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Program Note 

 

In 1989, my final year in South Bend, IN, Caroline Dillon, a vocal 

student at the time, commissioned these works for her senior 

recital.  I had been interested in the beautiful and direct poetry of 

Linda Gregg for a few years, having become acquainted with her 

writing while at the MacDowell Colony. I had also been teaching 

and creating for 11 years at Saint Mary's College, Notre Dame, an 

all women's Catholic college. These experiences gave me time to 

reflect on the nature of a world with very few men. I had a chance 

to observe many varieties of female to female relationships (from a 

male perspective, of course) and also continually reflect on male / 

female issues.  Linda Gregg's poems offer a rather opposite 

perspective--a females perspective on men and relationships with 

men. In these songs I offer one male's musical perspective on one 

female's poetic perspective of relationships with males.  I intend 

these songs to honor the never-ending, beautiful, sometimes bitter 

sweet, spiral of male/female perceptions of one another. 

 

R.B. 
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