
 
 
Khmer Krom Community Reiterates Efforts to Bring Peace and Unity to the Neighborhood 
 
Everyone is feeling the stress and strain these days that comes from worries related to our 
health and economic security. We must reach out to our neighbors to support each other in any 
way we can.  
 
For the people of the Khmer Krom Buddhist community, this has always been our goal. We live it 
through our daily practices of quiet prayer and meditation. It is also an important part of how we 
seek approval to construct our Temple here in Evergreen. 
 
We understand that some neighbors objected to our recent demolition and clean-up activity, 
and we’re writing this letter to respond to their concerns. 
 
This demolition was completed as a response to earlier neighbors’ concerns about graffiti and 
potential gang activity on the site. In response, we secured the property and engaged the San 
Jose Police Department, who confirmed an active gang presence. 
 
The City granted the site demolition permit to ensure the safety of the neighborhood and 
confirmed this decision when we sought their guidance in light of the Shelter-in-Place (SIP) 
order.  
 
While not required by the City, we reached out proactively to the surrounding homes to let them 
know of the demolition activity. We took several steps as well:   
 

• We secured a water truck to reduce dust on site 
• We mailed car wash/detail certificates to the 32 nearest neighbors (two per household) 

to be used as soon as the SIP was over, in order to mitigate any dust on neighbor’s cars 
• We established working hours between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. and refrained from weekend 

work; we regret one instance where a water truck was delivered before 8 a.m. to the site 
• We worked quickly and diligently (while following social distancing best practices) to 

expedite the process 
• We planted grass seed and applied hydro mulch on the site to reduce runoff and leave an 

attractive space when we were finished  
 
We have always proactively reached out to our neighbors about this project, holding four 
voluntary community meetings and numerous individual meetings with neighbors prior to our 
project submission, and this situation was no different. While none of this outreach is required 
by the City, we’ve done it voluntarily because we believe it is the right thing to do.  
 
The safety of our neighborhood is a top priority, and we took these precautionary measures at 
our own expense and our own risk since we have yet to receive approval to build on the site. We 
will continue to respond to concerns and act quickly to ensure everyone’s safety and well-being.   



 
We wish our neighbors peace in this time and look forward to an opportunity when we can be 
together again. 
 
 


