Community Call to Action: Conversion Practices Legislation

We, the undersigned, call on all Parliamentarians to aoffirm the inherent dignier
and human rignis of all Canadians, inc|uding those from the 2SLLGBTQI+
community, to live free from discrimination, prejudice, and harm.

We call on the 44th session of the Canadian Parliament to take immediate
action to pronibi’r all forms of conversion “’rnergpy” practices and sexudl
orientation, gender iden’riiy, and gender expression cngnge efforts (co||ec’rive|y

‘conversion P ractices’).

We call on all Parliamentarians to listen to and up|i1(’r the voices of survivors and

9SLGBTQIl+ Canadians in deve|oping comprenensive federadl |egis|ngion to:

e Prohibit all forms of conversion practices,

o Deve|op accompanying po|icies and fu nding to suppor’r survivor nec1|ing,
and,

o Create pub|ic education and awareness programs to prevent future

conversion P ractices.

Conversion practices are not based in scientific evidence, are Wide|y discredited
by major medical and health associations, and are known fo cause serious
harm such as depression, gnxieer, internalized shame and s’rigmo, and suicide
ideation and have been described as a form of torture by the United Nations
/ndependenf Expert on Sexual Orientation and Gender /deni‘ii‘y.

We call on all Parliamentarians and po|i+icg| parties fo consult brood|y with

survivors and the wider 2SLLGBTQI+ community and enact the iCO”OWii’ig:



o Legislation that broadly defines and addresses all forms of “conversion
prac’rices", rather than “conversion +herapy", that are used to chonge,
suppress, or discourage a person's sexual orientation, gender identity or
gender expression. Legis|o’rion must c|eor|y define conversion practices to
ensure it does not interfere with Canadians” access to gender—oﬁ(irming
healthcare and inclusive cou nse”ing supports. The term “conversion
practices’ is becoming the g|obo| standard of reference for these known
harms and abuses, and avoids the imp|ico+ion that these unscientific
practices are Jrhercpeu’ric in any way. Conversion practices go by many
different names such as ‘conversion therapy,” ‘reparative therapy,”
“reorientation Jrheropy,” “sexual orientation and gender idenﬁ’ry and
expression chonge e]cfor’rs,” and other descrierors inc|uding discou raging

same-sex atfractions, repressing gender iden’ri’ry, and perForming exorcismes.

« Federdl |egis|o’rion must prohibi’r all forms of conversion practices
regcrc”ess of age, sexual orientation, gender ic|en+i’ry, gender expression or
sexual characteristics. These practices are no less harmful to adults, trans,
nonbinary and intersex Canadians. Legislation must apply fo all ages and
there can be no exemp’rions based on re|igious, or other grounds. All forms
of conversion practices are based within anti-2SLGBTQI+ ideology and are

inherenﬂy fraudulent, dongerous, and harmful.

o Legislation must clearly state that so-called “consent to conversion
practices” is not a valid |egc| defence. Bui|o|ing on well-established
precederﬁs Jrhroughouf the Criminal Code, any proposed |egis|o’rion must
include a no-consent provision to ensure Canadians are pro’reded from all
forms of conversion practices. It is impossib|e to provide consent to an
inherently fraudulent and harmful set of practices that weaponize systemic
homophobio, biphobio, and Jrromsphobia and operoJre under a false premise

against members of 2SLGBTQIl+ communities.



Legis|q+ion should restrict the cdveri‘ising of, profii‘ from, and Finoncing of
conversion prad‘ices, whether in person or by electronic means. Frequenﬂy,
conversion practices are offered remo+e|y via the Internet in an attempft fo
evade jurisdictional prohibitions. Increasingly, third parties are financially

supporting conversion practices.

Legis|q+ion should make it a criminal offence to remove any person from
Canada to undergo conversion practices. Unfortu no+e|y, conversion
practices are still |egc1| and Wio|e|y available in many counfries arou nd the

world.

Legis|a’rion should specifico"y empower the Canada Revenue Agency to
revoke charitable or corporate status, ’rhrough a provisiona| process
separate from any criminal proceedings, for entities shown to be
practicing, cdver’rising, se”ing or finoncing conversion practices, or

otherwise vio|o+ing Canada’s conversion practices prohibi’rion |egis|o+ion.

Legislation must also be accompanied by government funding to support
grassroots efforts to foster survivor hea|ing, education, and awareness
across Canada within the proposed national LGBTQ2+ Action Plan.
Legislation should be paired with ‘upstream’ efforts to ensure that dll
Canadian yoquh have access to 2SLGBTOI+ oﬁcirming messages Jrhrough
schools and extracurricular settings and Jrhere|oy reduce demand for
conversion practices. These efforts may include exponded fu nding for
community action initiatives (e.g., LGBTQ2 Communi’ry Copacﬁy Fund,
funded through Women and Gender E quality Canada) and national
guidehnes (e.g., the Canadian Guidelines on Sexual Health Education,
funded by the Public Health Agency of Canada). The provision of
adequate resources for survivors' mental health recovery is also essential.
W hen developing supporting measures, every opportunity should be taken
to consult with survivors and the wider 25L GBTQI+ community to have
the greatest possi|o|e impact.



e The federal government should continue to consult with all provinces,
territories, and municipaliﬁes to ensure op’rimo| protection from conversion
practices is achieved in Canada so that each government enacts
comp|imen+ing |egis|q+ion at their respective levels. Every level of
government has different powers and a responsibi|i+y to protect Canadians

by prohibi’ring all forms of conversion proc’rices.
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Rainbow Carleton

Rainbow Codlition of Yellowknife
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