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SALLY: Everybody Hates Rand is a Wheel of Time podcast that will contain spoilers for all 
fourteen books, so if you’re anti-spoiler pause this, read all fourteen books, and come back. 
We’ll be here. Waiting.  
 
EMILY: Our title is a joke and is meant to be taken as such. In the context of this podcast, 
“everybody” refers to us and our cat. You are free to feel however you want about Rand, who is 
a fictional character. Don’t DM us.  
 
[Theme song by Glynna Mackenzie plays] 
 
SALLY: Um, my accountant sent me my, like, tax return yesterday to review it and he was like, 
“Does this look right to you?” And I was like, “You could send me like a pile of sticks and be 
like this is your tax return and I’d be like sure?”  
 
EMILY: I literally googled today, “How much to hire accountant [laughing] to do taxes?” Cuz I 
don’t want to face Daddy TurboTax.  
 
SALLY: I bet Nathan would help you. Nathan did Julie’s on, like, HR Block and it was like sixty 
dollars.  
 
EMILY: Oh.  
 
SALLY: So, I bet if you ask him he would… 
 



EMILY: Well, TurboTax is usually, I think, even cheaper than that for me, because my taxes are 
relatively so easy. I have to face the reality of having health insurance and a 401K and I don’t 
know what that means. For my taxes. Do I owe the government money? Who knows?   
 
SALLY: I mean, I could ask Fred, my family friend, if he would do your taxes.  
 
EMILY: My dad is an accountant. I ought to be able to say, “Dad, will you do my taxes?” But 
no, he’s so just dang busy. This is – and I don’t exactly trust him with money management. This 
is the guy who doesn’t, you know, transfer his Venmo payments to his bank account regularly.  
 
SALLY: Well, I could ask Nathan if he’d be willing to just, like, review it. If you wanted.  
 
EMILY: It’s okay. I’ll try and do it next week and if I get stuck, I’ll offer to pay Collins 
[laughing] twenty dollars to do it.  
 
SALLY: I mean.  
 
EMILY: Collins isn’t an accountant, but he’ll do anything for money.  
 
SALLY: Nathan is actually an accountant. I’m not just offering his help because he’s a man. 
[laughing] I just want to clarify that for anybody who’s concerned.  
 
EMILY: I know, but I don’t actually know Nathan that well, so.  
 
SALLY: Yeah, I don’t know if you want him digging in your finances.  
 
EMILY: Yeah, I don’t really do too much with my finances. Just buy Diet Coke. Occasionally I 
go on splurges and buy snow cone machines.  
 
SALLY: He is a trustworthy young lad, though. He’s just there if you need him. Or you can just 
be like, “Collins, help.”  
 
EMILY: Just, what is Collins good for if not to, um.  
 
SALLY: Do your taxes? 
 
EMILY: Do the money management that I don’t want to do?  
 
SALLY: Yeah. I feel, like, I was having this conversation with my friends. I’m about, ugh, ugh, 
ugh. I’m about to be twenty-six years old. Ugh.  
 
EMILY: Yeah, in, like, five days.  
 
SALLY: Yeah, the birthday I am literally dreading. Um, and I’ve never, like, had to my own 
taxes, because my mom’s very lovely friend Fred always does, like, everyone in our family’s 
taxes, except for Perry’s, I think. Because Perry is an intelligent [laughs] enough person to do his 



own taxes. I am not. And it’s, like, at some point Fred’s going to be like, “I can’t do your taxes 
anymore, I am retired.” And I’ll be, like, a thirty-five-year-old woman and have no idea how to 
go about doing my own taxes. So, I probably should learn sooner.  
 
EMILY: Chris has been making me do my own taxes since I was fifteen.  
 
SALLY: That’s – see, that’s probably a good thing!  
 
EMILY: No, it was really mean [laughs].  
 
SALLY: I mean, fifteen is a little young.  
 
EMILY: I know, my fucking income from the dry cleaner’s and the snow cone shake.  
 
SALLY: Yeah, I mean fifteen-year-olds shouldn’t have to pay taxes.  
 
EMILY: I know. Yeah, I would just have – would spend a Saturday afternoon with my little 
W2’s, sitting at the kitchen table, with my 1040 EZ form that I picked up at the post office.  
 
SALLY: Mm-hmm.  
 
EMILY: Couldn’t even drive myself to the post office. Had to make it an errand on my mom’s 
never-ending list of errands. Financial independence, as learned in the Juchau household 
[laughing], is like a brutal bootcamp.  
 
SALLY: It sounds like it. I – yeah.  
 
EMILY: So anyway, tax season is upon us, I guess? 
 
SALLY: Yes, tax season is upon us. And let’s all hope that Fred did my taxes correctly, because 
I was like, “This looks right to my untrained, idiot eye.” 
 
EMILY: Tax man cometh. That’s my major problem with doing taxes. I don’t, like, actually – 
the tax services make it fairly easily, theoretically, but the thing is, unless you are a trained 
accountant or something, you could do your taxes totally wrong and have no idea.  
  
SALLY: Yeah.  
 
EMILY: Until the IRS is like, “Knock, knock.” 
 
SALLY: “You owe us eight hundred dollars.” 
 
EMILY: “You fucking suck.”  
 
SALLY: Yeah.  
 



EMILY: And you’re like, “But you knew what the right amount was, so why didn’t you just tell 
me?” 
 
SALLY: [laughs] They’re like, “No, you have to figure it out.” [laughs] There’s this very good 
tweet that’s like, “Just did my own taxes so I should be in jail by Friday” [laughing].  
 
EMILY: [laughing] Exactly! Like, I’m going to go the rest of my life with the omnipresent fear 
that I’m going to be arrested. Every time I go through airport security it’s, like, maybe now’s 
[laughing] when the IRS.  
 
SALLY: Wait…Juchau?! 
 
EMILY: She’s on a watchlist!  
 
SALLY: You’ve been on the IRS watchlist since you were fifteen [laughs].  
 
EMILY: [laughing] Since you were fifteen! You’ve been scamming the government. How much 
money did I even make when I was fifteen? Three hundred dollars? 
 
SALLY: Yeah, I feel like there’s no way [laughing] that would have been taxable. Stupid.  
 
EMILY: [laughs] 
 
SALLY: Stupid. Stupid. Okay, welcome to America in tax season and literally everyone who has 
to pay taxes is stressed [laughs] between the months of like February to April.  
 
EMILY: I guess I could ask Aaron, too. I did drop of three six packs of Coke Zero on his porch 
last night.  
 
SALLY: Is Aaron an accountant? 
 
EMILY: No, he’s just one of those competent men who knows tax things.  
 
SALLY: I think it’s very powerful of women who refuse to know anything about taxes.  
 
EMILY: [laughs] 
 
SALLY:  I know that’s probably not a very hot feminist take, but I think it’s very powerful of 
them [laughs].  
 
EMILY: I’m comforted to know that Devin and I are in the same boat.  
 
SALLY: Good for you, Devin! You can be included in the hot girls who don’t know anything 
about taxes.  
 
EMILY: I’m sure [laughs].  



 
SALLY: [laughs] 
 
EMILY: What’s that thing that’s like, “Every lesbian needs an emotional support himbo?” 
 
SALLY: Uh-huh.  
 
EMILY: I, like, sent that to Devin one time and he’s like, “Yeah, except somehow I’m the 
lesbian [laughing] and you’re the himbo. Or we, like take turns.” And I was like, “That’s really 
fucking true.” Devin has big lesbian energy despite being a straight man.  
 
SALLY: Somehow, yes.  
 
EMILY: And yeah, neither of us really [softly] knows anything about taxes. Unless he’s hiding 
something from me. 
 
SALLY: He’s like, “I can’t be the lesbian in this relationship if I know things about taxes.” 
 
EMILY: No, Devin! If you know things about taxes, you have to tell me! Cuz I’ll –  
  
SALLY: Does Janet know? I feel like Janet is a competent person.  
 
EMILY: Janet’s such a competent adult.  
 
SALLY: Maybe Janet can do your taxes.  
 
EMILY: She – I was talking to Devin and Janet on Friday, and Janet was casually like, “Um, 
well I have these cupcakes in the fridge that I made the cupcakes and then I dipped them in 
chocolate and then I’m going to make some marshmallow topping. And then I have to put them 
in the oven to get crispy, so it’s like a s’more.”  
 
SALLY: Oh my god.  
 
EMILY: And I was like, “What the fuck? You should be on the Great British Baking Show.” 
And she was like, “Emily, it came from a mix.” And I was like –  
 
SALLY: So? 
 
EMILY: “Janet, that’s four more steps than I would usually commit to making cupcakes.” 
 
SALLY: Yeah.  
 
EMILY: If the steps to making cupcakes aren’t put some shit in a bowl, stir it, and then messily 
dump it into the cupcake pan. 
 
SALLY: Exactly.  



 
EMILY: Then consume fifteen minutes later, then I’m not doing it.  
 
SALLY: Then I don’t want it.  
 
EMILY: It’s amazing. Some people are just…good at things [laughs]. 
 
SALLY: Some people are better than the rest of us. But fear not, this is Everybody Hates Rand, a 
place for those of us who are not better to gather.  
 
EMILY: Janet’s the same person who claims that in the zombie apocalypse, which we all talk 
about frequently, I don’t know why, but that she’ll be the least useful member of the party and 
that all we’ll be able to do is eat her. And I’m like, “That’s not even true. You’re a trained 
therapist. You’ll be keeping us all alive. Not to mention your baking and many other skills.” 
 
SALLY: Yeah.  
 
EMILY: I’ll be the first to be eaten.  
 
SALLY: I will be the first to be eaten, because I will be hobbling around with me literal cane, 
unable to do taxes, unable to hunt, unable to cook, unable to read.  
 
EMILY: If we still have to do taxes in the zombie apocalypse –  
 
SALLY: [laughing loudly]  
 
EMILY: I’m gonna fucking lose it. Then I’ll definitely be like, “Eat me, first. It’s not worth 
being alive.” 
 
SALLY: The only thing we had after the fall of civilization was that we didn’t have to do taxes 
anymore! 
 
EMILY: No more taxes! [laughing] I’m sorry I keep interrupting the introduction. I’m Emily 
Juchau.  
 
SALLY: It’s okay. Who gives a shit? I’m Sally Goodger. Welcome to our ding dong podcast.  
 
EMILY: There’s not even anything to talk about. I say that every fucking week.  
 
SALLY: Well, this one I just feel like it’s not. Because we just had the sudden shift from Egg 
being the normal Egg we know, to being, like, suddenly she is a super competent political figure.  
 
EMILY: Yeah, there does seem to be a missing link. Um, we have [laughs] – plot wise what 
happens is that Egg wakes up, after, you know, her whole dumb ceremony of becoming the 
Amyrlin Seat. She’s like, “I was up all night talking to various ladies. First Sheriam and the 
others, and the Romanda and Lelaine.” Or Lelainey, however you say her name.  



 
SALLY: Lee-lane?  
 
EMILY:  Um, she’s like, “I was dealing with them all night. Finally got to sleep. Now I have a 
maid. Her name’s Chesa.” Chess-a? 
 
SALLY: Cheese-a.  
 
EMILY: Cheese-a.  
 
SALLY: [laughs] 
 
EMILY: Cheesus. Grilled Cheesus. 
 
SALLY: [laughing] Okay, I’m sorry. Did you ever watch Kim Possible? 
 
EMILY: Yeah.  
 
SALLY:  Do you remember that, like, episode where they go into a place and, like, everything 
was made of cheese? 
 
EMILY: I remember there was an obsession with cheese in that show. Because they really liked 
nachos, right? 
 
SALLY: Yeah, they would always –  
 
EMILY: They went to Bueno Nacho.  
 
SALLY: Yeah [laughs] Bueno Nacho.  
 
EMILY: [laughs] 
 
SALLY: I just remember – I don’t know. Maybe I’ll deep dive into Disney plus and watch Kim 
Possible.  
 
EMILY: That does seem familiar. A place made of cheese.  
 
SALLY: Yeah. Okay, anyway. Cheese-a. Chess-a. Cheza. We don’t know her name.  
 
EMILY: Yeah, Chesa exists to, um, fill the role of – what is this exactly? This trope of, like, 
perfect serving person. Perfect, you know, lower class, service, um, person who’s just perfectly 
content with their job and their position in society and just lives to serve.  
 
SALLY: Yeah, literally is like, “I love being your servant. I’m so deeply loyal to you.” 
 



EMILY: Yeah, I feel like that trope is entrenched in some racist, uh, uh, myths revolving around 
enslaved people. You know, you have the, like, the mammy trope and, uh, things like that. But it 
is just, like, sort of a – you also get it a ton in, like, anything that has to do with the British 
aristocracy, I feel like.  
 
SALLY: Yeah, I was gonna say. I feel like – we talked about this a little bit in my Lord of the 
Rings class in regards to Sam.  
 
EMILY: Oh yeah.  
 
SALLY: And the way that he is, like, not…just Frodo’s friend, he is Frodo’s servant and that 
plays a huge role in their relationship in the way that he – in the very specific way that Sam is 
committed to Frodo, not just as a friend, but as, like, Frodo is his master. That’s what he calls 
him. Master Frodo.  
 
EMILY: Mm-hmm.  
 
SALLY: Um, and we talked a lot about how that is a very, like, British mentality. And I guess, 
specifically, like English mentality. Like, the English aristocracy – I don’t know much about the 
English aristocracy, except after –  
 
EMILY: Except the fucking gossip this week. Jui-cy. Couture.  
 
SALLY: Yeah [laughs]. Although, it has been very funny for the royal family to be like, “We’re 
not – what do you mean we are racist?” [laughs] 
 
EMILY: Us? Racist?  
 
SALLY: Yeah [laughs].  
 
EMILY: [mock British accent] The imperialist empire? Born on the backs [laughs] of fucking 
colonization.  
 
SALLY: Yeah, um, I mean, good for Prince Harry. Imagine having a husband that committed. 
That he –  
 
EMILY: Well, it’s fucking basic, you know? I feel.  
 
SALLY: You’re right. Be like, “I will abandon my racist family because they are shitheads. And 
my uncle is an accused pedophile.” 
 
EMILY: UGH. BLEGH.  
 
SALLY: Okay, we’re not talking about it.  
 
EMILY: That man looks like a sack of bones.  



 
SALLY: [laughs] 
 
EMILY: That was dragged through the sewers.  
 
SALLY: [laughing] What’s that tumblr post you read about Prince Philip? Where it’s like –  
 
EMILY: I can’t do it! I’ll start crying laughing!  
 
SALLY: [laughing] Every time he needs to get an organ replaced, they have to sacrifice a street 
orphan.  
 
EMILY: STOP!  
 
SALLY: Okay, anyway the British monarchy and the British aristocracy –  
 
EMILY: [laughing] Little Bartholomew, your sacrifice was not in vain! 
 
SALLY: Yeah! [laughing] Okay, guys. Okay, [laughing] we’re going to try and get through this.  
 
EMILY: It’s just so Dickensian, you know?  
 
SALLY: Yeah. Um, but, yeah, this idea that, like, there – like, it’s obviously rooted in a class 
system and classism. The idea that there are people who are meant to be above and there are 
people who are meant to serve. And if you are of the serving class than the best you can possible 
hope for is to have a serving role and a master to whom you can be completely dedicated to.   
 
EMILY: Yeah, and instead of, like, it’s this insidious – not even that insidious. It’s this pretty 
obvious form of, um, class, uh, labor, class suppression of being like, “This is the limits of your 
upward mobility.” Um, the perfect servant does not desire more from life. Doesn’t desire any 
more power or standing. They just, like, do the best with the status that they’re born into.  
 
SALLY: Mm-hmm.  
 
EMILY: Which, you know, goes to a lot of, like, caste systems, where, uh, perfection in life, or 
whatever, fulfilling one’s duty is not about rising within the system, it’s about rising within your 
tier of the system to reach this sort of perfection.  
 
SALLY: Yeah.  
 
EMILY: Um, which, I mean. I think, personally, philosophically speaking I think there’s some 
truth in just doing the best with what we have, but, like, the fact that it is so class-entrenched and 
has to do with perfect servants.  
 
SALLY: Yeah, I don’t think there’s any – philosophically speaking, I don’t think there is 
anything, like, inherently wrong with being a person who is like, “I am content with my lot in 



life. I don’t have to necessarily look for, you know, monikers of success that are traditionally 
associated with capitalism like being more wealthy, being more powerful, having more sway 
over my community. I’m perfectly content, you know, to do this and to not base everything in 
my life on some external moniker of success.” I think that is totally fine, but we can’t exactly 
remove the idea of a servant and a perfect servant from the systems of classism and capitalism. 
So, for a servant to be like, “I’m so content here,” it’s just. Yeah, it’s just, yeah, building this 
ideal person who’s just happy to serve. And doesn’t require anything else out of life. And exists 
for your benefit.   
 
EMILY: Yeah, so, like, on individual level there’s nothing wrong with…Chesa. Chess-a. But as 
part of a trope she is part of a, you know, bad uh…I’m really struggling with words today. All 
I’ve been thinking about is little Bartholomew the Dickensian orphan [laughing] who was 
sacrificed to replace all of Prince what’s his name’s organs.  
 
SALLY: Prince Philip.  
 
EMILY: Prince Philip.  
 
SALLY:  Um, yeah, and I also think that, like, yeah as an individual nothing wrong. But this is a 
pattern that we see in Wheel of Time, right? We’ve got Basel Gil who’s willing to throw his 
entire life away to follow Morgase into exile. And to an even more insidious extent we have 
Tallanvor. And then we’ve got the maid lady in the Palace of Andor. I can’t remember her name 
right now.  
 
EMILY: Rene Harfor.  
 
SALLY: Yeah. Harfor.  
 
EMILY: There’s the two serving men who are always trying – who are always competing with 
each other to serve Mat better.  
 
SALLY: Mm-hmm.  
 
EMILY: Yeah, it’s all just very –  
 
SALLY: It’s all very weird. So, like…. like, we can’t just be like as – Chesa is fine doing this 
because her, this is her personality, this is an individual. She’s part of a larger class in, that’s 
built into Wheel of Time. Like, there’s not a single servant that seems to be like, “What if you 
paid me more money?” 
 
EMILY: Yeah, or anything like that.  
 
SALLY: Yeah.  
 
EMILY: Um, so Egg gets ready for her day and then goes downstairs where all of the Sitters and 
everyone important are waiting. And they, like, open the doors and levitate Egg, dramatically.  



 
SALLY: It’s so ridiculous.  
 
EMILY: And they’re like, “We call a new Amyrlin Seat. It’s Egg.” 
 
SALLY: [snorts, laughs] And the crowd’s like, “Egg! Egg!” 
 
BOTH: Egg! Egg! Egg! 
 
EMILY: And Egg’s like, “Hi, I’m Egg! [laughs].” Stupid. She’s like, “Hi, I’m the new Amyrlin. 
I’m gonna help us get rid of Elaida,” or something.  
 
SALLY: Yeah.  
 
EMILY: She’s like, “I’m going to help us fight against Elaida. That’s my goal. You can trust me. 
Anyway, today, I, as is the normal thing, everyone who is punished, Novices and Accepted who 
are doing penance, and doing dishes or whatever, they get a free pass. And everyone can dance 
and celebrate. And, oh, by the way Nynaeve and Elayne and Theodrin and Faolain are all now 
Aes Sedai, effective immediately. Good day. Oh, and Sheriam is my Keeper.” Now, we’re told 
that Egg was given a much longer speech that she just, like, edited down to this three minute –  
 
SALLY: Gettysburg Address.  
 
EMILY: Yeah, which, Gettysburg Address is a great example. Generally, the shorter the speech, 
the better. People don’t actually want to hear you declaim about whatever political shit is going 
on.  
 
SALLY: Yeah.  
 
EMILY: You just say what you’re gonna say and get out, and that’s great.  
 
SALLY: [singing] Say what you need to say. Say what you need to say.  
 
EMILY: I forgot about that song, god.  
 
SALLY: [laughs] Thanks, Adam Lambert.  
 
EMILY: Um, that’s Adam Lambert?  
 
SALLY: Mm-hmm.  
 
EMILY: God.  
 
SALLY: [laughs] Um, yeah. But then the levitate Egg down and everyone is like, “Mmm. Egg, 
that wasn’t what you were supposed to say.”  
 



EMILY: Yeah, first Sheriam is like, “Uh, I don’t think anyone will be too happy about you 
editing it down.” And Egg’s like [in a higher pitch], “Well, I just thought it would be nicer, you 
know? Like, I didn’t think anyone would really want to listen to me for that long.” Kind of just 
this playing dumb routine. And she keeps that up even when Romanda and Lelaine enter the 
room and are both basically like, “How dare you raise various people to Aes Sedai? You aren’t 
authorized to do that. You need to run these things by the Hall.” And she’s just like, “Well, yeah, 
I just didn’t want anyone to think that I’m weird for suddenly being the Amyrlin Seat. I figured if 
it’s part of a group than that would make more sense, but I’ll be sure to ask in the future.” And 
everyone’s like, “Well, okay.” And, uh, Egg is like [maniacal laughter]. 
 
SALLY: [laughs] 
 
EMILY: “Sheriam could you get Nynaeve and Elayne for me?” And Sheriam’s like, “Yeah, fine. 
You can talk to your friends. Siuan’s gonna come by later to teach you Amyrlin etiquette.” And 
Egg’s, like, left in this empty study, which as she notes, there’s, like, no actual work there for her 
to do. There’s no paper or anything. So, it’s very obvious that they don’t mean for her to actually 
do anything, and it makes sense that that’s obvious to Egg. She’s not a stupid character.   
 
SALLY: Mm-hmm.  
 
EMILY: What is, as we’ve alluded to, the missing link is how suddenly Egg went from being in 
a state of shock over the whole thing to maybe realizing her position to suddenly having a pretty 
in-tact strategy.  
 
SALLY: Yeah.  
 
EMILY: For how to deal with it. She already is playing off Romanda, Lelaine, and Sheriam’s, 
like, factions by herself and by the end of this section she has recruited people to help her do 
that. And she’s already got, like, goals and what she’s going to do. And it’s just…we don’t 
always need to see a character’s thought process every time. That’s highly unnecessary. But in 
this instance, like, we are just missing a couple of steps. So it feels like we are walking on a 
staircase in the dark and we suddenly tripped.  
 
SALLY: Yeah, yeah. And, like, I don’t know this is one instance where I think, like, it would 
have been…like, Robert Jordan could have committed a little more page time to Egg kind of 
faltering around the power structure here in Salidar and, like, maybe, you know, fumbling it a 
few times before… 
 
EMILY: Yeah, I think we’ve said this before. Egg has no grace period.  
 
SALLY: Yeah.  
 
EMILY: Before she suddenly has to be very good at this.  
 



SALLY: Yeah, which is, like, I mean, I guess is kind of realistic. Nobody’s really given a grace 
period to be a bad leader, but, like, it doesn’t – it’s also not expected that an eighteen-year-old 
child will be, you know, one hundred percent prepped to be a leader.  
 
EMILY: And especially, I think, it’s jarring because we see this whole process played out with, 
um, Perrin and with Rand, specifically. Like, Perrin and Rand do not know what they’re doing at 
first, and it’s very obvious that they don’t know what they’re doing at first. And they make 
mistakes even if, uh, kind of filtered through their perspectives they’re not categorized as 
mistakes.  
 
SALLY: Yeah.  
 
EMILY: Because neither of them are very, ha ha, self-aware. But, like, it is obvious to us, the 
readers, as the series goes on, Rand is becoming a more competent leader and so is Perrin. Or, I 
guess, Rand is becoming – Rand has, like, a parabola of –  
 
SALLY: [laughs] 
 
EMILY: Peak competence and then he’s just descending into insanity.  
 
SALLY: [laughing] 
 
EMILY: But Perrin obviously, like, knows what he’s doing by the time we pick back up in, I 
don’t know, the next book or two. Like, he’s accustomed to leading people.  
  
SALLY: Yeah, and it’s very, I think, telling that Egg as our predominant female leader, out of 
our group of…our gaggle of idiots doesn’t get that grace period. She has to be one hundred 
percent excellent, immediately.  
 
EMILY: Yeah, it’s just more of Robert Jordan – no one hates their female characters more than 
Robert Jordan.  
 
SALLY: [laughs, whispers] It’s so true.  
 
EMILY: It’s just more Robert Jordan not actually knowing how to write female characters unless 
they are filling tropes.  
 
SALLY: Mm-hmm.  
 
EMILY: So, he can’t actually figure out the space between Egwene as innocent ingenue and Egg 
as Young Pope. So he just skips that because it’s like “Uh, I don’t know. She’s a lady. They 
don’t actually need any time in between to adjust.” You’re just either…you just progress from 
virgin to, what is it? Mother, maiden, whore? Or something like that?  
 
SALLY: Yeah.  
 



EMILY: First you’re a virgin, then you’re a mother, and then you’re a whore and there’s no in 
between.  
 
SALLY: Yeah. First you are –  
 
EMILY: Grace areas.  
 
SALLY:  Then you are Egg – first you are girl from Two Rivers, then you are…Amyrlin 
[laughs]. That’s it.  
 
EMILY: [pops lips] 
 
SALLY: Yeah, it’s just this idea that women aren’t allowed to fail in the same way that men are. 
It’s very much, like, Hillary Clinton, not that I’m a fan of Hillary Clinton, you know, but I think 
her, um, campaign against Donald Trump is a very good example of this. Where every single, 
not even necessarily mistake, but every decision she made in her political career was dragged 
through the ringer as she was running for, you know, office. Whereas Donald Trump was 
literally walking around with his dick in his hand and everyone was like, “He can definitely be 
president.”  
 
EMILY: [sighs]  
 
SALLY: So.  
 
EMILY: So, Elayne and Nynaeve come in. And Egg’s like, “Oh my god! It’s so nice to see you, 
my friends.” And they all chat for a little bit. Egg’s like, “Tell me about all the discoveries 
you’ve made that I’m hearing so much about.” And they’re like, “Nynaeve accidentally healed 
Logain and then on purpose healed Siuan and Leane and Elayne’s been making ter’angreal and 
it’s all very cool.” And Egg’s like, “Okay. That doesn’t really seem like all of it, but sure, sure.” 
They go on a little brief tangent about Rand. Uh, Egg gives the news to Elayne. She’s like, “I’m 
so sorry about your mom, but if it helps Rand intends to give you both the Andoran throne and 
Cairhienin throne.” And Elayne’s like, “Give? [haughty voice] He can’t give me the throne!” 
 
SALLY: [laughs]  
 
EMILY: She’s like, “It’s mine to have,” and I’m like, “Except you’re not even in the country!”  
 
SALLY: Yeah. Like, yeah [sighs]. 
 
EMILY: Like, Elayne’s insistence that she doesn’t need to have the throne given to her, while I 
understand the, like, political and social nuances of being like, “I have been born into this 
position and I have been training to take this power since I was a child and I don’t actually need 
someone to hand it to me.” 
 
SALLY: Mm-hmm.  
 



EMILY: Is technically, just doesn’t hold much water when you are on the other side of the 
country and, uh, no one is ruling the country were it not for the guy who’s trying to give it to 
you.  
 
SALLY: Yeah, and I also just – this is more anti-monarchy sentiment, but it’s like you can’t 
have the throne from a distance. That doesn’t make sense. And so therefore you are not just 
inherently entitled to it.  
 
EMILY: Yeah.  
 
SALLY: Um, and so therefore someone does need to give it you. Whether that is the people of 
Andor or Rand al’Thor. You can’t just be like, “The throne is mine, by right.” I mean, I know 
that’s the political system in which we’re working, but it’s like, you can see the ways in which 
that is failing when Elayne says stupid shit like this.  
 
EMILY: Well, she just gets so hung up over the word ‘give.’ And I’m like, “Rand’s not saying 
he is the rightful Queen of Andor. And he’s – ” 
 
SALLY: [laughs] 
 
EMILY: And [laughs] he’s giving it to you in that way. He’s saying, “I’m literally holding the 
position that supposedly belongs to you from someone else coming in and claiming it, since you 
can’t be fucking bothered, apparently.” 
 
SALLY: Yeah, like, every ding dong in the city of Caemlyn is like, “Rand, here is why I have a 
right to sit on the throne of Andor based Andor’s lines of inheritance.” And Rand’s like, “Cool, 
but you can’t do it as long as I’m here because Elayne is going – ” Like, as soon as Rand is like, 
“Bye!” 
 
EMILY: Civil war in Andor, probably.  
 
SALLY: Yeah, yeah! So it’s like, “Elayne, could you get your head out of your ass regarding 
gender dynamics for, like, two seconds and think about, I don’t know, the people of your 
country?”  
 
EMILY: Elayne has never given a single thought for the people of her country [laughs]. 
 
SALLY: [laughs] Obviously! 
 
EMILY: As is made apparent when Egg is explaining, like, the nuances of how she has to 
behave with the Hall of the Tower. She’s like, “They are thinking that I am going to just be a 
puppet and I can’t just, like, immediately grab power. They’ll just, like, kick me out.” 
 
SALLY: Mm-hmm.  
 
EMILY: It wouldn’t make too much of a ripple.  



 
SALLY: Yeah.  
 
EMILY: For someone to be elected Amyrlin and then deposed in the same day. Would just sort 
of wave it off. They can do that. I need to, like, entrench myself in this position and then subtly 
get power, before I can really be in charge. And Nynaeve is like, “Oh, yeah. I get that because 
I’ve had to work with people in community leadership before.”  
 
SALLY: Yeah! 
 
EMILY: And Elayne is like, “What? You can’t just do what you want?” 
 
SALLY: No, bitch.  
 
EMILY: It’s like, “You idiot.” Egg also is like, “Rand wants to give you the throne.” And Elayne 
is like, “Well, they’re not really letting anyone leave here.” Ten minutes later, Egg discovers 
Traveling, so.  
 
SALLY: [laughing] 
 
EMILY: There’s that problem.  
 
SALLY: Goodbye!  
 
EMILY: Okay, so you can go. Wouldn’t it have been hilarious if Mat showed up and they’re 
like, “Oh, Elayne teleported away a minute ago.” [laughing] And Mat would have been like, 
“What the fu?” 
 
SALLY: Mat would have been like, “[incomprehensible, high pitched mumbling].” Just start 
foaming at the mouth.  
 
EMILY: [laughs] Mat would just start crying in the middle of Salidar.  
 
SALLY: [laughing] Yeah. Um [laughs], I mean it would be better for Mat, overall, if Elayne was 
just on the other side of the country.  
 
EMILY: Oh yeah. I would love that for him.  
 
SALLY: Be like, “Okay, I’m going back to the plan.”  
 
EMILY: “To my plan.” 
 
SALLY: “Where I am going to fight.” 
 
EMILY: He’d be like, “Great. Egg, can you teleport me back to where I was two days ago?”  
 



SALLY: Yeah, and she’d be like, “Here you go.” 
 
EMILY: Great.  
  
SALLY: Because Egg is a person who understands things unlike Rand who’s like, “But my 
girlfriend.” 
 
EMILY: Ugh. Anyway, finally Egg, um, what is she? She explains the situation and finally 
Nynaeve and Elayne ‘fess up that they have captured Moghedien. And Elayne’s like, “Oooh-kay. 
Well, bring her to me please.” 
 
SALLY: Yeah. Egg’s like, “Go get your pet Forsaken.” 
 
EMILY: Nynaeve runs off to grab her. While, uh, she’s gone Egg and Elayne have a brief non-
conversation about the fact that Birgitte is Birgitte.  
 
SALLY: Mm-hmm.  
 
EMILY: Egg doesn’t really understand that Birgitte has been ripped out of the, uh, out of 
Tel’aran’rhiod and been made Elayne’s Warder. I don’t know when she finds out that they are 
bonded. Or if she fucking [laughs] ever does.  
 
SALLY: Yeah.  
 
EMILY: Um, but you know, Egg is still part of this weird secret to not reveal Birgitte’s identity, 
although she has her strong suspicions. Then they have a little chat about how Egg already has 
plans now that she’s the Amyrlin Seat. So, again, didn’t take her long to come up with some 
long-term goals.  
 
SALLY: Yeah, how did she even – she hasn’t even had time.  
 
EMILY: I know.  
 
SALLY: Did she dream of them? 
 
EMILY: No, we are told about her dreams.  
 
SALLY: Yeah, that’s right.  
 
EMILY: And they were useless. Um, no if I woke up tomorrow and suddenly became the Young 
Pope –  
 
SALLY: [laughs] 
 
EMILY: Boy, I mean first of all that would be jarring for a lot of – a number of reasons [laughs] 
beyond the fact that I’d be the Young Pope. But you would just be like, “How am I going to get 



through this day to day?” That’s what happens when you get a fucking promotion at work, even 
if it’s expected.  
 
SALLY: It’s what happens when you get a new job, period.  
 
EMILY: You’re like, “Okay [sighs].”  
 
SALLY: The first couple weeks on a job are so, like –  
 
EMILY: What do I do? How do I do it? How do I not make an idiot of myself? 
 
SALLY: Yeah. Who do I ask certain things to? What is my relationship like with every single 
one of my coworkers? 
 
EMILY: Yeah, and then you get to the point where you’re like, “Hmm, I’ve got a handle on this. 
What can I do with it?”  
 
SALLY: Yeah.  
 
EMILY: But Egg is already like, “Long term, baby. Shooting for the stars.” 
 
SALLY: Here’s my ten-year plan for the White Tower. 
 
EMILY: Here’s my ten-year plan for the White Po – white power. Well.  
 
SALLY:  Well.  
 
[both laugh]  
 
EMILY: For the White Tower. She says, “I want every woman who can channel on the 
continent, and beyond since we’re including the Sea Folk, to be connected to the White Tower in 
some way. Regardless of whether they want to be connected to the White Tower.” Elayne’s like, 
“You’re not going to get Aes Sedai to go be apprentices to Wise Ones.” And Egg’s like, “Well, 
no, probably not and I don’t need to set up a trading system or anything like that. I just want 
everyone to be connected and I want women who are older to be able to test to the White Tower. 
I want even people to fail tests – I just don’t want to have these strict procedures that we do for 
kicking women out of the Tower.” 
 
SALLY: Yeah.  
 
EMILY: And Elayne’s like, “Well, those are there for a reason. You have to make sure that Aes 
Sedai can, like, perform under pressure.” We’re six books into this series and I have multiple 
times seen Aes Sedai fail to perform under pressure. Alanna, bonding Rand in a moment of 
hysteria is a pretty good one.  
 
SALLY: Yeah, pretty good one. Elayne, yourself, you have not performed well under pressure.  



 
EMILY: Everything Elaida does.  
 
SALLY: Yeah [laughs]. Huh! [laughing] Everything Elaida does – should not be allowed to do 
anything, much less do it with magic.  
 
 
EMILY: Yeah, and it’s just like, Aes Sedai are people, too, whether they make – whether they do 
fuck ups in their school days or fully fledged Aes Sedai.  
 
SALLY: I know. It’s just this, like, weird, like…Aes Sedai eugenics thing going on that kind of 
starts to play out a little bit more when we get to Ebou Dar and we meet, like, the Knitting Circle 
or whatever they’re called. 
 
EMILY: Yeah.  
 
SALLY: It’s just like – [sighs] so – and their whole, like, hierarchy of power. Everything they do 
is so whack. And Elayne has just, like, drunk the Kool-Aid.  
 
EMILY: Yeah. Ugh. Yeah, I imagine we’ll talk a lot more about it as we get into it. Uh, 
especially with the Knitting Circle. But, like, um, yeah, Egg’s like, “I have all these plans.” And 
then Nynaeve comes back and is like, “This is Moghedien.” And shows how she has disguised 
Moghedien using these things they learned from Moghedien themselves. And Egg, again, uh, 
surprise – well, not so surprisingly, because Robert Jordan doesn’t know what he’s doing – goes 
uh, like ride or die with this pretty quickly.  
 
SALLY: Yeah.  
 
EMILY: Like, there’s no ethical discussion taking place here. Egg’s like, “Okay, bring her to 
me” and she is immediately like, “Alright, I’m going to be in charge of this. And I am going to 
take over right where you guys left off with threatening Moghedien.” Being sort of an unholy 
terror to her.  
 
SALLY: Mm-hmm.  
 
EMILY: Um, and, you know, at least making progress, I guess, but this is a whack sort of 
progress when you’re just ripping information from this woman under duress [sighs]. 
 
SALLY: Yeah, it also just – I have a hard time with it because Egg, a person who has been held 
captive by this magic, is immediately just like, “Yes, I am okay to enact this on another person, 
even if they are a war criminal.”  
 
EMILY: Yeah, we see her get, like, the shivers whenever she sees the bracelet, or whatever. And 
yet, she puts it on and is like, “Sure.” 
 
SALLY: Yeah, like immediately and is like, “I will fucking obliterate you.” 



 
EMILY: Yeah.  
 
SALLY: It’s like okay, Egg. Umm, what? 
 
EMILY: Yeah, like, dude.  
 
SALLY: So, a little disappointing if I’m gonna be honest.  
 
EMILY: Oh, it’s hugely disappointing. And it’s just like, um, what’s being illustrated here is 
that, [laughs] any woman with any modicum of power will misuse it. Even if Robert Jordan 
didn’t understand what’s happening to Moghedien as a misuse of power. Like, clearly he doesn’t 
have any ethical problems with it. Um, every woman we see who can channel or has any 
political power, besides, like, Dyelin, maybe? Our beautiful –  
 
SALLY:  She’s like, “I don’t want shit!” [laughs]  
 
EMILY: Yeah, Dyelin is like, “Fuck this.” But literally every other woman is pretty much like, 
“Oh, I have some power now? Time to abuse someone else.”  
 
SALLY: Mm-hmm.  
 
EMILY: Um, and I don’t know [laughs].  
 
SALLY: Yeah, it’s just, like. I mean, this whole series, like, Robert Jordan and the way that he 
portrays power in The Wheel of Time is already, like, so toxic and just festering and, again, I 
literally think we had this –  
 
EMILY: [sneezes]  
 
SALLY: Conversation – bless you.  
 
EMILY: Thanks.  
 
SALLY: In the last episode, but it’s just, like, there’s no understanding that, like, by nature the 
power in every relationship is constantly shifting. And so [laughs] there’s another example of 
this with Egg being like, “I immediately need to establish my dominance. Like I’m some sort of 
feral dog.” Um. It’s gross.  
 
EMILY: Anyway, Egg is like, “I have this idea.” And give’s Rand’s whole explanation of 
Traveling. And Moghedien’s like, “Nooo! That’s how men do it. If you do it you’ll get, like, 
sucked into a vortex of terror or something.”  
 
SALLY: [laughing] Yeah.  
 



EMILY: And Egg’s like, “Okay. Well maybe if I do this.” And then Travels [laughs]. Like, 
creates a gateway.  
 
SALLY: Yeah and it’s like, “What?”  
 
EMILY: And Moghedien’s like, “BAH.” And Egg’s like [spooky voice], “Yes, I already knew 
the answer.” And she’s secretly like, “What the fuck did I just do?”  
 
SALLY: Yea and Moghedien says, like, a half a sentence. Like, she’s like, “Theoretically this is 
what you do.” And Egg’s like, “Boom. Gateway.” 
 
EMILY: “Here it is.” Like, she’s already starting to figure it out on her own, and I’m sure the 
Tel’aran’rhiod traveling was a good step, but she’s like, “Here it is, bitch.” And it’s like, oh, 
well that’s a number of problems solved if only you guys would use them appropriately.  
 
SALLY: [scoffs] Why would you give your characters teleportation if they’re never going to use 
it?! 
 
EMILY: Yeah, you give your characters teleportation for the most inane of reasons. Rand, 
avoiding his responsibilities.  
 
SALLY: [laughs] I’m just gonna beep beep over here and beep beep over there and beep beep 
down to Tear and –  
 
EMILY: Like, this book would be much more hilarious if Rand could not Travel. If he was 
constantly hard – [laughs] horse traveling.  
 
SALLY: He’s like, “I have to run away!” 
 
EMILY: “I have to leave. I just spend my days on the road. I’m only at peace when I’m on the 
road.”  
 
SALLY: Barf. That is something he would say though.  
 
EMILY: Um, yeah, he fucking loves traveling. Lowercase t. But, having done this, uh, Egg is 
like, “I’ll just take over. It’s fine. Whatever.” Then Siuan comes in and is sort of rude to Egg, so 
Egg is like, “You’re not gonna get away with that with me. Like, I mean to actually be the 
Amyrlin Seat, so either you’re on board or I’m gonna fucking kick you to the curb.” And Siuan’s 
like, “No, great. That’s great. You love to see it. I, a woman historically known for abusing my 
power, love to see women doing anything that could lead to that.” 
 
SALLY: Yeah. “I would love to craft you in my image as just the most horrific little 
manipulator.”  
 
EMILY: Yeah.  
 



SALLY: “Please let me sculpt you.”  
 
EMILY: She’s like, “I never liked you. You’re too much like me.” And I’m like, “What does 
that say about your self-loathing? When you say that to other people?” 
 
SALLY: I know. Siuan is – go to therapy.  
 
EMILY: Yeah. Well, I mean, all of you. Group therapy session. Hall of the Tower. Nightmare.  
 
SALLY: That therapist could not be paid enough.  
 
EMILY: Um, so Siuan starts dispensing information. Then, we just sort of bounce around 
through a few points of view. Um, seeing how first of all, Delanna, under the instructions of 
Halima, is trying to insert herself into every political faction. Romanda’s, Lelaine’s, and I guess 
Sheriam’s. Delanna doesn’t want to do this and is convinced she’ll get in trouble, but Halima’s 
like, “I don’t care. And also, if you can, I want you to push for Logain to be either killed or 
stilled.” I presume the logic there is that Halima wants to be able to do her man channeling, um, 
and you know, have it cause total mystery. I think it would be just as effective if she started 
channeling and then they would execute Logain for murdering and Aes Sedai or whatever. Since 
he’s the only one there who could have done it. And then afterwards it’s a mystery. It’s like the 
ghost of Logain still challenging, murdering Aes Sedai. That would actually be fucking hilarious, 
you know? You just start like a [laughing] really intense, superstitious fear of Logain’s ghost in 
the Aes Sedai camp to cover up your murder spree.  
 
SALLY: Pull some Scooby-Doo shit.  
 
EMILY: Like, excellent  
 
SALLY: [crosstalk] ghost [laughs]. That would be very good, but no.  
 
EMILY: But no. She’s like, “I just want him out of the way.” I’m like, “Okay, whatever.” Or, I 
guess, reasonably he would be able to sense that she was channeling if she ever got close to him. 
But again, you can just not get close to him.  
 
SALLY: It’s pretty easy when he’s held captive in a house.  
 
EMILY: So, yeah. Um, and then we see Egg’s little army. Nynaeve and Elayne and Siuan, on her 
instructions, begin to start manipulating the others. The goal to mani – the goal is to manipulate 
them into leaving Salidar. That’s, like, number one on Egg’s priority list. I’m not totally sure 
why.  
 
SALLY: Yeah. I mean, maybe just to relieve us. To give us some hope.  
 
EMILY: Yeah. She’s like, “I know that we have been here for too long.”  
 
SALLY: [laughs] Everyone is suffering.  



 
EMILY: Everyone hates it, so I’m just gonna, uh, get us going away. I mean, she does make a 
good point. She’s like, “We could, theoretically, stay here forever until we get some forward 
momentum going, so the change in regime might as well be what gets that momentum going.” 
But again, it’s all very abrupt. Very fast.  
 
SALLY: Yeah.  
 
EMILY: [mumbling] And those are those chapters.  
 
SALLY: Those are those chapters for what they are worth.  
 
EMILY: Yeah. Next up we, uh, at least get Mat arriving in Salidar. So thanks to Glynna 
MacKenzie for our theme song. Thank you for listening. Thank you to our patrons on Patreon. 
And, um, do you have anything else to add.  
 
SALLY: Nope. Just check us out on Patreon if you’re interested in bonus content, and check us 
out on social media if you’re interested for additional content.  
 
EMILY: We have so much content out there you guys.  
 
SALLY: Our Pa – I know that, um, it is a difficult time, so, like, no stress to anybody who’s had 
to drop or cancel their pledge on Patreon, or pledging right now is not in the cards for you, but, 
like, I was scrolling through our Patreon feed the other day looking for something, and, like, we 
have a ton of content on there for reasonably pretty cheap.  
 
EMILY: [singing] So much content.  
 
SALLY: So, I mean, we’re making it you might as well enjoy it if you can. We’re one year, in 
the American timeline, into this pandemic and celebrate by listening to us talk about – what’s a 
really weird thing we’ve watched for We Don’t Watch Outlander? 
 
EMILY: 300 [laughs].  
 
SALLY: 300 [laughs]. 
 
EMILY: Stupid [laughs]. Very recently.  
 
SALLY: Very recently we dove into that…sea.  
 
EMILY: Yikes.  
 
SALLY: [laughs] I guess. Um, yeah, just thank you for listening and we love you.  
 
EMILY: Yeah. Do you have a sign off? 
 



SALLY: Yes, I already told you this. Sorry you have to hear it again. But my work is doing these 
diversity workshops, like, DEI training. Which is, has its limitations, but I – I at least up until 
this point thought that, like, you know at least they’re doing it. That’s a promising commitment 
for an organization to spend money on an outside organization doing diversity training. And I 
had my – one of my sessions yesterday and they invited and ex-cop to speak at the diversity 
training. And I was just like, “Okay, I’m no longer committed to this experiment, because I 
just…” And he was, like, fully pulling all the, like, woke cop shit. Like, he’s like, “I’m really 
into community policing and I know that Black Lives – I mean Blue Lives Matter is, you know, 
a farce duh duh duh.” And he’s like, “But you can’t forget that cops are people too and there are 
people on the other side of that uniform and, while I can’t, while it’s true there’s been a lot of 
instances of police violence the majority of police encounters do not end in violence.” And I’m 
like, “We could just not have the police and then there would be no police encounters to end in 
violence thank you.” 
 
EMILY: Boooo.  
 
SALLY: Yeah, it was wretched. I was like gonna vomit.  
 
EMILY: How much longer to these go on?  
 
SALLY: Um, I think we have three sessions left, so another six weeks.  
 
EMILY: Six weeks?! 
 
SALLY: Yeah, we have them every two weeks.  
 
EMILY: Oh.  
 
SALLY: For an hour and a half.  
 
EMILY: Okay.  
 
SALLY: Yeah.  
 
EMILY: Well, yikes.  
 
SALLY: Yeah. And I was like [laughs] something isn’t clicking. So anyway. Prayers.  
 
EMILY: Okay, I guess we’re gonna go watch Sex and the City for realsies this time.  
 
SALLY: We could also start skateboard anime.  
 
EMILY: I can’t.  
 
SALLY: [laughs]  
 



EMILY: [laughing] I can’t commit to that right now.  
 
SALLY: Well, it’s my birthday this weekend!  
 
EMILY: So this weekend! [laughing] Fucking if you want to watch skateboard anime I’ll do it.  
 
SALLY: No, we’re gonna watch Sex and the City and try and get through Charlotte’s divorce.  
 
EMILY: [scoffs] I have been waiting for Charlotte to get fucking divorced for, like –  
 
SALLY:  Yeah. It drags on.  
 
EMILY: I knoooow!  
 
SALLY: And you’re like, “He sucks.”  
 
EMILY: He sucks! His mom sucks! [laughing] Tune into our Sex and the City podcast one of 
these days. Because I have a lot to say.  
 
SALLY: I would love that.  
 
EMILY: Okay, goodbye everyone.  
 
SALLY: Okay, bye we love you.  
 
EMILY: Bye!  
 
 
 
 


