
 

 

 

Artist Call Out 

Decommissioning West Burton A 
 

Decommissioning the 20th Century: Energy Landscapes, Heritage, and 

Community 

 

We to engage communities of interest in discussions around the decommissioning of West Burton. 

We anticipate place-based community engagement and broader engagement with other interested 

parties.  

 

Background 

 

Decommissioning the 20th Century is a project to investigate the complex challenges of 

decommissioning of the UK’s vast 20th-century energy infrastructure.  

 

We are looking at three sites and communities at different stages of the process: Chatterley 

Whitfield colliery, and Fawley and West Burton power stations. We are interested in the significant 

landscape changes resulting from decommissioning as well as social and cultural values that 

influence decisions made around energy-production sites as they evolve into heritage sites. 

 

The end aim for the whole project is to develop a policy paper on how communities can co-produce 

effective heritage planning, which will enable community and heritage groups and other 

stakeholders to develop a legacy of effective and resilient networks around decommissioned sites.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Location: 

West Burton power station, Nottinghamshire 

 

West Burton power station was one of three built near to the market town of Gainsborough 

between 1961 and 1969. It is planned to be decommissioned in Sept 2022. The government has set a 

deadline to close all of Britain's unabated coal-fired power stations by2024.  

 

West Burton Power Station’s cooling towers hold an iconic place on the local landscape documented 

by Gainsborough Heritage Association (GHA) and a Flickr community of local and regional energy-

infrastructure photographers. 

 

Partners 

Ian Waites (University of Lincoln) 

 

Who We are Looking for 

You will have a socially engaged practice with experience of and confidence in working in different 

environments and instigating conversations with a range of individuals and institutions. We view 

your role as a guardian and an inquirer for this moment in history, as this iconic of 20thC power 

production falls silent. The artist will need to engage with a range of audiences in sensitive and 

creative ways, finding networks and opening up spaces for multiple viewpoints.  

The definition of socially engaged practice we are using is:  

“Socially engaged practice, also referred to as social practice or socially engaged art, can include any 

artform which involves people and communities in debate, collaboration or social interaction. The 

participatory element of socially engaged practice, is key, with the artworks created often holding 

equal or less importance to the collaborative act of creating them.”  

A fuller definition can be found at http://www.tate.org.uk/art/art-terms/s/socially-engaged-practice  

The artists will be supported by Urban Wilderness and will receive input from the academic team 

who are leading the investigation. The artist will need to work in ways which are Covid-secure, which 

we understand will mean high levels of online work.  

 

 

http://www.tate.org.uk/art/art-terms/s/socially-engaged-practice


 

 

 

Themes 

You might be interested in this commission if the following themes are present in your previous 

work: 

De-industrialisation; architecture in landscape; transformation of power production; landscape and 

identity; under-represented voices. 

Absences. Presences. Transitions.  

 

What do we want to happen? 

Work developed through the commission should respond to the place and the people, for example 

by getting people talking to each other, reframing the relationship community have with a place, 

space, story or service or by bringing attention to a facet of the place which has been overlooked.  

You will creatively interpret these conversations to explore the impact of the de-commissioning of 

West Burton on a range of people, place, economies, and landscapes. These multiple viewpoints will 

be represented by you in a way which suits your individual practice and that can be shared publicly. 

Ultimately we want to … 

Your intervention will inform a draft policy about how to sensitively engage communities in the 

process of de-commissioning old sites of industry, and meaningfully take their experiences into 

account in the decision-making process.  

 

 

Key points to consider:  

● Your working methods will need to be Covid safe  

● We are expecting applications from a single artist but we are open to queries from 

organisations / collectives.  

● There is no community group connected with this project, you will receive some guidance in 

making connections but finding and establishing interested people will be a key part of the 

role.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Structure:  

You will be appointed in mid-June 2021. 

You will have to attend a one-day stakeholder workshop in June 2021 (online - date tbc) with 

academics and partners where you may have to present your application pitch. 

You will have from mid-June to mid-August (eight weeks) to engage, interpret and represent. 

Your work will be in the public realm from August to Sept 2021.  

 

Budget: 

£5,500: 

Artist fees = £4000. Based on daily rate of £150 per day = 27 (approx) days  

Additional materials and production budget = £1,500 

 

How to apply: 

To apply please submit a proposal that outlines:  

• Why you are interested in the project  

• Three examples of past work/ projects that you think demonstrate how your practice fits this brief  

• Your methodology – ideas on where you might start, how you would make connections (drawing 

on how you have done this in the past)  

• Your initial ideas for the form your work might take 

• CV 

 

Please send your proposal as one document, ideally a PDF, around 1000 words (CV not included in 

word count) 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Process:  

We will invite shortlisted artists for an interview. This will be online with Laurel Gallagher, Isla 

Telford and Jenny Harper from Urban Wilderness. 

 

Deadline: 

Please email all applications to info@urbanwildernesscic.com by 5.00pm on Monday 31st May 2021. 

 

Interview: 

Monday 14th June.  

 

Links:  

Urban Wilderness www.urbanwildernesscic.com 

Project website: www.chatterleywhitfield.online  

EDF: https://www.edfenergy.com/media-centre/news-releases/edf-confirms-west-burton-will-

close-september-2022-two-years-ahead 
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