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Hallmark House Hotel is fast becoming an oasis of contemporary artistic expression, 

where art finds itself co-existing in harmony with the former diamond-polishing 

centre of Doornfontein, Johannesburg. Studio Nxumalo is excited and honoured 

to contribute to the remarkable footprint being created by this newly repurposed 

building by internationally-renowned architect, Sir David Adjaye.

 

Sponsored by Steyn Entertainment x D’usse Summer Series, Studio Nxumalo 

presents THE OASIS, an installation featuring 9 artists who have an immense 

connection with the city of Johannesburg; and tell its stories through reflections 

of their own lived experiences in the city. It is worth noting that the selection of 

artists comprises of only independent practitioners; who are not afraid to tap into 

creative extremes and experiment, evidenced in their complex layering of subject 

matter, material and technique.   For Studio Nxumalo, the collective bravery and 

creative vision of these artists, enter into dynamic conversation with Hallmark 

House Hotel’s architectural structure and forward thinking stance, making for a 

compelling synergy of artistic expression in the inner city.  

With its overt reputation for fast-paced hustle and bustle, economic activity and 

chance encounters, Johannesburg holds within its multi-faceted existence, a host 

of unknown stories waiting to be told. The artists featured in this exhibition 

encapsulate these ideas and divergent realities, inviting viewers to engage, question 

and reflect on their bold and vibrant glimpses into narratives and ideas that are 

somewhat inspired by this city and its inhabitants.

FEATURED ARTISTS

Abongile Sidzumo (Cape Town) 

Frederick Clarke (Johannesburg) 

Phumlani Ntuli (Johannesburg) 

Mfundo Mthiyane (Johannesburg)

Vusi Beauchamp (Johannesburg) 

Lerato Lodi (Pretoria, Johannesburg) 

Olwethu De Vos (Johannesburg) 

Malebona Maphutse (Johannesburg) 

Madikotsi Mummy Khumalo (Johannesburg) 

FEATURED WORKS

Seth Pimentel (Johannesburg) 

Andrzej Urbanski (Cape Town) 

Wayne Barker (Johannesburg)

Hosted by Hallmark House

Curated by Studio Nxumalo

Sponsored by Steyn Entertainment x 

D’Usse summer series

Dates : 22 November - 07 January 2022

Address : 54 Simert Rd, New Doornfontein, 

Johannesburg. 2094
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Seth Pimetal  - Mural, Hallmark Hotel

Seth Pimentel
Seth Pimentel focuses on pushing the boundaries of visual art’s conventions by 

attempting to merge traditional and digital work, into a hybrid of experimentation. 

Continuously drawing and developing his style and approach to mental illness, 

he uses his practice to highlight the nuances in his own personal experiences, and 

aims to create a “visual bridge” of understanding with his subjective experiences of 

dealing mental health to a wider audience.   

         

 

Biography 

Seth Pimentel (b. 1995 - Johannesburg, RSA) is an illustrator, painter and 

experimental visual artist currently living and working in Johannesburg. Pimentel 

has collaborated with numerous brands and artists from South African and around 

the world such as Netflix, Converse, Redbull, SneakerLab, Jameson and Adobe.



Abongile Sidzumo
Abongile Sidzumo works with leather offcuts and repurposed materials to create 

works which reflect and interrogate the concept of humanity, our relationship with 

nature and the ways in which we co-exist. His work revisits his own memories of the 

marginalized communities and spaces he has lived in. Leather, often associated with 

luxury, wealth and power, is restitched and repurposed, and through the process of 

weaving and reworking this precious material; Sidzumo proposes that we begin to 

think about connecting repurposed materials. His artworks speak metaphorically 

to the stitching and healing of the trauma of apartheid subjugation, and the wider 

purpose and significance of the healing processes which need to take place in post- 

apartheid South Africa.   

         

 

Biography 

Abongile Sidzumo was born in 1991 in Cape Town, where he currently lives and 

works. He completed a Fine Arts degree at the Michaelis School of Fine Arts in 

2019. His work has been shown in We’ve Come to Take You Home, an exhibition 

of recently acquired works by the University of Cape Town. He was the 2019 

recipient of the Simon Gerson Prize, and the Blessing Ngobeni Art Prize which 

afforded him a solo exhibition at Everard Read Gallery in Johannesburg in 2020, and 

in the same year was a runner-up for the Cassirer Welz Award, hosted by Strauss 

& Co auctioneers, and also exhibited at the North-West University Gallery in 

Potchefstroom. In 2021 he exhibited in the group exhibition A Cloud at Gallery 2 

in Johannesburg.

Abongile Sidzumo - Luxolo, 2021, Leather And Thread On Tarpaulin (110 X 80 Cm)
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Abongile Sidzumo - Intwana Yam’, 2021, Leather, Thread And Ink On Canvas (70 X 50 cm)

Frederick Clarke - Haunted Millions, 2019, Ink On Paper (85 X 60 cm)
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Frederick Clarke
Frederick Clarke’s work manifests in multiple mediums, including painting, wall 

murals, printmaking, installation, light-boxes, drawings, video, and original music 

produced under the alias “Mathroom”. Clarke works intuitively and is inspired by 

mathematics, synaesthesia, human/tribal origins, nature and technology, as well 

as organic/intuitive language and symbols. He creates an ongoing textural and 

compositional link between his visual and audio compositions with the intention to 

evolve both visual and sonic languages into new forms of expression.    

         

 

Biography 

Frederick Clarke was born in 1986 in South Africa, and currently lives and works 

in Johannesburg. He completed a BA Fine Arts degree at the University of 

Witwatersrand (WITS), and has since worked as an artist, music producer and 

curator of creative projects.
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Frederick Clarke - Cognoscenti, 2020, Acrylic On Canvas (200 X 200 cm)
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Frederick Clarke - La Santa Muerte, 2019, Ink On Paper (85 X 60 cm)

Frederick Clarke - White Elephant, 2018, Spraypaint And Ink On PaperFrederick Clarke - Untitled, 2018, Spraypaint And Ink On Paper
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Lerato Lodi
Lerato Lodi’s artistic practice explores themes centred on her African spirituality 

and religion. She uses mixed mediums in the creation of her artworks, working 

primarily with beads, cloth and acrylic paint on canvas; to interrogate ideas and 

ideals of both African spirituality and Christianity - as manifested in her own life 

and the lives of those she encounters. Lodi further examines the different ways in 

which people worship and pray, exploring shrines, temples and the material offerings 

brought into these sites. Her aesthetic can be considered a combination of Western 

classical art-making and non-traditional mixed-media processes.   

         

 

Biography 

Lerato Lodi was born in 1996, in Ga-Rankuwa, Pretoria, South Africa. Lodi is 

currently studying towards an M Tech Fine Arts Degree at the Tshwane University 

of Technology.  Lodi has participated in a number of group exhibitions including 

Initiative: Blessing Ngobeni Studio Art Award at Room Gallery, Genesis X’Ibition at 

Pretoria Art Museum in 2018, Emergence at mmArthouse Gallery in Johannesburg, 

Blessing Ngobeni Art Prize Group Exhibition at Aspire Art Auctions, The 

Aesthetics of Time: In Space of Time at Polokwane Art Museum, Genesis at Bkhz 

Gallery in 2019, and A Cloud at Gallery 2, Johannesburg in 2021. Her solo exhibition 

Morapedi, One Who Prays was displayed at the North-West University Gallery in 

Potchefstroom in April 2021 and she was recently featured in Wantedmagazine as 

part of the article “21 Trailblazers in the arts born in the 90s who are producing 

profound thoughtfulness and import.” 
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Lerato Lodi - Kopano, 2021, Watercolour And Charcoal On Paper (36 X 26 cm)
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Lerato Lodi - Ditaola I, 2021, Enamel Paint And Diphita On Canvas (91.4 X 45.7cm) Lerato Lodi - Ditaola III, 2021, Enamel Paint And Diphita On Canvas (91.4 X 45.7cm)

Lerato Lodi - The Gathering II, 2021, Black, Red And White Enamel Paint, Charcoal Powder And Impepho Ashes (152 X 98 cm)
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Madikotsi Khumalo - Metswalle, 2021, Mixed Media On Stretched Canvas (97 X 153 cm)

Madikotsi “Mummy” 
Khumalo 
Madikotsi “Mummy” Khumalo is inspired and influenced by the world she lives in, 

as a believer in both the physical and spiritual world, much of her focus lies in the 

depiction of this dual reality. Her work interrogates the suppression of human rights 

through the thought processes of people alongside poor leadership - compounded by 

its societal impacts. Her work employs bright colours and vivid imagery, appearing 

at first glance as light and untroubled, but upon closer inspection revealing 

representations of war, control over the soul of humanity, and a lack of spiritual 

presence. Her praxis explores issues affecting the human race at large, focusing 

specifically on the ways in which black people are affected by this lived experience. 

Khumalo’s work is influenced by her own experiences, and explores both the physical 

and spiritual realms of human existence; depicting narratives which form part of 

past and present political discourse.   

         

 

Biography 

Madikotsi “Mummy” Khumalo was born in Sebokeng, Gauteng. While studying 

entrepreneurship at the Vaal University of Technology, she also enrolled at Artist 

Proof Studios in Johannesburg to study professional printmaking. Khumalo has 

participated in a number of group exhibitions in Sebokeng, Gauteng. In 2019 she was 

selected to exhibit at the Joburg Art Fair and was also part of the group exhibition 

Resist at Strauss & Co in collaboration with Artist Proof Studios. In 2021 she was 

part of the exhibition A Cloud by Studio Nxumalo and Gallery 2 in Johannesburg, 

and In Conversation at Everard Read Gallery in Cape Town.



Malebona Maphutse - Battle Armor Ll, 2019, Steel With Synthetic Hair-Piece (110 X 52 X 12 cm)

Malebona Maphutse 
Malebona Maphutse embraces heterogeneous media throughout her practice, in 

particular painting, sculptural installation, linocut printing, digital printing and 

video art. Her artistic practice challenges historical narratives, investigating how 

bodies transcend mere existence, not only encountering and navigating space but 

also understanding the politics of space.   

         

 

Biography 

Malebona Maphutse, born in 1994, South Africa is a Johannesburg-based visual 

artist, who completed her B.A. Fine Arts at the University of Witwatersrand. Her 

work has been exhibited at major international exhibitions, such as The Dead 

Are Not Dead at the Bergen Triennial, Norway in 2019 and in Tomorrow There 

Will Be More of Us, at the Stellenbosch Triennial in 2020. She recently produced 

her digital interactive work XXX NAME IT during her fellowship at the ICA / 

Institute for Creative Arts in Cape Town. Both locally and overseas Maphutse has 

participated in a number of artists residencies including the Bag Factory Artists’ 

Studios in Johannesburg (South Africa), the Wiels Contemporary Art Centre in 

Brussels (Belgium) and the Cité Internationale des Arts in Paris (France). In 2018 she 

was awarded the Bag Factory Young Female Artist Residency, where she presented 

her solo exhibition Mmamoloi, Moloi, Mamoloyi, Ba Re WaLoya: Fuck Your Fake 

Ass History (presented by Mamoloyi Healing Ministries). Her work was recently 

exhibited at the North-West University Gallery in Potchefstroom in April 2020, and 

in group exhibition A Cloud by Studio Nxumalo & Gallery 2 In 2021. 
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Malebona Maphutse Siyagoduka : State Of Emergency (Kushubile Mtase) (Vide Still), 2021 - Video Art, 60 cm x 60 cm 
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Malebona Maphutse - Battle Armor Ll, 2019, Steel With Synthetic Hair-Piece (143 X 76 X 38 cm) 25

Mfundo Mthiyane - I am hating it, 2021, Oil On Canvas



Mfundo Mthiyane - Songs Of Asase Yaa II, 2021, Oil On Canvas (108.5 X 72 cm) 27

Mfundo Mthiyane 
Mfundo Mthiyane’s style of painting is influenced by expressionism, and seeks to 

capture both the chaos and order within figures; chaos representing the struggles we 

endure as human beings, and order - denoting our resilience. These figures appear 

incomplete; as an embodiment of us as human beings; who are also incomplete but 

yet enough.   

         

 

Biography 

Mfundo Mthiyane was born in 1991 in Durban and currently lives and works in 

Johannesburg, South Africa. He graduated with a Diploma in Multimedia Studies 

at the Centre for Fine Art, Animation and Design College and has since worked 

at a number of studios and advertising agencies in Johannesburg. Mthiyane has 

participated in group exhibitions including Emerge at The Station House DSTP 

in Florida, USA and The Portrait Show at Everard Read Gallery in Johannesburg, 

South Africa. Mthiyane was named SAFFCA Artist of The Month in September 

2020, resulting in a two person exhibition entitled In Search. He participated in 

group exhibitions A Cloud at Gallery 2 in Johannesburg, and In Your Shadow / 

Masking Realities at SMAC gallery Cape Town in 2021. The body of work Chaos and 

Order was created under the artist residency at Entabeni Urban Farm, Welbedacht 

in Knysna, under SAFFCA.



Mfundo Mthiyane - Famous Person I, 2021, Oil On Canvas (56 X 46 cm)
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Mfundo Mthiyane - Famous Person II, 2021, Oil On Canvas (56 X 46 cm)
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Mfundo Mthiyane - Hair Beauty, 2021, Oil On Canvas (56 X 46 cm)

Mfundo Mthiyane - Smoke Breaks, Portrait Of Thokozani, 2021, Oil On Canvas (100 X 70 cm)
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Mfundo Mthiyane - The Gaze, 2021, Oil On Canvas (56 X 46 cm) Mfundo Mthiyane - Youth, 2021, Oil On Canvas (56 X 46 cm)



Olwethu De Vos  
Olwethu De Vos explores both two- and three-dimensional artistic approaches 

and techniques in her artwork, centred on the emotional, psychological and social 

wellbeing of individuals. Her re-interpretation of familiar materials and objects into 

abstract forms with alternative connotations, imbues them with new meanings both 

symbolic and metaphoric. Through her work she investigates and interrogates social 

ideology,  advocating for new and positive ways of relating to one another.   

         

 

Biography 

Olwethu De Vos born in 1992 in South Africa, is a multidisciplinary visual artist 

and curator residing and working in Johannesburg. De Vos holds a B- Tech degree 

from the Tshwane University of Technology where she majored in Glass Blowing, 

Sculpture and Figure Drawing. She was the recipient of the Teresa Lizamore 

Curatorial Mentorship Programme in 2017 and participated in the Thami Mnyele 

National Fine Arts Award where she was selected as a top fifteen finalist. 

De Vos has participated in a number of group exhibitions including the Arts Alive 

exhibition in 2015, Thou Art Woman at mmArt House in 2018, and All Womxn 

Matter by Julie Miller and Art@Africa in 2020. De Vos has exhibited in art fairs 

across South Africa, such as the Joburg Fringe at Victoria Yards the Turbine Art 

Fair in 2019, and FNB Art Joburg in 2020.

Olwethu De Vos - A Beautiful Shit Storm II, 2021, Steel Wool, Copper, Port Scourer And Blow Torch On Board (150 X 100 cm)
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Phumulani Ntuli   
Phumulani Ntuli’s work merges artistic research, sculpture, video installation and 

performative practices, consistently engaging diverse public audiences in attempt 

to make visible history’s gaps/ breaks/ silences/ pauses and remnants. Ntuli’s artistc 

framework draws in these issues imminent within our present, considering their 

influence on practices within the spectrum of decoloniality.   

         

 

Biography 

Phumulani Ntuli born in 1986 and obtained a Bachelor’s Degree in Fine Art from 

the University of Johannesburg in 2012, where he majored in Sculpture. He holds a 

Masters of Fine Arts, majoring in Arts in the Public Sphere at the Ecole Cantonale 

D’Art du Valais in Sierre (ECAV) in Switzerland and was awarded a Prix –Excellence 

for his ongoing research project Permutations of An Event centred on notions 

of archives and surveillance. Ntuli’s works have been exhibited both locally and 

internationally and in 2016 he was featured in Live Works V6 curated by Simone 

Frangi and Daniel Gubbay, the Kampala Biennale, the Bone Performance Festival in 

Bern, Switzerland, and the Act Festival in Geneva, Basel, Sierre and Zurich. Ntuli 

has participated in residency workshops at Fondazione Pistoletto in Biella, Italy and 

the Alps Academy in Chur, Switzerland, where he has held two solo performances 

and a solo exhibition in 2016 and 2017.  He has participated in group projects such 

as Umjondolo at the Goethe Institut Johannesburg, Thupelo in Cape Town and 

Infecting the City Johannesburg. Ntuli has presented works at the Young Congo 

Biennale in 2019, Fak ‘ugesi African Digital Innovation Festival 2020 and the Spier 

Art Light Festival in 2021. 

Phumlani Ntuli - Are These The that Gave Me II, 2021, Acrylic And Mixed Media On Canvas (100 X 74 cm)
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Phumlani Ntuli - Short Circuit, 2021, Acrylic And Mixed Media On Canvas (90 X 76 cm) Phumlani Ntuli - The Voyeur, 2021, Mixed Media On Canvas (96 X 80 cm)



Phumlani Ntuli - Swaving Through The Portholes, 2021, Mixed Media On Canvas (175 X 152 cm)



Vusi Beauchamp    
Vusi Beauchamp’s work takes a satirical approach to complex racial narratives in 

South Africa. With both humour and consternation, his work provokes critical 

dialogue and conversation on the complex political and economic realities of South 

Africa’s fraught Rainbow Nation.  Using popular local iconography and speaking 

from a place of agency, he makes commentary on that which we choose to ignore. 

His methods of production include spray-painting and stenciling, employing 

materials such as crayons, charcoal, oil sticks and acrylic paints.   

         

 

Biography 

Vusi Beauchamp was born in Johannesburg in 1979, and studied printmaking 

and painting at the Tshwane University of Technology, and Graphic Design at 

Damelin College. In 2014 -2015 Beauchamp was part of Twenty: Art in the Time 

of Democracy, a travelling exhibition first shown at Appalachian State University, 

North Carolina, followed by the Pretoria Art Museum and the University of 

Johannesburg Art Gallery. He has participated in numerous local and international 

group exhibitions including Super Salon, Kalashnikovv Gallery, Johannesburg, and 

Scramble for Africa, Kalashnikovv Galeri, Berlin in 2016. In 2017 he exhibited Urban 

Axis at Another Antipodes in Perth, Australia, and Arising African Perspectives at 

LKB/G in Hamburg, Germany. He was also part of group exhibition Memento Mori 

at Kalashnikovv Gallery in Johannesburg in 2018.
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Vusi Beauchamp - King Kong, 2021, Mixed Media On Paper (100 X 70 cm)



Vusi Beauchamp - Stealing Sarah Baartman, 2021, Mixed Media On paper (100 x 70 cm)

Vusi Beauchamp - The Liberators, 2021, Mixed Media On Canvas, (170 x 222 cm)
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Vusi Beauchamp - The Black Albatross, 2021, Mixed On Canvas, (152 x 199 cm) 
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Vusi Beauchamp - Revolution 1.1, 2019, Mixed Media On Canvas (120 X 120 cm)
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Vusi Beauchamp - Welcome Home, 2021, Mixed Media On Canvas, (167 x 200 cm)

48

Vusi Beauchamp - Sale, 2019, Mixed Media On Canvas (120 X 120 cm)
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Andrzej Urbanski - A024/4/4/17, 2017, Mixed Media, Spray Paint And Acrylic On Shaped Canvas In Kiaat (68 X 58 cm) curtesy of Studio Nxumalo collection Wayne Barker, Cross Fire, mixed media on paper – curtesy of Studio Nxumalo collection



Studio Nxumalo Contemporary
Founded in 2021 by artist Musa N. Nxumalo and writer Shandukani O. Mulaudzi, 

Studio Nxumalo initiates and curates projects in collaboration with artists, writers, 

thinkers, commercial and non-profit organisations. This is a Joburg based studio 

that has quickly become renowned among local exhibition goers for its careful and 

considered curation. Their collections typically bring together unusual and engaging 

artworks that diverge from what can sometimes seem to be ubiquitous local art 

trends. By mixing works by emerging, mid-career and established independent 

artists, there’s always something different to see, making this an exciting new 

addition to the South African contemporary visual art scene.

Steyn Entertainment
Founded in 2015, Steyn Entertainment is a Johannesburg based company which is 

labelled South Africa’s leading Entertainment, Hospitality and Media House. The 

business oversees multiple entities including Steyn Events – the holding company 

of Music and Lifestyle Festivals ‘Rocking the Daisies’ and ‘In the City’ - Record and 

Management Label ‘STAY LOW’, Jozi’s inner-city premium art hotel ‘Hallmark 

House’, and bespoke Creative and Production Agency ‘Co4lition’. The company has 

a passion for all things creative and seeks to uplift South Africans throughout the 

art industries.
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D’USSÉ
The bold, yet remarkably smooth character of D’USSÉ Cognac was founded by 

Shawn “JAY-Z” Carter and conceived by the senior-most cellar master working 

today, Michel Casavecchia. One of the world’s greatest authorities on Cognac, 

he has been curating spirits for more than 20 years at the prestigious Château de 

Cognac. This 200-year-old venue — one of the oldest Cognac houses in France — is 

where Casavecchia created D’USSÉ.

 

A cultural icon, D’USSÉ works to transcend cognac as we know it by standing for 

integrity, boldness, freedom, and the elevation of authenticity. We are the modern 

expression of Cognac.

What Is The Initiative? 
Proudly South African Entertainment, Hospitality and Media house Steyn 

Entertainment, alongside D’Ussé Chateau Du Cognac of France – owned by 

American rapper, songwriter, record executive and businessman, Shawn Carter aka, 

Jay-Z – have come together in a bid to uplift the Arts and Culture sector of South 

Africa after a treacherous 20 months.

 

By connecting the dots throughout five areas – namely Art, Film, Music, Dance and 

Fashion – D’Ussé and Steyn Entertainment aim for the initiative to show a clear 

industry impact over November and December while Jozi’s Hallmark House Hotel plays 

host to locally curated art galleries, fashion showcases, short-film premieres, dance classes 

and music-focused events which look to bring new talent to the forefront. 



Musa N. Nxumalo  Founder | Lead Curator | Sahndukani O. Mulaudzi | Founding Director | Kamogelo Walaza Assistant Curator | Project Manager

STUDIO NXUMALO CONTEMPORAY


