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Kansas City Sports Commission Announces Formation of Kansas City Esports Coalition

KANSAS CITY, MO (April 22, 2020) — The Kansas City Sports Commission is pleased to announce the recent
formation of the Kansas City Esports Coalition (KCEC).

The KCEC's mission is to use gaming for good by developing, advocating, and enriching the esports culture in the
Greater Kansas City Area and beyond. The vision is to utilize the power of esports to drive awareness,
engagement & economic value for the community.

The goal of this grassroots approach is to allow for an inclusive environment that provides opportunities for
gamers, entrepreneurs, businesses, and educators to connect, exchange ideas, foster events, educate, influence,
and cultivate relationships in the KC esports community.

Esports has rapidly developed into a multimillion-dollar business in the United States in recent years. According
to a report by marketing research firm eMarketer, esports advertising revenues will likely surpass $200 million
this year in the United States, and more than 30 million Americans watched an esports event at least one per
month in 2019.

“Kansas City is home to so many talented individuals and organizations that are making a real impact on the fast
growing world of gaming and esports,” says Kathy Nelson, President & CEO of the Kansas City Sports
Commission. “It made sense for us to help wrangle that talent and organize around it - particularly as we work
to attract and create esports events.”

The KCEC will operate as a division of the Kansas City Sports Commission. It will be led by an Advisory Council
comprised of industry experts and members of key organizations that are actively involved in the esports
industry.

“Esports is on track to become a dominant sector within the sports industry and an integral part of the KC sports
ecosystem,” says Marvin Mastin, KCEC Advisory Councilmember and Brand Activation Manager at
Populous. “We are excited to be a part of this innovative and forward-thinking group.”

Follow and connect with the Kansas City Esports Coalition on Social Media.
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About The Kansas City Sports Commission and Foundation

The mission of the Kansas City Sports Commission & Foundation is to drive Kansas City’s overall sports strategy, to enrich the quality of life, create
economic impact and raise visibility for our region. As a privately-funded nonprofit, we are entirely dependent on your support. For the latest on
Kansas City Sports Commission news, follow on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram and YouTube. Also follow the Kansas City Marathon presented by
Garmin on Twitter, Facebook and Instagram.
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