
 

 

 

Volume 36, April 2020 

Weathering NKP Wood Boxcars 

An LCL Car For The Wheeling 

The Nickel Plate Road in Sunny Yuma 
 

The Nickel Plate Road Modeler’s Notebook is published by the Nickel Plate Road Historical and Technical Society, Inc. for its members and 

modelers interested in the former New York, Chicago and St. Louis Railroad, and its predecessor companies. Articles, manuscripts, 

photographs, and other modeling material relating to the Nickel Plate Road are solicited for publication. No part of this publication may be 
reproduced for distribution, either electronically or in print, without permission of the Publications Director and the contr ibutor of the material 
involved. Please email contact@nkphts.org for more information.  

® 



 

 Nickel Plate Road Modeler’s Notebook 

Volume 36, April 2020 
 

CONTENTS THIS ISSUE: 
 

PAGE 3 
NKPHTS COMPANY STORE 
 
PAGE 8 
NKP Models at the 2019 NKPHTS National 
Convention 
By Tony Koester 
 
PAGE 12 
Rapid Aging for the Accurail 36-Footer 
By Arthur Shale 
 
PAGE 16 
The NKP In Sunny Yuma 
By Dave Campbell 
 
PAGE 21 
An LCL Car For the Wheeling 
By Dan Merkel 
 
PAGE 23 
MODELER’S REFERENCE –  
LE&W Standard Cattle Guards 
 
PAGE 26 
A NKP Wreck Train in Three Rail 
By Scott Hewis 
 
PAGE 29 
ALONG THE LINE 
 
PAGE 31 
Quick Name Boards for NKP Depots 
By Arthur Shale 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

The NKPHTS Logo and the name NICKEL PLATE 
ROAD are registered trademarks of the Nickel Plate 

Road Historical & Technical Society, Inc. 

 
©2020 The Nickel Plate Road Historical & Technical Society, Inc. 

 

 

 

 
Spring is here! Usually, that means more time outside and far less 
time at our layouts or workbenches. But 2020 is turning out to be a 
VERY unusual year. With most of us staying safe by staying at home 
far more than usual, many of us have a lot more time to actually get 
some modeling done. 
 
So it’s time for some Nickel Plate inspiration to get your modeling 
juices flowing. To that end, Tony Koester highlights some of the 
excellent NKP models displayed at last fall’s NKPHTS Convention, 
Dave Campbell shows us recent progress on his gigantic Nickel 
Plate garage layout, and several modelers show us quick projects 
to easily add Nickel Plate content to our layouts. 
 
 
Working at an “essential company” means that I don’t get any extra 
modeling time this year, but my workbench is still full of projects, 
including a large batch of kitbashed Accurail and Roundhouse 
boxcars. Once the weather warms up a bit and I’m able to paint and 
decal everything, a few will show up on the pages of future issues 
of the Notebook. 
 

 
 

Happy Nickel Plate Modeling, 
 

RAY 

 
(ON THE COVER: NKP 734 crosses the Illinois Central’s Mattoon 

District main line at Lerna IL, on a cold and dreary late fall day. 

Hauling a general freight westbound, the train has another four 

hours to go to reach Madison. Art Shale modeling & photo, Jim Six 

“Photoshop magic”) 
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 NKPHTS COMPANY STORE 
MODELS FOR SALE 

HO Scale Model Kits 
 
Accurail NKP 41000-series Stock Car  MOTY 2019         $25.99 

  
Accurail NKP 60000-series Wooden Reefer MOTY 2018         $26.95 

 
(two road numbers available)  
 
Accurail NKP MOW 36' Wooden Boxcar MOTY 2017          $22.95 

 
(two road numbers available) 
 
Accurail TStL&W / Clover Leaf 36’ Fowler Boxcar          $14.00 

 
 
Accurail NKP 36’ Boxcar in “as-delivered” paint          $14.00  

 
 
Accurail NKP 40’ Double Door Boxcar (former W&LE car)       $14.00 

 
 
Accurail NKP 36’ Fowler Boxcar (former TStL&W car)              $14.00 

 
 
Accurail W&LE Three Bay Hopper in 1940s paint                       $14.00 

 
Model prices do not include shipping & handling 

To order, please visit the NKPHTS Company Store website! 

 

 

NKPHTS COMPANY STORE 
MODELS FOR SALE 

   
HO Scale Steam Decals          $8.00 

 
Full sheet of decals, printed by Microscale. Enough to fully letter 
seven NKP steam engines of 35 different classes, from the 1917-
1958 period. 
 
 

O Scale Models 
O Scale 40-Foot Steel Boxcar in 2- and 3-Rail Versions        $68.00 

 
 
O Scale Lead Truck for NKP Berkshire Models $30.00 

 
 
O Scale NKP 2-8-2 Decal Set   $11.00 

 
 
 
 
 

Model prices do not include shipping & handling 
To order, please visit the NKPHTS Company Store website! 

 

 

Fellow NKP Fans and Modelers 
 

Due to the uncertainties surrounding the current corona 
virus pandemic, the NKPHTS Company Store is temporarily 

closed.   
 

The Governor of the State of Ohio has asked for all non-
essential businesses to close and, given the nature of the 

Company Store, 

we would likely be considered non-essential.  In doing so, 
we will eliminate trips to the Post Office which will lessen 

our exposure to the unknown. 
 

We will re-evaluate the store's status in mid-April and an 
update will be posted at that time.   

 
We are truly sorry for the inconvenience but feel that this is 

the only decision that we could make, given the 
circumstances. 

--  

Dan L. Merkel, NKPHTS Special Projects 

 

https://nkphts-shop.myshopify.com/collections/models
https://nkphts-shop.myshopify.com/collections/models
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JOIN THE NICKEL PLATE ROAD HISTORICAL & 

TECHNICAL SOCIETY TODAY! 

 
 

Founded in 1966, the Nickel Plate Road 
Historical & Technical Society is 
America’s only rail-history organization 
dedicated solely to preserving the history 
and legacy of the Nickel Plate Road and 
its predecessors. 
 The Society publishes a quarterly 
magazine, maintains an award-winning 
website at NKPHTS.org, provides 
stewardship of a major archive of historical material at 
the Western New York Railway Historical Society, 
and offers numerous member programs and projects, 
including an annual convention 
 As a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit corporation, 
financial donations and contributions of historical 
photos, documents, and ephemera are tax-deductible 
and always appreciated. 
 The Purpose of the NKPHTS is to maintain an 
association of persons interested in the former New 
York, Chicago & St. Louis Railroad (Nickel Plate Road), 
and to obtain, preserve, and distribute information and 
material related to the former Nickel Plate Road, its 
predecessors, and lessees. It shall be the intent of the 
corporation to promote, support, and preserve the 
historic legacy of the Nickel Plate Road through the 
creation of programs designed to be of benefit and 
service to its members, as well as to assist qualified, 
non-profit museums, libraries, rail groups, and 
historical organizations, either financially or technically, 
in the preservation, conservation, and/or collection of 
material, equipment, and memorabilia relating to the 
railroad and its predecessors. 
 The original Nickel Plate Road Historical & 
Technical Society was formed in Lafayette, Indiana in 
1966. The NKPHTS was incorporated in the state of 
Ohio in 1972 as a non-profit, non-stock corporation 
organized for educational purposes. We are recognized 
as a 501(c)(3) organization by the Internal Revenue 
Service, so all contributions of material and money are 
tax deductible. Information on donating money and 
materials to the NKPHTS may be found on our website.  
 The NKPHTS publishes a quarterly magazine 
devoted to the history of the Nickel Plate Road, Lake 
Erie & western, Wheeling & Lake Erie, and the Toledo, 
St. Louis & Western (Clover Leaf) railroads. Included 
from time to time are articles on modeling the Nickel 
Plate, current status of Nickel Plate facilities and rolling 

stock, and other railroads’ joint operation 
with the Nickel Plate. The magazine is 
printed in color, on high-quality gloss 
paper and is generously illustrated with 
photos and maps. Occasional 
newsletters are provided to keep 
members informed of current Society 
events and news, along with timely 
updates and/or supplements to the 

magazine. 
 For over twenty-five years the NKPHTS has 
published an annual calendar with fourteen high-
quality photographs of the NKP, TStL&W, LE&W and 
W&LE railroads. 
 From time to time the Society has embarked on 
a limited run offering of a special project. These have 
included timetable reprints, lithographs, books and 
scale models. 
 The staff of the Nickel Plate Road Historical & 
Technical Society is all-volunteer and its business is 
conducted largely by mail and email. The membership 
has an opportunity to meet each year at our annual 
convention, which is held in a Nickel Plate city. These 
meetings include displays, model railroad tours, swap 
and sale tables, slide, movie and video sessions, and 
tours of rail facilities. A general business meeting and 
banquet are the highlights of these weekends, where 
the Society’s officers are elected and important business 
is handled. 
 Our Society also offers numerous internet and 
online-based activities free of charge to all of its 
members. We have an extensive website at 
NKPHTS.org which displays information, photos, 
documents, and Society news. We have a “Members 
Area” which can only be accessed by current members 
of the Society and which contains many items of 
interest, including Howard W. Ameling’s collection of 
5,000-plus Nickel Plate Road photos. Members with an 
email address receive a monthly E-List Newsletter 
with the latest Society information and various articles 
of interest to NKP fans. A new initiative is the online 
publication of a quarterly magazine devoted to 
modeling the NKP, the Nickel Plate Road Modeler’s 
Notebook. The Society also hosts an online discussion 
forum on Yahoo Groups. You will also find us on 
YouTube, Facebook, and Twitter. 

 

http://www.nkphts.org/
http://www.trainweb.org/wnyrhs/
http://www.nkphts.org/mag/index.html
http://www.nkphts.org/elist.html
http://www.nkphts.org/calendar/index.html
http://www.nkphts.org/convention/
http://www.nkphts.org/
http://www.nkphts.org/members/
http://www.nkphts.org/members/
http://www.nkphts.org/elist.html
http://nkphts.org/modelersnotebook/
http://nkphts.org/modelersnotebook/
https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/NKPHTS-members/conversations/messages
https://www.youtube.com/user/nickelplateroad
https://www.facebook.com/nkphts
https://twitter.com/nkphts/
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NICKEL PLATE ROAD MODELS ON DISPLAY AT THE 2019 CONVENTION 
By Tony Koester 

 

 
 
NKPHTS Personnel Services Director and Nickel Plate Road Magazine columnist Steven Grigg brought a 
large display of his O scale NKP models to the Fort Wayne National Convention in October 2019. Among 
them was this flatcar load of three Massey-Harris Model 30 tractors made in 1:43 scale by Universal 
Hobbies. He also brought several examples of NKP cabooses including 132, a scratchbuilt model of a 
former Lake Erie & Western short caboose in the pre-High Speed Service caboose red scheme, and 1157, a 
wood craftsman kit produced by Ambroid that Steve painted and lettered using a Microscale decal set. 
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Bob Albert built this model of the NKP's first GP7 in the 1980s,  showing what could be done by stripping 
off plastic parts and adding  brass details 40 years ago. He used Herald King decals to stripe and  letter the 
Geep. There were several other NKP hood units displayed at  Ft. Wayne, but the image files were lost; our 
apologies to those who entered the models we are unable to show here. 
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National Director David Vaughn displayed this O scale model of NKP business car Number 1. It was 
modified from a Sunset 3D Rail Pullman observation by altering the window spacing and adding 
Thermopane windows. It also has a full interior. 
 

 
 
Prolific passenger car modeler Tim Adang used an Athearn heavyweight observation car, Branchline 
interior parts, and New England Rail Services and Cal-Scale detail parts to model NKP business car 
Number 4 in HO scale. 
 

 
 
Fort Wayne convention chairman Chuck Klein brought several models to display including this HO edition 
of car 150, the City of Cleveland, a twin of the full-size City of Chicago that National Director David Vaughn 
has just acquired. The model uses the brass car sides that Bill Harvey used to market. 
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David Borkenstein once again intrigued us with a "what-if" N scale model, this time by imagining that in 
1943 the NKP acquired Y6a 2-8-8-2 No. 2040 and a "canteen" from the Norfolk & Western to help cope 
with the overwhelming flow of war-related traffic without requiring double-heading. The NKP modified 
the front pilot, replaced the lead truck and tender with Berkshire-style hardware. The 2040 was retired 
February 3, 1955, and scrapped two years later. 
 
 

 
 
N scale is always well represented at NKPHTS National Conventions, often thanks to a large portable 
display brought by Adam Scammahorn. This photo, focusing on 900, the NKP's first GP30 acquired in 
1962, shows only a small portion of the display. 
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Rapid aging for the Accurail 36-footer 
By Arthur Shale 

 

 
 

1920s railroading across North America was dominated by the ubiquitous 36-foot double sheathed 
boxcar, with tens of thousands of these workhorses delivering just about anything that could be hoisted, 
hefted or poured inside. New York Central was no exception, amassing a new and rebuilt fleet of more 
than forty thousand such cars between 1912 and 1929. Amongst these were 8,400 new cars built in the 
three years after 1914. And this is where the Nickel Plate story begins. 
 
The NYC&StL was still a ward of the New York Central when it ordered 1,000 copies of the current NYC 
36-footer in 1916, numbering them in the 10000-series. For the next thirty-four years these, and 750 
lookalikes that came with the 1922 merger to the Lake Erie & Western, flew the Nickel Plate flag in every 
imaginable service and location. The last few left revenue service in 1950, however by this time 35 had 
been rebuilt as LCL Rider Cars, 57 had become the 1300-series War Emergency Cabooses and another 
200 had entered MOW service in various guises and colors. 
 

 
The 10000-series did get around. Here’s one waiting to be picked up by an IC freight  

in Southern Illinois during WWII.   Ray Breyer collection. 
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So, the long and short of it, if you model the Nickel Plate anytime after 1916…you probably need a 10000 
or two.  
 
Fortunately Accurail, in cooperation with the Nickel Plate Historical and Technical Society (the NKPHTS), 
has made this job easy, supplying the NKPHTS store with several numbers in the 10000-series as they 
appeared during the 1930s, plus later Maintenance of Way versions, in quick to build kits. 
 

 
The Accurail boxcar, fresh from the Company Store. 

 
If you’ve been building kits forever, then you know the relative ease the Accurails go together, and if 
you’ve never tried a kit, then the Accurail is a good place to start. Follow the instructions and there’s not a 
lot to do wrong. One word of warning, the fishbelly underfame can catch you out – the brake rigging must 
be installed in the order the instructions show, so don’t get too far ahead of yourself. Butyl Acetate and 
Cyanoacrylate (CA) adhesives will work on these kits, and you will need CA to adhere the metal weight to 
the underframe. 
 

 
Accurail kits do have a couple of parts to them, but they’re still as simple to  

assemble as any other “shake the box” kit. 
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Now, to the weathering. My layout is set in late 1949, so the few 10000s left in service have only months 
to live, and after the rough and tumble of World War Two, they’ll mostly be looking very ready for 
retirement. So things are going to get messy in the paint-shop for these cars. 
 
I’m a big fan of matt acrylic washes, so I start out with a dollop of Nimbus Grey artist paint (most craft 
stores should stock it), wet a flat bristle artist brush is a mixture of water and a small amount of 
detergent, take a dip of paint and start brushing away on the timber sheathing. Too much paint? You can 
wipe it off or just add more water and keep brushing. If you lose sight of your decals you might have to 
wipe or wash some of that paint away. Once happy with the brushing, let it sit and dry for a half an hour 
or so – the end result should be something similar to aging or peeling paint on timber. 

 
Step 1: Nimbus Grey wash. 

 
For the steel ends, roof and underbelly, I repeat the previous process, this time using Burnt Umber. If the 
grey on the sheathing has dried, I also put a wash of Burnt Umber over the grey to add some additional 
tones to the faded paintwork. Once again, make sure you don’t obscure those decals, wipe or brush excess 
paint away if you lose sight of them. 

 
Step 2: Burnt Umber wash. 
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And lastly, something I do with all weathering projects, I add a final wash of Charcoal. This wash will dull 
anything still too sharp from the previous washes, while adding road grime and grease to the details and 
sheathing.  

 
Step 3: Charcoal Grey was. And the car is done! 

 
In the end you should find yourself the proud owner of boxcar with a long service looking for the next RIP 
siding or the scrappers torch.   
 
A special thank you to Ray Breyer for the research materials provided for the 10000-series project. 
 

 
A gritty but well maintained 85085, sister car to the 10000s, waits to be unloaded  

at the Frankfort freight house.   Tony Koester collection. 
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The Nickel Plate in Sunny Yuma: A Layout Progress Report 
By Dave Campbell 

 
 
Dave Campbell is embarking on a perilous adventure: building a very large, home-based layout, largely on 
his own. Dave grew up around the NYC (T&OC) mainline in central Ohio but is also a fan of the Nickel 
Plate, so he decided to combine the two: in his proto-freelanced world, the T&OC was spun off of the 
greater NYC and sold to the Van Sweringen brothers at the same time as the LE&W in 1922.  
 
Inspired by Tony Koester’s early articles on the Third Sub layout design and construction, Dave decided 
that he wanted a long mainline run for his new home layout. But Dave lives in Yuma, where basements 
are nonexistent. So a plan to build a five (!) decked layout in his garage was designed. The garage still had 
to act as a garage to house a car, so challenging design features such as fold-up and swing-out sections 
had to be developed. 
 

 
A view of the back wall of Dave’s five decked NKP layout shows a hot mess with a purpose.  

While layouts under construction are always a bit messy, it’s clear from this view that progress  
is well under way on multiple levels 
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This is a drawing of only one of the layout’s levels. The garage door is to the left, and the plan shows the three sections 

that fold up and to the top of the drawing, allowing a car to be parked in the garage. A swing door supporting four 
decks is to the lower right; the swing section allows access to the house. 

 
Under construction for nearly a decade now, the layout is complete enough that Dave is finally able to 
host operating sessions with local modelers, as well as with all of us, who get to “see” his layout for the 
first time. 

 
Dave had never seen a multiple decked layout before attempting to build one, so the first thing he built was the 

relatively simple back wall section, to get a feel for how all of the decks would look and could be accessed during an op 
session Satisfied with this first portion, he continued building..and building 
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Let’s let Dave take us on a tour of what he’s accomplished as of the beginning of 2020. 
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An LCL Car for the Wheeling 
By Dan Merkel 

 

 
 
This car will definitely fit in my "It's my railroad" fleet!  In 1949, the Nickel Plate Road leased the 
Wheeling & Lake Erie.  The Wheeling ran very close to my childhood home in Tiltonsville, Ohio, and 
hearing the trains on that line was a daily occurrence.  Since at one time, all of my mother's aunts and 
uncles and her father either worked for the Wheeling or were married to men who did, it's always been a 
railroad of particular interest to me.   
 
This specific car has an interesting history. As was typical with many roads, when cars were worn out 
from revenue service, they were repurposed for other uses, primarily Maintenance of Way.   

 
The inspiration for this kitbash came from a photo taken of the W&LE’s Brimfield, Ohio depot in 1918. W&LE 20199 

wasn’t the focus of the photographer, but it sure was for me!    NKPHTS collection. 

 
This car really should represent a M-O-W tool car of some sort.  But I see something else: an LCL car!  In 
the mid-1930s, the Wheeling abandoned most of its passenger service.  But there was still quite a bit of 
money to be made with smaller freight shipments hence the need for an LCL car.  Think UPS or FedEx on 
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rails.  So instead of slapping on a usual coat of MOW gray paint, I opted for a little nicer paint scheme and 
lettering.  The car is way too old to really "fit" on my transition era layout, but I'm going to make some 
exceptions here since "model railroading is fun." 
 
The model started out as an “old time” Bachmann boxcar. I took off the doors and door guides and tried 
my best to plug the huge holes that the door guides snapped into.  That was a real challenge, but was 
made slightly easier since I painted the car a darker color which tends to hide them a little more than a 
lighter color would.  Next, I cut four windows into the car's sides using my “scribe and cut with a razor 
blade” technique.  The injected molded plastic of this model is much tougher than Evergreen Plastic, so 
the windows took forever to cut.  When they were finally done, I added Tichy work car windows (#8068) 
into the openings. 
 
Next came Evergreen scribed siding and Tichy work car doors (#8231) to fill in the holes left when the 
boxcar doors were removed.  Adding a brake staff, brake wheel, and smoke jack came next. 

 
W&LE 25114 modified and ready for the paint shop. Adding four holes for windows and plugging up two more really 

isn’t all that difficult a kitbash, and it gave me a unique and good looking new car to run! 

 
I sprayed the car a gray color as a primer. Once that was dry I followed with a shade of dark green.  Next, I 
masked off the sides and sprayed the roof black.  Once everything had dried, the decals came next.  I print 
out almost all of my own decals using my old Alps printer. Since this is a more prominent piece of 
equipment, I opted for lettering that was a little nicer than what would be seen on a MOW car. With the 
decals on, the car was done! 
  
So every once in a while, I'll stick this car into a mixed freight as a way to move smaller packages and 
other shipments between stations on my layout.  In spite of its age, I think it will fit in just fine with the 
other equipment I tend to run.  At least, that's my story and I'm sticking to it! 
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MODELER’S REFERENCE 
LE&W Standard Cattle Guards 

 
Good fences make good neighbors, and there’s not much that’s less neighborly than smacking Farmer 
Jones’ prized heifer with a Ten Wheeler at 40 miles per hour. So railroads installed “cattle guards” at most 
rural grade crossings, to keep cows (and sheep) from wandering down the road and along the main line. 
 

 
Cattle guards are still in use to this day, as seen here along the Durango & Silverton. Photo courtesy Richard Kowalski. 
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We usually think of cattle guards as being a “western thing”, but at one time the Midwest was “the West”, 
and railroads all across the eastern half of the USA installed them outside of urban areas. These plans 
come from the 1900 LE&W line survey, and catalog nearly 2,000 guards of three styles installed across 
Illinois, Indiana, and Ohio. The NKP used similar guards, as did the Clover Leaf. Cattle guards survived in 
some places on the NKP into the 1940s in areas of Indiana and Illinois that still saw a lot of cattle raising. 
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Typical one and two track “eastern” cattle guard installations, seen here on the DL&W before WWI.  

Both photos DL&W Company Files, Steamtown NPS collection. 
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A NKP Wreck Train in Three Rail 
By Scott Hewis 

 

 
 

I never intentionally started out to create a Nickel Plate wreck train, it just sort of took on a life of its own 
and progressed to what you see in the photos.  The first purchase was the Mike’s Train House wreck 
crane, a very nice rendition of a 125 ton steam crane.  It is properly numbered as X50009 and seems to 
follow the correct NKP lettering practice.  I bought it because I liked it and it was “close enough to the 
prototype” for me.  The neat thing is, if you have the 2019 Society calendar look at the January photo and 
the X50009 is working a derailment. 
 

 
 
 
Every crane needs a boom car, so when browsing eBay I came across a MTH NKP flat car factory painted 
gray, I bought it.  I kitbashed the car into the boom car you see in the photos.  I started by drilling and 
filing out the sill steps. Next I added staples for hand grabs.  Then I scratch built the wooden side walls 
from scale lumber and mounted them to the car.  After that I added a number of coats of India ink wash to 
weather the car and then installed all the detail parts.  The boom car is not a NKP prototype to my 
knowledge.  It is based on what could have been cobbled together by the NKP based on my experience of 
working on the N&W Ry. in the Car Dept., so all the detail parts in the boom car show a true 
representation of what we took out on derailments.   I was a Carman which meant I inspected and 
repaired cars and also went out on derailments.  Believe me, no railroad will ever spend any more money 
than is necessary to cobble together old equipment for “in house”  service.  So my wreck train is a 
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combination of correct NKP equipment and something the railroad could have done.   I’m very pleased 
with the result and I think it looks great.  
 

 
 

 
These two photos show my simple modifications to the stock flat car to transform it into a pretty accurate 

boom car. Interior details such as tools, supplies, and crates really make the difference here. 
 
The train really started coming together about 10 to 15 years ago when I saw an ad in the classified 
section of the NKPHTS magazine.  A member in the Akron area was selling scratch built NKP 3 rail rolling 
stock.  I went to his house and purchased the tool car X52160 and the bunk car X50988 along with a 
W&LE wood boxcar and a NKP stock car, both scratch built also.  He told me the MofW cars were correct 
NKP cars with a possible W&LE heritage. 
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The engine is a Weaver 2-8-0, caboose is by Atlas and the scrap gondola is a stock MTH car. 
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Noted modeler Jim Six recently completed an old Gloor Craft NKP caboose in HO scale. As he grew up 

along the NKP in the 1950s, Jim is toying with the idea of switching over to “our side”. 
 

 
Frank Hodina is slowly working through a Berkshire conversion, transforming a Life Like S-2 into a 

Wheeling S4. As Frank relates: “I didn’t know what to do about the drivers, but technology has change 
that. With plans of the S-4 from Mainline Modeler, creating driver centers as 3D prints overcomes a major 
obstacle. They’ll just be covers to go over the spoked drivers to give the engine the correct look. The other 

“breakthrough” is Archer rivets, so modifying the look of the firebox will be a snap. The only issue now 
with completing this engine is finding my bag of brass parts. I need to remember where I put them.” 
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Everyone’s favorite Nickel Plate Mikado, #587 hauls a “thee day local” westward towards Charleston, on 

Tony Koester’s Third Sub layout. The Mike is an Overland “Powerhouse” engine super detailed by Ray 
Breyer, while the rider car is a NKPHTS “Model of the Year” from several years ago. 

 
 

 
Erich Broch displays a NKP covered gondola, kitbashed from an Athearn “Blue Box” kit. Not completely 
accurate, Erich relates that it’s pretty good work for a 25 year old model, and that he’s proud to run it in 

his generally accurate car fleet. 
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Quick Name boards for NKP Depots 
By Arthur Shale 

 
I’m a dedicated scratchbuilder. Well, I model the Nickel Plate Road, so that’s a given. And if there’s one 
thing that makes a new structure pop is signage. There are many options available to the modern 
modeller these days, including decals, dry transfers and, yes, almost anything our personal inkjet and 
laser printers can produce.  
 
Now, I’ve always relied on commercial decals for my various depots and buildings, but in the quest for 
speeding up the process I decided my inkjet printer could be an alternative. Decal paper is available for 
both inkjet and laser printers, however, I was in too much of a hurry to go bothering about that…so why 
not try plain paper?  Well, as it turns out, plain paper can work quite well, particularly when the 
prototype used a backing board for the sign, something most NKP depots did. 
 
So here’s a quick fire method that will have you making nameboards in no time.  
 
First, I needed to select a font for the depot’s name. Comparing the myriad of Microsoft fonts with NKP 
depot photographs from the 1940s and 1950s I found “Meiryo” is a very close match. Next was the font 
size, and for HO scale I chose a font size of eight. After this it is just a matter of typing out the preferred 
depot name several times in a single line and pressing print. 
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Out of the printer it is just a matter of cutting the line of names into a long strip and attaching it to a 
matching strip of Evergreen 0.20x0.156 styrene. I used Butyl Acetate to fix the plain paper to the styrene 
and found the paper will adhere quite quickly to the styrene. Once happy with the position, I sprayed the 
paper and styrene strip with Matt Clear Latex Enamel to waterproof and fix the ink – in much the same 
way you would coat a decal once it has dried.   

 
 

 
 
Waiting for the clear coating to dry is the longest part of this little project, but when it was ready, I glued 
an additional strip of 0.20x0.156 to the back of the nameboard (using 0.40 thickness would avoid this 
step), cut the nameboards to size for the model, and then lined the outside edge of the board with a brush 
and matt black. Bam: nameboards done. 
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NKP 587 and 601 wait for their next assignments on the Peoria Division, on a sunny spring morning in 1948.   

Ray Breyer modeling and photo. 

THE NKPHTS MODELER’S NOTEBOOK NEEDS YOUR HELP! 
 
Are you a Nickel Plate modeler? Or a modeler of the Wheeling & Lake Erie, the Lake Erie & Western, the Clover Leaf, or any of 
the predecessor roads that went into creating the Greater Nickel Plate? Do you have a digital camera? Would you like to share 
what you’re doing, or what you know, or your tips and techniques on modeling the NKP? Then have we got the forum for you! 
 
These new issues of the Modeler’s Notebook mark the rejuvenation of the online magazine, which can become the greatest 
resource available for modeling and showcasing the work of NKP modelers around the globe. Ultimately, the plan is to issue 
the virtual magazine quarterly, but that means that the editorial board of the NKPHTS needs YOUR help in adding to its pages! 
 
We’re looking for just about any and all submissions for the magazine. Full-length features, small one to three page “mini 
features” and stand-alone photos are all welcome and desired. So long as the subject matter is NKP-related, it’s fair game! You 
say that you aren’t a writer? No problem: the NKPHTS editorial staff is here to help. With good quality cameras coming 
standard in just about every smart phone these days, taking photos couldn’t be simpler! (so long as they’re relatively well-lit 
and in focus, that is) And we’d love to see your work in all scales and skill levels: S, TT, High-Rail and live steam are all as 
welcome as O, HO and N. 
 
So share your love of Nickel Plate modeling today! To talk to the editorial staff about a submission, or to submit an article, 
please contact the following: 
 

Ray Breyer (Editor, Nickel Plate Road Modeler’s Notebook) rtbsvrr69@yahoo.com 

Tony Koester (NKPHTS Publications Director) nkpfan@pdt.net 

Ed Kapuscinski (NKPHTS Internet Services Director) webmaster@nkphts.org 
 

mailto:rtbsvrr69@yahoo.com
mailto:webmaster@nkphts.org

