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Brand New Day: A Vision for a New Heaven and New Earth 

Designer: Candace Simpson 

A Note to the Facilitator  

The Wiz offers us an opportunity to see the beginnings of a radical vision, much in the 
same way that the writer of Revelation can see a new heaven and new Earth. There are 
some things in Revelation that anger me AND excite me. There are also some things in 
The Wiz that anger me AND excite me.  

One of the goals of this particular Bible Study is to encourage participants to critically 
engage the text/media they consume. What can be useful in this passage/scene? What 
is harmful in this passage/scene? We have to thoughtfully reflect on our movies and 
sacred texts. We must temper our criticism with imagination. Too much criticism puts 
us in a perpetual posture of deconstructing every element, to the point where we get 
stuck. On the other hand, refusing to critique (both biblical texts and movies) can make 
us soldiers in the army of White Supremacy (and all its ideological cousins). 

This is a lesson plan, but you as a facilitator know your community better than I do. 
Modify where you can. Feel free to tailor the design to your specific group. I personally 
might spend time singing “Soon and Very Soon” even before we start the lesson as a 
reminder that “loving God with our minds” is indeed worship.   2

By the end of this session, we want participants to come away with two things:  

1. What are the new heavens and new earths we can see? What do they look like? 
How do we know it’s actually here?  

1 https://www.elle.com/culture/movies-tv/a25240852/the-wiz-movie-musical/  
2 Dr. James H. Cone used to say this often to us in class at Union Seminary. Bless his memory and 
example.  
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2. Where is God in our dreams?  

Objective 
Participants will be able to articulate their vision for a new heaven and new earth.  

Materials Needed 
 
1. Scripture (printed out) 
2. Markers & chart paper 
3. Video of “Brand New Day” dance 

scene. If video capacities are not 
available, google search images 
of the scene to share.  

4. “Soon and Very Soon,” Andraé 
Crouch. If you can have this song 
playing in the room before you 
start, that’s perfect!   

 

Agenda 

Note: If your community does not have a covenant document, create one. How do we 
expect to treat one another in this space? How will you manage tech like phones and 
tablets? How does one get the attention of the room? Are we raising hands, are we 
popcorning? Some useful agreements are “one mic,” “share your story,” “notice the 
space you are/are not taking up…”  Your community can discern it together. Make sure 
that this covenant makes it to each meeting. It is a living document, so feel free to 
revisit it as necessary.  

Check in: Take 2 minutes to introduce yourself to someone next to you. Finish this 
sentence, “heaven feels like…”  

Scripture: Introduce the scripture passage, Revelation 21:1-4 (NRSV).  

1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the 
first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, 
the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride 
adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “See, 
the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them;they will be his 
peoples, and God himself will be with them; 4 he will wipe every tear from their 
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eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the 
first things have passed away.” 

Notice out loud where you see gendered language. What can be limiting about this? 
Even with gendered language, are there places in this text that feel comforting? Take 5 
minutes to debrief the scripture. As a facilitator, take notes on how people resonate with 
verses 3 and 4. This will be helpful later on.  
 

Mini-lesson: Watch the clip from The Wiz. Similar caveat. This is not a perfect text 
either. This movie employed colorist stereotypes because Evilene was dark-skinned and 
Glinda was light-skinned. Evilene was also bigger than Glinda, so there are some 
fatphobic stereotypes that the casting directors banked on as well. In order to prove to 
an audience that Evilene is indeed evil, she is intentionally cast as a dark skinned fat 
Black woman.  The Wiz Live (2015) gave us a different kind of casting in direct contrast 3

with the movie. By the end of today, I hope we get to address some of those problems 
and imagine a way beyond the stereotypes.  

Evilene runs a sweatshop. The actual text of the sweatshop says that she is the 
“manufacturer of sweat.” She runs the people down day after day and they don’t get a 
lunch break. They’re kept busy and worn out because their working conditions are trash. 
They don’t get a chance to dream.  

Sound familiar? For many, an exorbitant student loan balance keeps them from 
dreaming. Or high rents. Or massive hospital bills. A job has to support our flourishing 
economically. We don’t have the luxury of doing work for free, and it may feel like we’re 
workers who just “manufacture sweat.”  

 As you’ll see here, this video is the celebration of what happens when the evil witch 
(and the Empire itself) is destroyed. The dancers in this clip will celebrate the old thing 
coming off and the possibilities of a new world without oppressive work 
environments/unethical bosses. They symbolically shed the clothes of an old world and 
reveal who they are underneath.  

(in the video, the dance scene is found at timestamp 1:46:15-1:50:25 in the movie) 

Group Talk:  In groups of 4, you’ll talk about this together: 

1. What current thing oppressing you do you need to see destroyed? Whose boot is 
on your neck right now? 

2. What new thing must replace it? What concrete thing would be a foundation for 
your community’s flourishing? 

3 https://mashable.com/2018/03/01/body-positivity-definition-the-body-is-not-an-apology/ Check out the 
work of people like Sonya Renee Taylor.  

          C. Simpson, Fish Sandwich Heaven, 2019. 

https://mashable.com/2018/03/01/body-positivity-definition-the-body-is-not-an-apology/


3 
 

3. Where is God in it for you? Where do you feel the movement of the Divine in this 
process?  

For example, if Dorothy were to answer these questions she may say : 4

1. The old thing that must be destroyed is the exploitation of labor and squashing 
people's humanity. There is no good godly reason why Evilene is lording over a 
Sweat Shop and making the people of Oz scared for their lives.  

2. What must replace it is the joy we get in discovering ourselves and releasing our 
masks. Our true selves must replace the lies we’ve been told about our potential. 
We need space to dance. We need homes where there is “love overflowing.” 

3. God is among us. God is within us cheering us on and reminding us of Home. 
God is wherever my friends are.  

The writer of Revelation may say something different. You don’t have to get to all of 
these questions, but just start by getting to this. Have a discussion together and answer 
these questions. Let’s take 15 minutes to do so. 

As participants are talking, circulate around the room. Listen to conversations so that 
you can figure out where you need to focus for the debrief. 

Debrief: Let’s come back to a circle. What were some major insights from your 
conversation? What came up for your group as the “new heaven?” As a facilitator, write 
these things down. Notice trends, or invite participants to notice trends. If this is a group 
that meets often, congrats! You’ve just identified some issues that people are passionate 
about. As you design your own studies, remember these concerns. Research these 
concerns and explore any grassroots collectives in your community working on these 
concerns specifically.  

Spend 10 minutes in a debrief.  

Close Out 
Let’s form a prayer circle. Be mindful that not everyone wants to be touched or hold 
hands.  

Create a collective prayer. Invite people to reflect on where God is in this process for 
them. As people feel led, they can call out into the circle where God is, or where they’d 
like God to meet them as they dream of a new Heaven and new Earth. When you get 

4 For this, I would prepare a slide/chart paper reference with these answers on it already. The hope is to 
model how one might answer these questions, so that folks don’t get stuck in the group conversation. 
Using Dorothy’s example keeps us focused on one of our texts, and it also doesn’t give away any 
answers. Also, it’s cute. We love Dorothy.  
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enough of a lull in responses, take a look around and close the circle with a general 
prayer. You can say something like: 

God, you have heard our petitions. We need your presence in our lives as we try to build 
safer and freer communities. Be among our dreaming and designing, Show us that you 
care. Whisper into our ears when we feel lonely, give us a brand new song to sing, open 
our hearts to the beauty that is possible. We long for a world where you will wipe our tears 
away, where there is no more crying, dying, sickness or pain. Hold us as we seek you. 
Amen.  

Text in the Room 

I often post a quote in the room that aligns with the objective somewhere in the room. 
As participants are getting settled, they can see it and hold onto that as a sticky image. 
Song lyrics work great for this.  

“To get lost in your thoughts 

Is a very very complex thought 

And the things that you thought are surprising 

It's the way you believe 

That becomes the very thing you see 

Take a ride in the sky 

It's just calling.” 

---Janelle Monáe, “Sally Ride” 
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