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I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been called…” 

(Ephesians 4:1)

For every context and for each new moment in time, the church is called to discern its God appointed mission.  What is God calling us to be 

and do right now?  And how can we, as a church, lead a life worthy of that call? Over the last eight months, our Vision Team has taken on 

the challenge of articulating our call for this time and place, here “at the corner of Faith and Justice.” This vision, affirmed by the Leadership 

Council in September, 2019 provides a broad framework for moving forward together, confident in the past that inspires us and focused on 

four priorities we believe are necessary for a thriving future. 

Our priorities are these:

We will build authentic community

We will be fierce Christians

We will advocate for justice and compassion

We will be bold

We pray you will join us as a prayerful and active participant in this new season of Northaven’s ministry.

Blessings,

Betty Boyer    Marti Soper

Leadership Council Chair Senior Pastor



Providing A Vision

In October of 2018, Northaven’s Leadership Council approved a partnership with 
the Texas Methodist Foundation and a group of members to embark on a vision 
process which would take 10 months to complete. The team members included 
Martha Stowe, Bob Dupuy, Dave Black, Diane Merrell, Kim Batchelor, Andrew 
Robinson, Ben Callaway and Rev. Marti Soper. 

The team set out to work together to determine: 
Who Are We? 
Who Are Our Neighbors? 
What does God call us to do?



Northaven’s Call

Mission Statement: As one body of Christ, the people of Northaven are 
committed to sharing God's love for the world through ministries of compassion, 
peace, justice, and reconciliation.



Who Are We?
Because we believe that God's love in Jesus Christ has broken down the walls 
that divide us, we seek to embody that love in our congregation and welcome 
people of all races, sexual orientations, and economic circumstances.

● Northaven is called to serve God with our neighbors 
● Northaven strives to be a safe and supportive place for those who have 

been harmed or marginalized by the Church and the world
● Northaven values progressive theological teaching and discourse and 

compelling worship
● Northaven’s continued vitality will require us to attract new, younger 

members



Who Are Our Neighbors?

For the purposes of our vision process, we define our neighbors as persons with 
whom we want to be in intentional relationship, persons who resonate with who 
we are and those with whom we share our unique gifts. 

More specifically, our neighbors are:

● Persons who desire progressive theological teaching and discourse and 
compelling worship

● Persons living or working near Northaven
● Persons confronted by immigration challenges and/or poverty 
● LGBTQ+ persons and families



What Does God Call Us To Do?

God is calling us to focus on four areas of ministry

● Intentional faith development for adults, children and youth
● Justice, advocacy and high-touch ministries of compassion
● Deeper relationship with our neighbors and our congregation
● Organizing and equipping for effectiveness and innovation



How Will We Respond?



We Will Build Authentic Community
We want to build authentic community through deepening our relationships with:

● Neighbors within reach of Northaven
● Neighbors who seek a spiritual home like Northaven
● Community and ministry partners who share common passions and goals
● Our current congregation



How Will We Build Authentic Community?
To accomplish this, we make these recommendations:

● An intentional Hospitality Team to connect new members to the life of the 
church and to make a more welcoming space

● One annual family friendly event to engage the nearby community
● A team to explore outreach and/or ministry opportunities to senior living units 

and new apartments in our neighborhood
● Strengthen relationships with current, key ministry partners (ODIM, Black Tie 

Dinner, Vickery Meadow Youth Foundation, North Dallas Shared Ministries)



We Will Be Fierce Christians
A fierce Christian embodies a heartfelt and powerful intensity; the combination of a positive, 

mental spirit, bold words and unapologetic actions used collectively. We will be fierce 

Christians for our time by being intentional about our own faith development, so we will...

○ Emphasize a progressive theology & seek spiritual growth by asking questions, 
serving with joy & grounding our story in God’s story

○ Value diverse paths to spiritual wisdom
○ Engage spiritual practices, individually & together, which enable us to live into our 

personal & communal calling
○ Develop our faith voice & be confident in using it

Make us to see your vision once more. 
Let’s dream of a world where our hands are in your hands. 

We offer ourselves, O God, make it so.



How Will We Be Fierce Christians?
To accomplish this, we make these recommendations:

○ Develop small groups that include spiritual growth, deepening 
relationships & community service

○ Implement educational opportunities to learn more about scripture & how 
to articulate our faith

○ Implement a discipleship pathway for adults, youth & children



We Will Advocate For Justice & Compassion
We want to take action to bring about justice through focused advocacy, and by 
entering into high touch partnerships with our neighbors: 

● Immigrants
● Those affected by racism
● LGBTQ+ persons and families
● Persons who live in poverty (locally and globally)
● The educationally underserved



How Will We Advocate For  Work For Justice?
To accomplish this, we make these recommendations:

● Identify key ministry partners 
● Develop one key expression of support for the LGBTQ+ community beyond 

Black Tie Dinner
● Develop intentional social justice initiatives (e.g. gun violence, immigration)
● Adopt a school in Vickery Meadow, like Tasby Middle School



We Will Be Bold
We want to adopt organizational structures, values and practices that will enable 
us to be nimble, bold, effective and innovative as a church.

● Provide funding, staff and resources to experiment with new ways to be the 
church

● Research ideas for additional building use that would complement our 
mission 

● Pursue a more efficient and effective governance structure



How Will We Be Bold?
To accomplish this, we make these recommendations:

● Develop a communications plan to reach key demographics 
○ i.e. Gen-X and Boomers

● Focus funding to support our ministry partners
● Develop an agile and adaptive church culture by limiting standing committees 

and launching action teams as required
● Assess the degree to which the present uses of our building promote our 

mission and vision



I Dream of a Church
By Mark Miller

I dream of a church where everyone is welcome,
I dream of a place we all can call home. 

I dream of a world where justice is flowing 
with hope and peace growing, where God’s will is done. 

Make it so, make it so! 
We pray for that day, make it so. 

We dream of a world where love reigns among us and your will is done. 
O God, make it so! 

O God, fill our hearts to reach out in welcome,
Make us to see your vision once more. 

Let’s dream of a world where our hands are in your hands. 
We offer ourselves, O God, make it so.
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