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IQWURGXcWLRQ 
  cROOHcWLYHO\ ZULWWHQ b\ RAD 2019 aWWHQGHHV 
In Ma\ 2019, a collecWion of people meW in DeWUoiW ZiWh Whe goal of 
deYeloping commXniW\, WheoU\ and pUacWice aUoXnd appl\ing anaUchiVW 
pUincipleV Wo inWeUpeUVonal UelaWionVhipV. The Vpace e[ploded ZiWh 
qXeVWionV. ThiV ]ine iV an incompleWe UecoUd of WhaW gaWheUing-- of WhaW 
collecWiYe qXeVWioning-- and of Whe glimmeUV of anVZeUV on all 
hoUi]onV.  

The eYenW ZaV an XnconfeUence. We all co-cUeaWed Whe VchedXle and 
focXV of Whe eYenW, bXW Ze ZeUen¶W VWaUWing fUom VcUaWch: Whe Vpace 
ZaV fUamed b\ 1) hoZ Whe pXUpoVe of Whe eYenW ZaV aUWicXlaWed on Whe 
ZebViWe ahead of Wime, and 2) Whe ³pUoceVV of mXWXal diVceUnmenW´ 
WhUoXgh Zhich oUgani]eUV and oWheU aWWendeeV came Wo decide 
ZheWheU Ze ZoXld be a good fiW foU each oWheU. ThiV iV Whe aVpiUaWional 
VWaWemenW WhaW bUoXghW XV WogeWheU: 

³ThiV XnconfeUence Zill cenWeU Whe needV, YoiceV, and 
paUWicipaWion of people appl\ing anaUchiVW pUincipleV (anWi-
aXWhoUiWaUian, non-hieUaUchical, VolidaUiW\) Wo inWeUpeUVonal 
UelaWionVhipV. We YalXe qXeeU, aXWhenWic, cXVWomi]ed, 
YolXnWaU\ UelaWing foU mXWXal benefiW, and Uecogni]e WhaW aV 
paUW of a laUgeU anaUchiVW pUojecW of gUaVVUooWV commXniW\ 
bXilding. 

 
³ThiV iV a monogam\-cUiWical Vpace. 

 
³ThiV iV noW a Vpace foU honoUing hieUaUchical pol\amoU\ oU 
an\ UXleV-baVed UelaWionVhipV WhaW Uel\ on enWiWlemenW, poZeU 
and conWUol, limiWing aXWonom\, Whe coXple XniW, and 
pUioUiWi]ing Whe UelaWionVhip eVcalaWoU oYeU fUiendVhip and 
commXniW\. 

 
³We Uecogni]e Whe dominanW V\VWem of monogamiVm aV a 
paWUiaUchal, heWeUoVe[iVW, ciVVe[iVW, eWhno-naWionaliVW, ZhiWe 
VXpUemaciVW, and capiWaliVW mode of UelaWing Wo oWheUV WhaW 
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cUeaWeV XnneceVVaU\ Vocial conflicW and iVolaWeV people fUom 
WheiU commXniWieV. We aUe finding Za\V Wo UeViVW WhaW 
dominaWion, aV Zell aV Whe pUolifeUaWion of iWV Vpin-offV 
(hieUaUchical pol\amoU\) and iWV effecWV on oXU commXniWieV. 

 
³WhaW do Whe alWeUnaWiYeV Wo V\VWemic monogamiVm and 
hieUaUchical pol\amoU\ look like? HoZ do Ze appl\ Whe 
anaUchiVWic YalXeV of anWi-aXWhoUiWaUianiVm, indiYidXal 
aXWonom\, and commXniW\ coopeUaWion Wo all of oXU 
UelaWionVhipV? WhaW iV Whe connecWion beWZeen anaUch\, 
fUiendVhip, Whe eUoWic, Ve[, loYe, and famil\? HoZ do Ze 
cUeaWe a moUe libeUaWoU\ fXWXUe foU oXU commXniWieV?´ 
 

Once Whe Wime came foU XV Wo VhaUe Vpace WogeWheU in peUVon, Ze 
collaboUaWiYel\ geneUaWed Vome PoinWV of UniW\: 

1. The inWimaWe iV a ZoUWhZhile domain in Whe VWUXggle 
againVW all hieUaUch\-baVed dominaWion 

2. ThiV iV an anWi-monogam\ Vpace; Ze Zill noW pUioUiWi]e 
apologiVm foU monogam\ oU pol\amoU\ 

3. ThiV iV an amaWonoUmaWiYiW\-cUiWical Vpace 
4. ThiV Vpace YalXeV aXWonom\ and WeaUing doZn 

VWUXcWXUeV WhaW limiW aXWonom\ 
5. ThiV Vpace pUomoWeV commXniWieV and noW coXpleV 
6. We aUe bXilding bUaYe VpaceV, in Zhich Velf-

adYocac\ and compaVVionaWe conflicW aUe embUaced, 
UaWheU Whan ³Vafe´ VpaceV in Zhich conflicW iV aYoided 
oU minimi]ed aW all coVWV 

 
And When off Ze ZenW fUom WheUe, in Vo man\ diUecWionV, ZiWh man\ 
agendaV and ideaV, coming back Wo Whe aXdiWoUiXm beWZeen VeVVionV 
Wo pick Whe ne[W block¶V WopicV. We UeXniWed aV a laUge gUoXp again Whe 
laVW afWeUnoon and bUainVWoUmed aboXW all Whe inVWiWXWionV and 
VWUXcWXUeV WhaW haYe Wo fall oU change in Whe pUoceVV of bXilding a 
ZoUld cenWeUed on libeUaWoU\ UelaWing. IW¶V eYeU\ oppUeVViYe VWUXcWXUe: 
Ze need an all-oXW UeYolXWion. And Whe eneUg\ in Whe Uoom ZaV going 
WheUe. 
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IW iV ZoUWh noWing WhaW neiWheU Whe aVpiUaWional VWaWemenW noU Whe PoinWV 
of UniW\ menWion ³UelaWionVhip anaUch\´ b\ name. ThaW iV noW a 
coincidence. IW ZaV neceVVaU\ Wo aYoid WhoVe ZoUdV in oUdeU Wo e[plain 
ZhaW Ze meanW b\ Whem: WhoVe ZoUdV aUe conWeVWed WeUUiWoU\. And Ze 
conWinXe Wo conWeVW Whem. One aWWendee Vaid:  
 

³I haYe had Woo man\ negaWiYe e[peUienceV ZiWh people 
calling WhemVelYeV ³UelaWionVhipV anaUchiVWV´ ZhoVe 
appUoacheV Wo UelaWionVhipV aUe deYoid of an\ anaUchiVW 
VenVibiliWieV. OfWen people championing alWeUnaWiYeV Wo 
monogam\ WhaW VWill fXndamenWall\ pUiYilege Ve[Xal and 
UomanWic UelaWionVhipV. People WU\ing Wo nXdge Whe inVWiWXWionV 
and VWUXcWXUeV WhaW pUiYilege ³coXpleV´ Wo bUoaden jXVW enoXgh 
Wo YalXe people Zho haYe moUe Whan one coXple UelaWionVhip 
oU ³coXple´ XniWV ZiWh moUe Whan 2 people, inVWead of WU\ing Wo 
VmaVh WhoVe inVWiWXWionV and VWUXcWXUeV Wo Whe gUoXnd...  
I ZaV UelieYed Wo diVcoYeU YeU\ eaUl\ on in Whe XnconfeUence 
WhaW man\ oWheU aWWendeeV (inclXding Vome oU all of Whe 
oUgani]eUV) had VimilaU ambiYalenW feelingV aboXW Whe Vpecific 
ZoUdV ³UelaWionVhip anaUch\´ and hoZ WhoVe ZoUdV ZeUe Vo 
YeU\ ofWen being (miV)XVed. ThaW Wheme Uan poZeUfXll\ 
WhUoXghoXW Whe confeUence-- aW WhiV poinW in Wime, Zhen 
³UelaWionVhip anaUch\´ mighW Veem Wo haYe been Vo 
WhoUoXghl\ appUopUiaWed foU aVVimilaWioniVW-pol\ pXUpoVeV, can 
Ze Ueclaim WhoVe ZoUdV foU inVXUUecWionaU\ endV? IV Whe WeUm 
³UelaWionVhip anaUch\´ ValYageable and (ZhaW) aUe Ze Zilling 
Wo (do Wo) fighW foU iW? TheUe ZeUe definiWel\ people pUeVenW 
Zho ZeUe Zilling Wo fighW foU iW. and VWUXggle Wo define a 
poliWical pUojecW WhaW can make pUogUeVV WoZaUdV libeUaWoU\ 
UelaWing WhUoXgh an inWeUVecWional cUiWiqXe of monogamiVm. 

 
In Vome Za\V, Whe eYenW felW like a cUiWical momenW in Whe VWUXggle Wo 
claim Whe label of ³UelaWionVhip anaUch\´. We haYe no Za\ Wo knoZ 
hoZ Whe Vhape of langXage and diVcoXUVe aUoXnd libeUaWoU\ UelaWing 
Zill change. FiYe oU Wen \eaUV fUom noZ, Zill Whe libeUaWoU\ poliWical biWe 
of ³UelaWionVhip anaUch\´ be long-foUgoWWen, oU Zill iWV anaUchiVm and 
lofW\ pUefigXUaWiYe idealV of libeUaWion be once again iWV beaWing heaUW? 
We haYe no Za\ Wo knoZ. BXW Ze came WogeWheU XndeU WhaW banneU, aW 



6 
 

WhiV momenW in Wime. We ZeUe heUe. We WUied. And Ze ZanW people Wo 
knoZ. 
 
WiWh all Whe ZondeUfXl WhingV Whe Vpace offeUed Wo Vo man\ people, iW 
alVo fell VhoUW of liYing iWV goalV in man\ Za\V, aV eYenWV W\picall\ do 
(eVpeciall\ fiUVW aWWempWV like WhiV one). TheUe aUe alZa\V iVVXeV of 
Zho iV and iVn¶W in Whe Uoom-- and Zh\. While Ze ZeUe a Zidel\ YaUied 
gUoXp, oXU diYeUViW\ ZaV limiWed in cUiWical Za\V: 
 
Nobod\ pUeVenW ZaV XVing YiVible mobiliW\ aidV, Zhich ZaV likel\ 
UelaWed Wo incompleWe infoUmaWion aboXW Whe ph\Vical acceVVibiliW\ of 
Whe Vpace pUoYided befoUehand, Zhich commXnicaWeV WhaW Whe 
pUeVence of people Zho need Wo aVk iVn¶W eVpeciall\ YalXed. The YaVW 
majoUiW\ of people pUeVenW ZeUe beWZeen Whe ageV of 20 and 50, ZeUe 
pUedominanWl\ ZhiWe, and WheUe ZeUe YeU\ feZ paUenWV (oU oWheUV 
UaiVing childUen). EYen Whe Uange of bod\ diYeUViW\ ZaV UaWheU limiWed. 
TheUe ZaVn¶W an\ Vpecific oXWUeach Wo paUenWV, Wo \oXWh, Wo maWXUe 
adXlWV of YaUioXV ageV, eYen WhoXgh WheVe gUoXpV aUe ofWen e[clXded 
fUom Whe commXniWieV WhaW e[iVW aUoXnd UelaWionVhip anaUch\, Zhich 
Wend Wo VkeZ WoZaUd \oXng(iVh) adXlWV ZiWhoXW childUen. TheVe 
commXniWieV aUe affecWed b\ Whe omnipUeVenW UaciVm and ZhiWe-
cenWUiVm WhaW peUYade Whe laUgeU Vocial conWe[W. If Ze¶Ue VeUioXV aboXW 
oXU libeUaWoU\ goalV and bXilding Whe kindV of commXniWieV WhiV enWailV, 
Ze need Wo be bXilding meaningfXl inWeUgeneUaWional UelaWionVhipV, 
offeUing Ueal VXppoUW Wo paUenWV and oWheU caUegiYeUV (of childUen and 
oWheUV Zho need caUe), and acWiYel\ engaging in VXbVWanWiYe Uacial 
VolidaUiW\. CleaUl\ Ze¶Ue noW WheUe \eW. And WhaW limiWV Whe e[peUienceV 
Ze collecWiYel\ bUing Wo Whe Wable aV a gUoXp, and Whe anal\VeV WhaW 
can deYelop aV a UeVXlW. IW limiWV oXU YiVionV of oXU VhaUed libeUaWion. 
TheUe iV a loW of ZoUk Ze need Wo do Wo geW ZheUe Ze need Wo be; 
hopefXll\ Ze aUe collecWiYel\ Xp foU iW. 
 
AW Whe Vame Wime, Vome people ZeUe kepW oXW of Whe Uoom on pXUpoVe, 
Vo WhaW Ze coXld cUeaWe a Vpace ZheUe Whe ³be\ond 201´ 
conYeUVaWionV coXld become poVVible-- Whe pUoceVV of ³mXWXal 
diVceUnmenW´ helped people VcUeen WhemVelYeV oXW if Whe\ ZeUen¶W on 
boaUd ZiWh Whe e[pUeVVed poliWicV of Whe Vpace, and alloZed 
oUgani]eUV Wo VcUeen oXW WhoVe Zho ZeUen¶W on boaUd and Zho angUil\ 
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diVagUeed ZiWh WhoVe poliWicV. (And Vome people ZHUH angU\.) ThiV 
ZaVn¶W a Vpace foU people Zho ZanWed oU needed inWUodXcWoU\ 
edXcaWion aboXW non-monogam\ oU Whe idea WhaW inWeUpeUVonal UelaWing 
iV a poliWical acWion. IW ZaVn¶W a Vpace foU pol\amoUoXV people Zho 
YalXe aVVimilaWion inWo monogamoXV cXlWXUe. WiWhoXW WhaW VcUeening, 
Whe Vpace ZoXld haYe been fXndamenWall\ diffeUenW, and ZoXld 
pUobabl\ haYe offeUed a loW leVV Wo Vo man\ of XV fUeakV Zho made iW 
WheUe, Zho aUe Vo ofWen XndeUYalXed in moUe mainVWUeam VpaceV. A 
loW of XV ZeUe WUanV and/oU nonbinaU\; a loW of XV qXeeU; a loW of XV 
VXUYiYoUV of YaUioXV kindV of Yiolence and WUaXma; a loW of XV onl\ able 
Wo aWWend in Whe fiUVW place becaXVe food and co-hoXVing ZeUe offeUed 
and no VeW minimXm ³UegiVWUaWion fee´ ZaV UeqXiUed. The eYenW ZaV a 
³cloVed´ Vpace, and WhaW maWWeUed ± iW alloZed Whe aWWendeeV Wo pXUVXe 
WhUeadV of diVcoXUVe WhaW aUe dUoZned oXW in moUe poliWicall\ inclXViYe 
VpaceV Zhen (almoVW) all effoUWV aUe dUiYen WoZaUdV baVic edXcaWion oU 
defenVe of Whe YeU\ idea WhaW inWeUpeUVonal UelaWing can be Whe VXbjecW 
of poliWical cUiWiqXe. 
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SRPH RHIOHcWLRQV:  
  LRRNLQJ bacN aW RAD a PRQWK OaWHU 
³RelaWionVhip anaUchiVW´ iVn¶W a label I W\picall\ XVe foU m\Velf² aV an 
aUoace Zho doeV neiWheU UomanWic noU Ve[Xal UelaWionVhipV, I had Wo 
geW Wo a place of poliWiciVed anaUchiVWic UelaWing on m\ oZn, ZiWh WoolV 
and langXage of ace and anaUchiVW commXniWieV. TheUe¶V a loW of 
Vocial/cXlWXUal baggage aUoXnd hoZ people aUe ³VXppoVed´ Wo UelaWe 
and ZhaW kindV of inWeUacWionV aUe ³VXppoVed Wo be´ moUe inWimaWe oU 
moUe impoUWanW. OYeUcoming WhoVe noUmV and e[pecWaWionV, 
eVpeciall\ Whe oneV WhaW W\picall\ go ZiWhoXW Va\ing, WakeV ZoUk. IW¶V 
inWenWional; iW¶V poliWical; iW¶V ongoing. TheUe aUen¶W an\ VhoUWcXWV, and 
XVing Whe WeUm ³UelaWionVhip anaUch\´ doeVn¶W Vimpl\ melW aZa\ all Whe 
inWeUnaliVed noUmV and e[pecWaWionV. In Whe \eaUV Vince I'Ye VWaUWed 
encoXnWeUing ³UelaWionVhip anaUchiVWV,´ m\ e[peUienceV ZiWh people 
deVcUibing WhemVelYeV WhaW Za\ haYe laUgel\ been ZiWh people 
VhoYing WheiU UelaWionVhip hieUaUchieV doZn m\ WhUoaW Zhile inViVWing 
Whe\ didn¶W haYe an\. People Zho had noWhing UemoWel\ anaUchiVW in 
WheiU ³UelaWionVhip anaUch\´. The XnconfeUence ZaV diffeUenW. 
 
IW ZaV a ³UelaWionVhip anaUch\´ Vpace WhaW cenWUed Whe anaUchiVm, 
popXlaWed b\ people Zho had alVo had faU Woo man\ e[peUienceV ZiWh 
Vo-called ³UelaWionVhip anaUchiVWV´ ZhoVe UelaWional pUacWiceV ZeUe 
aboXW an\Whing bXW libeUaWion. I'm glad I ZaV WheUe. The Za\ I UelaWe Wo 
people iV ³Vo faU off Whe map´ foU moVW people WhaW moVW of Whe Wime, 
I'm kind of jXVW Walking Wo m\Velf (oU doing 101 edXcaWional ZoUk). I 
ZaV VWill a biW ³oXW WheUe´ in WhiV Vpace² I ZaV pUobabl\ Whe onl\ 
peUVon pUeVenW Zho doeVn'W eYeU, XndeU an\ ciUcXmVWance, ZanW Wo 
haYe an\ kind of Ve[Xal conWacW ZiWh an\one, foU inVWance; and noW 
eYeU\one had encoXnWeUed Whe ideaV of aVe[XaliW\ oU aUomanWiciVm. 
BXW I ZaVn'W Woo faU oXW Wo be able Wo haYe conYeUVaWionV. AW Whe Vame 
Wime, Vome of Whe iVVXeV WhaW aUe moVW pUeVVing foU me ZeUen'W Ueall\ 
paUW of Whe laUgeU conVcioXVneVV (\eW). 
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*** 
 

I'm Vomeone Zho iV inYiVibl\ chUonicall\ ill and Zho VomeWimeV haV 
difficXlW\ Zalking (and in WhoVe WimeV needV Wo XVe a cane); iV aXWiVWic 
and oWheUZiVe neXUodiYeUgenW; Zho haV Vpecific memoU\ iVVXeV; and  
Zho haV flXcWXaWing bXW VeUioXVl\ limiWed VpoonV1. M\ limiWaWionV and 
mind-fUeakiVhneVV aUe cenWUal Wo hoZ I do and don'W connecW ZiWh 
people. (I'm alVo a non-binaU\ WUanV peUVon.) SomeWimeV I haYe 
difficXlW\ Walking oU geWWing ZoUdV oXW (and ofWen in WhoVe momenWV 
people VpecWacXlaUl\ XndeUeVWimaWe m\ cogniWiYe capaciW\ oU WUeaW me 
like a child). SomeWimeV, eYen Zhen I can Walk, I can'W figXUe oXW hoZ 
Wo inWeUacW ZiWh people oU hoZ Wo VWaUW oU end conYeUVaWionV.  
 
BefoUe deciding ZheWheU Wo aWWend Whe confeUence, I VWUXggled ZiWh 
ZheWheU oU noW Wo aVk Whe oUganiVeUV if iVVXeV of ableiVm and diVabiliW\ 
ZeUe paUW of WheiU libeUaWoU\ poliWicV. I ZaVn¶W ZoUUied aboXW ZheWheU I 
coXld geW inWo Whe Vpace becaXVe I kneZ WhaW eYen on a Ueall\ bad da\ 
I ZoXld be able Wo. I ZaV ZoUUied aboXW ZheWheU people ZoXld 
XndeUVWand hoZ anal\VeV of diVabiliW\ and diVabled e[peUienceV need 
Wo be paUW of Whe laUgeU agenda foU UelaWional libeUaWion. I didn¶W geW Whe 
impUeVVion iW ZaV VomeWhing WhaW people had Ueall\ WhoXghW aboXW 
(be\ond UecogniVing an impacW of WUaXma), bXW Whe\ ZeUe open Wo m\ 
qXeVWionV and VXggeVWionV. WiWhoXW WhaW UeacWion, I ZoXld noW haYe 
been aW Whe eYenW. BXW I alVo UecogniVe WhaW becaXVe iW ZaV neceVVaU\ 
Wo aVk, Vo man\ people ZeUen¶W. UlWimaWel\, Whe Vpace ZaV kind of hiW 
and miVV in WhaW UeVpecW.  
 
FoU Vome conWe[W, I'm noW good ZiWh gUoXpV and I haYe a loW of 
difficXlW\ Walking ZiWh moUe Whan one peUVon aW once. And I need a loW 
of UecoYeU\ Wime afWeU Vocial ViWXaWionV. The VcenaUioV ZheUe adXlWV 
                                                           
1 If \oX haYen't encoXntered ³spoon theor\´ \oX can find an e[planation 

here: https://bXt\oXdontlooksick.com/articles/Zritten-b\-christine/the-
spoon-theor\/  
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noUmaWiYel\ bXild UelaWionVhipV don'W ZoUk foU me (i.e., gUoXp hang-
oXWV, ofWen ZiWh Whe caVXal conVXmpWion of VXbVWanceV WhaW people VeW 
on fiUe and ZhoVe Vmoke makeV me Vick). I don'W fXncWion Zell aW 
paUWieV oU in cUoZded/loXd placeV. And eYen moUe inWimaWe gUoXpV 
Wend Wo be ViWXaWionV ZheUe I mighW be able Wo obVeUYe (oU info-dXmp 
on a paUWicXlaU Wopic) bXW noW paUWicipaWe (eYen if I ZanW Wo). ThoVe aUe 
ViWXaWionV ZheUe UelaWionVhipV²commXniW\ and moUe peUVonal 
UelaWionVhipV in paUWicXlaU²geW bXilW. BXW Whe\ don'W ZoUk like WhaW foU 
me² eYen Zhen I'm pUeVenW, Whe\ don'W XVXall\ UeVXlW in Whe kindV of 
Vocial inWegUaWion foU me WhaW Whe\ do foU oWheUV. And becaXVe I'm 
VXfficienWl\ ZeiUd / Vociall\ aZkZaUd (and people knoZ WhaW), I'm 
XVXall\ acWXall\ noW eYen aUoXnd foU WhoVe ViWXaWionV, noW eYen Zhen 
Whe people I inWeUacW ZiWh UegXlaUl\ in Whe conWe[W of moUe Vcaffolded 
gUoXpV geW WogeWheU Vociall\ ZiWh each oWheU.  
 
SomeWimeV iW'V acWiYe e[clXVion² foU e[ample, people don'W inYiWe me 
Wo go dancing in a loXd clXb oU hang oXW in a noiV\ pXb becaXVe Whe\ 
aVVXme WhaW I ZoXldn'W enjo\ iW. (The\'Ue XVXall\ coUUecW, bXW I'd 
acWXall\ VomeWimeV chooVe Wo go Wo WhingV I don'W enjo\ oU haYe a haUd 
Wime ZiWh, if giYen Whe choice, becaXVe WhaW'V ZhaW iW WakeV Wo be paUW of 
Whe Vocial ciUcle). BXW becaXVe I'm noW WheUe foU WhoVe ViWXaWionV, I alVo 
don'W geW inYiWed Wo oWheU WhingV² I'm noW paUW of Zho people Whink 
aboXW aV paUW of WheiU ³commXniW\´. And I find WhaW man\ of Whe people 
I XndeUVWand aV and behaYe WoZaUd aV paUW of m\ commXniW\ don'W 
WUeaW me WhaW Za\ in UeWXUn. I'm kind of a ghoVW. I caUe a loW aboXW 
commXniW\, bXW commXniW\ iV haUd foU me. I Whink iW'V haUd foU a loW of 
bUain-fUeakV. ConnecWing ZiWh an\one on a peUVonal leYel iV jXVW noW 
VomeWhing I'm able Wo do YeU\ ofWen. (To be faiU, a loW of moUe ³Vociall\ 
noUmal´ people don'W knoZ hoZ Wo inWeUacW ZiWh me² alWhoXgh Whe\ 
don'W XVXall\ XndeUVWand iW WhaW Za\... and aV Whe fUeak, iW'V alZa\V m\ 
job Wo do Whe inYiVible ZoUk of bUidging Whe gap.) IW WakeV a loW of Wime 
and eneUg\ foU me Wo bXild UelaWionVhipV aW all, and eYen moUe-Vo foU 
moUe peUVonal oneV. And I need a loW of UecoYeU\ Wime afWeU Vocial 
ViWXaWionV. All WhaW meanV WhaW I'm going Wo haYe feZeU peUVonal oU 
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inWimaWe UelaWionVhipV Whan oWheU people mighW, jXVW becaXVe of m\ 
limiWed capaciW\.  
 
And \eW, eYen Whe moUe anaUchiVWic, inVXUUecWioniVW UelaWionVhip 
anaUchiVWV Wend Wo pUiYilege (eiWheU e[pliciWl\ oU b\ defaXlW) Whe moUe 
e[WUoYeUWed, neXUoW\pical Za\V of UelaWing. WiWhin Whe gUand naUUaWiYeV 
of libeUaWoU\ UelaWionVhipV, a laUge nXmbeU of gUoXp and indiYidXal 
inWimacieV iV ofWen caVW aV a neceVVaU\ paUW of Whe pUefigXUaWiYe 
pUacWice. ThoVe e[pecWaWionV and noUmV aUe ableiVW. The\ Zill neYeU 
be e[pecWaWionV I can fXlfil, paUWl\ becaXVe of m\ oZn limiWaWionV and 
Vocial needV, and paUWl\ becaXVe of hoZ oWheU people'V WUeaWmenW of 
me acWiYel\ diVableV me Vociall\. The (neceVVaUil\-) ³Vociall\ bXV\´ 
YeUVion of poVW-UeYolXWion XWopia iV alienaWing Wo me. And I'm noW Whe 
onl\ one. I ZanW Wo bXild a ZoUld ZheUe oXU Vocial diYeUViW\ iV 
honoXUed. 
 
On Whe fiUVW da\ of Whe XnconfeUence, WheUe ZaV a (Vmall bXW) poZeUfXl 
VeVVion aboXW RA and neXUodiYeUgence (ZheUe moUe Whan half of XV 
ZeUe alVo ace). ThaW hoXU alone made m\ confeUence e[peUience. (I 
had oWheU high poinWV Woo, inclXding Walking aboXW pUiVon leWWeU-ZUiWing, 
diVcXVVionV of meaningfXl ciUcleV of caUe, and Whe ace/aUo hang-oXW2) 
VeU\ qXickl\, I ZaV able Wo find people Zho VhaUed WheVe e[peUienceV 
of alienaWion and Vocial e[clXVion. We ZeUe able Wo help each oWheU 
pXW ZoUdV Wo WhingV Ze hadn'W neceVVaUil\ been able Wo name. And Ze 
alVo had an oppoUWXniW\ Wo VhaUe oXU oZn XnconfeUence acceVVibiliW\ 
needV, offeUing Wo look oXW foU each oWheU oYeU Whe Zeekend. IW ZaV a 
ZondeUfXl momenW of inWUoYeUWed bUain-fUeak VolidaUiW\. And I feel WhaW 
iW deVeUYeV Wo be acknoZledged. 

                                                           
2 Not all aces and aros present at the conference Zere at the hang-oXt. 

One Zas interested bXt had other commitments. And from Zhat I can 
tell, there Zere at least a coXple other aces at the eYent Zho didn't need 
or Zant that space, Zhich is cool too. BXt I'm glad most of Xs Zho 
Zanted to be there had the chance to talk to each other aboXt ace and 
arospec stXff. 
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We didn'W manage Wo geW Wo WhaW place aUoXnd ph\Vical diVabiliW\ and 
chUonic illneVV, aW leaVW noW aW an\ poinW I ZiWneVVed oYeU Whe Zeekend. 
DeVpiWe a nXmbeU of oWheU (inYiVibl\) chUonicall\ ill folkV being pUeVenW, 
people ZeUen¶W qXiWe Uead\ Wo haYe WhoVe conYeUVaWionV WhiV Wime 
aUoXnd. TheVe aUe Vome of Whe WhingV I'm moVWl\ VWUXggling Wo 
aUWicXlaWe foU m\Velf and I ZoXld Ueall\ appUeciaWe Whe oppoUWXniW\ Wo 
ZoUk Vome of iW oXW ZiWh oWheU people Zho haYe VimilaU e[peUienceV. 
ThaW diVabiliW\ piece jXVW ZaVn'W Ueall\ paUW of Whe anal\ViV. IW needV Wo 
be. I hope ne[W Wime iW Zill be.  
 

*** 
 

AUUiYing and meeWing people, I felW a liWWle inWimidaWed b\ all Whe 
knoZledge and e[peUience and eneUg\ WhaW people bUoXghW, and I 
ZoUUied a liWWle WhaW I mighW noW haYe mXch Wo conWUibXWe. UlWimaWel\, I 
don'W Whink m\ conceUn ZaV Zell-foXnded-- I foUgeW VomeWimeV hoZ 
mXch of Whe anal\ViV ace commXniWieV haYe deYeloped iVn'W ³common 
knoZledge´ eYen WhoXgh iW haV a loW Wo offeU eYeU\one. One Whing I'Ye 
foXnd XVefXl in doing ace and aUoVpec edXcaWional ZoUk iV VhoZing 
people hoZ Whe laUgeU VocialV VWUXcWXUeV WhaW haUm aceV and aUoVpec 
folkV alVo haUm Whem Woo² WheUe aUe Za\V Wo VhoZ people hoZ 
impoUWanW iW iV Wo eliminaWe WheVe VWUXcWXUeV and geW Whem on boaUd 
ZiWh doing WhaW ZoUk eYen if Whe\ don'W caUe aboXW aVe[XaliW\ oU 
aUomanWiciVm. IW applieV Wo anaUchiVWic UelaWing and anWi-monogam\ 
Woo. I don'W Whink Ze haYe Wo conYince people Zho aUe inWo monogam\ 
WhaW iW'V bad foU Whem peUVonall\² aW leaVW noW UighW aZa\. TheUe aUe 
laUgeU Vocial VWUXcWXUeV WhaW Ze need Wo eliminaWe in oXU pUoceVV of 
bXilding Whe ZoUld Ze'Ue WU\ing Wo bXild, and Ze can bXild VolidaUiW\ 
aUoXnd deVWUo\ing WhoVe Vocial VWUXcWXUeV ZiWhoXW haYing Wo Va\ 
an\Whing aboXW monogam\ Vpecificall\. (BecaXVe Vo man\ of Whe 
Vocial VWUXcWXUeV WhaW VXppoUW UomanWic-Ve[Xal monogam\² aV Whe 
baViV foU nXcleaU familieV, pUeVcUibed aV Whe capiWaliVW conVXmeU XniW² 
aUe Vo mXch bUoadeU Whan monogam\ peU Ve.) 
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AboXW a monWh befoUe Whe XnconfeUence, I ZaV on a panel aW an ace 
confeUence ZheUe I ZaV aVked Wo deVcUibe (m\) ace XWopia. I oXWlined, 
one b\ one, hoZ YaUioXV inVWiWXWionV² fUom ZhiWe-VXpUemac\ and 
colonialiVm, Wo pUiVonV and boUdeUV, Wo nXcleaU familieV, eWc.-- all need 
Wo be deVWUo\ed in oUdeU Wo bXild a ZoUld WhaW iV ideal foU ace (and 
aUoVpec!) folkV. TheVe WhingV aUe inWUicaWel\ connecWed² Ze need a 
fXll-Vcale UeYolXWion. The laVW da\ of Whe XnconfeUence WheUe ZaV an 
enWiUe gUoXp VeVVion bUainVWoUming all Whe Vocial VWUXcWXUeV WhaW 
pUomoWe and enfoUce coeUciYe inWeUpeUVonal UelaWionVhipV (inclXding 
bXW noW limiWed Wo monogam\). IW ZaV an e[WenViYe liVW coYeUing WZo fXll 
blackboaUdV. BXW one Whing WhaW Ueall\ UeVonaWed ZiWh me ZaV hoZ 
WhaW liVW ZaV Vo YeU\ mXch a fleVhed oXW, moUe deWailed YeUVion of Whe 
collecWion of inVWiWXWionV I'd name aW Whe ace confeUence. IW'V Whe Vame 
UeYolXWion Ze need. ThaW ZaVn'W neZ infoUmaWion Wo me, bXW iW ZaV 
poZeUfXl Wo Vee Whe paUallel Vo YiYidl\. 
 

*** 
 
AV Whe XnconfeUence ZaV dUaZing Wo a cloVe, I ZaV Whinking aboXW 
ZhaW I ZaV going Wo Well m\ UoommaWe Zhen I goW home. I kneZ Whe\ 
ZoXld be inWeUeVWed in heaUing aboXW iW and ZoXld leW me Well m\ VWoU\ 
ZiWhoXW inWeUUXpWing me, bXW I alVo kneZ WheUe ZeUe WZo WhingV Whe\'d 
Ueall\ ZanW Wo knoZ aboXW Whe Vpace: hoZ man\ of Whe people WheUe 
ZeUe XVing YiVible mobiliW\ deYiceV and hoZ man\ ZeUe YeU\ faW (and 
YiVibl\ WUanV)? The\'d ZanW Wo knoZ if WheUe ZeUe an\ bodieV like WheiUV 
pUeVenW aW all² ZheWheU Whe\ ZoXld haYe felW like a VpecWacle b\ jXVW 
being in Whe Uoom. I Whink Whe\ ZoXld haYe. I don'W Whink an\one aW all 
ZaV XVing a YiVible mobiliW\ deYice. And haUdl\ an\one ZaV YeU\ faW. 
ThaW maWWeUV. I'm VXUe WheUe aUe Vo man\ UeaVonV foU WhaW.  
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While Vi]eiVW iVVXeV ma\be came Xp a coXple WimeV, faW libeUaWion ZaV 
YeU\ mXch noW paUW of Whe laUgeU anal\ViV. IW Whink iW needV Wo be. We 
need Wo be deconVWUXcWing Vocial noUmV of Zho iV a YalXed and 
deViUable peUVon (and Zh\) befoUe Ze can eYeU fXll\ deconVWUXcW 
ideaV of commodificaWion of bodieV and inWimac\ and Ve[XaliW\ WhaW 
aUe cenWUal Wo Xpholding monogam\. We need Wo be deconVWUXcWing all 
foUmV of dehXmaniVaWion Zhich jXVWif\ and Xphold oWheU foUmV of 
Yiolence. Si]e and ZeighW-baVed diVcUiminaWion and maUginaliVaWion 
aUe Vome of Whe laVW ³Vociall\ accepWable´ foUmV of oppUeVVion (WhaW 
aUe eYen encoXUaged b\ Whe medical eVWabliVhmenW deVpiWe Whe 
e[WenViYe eYidence VXppoUWing Whe impoUWance of ZeighW-neXWUal 
healWhcaUe and highlighWing Whe e[WenViYe haUm of faW VWigma and 
diVcUiminaWion). TheVe WhingV (and geneUal faWphobia) peUYade eYen 
Whe moVW Uadical and anWi-oppUeVViYe commXniWieV² commXniWieV WhaW 
geneUall\ claim VolidaUiW\ ZiWh oWheU ³Vociall\ accepWable´ WaUgeWV of 
Yiolence and maUginaliVaWion (e.g., people Zho XVe YaUioXV 
VXbVWance, oU do paid Ve[ ZoUk, eWc.). We'Ue neYeU going Wo be able Wo 
bXild Whe kindV of commXniWieV Ze claim Wo be WU\ing Wo bXild ZiWhoXW 
fiUVW making e[pliciW and deconVWUXcWing Whe Yiolence and oppUeVVion 
ZiWhin oXU oZn commXniWieV and peUVpecWiYeV. AV long aV an\one'V 
bod\ ZoXld be a ³VpecWacle´ in a UelaWionVhip anaUch\ Vpace, Ze haYe 
a long Za\ Wo go. BXW again, I am hopefXl Ze can geW WheUe. 
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THacK MH: A MHPRLU 
 
We ZeUe in a hoXVe, in a Vpecific hoXVe, big and old and 
cUeaking in Whe UighW Za\V. On a Vpecific VWUeeW, WZo blockV 
fUom Whe chXUch/Vchool/XniYeUVe ZheUe Whe elemenWaU\-
Vchool leagXe haV baVeball gameV and Whe childUen (oU, a 
feZ do]en Vpecific childUen each \eaU) Vpend moVW of WheiU 
eneUg\ VhoXWing and dUaZing in Whe diUW and WheiU feZ do]en 
Vpecific chapeUoneV decide, foU concUeWe UeaVonV, Whe\ 
don'W caUe Wo UediUecW. 
 
We ZeUe WheUe foU WhUee da\V, and I fell in loYe Vo man\ 
WimeV. OYeU and oYeU, a Uoiling poW ZheUe jXVW aV one 
inVWance of loYing bXbbled Wo Whe VXUface and eVcaped, a 
hXndUed moUe Veeded WhemVelYeV. I fell in loYe in ideaV and 
alVo in Ueal bodieV. HeUe, WhiV look, hiV acWXal e\eV hoZ Whe\ 
moYed WhaW Wime Zhen he Vaid WhiV Whing. IW ZaV UeheaUVed, I 
knoZ, like all oXU moYemenWV, bXW iW ZaV acWXall\ heUe WhiV 
one Wime and I loYed iW foU all iW ZaV, Whe liWeUal bod\ moYing 
WhUoXgh oXU liWeUal, liminal Vpace. The WUip, Whe coXgh, Whe 
VWXWWeU, Whe moan. The leaYing ZiWh no goodb\e, Whe fUank 
poZeU of WUXVWing WhaW Ze aUe all benW on deVWUo\ing Uefle[iYe 
obligaWion, and ZheUe one iVn¶W Whe\ Zill Uecogni]e WhaW none 
of XV can VaYe Whem. 
 
And in Whe poZeU: Wo diVagUee and angeU and qXieW and 
VWammeU and XndeUVWand VWill Whe loYe. To fall be\ond caUing 
if an\one ZoXld call WhiV loYe. Call iW WoXch. Call iW 
diVcXVVion. Call iW VpagheWWi. I Zill leW iW UXn doZn m\ chin. I 
Zill VaYoU eYeU\ biWe. I Zill Well \oX aboXW iW ZiWh m\ face, ZiWh 
m\ bod\, ZiWh m\ being. I Zill Well \oX in Whe ZaUm VpaceV 
Ze make Zhen Ze loYe each oWheU againVW oddV and 
conYenWion - Zhen Ze loYe each oWheU in diVoUdeU, in chaoV, 



20 
 

in feUWile deca\. LoYe me againVW Whe VWaWe. LoYe me againVW 
familieV. LoYe me againVW mone\, ZheUe Ze giYe and giYe 
and giYe and giYe. LoYe me ZiWh empW\ pockeWV and 
bXUVWing moXWh. LoYe me and neYeU WoXch me again. LoYe 
me and foUgeW m\ face. 
 
Teach me Wo loYe againVW UeVWUicWion. Teach me Wo loYe 
againVW eUaVXUe. Teach me Wo loYe WhUoXgh pUiVon baUV. 
Teach me Wo loYe m\Velf in \oX and \oX and \oX and \oX 
and all of Whem. Teach me Whe WendeU Za\V Wo Va\ "no", 
"fXck \oX", ³deVWUo\ iW´, and all Whe oWheU VZeeW beaXWifXl 
WhingV. Teach me Wo feaU Whe falVe flagV of m\ oZn YiolenW 
VafeW\. Teach me Wo e[plode Whe VecXUiW\ WheaWeU, Wo Vpoil 
Whe VcUipW, Wo daVh Whe WickeW booWh ZindoZ and cU\ all fUee, 
all fUee, all of XV Ze aUe Whe VWage and Whe pla\ and Whe poinW 
of iW an\Za\V! LoYe me WhUoXgh Whe dooU XnWil Whe lock 
bUeakV. LoYe me onWo a UXined billboaUd. LoYe me in Whe 
VhXWWeUed clinic, Whe bXUned Vchool, Whe Uoadkill, Whe faUmkill, 
Whe neglecWed bod\, Whe nXUVing home, Whe dead Vlab. 
WaWch: one da\ I Zill make Whem all m\ loYeUV, Woo. 
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TKH RA bUaQcK-URRW b\: WaRVHQ-\aNV 
 

The WhoXghWV, UeflecWionV, qXeVWionV, and cUiWiqXeV WhaW make 
Xp WhiV piece aUoVe fUom Whe incUedible pUacWice and diVcXVVionV Ze 
Wook paUW in aW RAD. We ZanW Wo Whank and acknoZledge eYeU\one 
Zho inVpiUed, pXVhed, challenged and e[ciWed XV. WhaW folloZV iV an 
inYiWaWion foU fXUWheU diVcXVVion on hoZ Wo make RA a moUe inclXViYe, 
libeUaWing moYemenW. 

HeUe aUe a feZ qXeVWionV lefW XnanVZeUed b\ RAD: Simpl\ 
pXW, aV a pUacWice and philoVoph\, iV RA inclXViYe? Will Whe 
conYeUVaWionV Ze had aW RAD be able Wo moYe acUoVV cXlWXUal, Uacial, 
and claVV lineV? HoZ can Ze decenWeU oXU paUWicXlaU pUacWice, Zhile 
bUinging in moYemenWV ZiWh Whe Vame foXndaWional YalXeV: libeUaWed 
non-coeUciYe, non-hieUaUchical UelaWing? HoZ can Ze noW jXVW VWand in 
VolidaUiW\, bXW fighW Vide-b\-Vide ZiWh moYemenWV UeViVWing colonialiVm 
and Whe UeVWUicWiYe foUmV of UelaWing iW deemV accepWable? HoZ coXld 
RA ZoUk alongVide and ZiWhin Black LiYeV MaWWeU, IndigenoXV boUdeU 
UeViVWance, qXeeU libeUaWion, oU pUiVon aboliWion moYemenWV? WheUe 
and Zh\ aUe diYiVionV dUaZn Zhen Whe fXndamenWalV of anWi-
amaWonoUmaWiYiW\, anWi-capiWaliVm, anWi-colonialiVm, and anWi-
aXWhoUiWaUianiVm aUe ofWen held in common? 
 
TKH LLbHUaWRU\ BaQ\aQ TUHH 

One qXeVWion WhaW aUoVe in mXlWiple diVcXVVion dXUing RAD 
ZaV, hoZ mighW Whe pUacWice of RA be UeceiYed b\ commXniWieV 
fighWing foU aXWonom\ in a ZoUld ZheUe WeVWeUn, ZhiWe coloniVWV haYe 
dicWaWed hoZ, and ZiWh Zho, Whe\ can UelaWe foU cenWXUieV? WiWh a 
keen e\e on Whe agenc\ of Whe oppUeVVed, hoZ do Ze qXieW Whe Yoice 
of Whe coloni]eU? In Whe US, Whe VeWWleU-colonialiVW VWaWe haV 
V\VWemaWicall\ and YiolenWl\ Vhaped hoZ people of coloU, qXeeU fol[, 
immigUanWV, and indigenoXV peopleV haYe cUeaWed familieV and oWheU 
neWZoUkV of caUe. AV Ze VWUiYe Wo familiaUi]e Whe ZoUld ZiWh RA WhUoXgh 
pUacWice and diUecW acWion, Ze need Wo UeflecW on oXU oZn poViWionV, Whe 
conWe[W Ze aUe in and Whe poZeU d\namicV Ze ma\ be UeplicaWing. We 
need Wo emphaViVe Whe YoiceV and agenc\ of WhoVe WhaW haYe UeViVWed 
coeUciYe UelaWing WhUoXghoXW hiVWoU\ and acUoVV Whe ZoUld.  

One Za\ foUZaUd coXld be Wo change Whe Za\ Ze fUame RA 
aV RQH pUacWice of libeUaWoU\ UelaWing and noW aV WKH pUacWice of 
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libeUaWoU\ UelaWing. We coXld ZUiWe, Vpeak, and Whink aboXW RA aV one 
XniqXe UeflecWion of libeUaWoU\ UelaWing, UaWheU Whan aV Whe Vole foUm in 
Zhich libeUaWoU\ UelaWing can Wake. ThiV ZoXld mean decenWeUing oXU 
pUacWice and oXU e[pUeVVion of RA, Zhile cUeaWing Uoom foU oWheU 
foUmV of libeUaWoU\/anaUchic UelaWing Wo Wake hold. ThUoXgh Whe acW of 
decenWeUing, Ze aUe VimXlaWenoXVl\ cUeaWing Vpace, inYiWing oWheUV Wo 
join, and Uecogni]ing RA aV fundamentally paUW of Whe man\ 
moYemenWV UeViVWing Whe inYiVible, inVidioXV handV of heWeUo-
paWUiaUchal-capiWaliVm and colonialiVm. OXU enemieV aUe concUeWe and 
common.  

Maia RamnaWh aUWicXlaWeV WhiV beaXWifXll\ in heU book 
µDecoloniVing AnaUchiVm¶. She UefeUV Wo NoUWh AmeUican/WeVWeUn 
EXUopean anaUchiVm aV one bUanch-UooW of a libeUaWoU\ ban\an WUee. 
ThiV Uich imageU\ helpV XV YiVXali]e Whe YaUieW\ of inflXenceV WhaW 
Vhape Whe foXndaWionV foU Whe WUee of libeUaWion. ThiV helpV XV YieZ 
anaUchiVm aV one aUWicXlaWion of libeUaWoU\ pUacWiceV ZiWhin a mXch 
laUgeU ecoV\VWem of moYemenWV fighWing hieUaUch\ and oppUeVVion.  

IV WhiV ban\an WUee a XVefXl Wool foU YiVXali]ing RA? IV RA one 
aUWicXlaWion of a mXch laUgeU, moUe e[panViYe and inclXViYe 
ecoV\VWem of libeUaWoU\ VWUXggleV? Can WhiV inclXde decolonial 
moYemenWV?  
 
E[SOLcLW AccRPSOLcHV  

To be an e[pliciW accomplice iV Wo be cleaU aboXW \oXU Vo-
called ³miVchieYoXV´ inWenWionV. We aUe pUopoVing becoming acWiYe 
and inWenWional accompliceV (noW allieV) in Whe VWUXggleV of oppUeVVed 
peopleV. IndigenoXV AcWion pXbliVhed Whe ]ine µAccompliceV noW 
AllieV¶ in Zhich Whe\ fieUcel\ cUiWiqXe Whe all\ indXVWUial comple[ and 
pUopoVe an alWeUnaWiYe: accompliceV. The all\ indXVWUial comple[ iV 
Zhen a moYemenW iV co-opWed b\ µallieV¶ foU an ineYiWabl\ UefoUmiVW 
agenda. When VWUXggle iV a commodiW\, all\Vhip iV a cXUUenc\. 
AccompliceV on Whe oWheU hand, Vee WheiU libeUaWion aV inheUenWl\ Wied 
Xp ZiWh Whe libeUaWion of Whe people Whe\ VWand and fighW ZiWh. AV 
IndigenoXV AcWion Va\V, ³When Ze fighW back oU foUZaUd, WogeWheU, 
becoming compliciW in a VWUXggle WoZaUdV libeUaWion Ze aUe 
accompliceV´. 

AV miVcUeanW accompliceV pUacWicing RA, Ze ZanW Wo VhifW oXU 
peUcepWion of RA and acWiYel\ adapW oXU pUacWice Wo encompaVV 
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decoloni]ing YalXeV. ThiV meanV bUinging oXU pUacWiceV and oXU 
bodieV Wo Whe fUonWlineV -- fighWing aV accompliceV, noW aV allieV -- ZiWh 
commXniWieV VWUXggling foU libeUaWion.  
 

As accomplices we are compelled to become accountable and 
responsible to each other. That is the nature of trust. 

 
AQ IQcRPSOHWH IQYLWaWLRQ 
    ThiV piece iV Zildl\ incompleWe and deepl\ limiWed b\ oXU liYed 
e[peUienceV. HoZeYeU, Ze ZoXld like Wo offeU iW aV an inYiWaWion foU 
fXUWheU diVcXVVion. WhaW aUe Whe adYanWageV and limiWaWionV of 
decenWeUing RA aV one bUanch-UooW of Whe libeUaWoU\ ban\an WUee? 
WhaW concUeWe VWepV can Ze Wake aV a commXniW\ Wo inWegUaWe 
decoloni]ing YalXeV inWo oXU pUacWice? HoZ do Ze XWili]e RA Wo bXild 
VWUong connecWionV of mXWXal aid, WUXVW, and VXppoUW, Zhile VWanding aV 
accompliceV in Whe VWUXggleV of oWheUV?  
 

Accomplices are reali]ed through mutual consent and build trust. 
They don¶t just have our backs, they are at our side, or in their own 

spaces confronting and unsettling colonialism. 
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RHOaWLRQVKLS AQaUcK\ LV« 
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RHOaWLRQVKLS AQaUcKLVW DLUHcW AcWLRQ: 

TaUJHWV, GRaOV, aQG SWUaWHJLHV 
ThiV iV an e[panded and annoWaWed VeW of noWeV baVed on collecWiYe 
and indiYidXal noWeV Waken aW RAD 2019 dXUing VeVVionV focXVed on 
deVcUibing poVVibiliWieV foU diUecW acWion againVW MonogamiVm and 
inWeUVecWing V\VWemV of pUiYilege and poZeU. PaUWicipanWV in WheVe 
VeVVionV diVcXVVed anal\VeV and acWionV Zhich mighW moYe XV 
WoZaUdV libeUaWoU\ UelaWing. ThiV ZUiWing VeUYeV aV a bUief UecoUd of Whe 
ideaV pUeVenW and fomenWing aW RAD 2019, and a jXmping-off poinW foU 
fXUWheU anal\VeV and YiVioning. 

WKaW aUH WKH WaUJHWV RI RA GLUHcW acWLRQ? 

OXU RZQ GHVLUHV 

A cenWUal conceUn of RA acWion iV bXilding commXniWieV in Zhich oXU 
needV/deViUeV aUe meW, in Zhich Ze can handle/Wake UeVponVibiliW\ foU 
oXU oZn needV/deViUeV, and in Zhich people can leaUn Wo Velf-
adYocaWe Wo meeW WheiU oZn needV/deViUeV. In doing WhiV ZoUk, Ze aUe 
Xp againVW man\ \eaUV of oXU oZn leaUning/Vociali]aWion in 
monogamiVW cXlWXUe, man\ hXndUedV of \eaUV of YiolenW, UepUeVViYe 
monogamiVW cXlWXUe, and man\ obVWacleV in Whe foUm of diUecW and 
indiUecW oppoViWion Wo oXU goalV. HoZ do Ze cUeaWe commXniW\ in 
Zhich people can fle[ibl\ pXUVXe WheiU oZn deViUeV? HoZ do Ze 
cUeaWe VpaceV in Zhich Ze can WhUiYe Zhile liYing in oppoViWion Wo VXch 
a deepl\ dominanW cXlWXUal pUacWice? HoZ do Ze model / Weach oWheUV 
Wo do WhiV aV Ze figXUe iW oXW? 

TKH cRXSOH/IaPLO\ XQLW aV WKH baVLV RI aOO OLIH 

RA anal\VeV and acWionV VhoXld aim Wo degUade Whe nXcleaU famil\ 
and aVVociaWed coXple-baVed paUadigmV of iVolaWing people and 
making WheiU liYeV de-poliWici]ed machineV foU conVXmpWion. AboliVhing 
Whe conVXmeUiVW coXple/famil\ XniW (and ZiWh iW aboliVhing 
³emplo\menW´, oU alienaWed laboU), Zill leW people folloZ oXU loYe and 
paVVion, e[pUeVVed aV jo\fXl YolXnWaU\ ZoUk and UelaWing (aV oppoVed 
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Wo Whe pUeVenW VWaWe Vo man\ of XV Vpend Vo mXch Wime in, of fUanWic, 
deVpeUaWe VcUabbling foU jo\ and cloVeneVV aUoXnd Whe edgeV of an 
alienaWed, e[ploiWed e[iVWence). ThiV ZoXld lead XV Wo YolXnWaU\ 
aVVociaWionV focXVed on VXbVWanWiYe commXniW\ and VhaUed 
inWeUeVWV/YalXeV UaWheU Whan Ve[Xal/´UomanWic´ iVolaWion and ZoUk. And 
Zhile anaUchiVm haV long cUiWiqXed Whe nXcleaU famil\, bXW deVWUXcWion 
of Whe famil\ haVn¶W happened on anaUchiVW WeUmV. CapiWaliVW iVolaWion 
and monogamiVW iVolaWion aUe Zell-enWZined ± imagining a poVW-
capiWaliVW VocieW\ UeqXiUeV WhaW Ze imagine a poVW-monogam\ VocieW\, 
a poVW-famil\ VocieW\, a poVW-³UelaWionVhip´ VocieW\. HoZ do Ze diVUXpW 
Whe hold of monogamiVm on oXU bodieV, oXU liYeV, and oXU 
imaginaWionV? HoZ do Ze imagine and When bXild alWeUnaWiYeV Wo 
monogamiVW iVolaWion WhaW Zill leW XV find UoXWeV WoZaUdV libeUaWion 
fUom conVXmeUiVW capiWaliVm? HoZ do Ze liYe non-monogamoXV liYeV 
and Wake anWi-monogamoXV acWion NOW, fUom ZiWhin a cUXVhingl\ 
monogamiVW ZoUld, in Za\V WhaW diVUXpW Whe V\VWemV of poZeU WhaW 
oppUeVV XV? 

TKH VcaUcLW\ RI LVROaWHG (cRXSOHG) cRQVXPHULVP 

ThaW Ve[, cloVeneVV, inWimac\, ZelfaUe, healWh, food, VhelWeU, loYe, and 
jo\ aUe all VXppoVed Wo Wake place in iVolaWion meanV WhaW each of XV 
mXVW e[pend moUe UeVoXUceV Wo VecXUe WheVe (oU oppoUWXniWieV foU 
WheVe) foU oXUVelYeV Whan ZoXld be neceVVaU\ oXWVide of capiWaliVm¶V 
aUWificial VcaUciW\, Zhich iV VWUXcWXUed Vo aV Wo diYeUW oXU Wime and laboU 
inWo gain foU a feZ UaWheU Whan leWWing XV oZn iW oXUVelYeV. DiUecWl\ 
Ueclaiming, UediVWUibXWing, and cUeaWing UeVoXUceV WhaW aUe aYailable Wo 
VhaUe fle[ibl\ and Ueliabl\ can make oppoUWXniWieV Wo eVcape 
monogamiVm and iWV aWWendanW iVolaWion, b\ making indiYidXalV moUe 
able Wo meeW WheiU needV and deViUeV oXWVide of a coXple XniW. WiWh 
Yiable commXnal alWeUnaWiYeV, indiYidXalV can be leVV focXVed on 
hoaUding UedXndanW UeVoXUceV and moUe focXVed on e[ploUing Za\V 
Wo meeW WheiU deViUeV. An RA-infoUmed moYemenW coXld help make 
monogam\ obVoleWe b\ helping Wo pUoYide food, cloWheV, VhelWeU, 
inWimac\, WUanVpoUWaWion, and meaningfXl acWiYiW\ foU people WhaW iVn¶W 
dependenW on WheiU paUWicipaWion in monogamiVW economic and cXlWXUal 
pUacWiceV. HoZ do Ze pUoYide WheVe WhingV foU people oXWVide of oU in 
defiance of Whe iVolaWing infUaVWUXcWXUe of conWempoUaU\ coXple-
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focXVed conVXmeUiVW capiWaliVm? WhaW poZeU can Ze Ueclaim Zhen 
Ze VWop aUWificiall\ pUodXcing VcaUciW\ in oXU Vocial liYeV? 

SH[ aV WKH SULPaU\ cOaVVLILHU RI KXPaQ UHOaWLQJ 

MonogamiVm inViVWV WhaW Ve[ iV Whe moVW impoUWanW paUW of hoZ Ze 
UelaWe Wo each oWheU, and in doing Vo XVeV Ve[ Wo dUaVWicall\ conWUol 
and limiW oXU liYeV. AfWeU all, monogamoXV life VXppoVedl\ peakV Zhen 
\oX WhUoZ an e[penViYe paUW\ Wo Well \oXU fUiendV, famil\, neighboUV, 
and eYeU\bod\ elVe Zho Zill liVWen WhaW \oX¶Ue onl\ going Wo fXck one 
peUVon foU Whe UeVW of \oXU life. MonogamiVW e[pecWaWionV aUoXnd Ve[ 
aUe baVed in dominaWion cXlWXUe, in Zhich Ve[ iV VcaUce and mXVW be 
poVVeVVed. ThiV oZneUVhip of Ve[ (W\picall\ men¶V oZneUVhip of 
Zomen¶V Ve[XaliW\) iV policed b\ conWUacWXal agUeemenWV and Vocial 
UXleV aUoXnd making and enfoUcing WheVe agUeemenWV. ThiV makeV 
Ve[ high-VWakeV. IW makeV almoVW all eUoWic UelaWing XndeU 
monogamiVm inWo a moUe-oU-leVV diUecW foUm of Ve[ ZoUk, ZheUe one¶V 
acceVV Wo food, mone\, WUanVpoUWaWion, VhelWeU, Vocial conWacW, 
emoWional VXppoUW, one¶V oZn home and bed, and man\ oWheU 
UeVoXUceV aUe dependenW on VaWiVfacWoU\ compleWion of a Ve[Xal 
obligaWion (VomeWimeV a liWeUal conWUacW). When monogamiVm 
WUanVfoUmV Ve[ inWo ZoUk, iW degUadeV oXU abiliWieV Wo VaWiVf\ oXU oZn 
deViUeV, and Wo commXne ZiWh each oWheU compaVVionaWel\ and 
ZiWhoXW conflicWed/WUanVacWional inWeUeVWV. ThiV high-VWakeV enfoUced 
Ve[Xal VcaUciW\ alVo becomeV e[clXVionaU\ and iV XVed aV a Wool of 
diVcUiminaWion: on Whe baViV of idenWiW\, claVV, Uace, gendeU, ph\ViqXe, 
and oWheU dimenVionV of pUiYilege. DiVUXpWing monogamiVm iV a 
neceVVaU\ VWep in diVUXpWing Whe oppUeVViYe cenWUaliW\ of (Vociall\ 
coUUecW, obligaWoU\) Ve[ in oXU Vocial oUdeU. HoZ do Ze diVUXpW WhiV 
dominaWion, oZneUVhip-focXVed Ve[Xal ZoUld? HoZ do Ze fUee Whe 
floZ of oXU eUoWiciVm and VenVXaliW\? HoZ do Ze cUeaWe commXniW\ 
Ve[ pUacWiceV in line ZiWh oXU YalXeV and poliWicV in a Za\ WhaW Zill Vpill 
oXW Wo VXffXVe Whe UeVW of oXU liYeV? HoZ do Ze XnbXndle Ve[ fUom oXU 
langXage and pUacWiceV of inWeUpeUVonal UelaWing? 

RHOLaQcH RQ a IHZ OHaGHUV / GRHUV / ZRUNHUV 

MeaningfXl anaUchiVW Vocial moYemenW Zill UeqXiUe a diYeUViW\ of 
VWUaWegieV, YieZpoinWV, and acWoUV. Radicall\ Ue-imagining modeV of 
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UelaWing and deYeloping pUacWiceV, pUoWocolV, and cXlWXUe Wo moYe 
WoZaUdV libeUaWoU\ UelaWing iV a hell of a loW of ZoUk, WhaW ideall\ iV done 
in diVWUibXWed Za\V WhaW don¶W Uel\ on bXUeaXcUac\ oU aXWhoUiWaUian 
leadeUVhip. HoZ do Ze UedXce, manage, and diVWUibXWe Whe laboU of 
deYeloping and pUacWicing non-hieUaUchical, hoUi]onWal UelaWing? HoZ 
do Ze co-cUeaWe moYemenWV in Za\V WhaW don¶W feel like endleVV 
Woiling? 

AVVLPLOaWLRQ aQG H[SORLWaWLRQ RI RA 

RA iV XnfoUWXnaWel\ commonl\ ZUiWWen-off aV jXVW anoWheU YaUieW\ of 
³peUVonal pUefeUence´ WhaW people can haYe WoZaUdV UelaWing, and 
VhaUeV WhiV liVW ZiWh a YaUieW\ of aVVimilaWioniVW/aVVimilaWed pUacWiceV 
inclXding pol\amoU\, non-monogam\, VZinging, ³daWing aUoXnd´, eWc. 
TheVe pUacWiceV haYe been made non-WhUeaWening b\ being declaUed 
³peUVonal´ (and WheUefoUe noW poliWical) and aVVimilaWed inWo Whe 
dominanW Vocio-Ve[Xal landVcape. Non-monogam\ iV ofWen a neo-
libeUal pUojecW, focXVed on h\peU-indiYidXaliVm, and comfoUWabl\ 
occXp\ing fUagmenWed Vocial VpaceV and liYeV. Non-poliWici]ed non-
monogam\ geneUall\ UecapiWXlaWeV dominanW modeV of finding 
³paUWneUV´ aV one ZoXld find commodiWieV oU pUodXcWV: one imagineV 
(oU UegXUgiWaWeV) a Uole WhaW a ³paUWneU´ VhoXld fill, VhopV foU Vomeone 
Wo fill WhaW Uole in Vocial VpaceV (incUeaVingl\ commeUciali]ed, 
e[ploiWaWiYe, alienaWed, non-ph\Vical Vocial VpaceV), and diVpoVeV of 
an\bod\ Zho doeVn¶W fiW. Man\ non-monogamoXV pUacWiceV aUe 
pUedicaWed on conWUacWV, obligaWion, and iVolaWion in Za\V WhaW don¶W 
pUoYide a meaningfXl alWeUnaWiYe Wo Whe lonelineVV, alienaWion, oU de-
poliWici]aWion of monogam\. FoU e[ample, pol\amoUiVWV haYe ofWen 
VWUiYed Wo be Veen aV good, noUmal famil\-bXilding people Zho 
eVVenWiall\ jXVW ZanW Wo Uide Whe UelaWionVhip eVcalaWoU ± Wo liYe Whe 
eVVenWial pUacWiceV of monogam\ ± bXW ZiWh a feZ e[WUa people, and 
Zho ceUWainl\ Zon¶W encoXUage \oXU Zife Wo cheaW on \oX. ImpoUWanWl\, 
Whe oppoUWXniWieV Wo do WhiV aUe dependenW on Vocial and maWeUial 
pUiYilege. The neolibeUal pUojecW of non-monogam\ aV Whe e[panVion 
of peUVonal choiceV foU Vome pUiYileged people lackV Whe poWenWial Wo 
gXide XV WoZaUdV Uadicall\ libeUaWoU\ UelaWing. 

In addiWion Wo WhiV laUge-Vcale, ideological co-opWaWion, RA VpaceV aUe 
co-opWed b\ monogamiVWV in diVcUeWe and diVWUibXWed Za\V. We haYe 
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ZiWneVVed man\ people moYe in and oXW of RA VpaceV and 
commXniWieV, XVing Whem aV a ³VWeam YalYe´ foU WheiU WempoUaU\ 
diVaffecWion ZiWh monogamiVm ± hanging aUoXnd long enoXgh Wo Wake 
a bUeaWh and enjo\ inWimac\ ZiWhoXW Whe VWUicWXUeV of monogam\ ± and 
When qXickl\ ³gUadXaWing´ fUom WheiU RA ³phaVe´ back inWo iVolaWioniVW, 
monogamiVW UelaWing, ZiWhoXW VXbVWanWiall\ conWUibXWing Wo Whe ZoUk Ze 
aUe doing. HoZ do Ze keep oXU WoolV, oXU pUacWiceV, oXU mindV, and 
oXU bodieV poliWici]ed? HoZ do Ze keep oXU VpaceV and oXU liYeV 
WhUeaWening Wo monogamiVWV? HoZ do Ze keep oXU UeVoXUceV fUom 
being XVed onl\ Wo WempoUaUil\ abVoUb Whe damage of monogam\ and 
Whe diVaffecWion of monogamiVWV? HoZ do Ze bXild UobXVW libeUaWoU\ 
commXniW\ UaWheU Whan Vimpl\ offeUing moUe ³peUVonal´ choiceV Wo Whe 
alUead\-pUiYileged? HoZ do Ze cUeaWe condiWionV foU non-neolibeUal 
non-monogam\? 

WKaW aUH WKH JRaOV RI RA GLUHcW acWLRQ?  

- foVWeU aZaUeneVV of Whe pUoblem(V), gUanW legiWimac\ Wo bUoadeU 
YaUiaWion in modeV of UelaWing (and ma\be deVWUo\ Whe concepW of 
Vocial legiWimac\ of UelaWionVhipV alWogeWheU) 

- do damage Wo oppUeVViYe V\VWemV of poZeU WhaW conVWUain hXman 
UelaWing 

- pUoYide/UediVWUibXWing UeVoXUceV Wo alloZ people Wo be leVV 
dependenW on monogam\/paUWneUVhip/famil\/oWheU compXlVoU\ modeV 
of UelaWing 

- demonVWUaWe defiance Wo make iW conWagioXV, b\ VhoZing iW aV 
poZeUfXl, libeUaWoU\, jo\fXl, neceVVaU\, poVVible 

NoZ, hoZ do Ze do WhaW? 
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WULWH QHZ VcULSWV 

«in VZeeping UeYiVionV, and in incUemenWV da\ b\ da\.  

- UVe no labelV foU ³UelaWionVhipV´. RefXVe Wo XVe oWheUV¶ labelV. Speak 
aboXW people aV indiYidXalV oU aV membeUV of gUoXpV RELEVANT Wo 
WheiU inWeUeVWV, goalV, pUacWiceV, eWc. (UaWheU Whan membeUV of aUbiWUaU\, 
V\mbolic gUoXpV like ³maUUiageV´ oU ³coXpleV´ oU ³heUediWaU\ familieV´).  

- If \oX XVe Whe labelV, XVe VcaUe qXoWeV aUoXnd Whem: ³bo\fUiend´, 
³giUlfUiend´, ³Zife´, ³paUWneU´, eWc.  

- Talk aboXW changing UelaWionVhipV dUaVWicall\. Talk aboXW ³bUeaking 
Xp´ oU leaYing \oXU loYeUV ofWen, loXdl\, calml\, Wo make iW an eYeU\-
da\ WhoXghW. DemonVWUaWe WhaW \oX alZa\V haYe (and aUe alZa\V 
conVideUing) e[iW VWUaWegieV. SXggeVW bUeaking Xp oU diYoUce Zhen 
people menWion WheiU ineYiWable pUoblemV ZiWh Whe VhiWW\ fUaming of 
WheiU ³UelaWionVhipV´.  

- DeVcUibe monogam\ aV Whe e[WUeme, iVolaWing pUacWice and belief VeW 
WhaW iW iV. KinkVhame monogam\! Be HORRIFIED and LET IT SHOW 
Zhen people Walk aboXW being ³Waken´, ³WheiU Zoman´, ³ball and chain´ 
eWc. LoXdl\ and pXblicl\ idenWif\ oZneUVhip-baVed UelaWing aV abXViYe 
± oU aW leaVW adjacenW Wo and faciliWaWiYe of abXVe. 

- TXUn doZn plXV-oneV, WXUn Xp WhUeeVomeV!  

- LiYe all of life aV affiniW\ gUoXpV ± conYene ZheUe deViUeV and goalV 
coincide, and leW Whe affiliaWion fade Zhen Whe\ no longeU do.  

- RefXVe Wo be middle peUVon in Vocial cooUdinaWing acUoVV coXpled oU 
pVeXdo-coXpled XniWV. Tell people Wo commXnicaWe diUecWl\. Don¶W 
Vpeak foU people WhaW oWheUV aVVXme \oX can Vpeak foU (³I can¶W Vpeak 
foU Whem´, ³\oX VhoXld aVk Whem WhaW´, ³I don¶W knoZ ZhaW Whe\¶Ue 
feeling´).  

- SedXce eYeU\one! PUopoViWion people in coXpleV. Make iW cleaU WhaW 
³coXplehood´ iV iUUeleYanW and WhaW Ze caUe noW aboXW Vomebod\¶V 
VocioVe[Xal ³aYailabiliW\´ bXW aboXW WheiU DESIRE and FREEDOM 
(Whem: ³I haYe a paUWneU,´ XV: ³I don¶W caUe. WhaW do \oX ZanW Wo do?´). 
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- FocXV Ve[, inWimac\, UelaWionVhip bXilding, on commXniW\ UaWheU Whan 
coXpleV.  
 
- SWeeU e[iVWing UelaWionVhipV AWAY fUom coXplehood and WoZaUdV 
commXniW\; \oXU oZn and WhoVe of fUiendV. DepUioUiWi]e d\adic 
inWeUacWionV.  

- AcW on \oXU deViUeV and Well Whe VWoU\. 

- FUCK ROMANCE. Romance needV Wo be de-pUioUiWi]ed Wo a poinW 
ZheUe iW doeVn'W maWWeU 

- ReVpond Wo monogamiVm in commXniW\ Whe Vame Za\ \oX UeVpond 
Wo oWheU dehXmani]ing/coXnWeU-libeUaWoU\ WendencieV. IdenWif\ and 
diVcXVV ZheUe \oXU UelaWionVhipV deYiaWe fUom \oXU aXWonomiVW / 
commXnaliVW YalXeV WoZaUdV monogamiVW YalXeV. 

- Challenge pXniWiYe jXVWice V\VWemV. Recogni]e Whe poWenWial of haUm 
in all of XV and implemenW WUanVfoUmaWiYe jXVWice aV commXniWieV. 
DeYelop (and pUacWice) commXniW\ and commXnicaWion-focXVed 
alWeUnaWiYeV Wo policing.  

- Make Uoom foU Ve[Xal and bodil\ diffeUence, in conYeUVaWionV, aW 
eYenWV, in oXU dail\ liYeV. NoUmali]e Ve[ and Ve[Xal diffeUence. 
DepedeVWali]e Ve[. BUing Xp WhaW ³UelaWionVhipV´ aUe poliWe Za\V Wo 
deVcUibe Whe UXleV aboXW Zho can fXck Zhom, and WhaW WhiV iV fXcked 
Xp. 

- AVVXme WhaW Ve[ iV poliWical, and WhaW ZhaW¶V poliWical iV ZoUWh 
diVcXVVing. AVk people aboXW WheiU poliWicV. AVk people aboXW WheiU Ve[ 
and aboXW hoZ iW jiYeV ZiWh WheiU poliWicV. 

- AVVXme WhaW Ve[ can happen in commXniW\ VpaceV and iV a 
commXniW\ endeaYoU. BXild / VhaUe / model good conVenW pUacWiceV 
and good pUacWiceV aUoXnd aVceUWaining oWheUV deViUeV and VWaWing 
\oXU oZn. PUoYide e[ampleV of VhameleVV, libeUaWing pXblic / gUoXp 
inWimac\ and Ve[. 
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OUJaQL]H JaWKHULQJV 

- DiUecW acWion anWi-monogamiVW paUWieV: pUomoWe loYe, inWimac\, WoXch, 
coXple-bXVWing, indiYidXal and gUoXp (NOT COUPLE) aZaUeneVV in a 
non-d\adic (anWi-d\adic?) VeWWing. CUeaWe VpaceV ZiWh VXppoUW foU 
Vpeaking one¶V deViUe ZiWh Uadical fUeedom. SWUiYe Wo cUeaWe WempoUaU\ 
aXWonomoXV ]oneV ZiWh aWWenWion Wo Whe pV\cholog\ and hiVWoUieV WhaW 
keep XV chained Wo YiolenWl\ VWUaighW/UaciVW/ableiVW/claVViVW/ 
Ve[iVW/coXple-baVed modeV of UelaWing. Spin Whe boWWle, inWimac\ 
gameV, e\e conWacW, WoXch, Walk. E[peUimenW ZiWh falling in loYe ZiWh 
Whe Zhole Uoom! One baUUieU Wo WheVe paUWieV iV WheiU iVolaWion in 
pUiYaWe aUchiWecWXUe ± leVV XVefXl if Ze onl\ Ueach oXU alUead\-ZeiUd 
fUiendV. HaYe moUe qXeeUdo BBQV oXWVide / in pXblic / in VpaceV 
ZheUe \oX Zill be encoXnWeUed and XnignoUable. 

- CUeaWe a ³Ve[-o-VpheUe´ ZheUe people can come Wo haYe Ve[ ZiWh 
oWheUV, Vo iW doeVn¶W feel like VXch a VcaUe ³UeVoXUce´. Make iW pXblic 
and inYiWe eYeU\one. 

- SXbYeUW Whe aUchiWecWXUe of coXpling and WXUn iW Wo oXU endV. OccXp\ 
coXUWhoXVeV / chXUcheV / maUUiage YenXeV, diVWUibXWe liWeUaWXUe aboXW 
bXilding alWeUnaWiYeV inclXding ³mapV´ of alWeUnaWiYeV in concepWXal 
and ph\Vical Vpace. 

- DiVUXpW ZeddingV and Zedding YenXeV. VolXnWeeU Wo officiaWe 
ZeddingV and When bail! PoXU menVWUXal blood on Zedding dUeVVeV, 
VWain Whem ZiWh d\e fUom ZaWeU gXnV. Pla\ loXd poliWical mXVic (don¶W 
foUgeW, pUomiVcXiW\, Ve[, pleaVXUe aUe poliWical) ne[W dooU Wo ZeddingV. 

- HoVW Xn-ZeddingV, anWi-ZeddingV, cUeaWiYe UiWXalV and 
demonVWUaWionV Wo degUade Whe coXple and pUomoWe aXWonom\.  

- Hold fXneUalV oppoViWe ZeddingV Wo moXUn Whe deaWh of Whe 
aXWonom\ of Whe bUide and gUoom, and WheiU bX\-in Wo (UaciVW, Ve[iVW, 
claVViVW) iVolaWioniVW conVXmeU capiWaliVm. 

- TXUn iVolaWioniVW aXWhoUiWaUian aUchiWecWXUe inWo commXniW\ Vpace! 
OccXp\ a Vpace Wo edXcaWe and caUe foU and loYe people: SiVWeUV 
UncXW in London occXpied a cloVed pUiVon and WXUned iW inWo a 
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Zomen¶V commXniW\ Vpace, demonVWUaWed foU moUe UeVoXUceV foU 
Zomen VXffeUing fUom abXVe. The YoXng LoUdV occXpied a pooUl\ 
managed BUon[ hoVpiWal in 1970 foU a da\ Wo make WheiU demandV of 
Whe pXblic healWhcaUe V\VWem heaUd. (LeaUn oXU hiVWoU\ ± WhiV iV a 
moYemenW againVW monogamiVm and can onl\ gain fUom becoming 
enWZined ZiWh moYemenWV againVW inWeUVecWing oppUeVViYe V\VWemV of 
poZeU). 

- Teach people VkillV ± foU ZoUk, foU naYigaWing hoXVing, healing, legal 
V\VWem, Vocial ZoUld, eWc. (and aUW, loYe, WoXch, commXnicaWion, 
connecWion, eUoWiciVm) - aVpecWV of life WhaW aUe oWheUZiVe pUoYided foU 
b\ (Ve[iVW) paUWneU-baVed diYiVionV of laboU. ThUoZ ZoUkVhopV, 
diVcXVVion gUoXpV, Weach-inV, and aWWend Zhen oWheU people offeU Wo 
Weach \oX VomeWhing ± WheUe iV Vpace foU mXWXal edXcaWion eYeU\ da\. 

DLVUXSW WKH LQIUaVWUXcWXUH RI PRQRJaPLVP 

- MoYe oXW of iVolaWioniVW hoXVing and inWo (moUe) commXnal hoXVing. 
BXild iW, UepXUpoVe iW, de-coXple VpaceV and monogamiVW XniWV. SWUiYe 
Wo bXild ph\Vical and cXlWXUal alWeUnaWiYeV Wo nXcleaU-famil\-focXVed 
VXbXUbianiVm. HoXVeV aUe emoWional cageV, leW¶V eVcape Whem! No 
moUe cemenW bo[eV aW Whe end of Whe cXl-de-Vac! LeW'V geW Uid of caUV? 
 
- WoUk foU Whe commonV ± VhaUe kiWchenV, \aUdV, VWUeeWV, bedUoomV. 
CUiWiqXe ³peUVonal Vpace´ and Veek YalXe in commXnali]ing iW. 

- Re-Uadicali]e Whe qXeeU WUadiWion of ³choVen famil\´ and commXnal 
VpaceV aV UefXge / Veed foU WUanVfoUmaWion ZiWhin anWi-qXeeU (anWi-
Black, anWi-Vingle, anWi-Zoman, anWi-WUanV, dehXmani]ing) VocieW\. 

- DeVWUo\ oU make XVeleVV UecoUdV and commemoUaWionV of maUUiage. 
PoViWion \oXUVelf in UelaWion Wo Whe WUadiWion of ciYil diVobedience and 
Uebellion ± XndeUVWand ZhaW \oX¶Ue Zilling Wo geW Waken Wo jail foU, ZhaW 
\oX¶Ue Zilling Wo geW hXUW foU, ZhaW damageV \oX¶Ue Zilling Wo do and 
accepW ± and leaUn hoZ Wo enacW WhoVe effecWiYel\. 

- DiVUXpW, deVWUo\, and make moUe e[penViYe haUmfXl inYaVioniVW 
monogamiVW media: WeaU doZn billboaUdV, inWeUUXpW filming of adV, 
moYieV. Be a WhoUn in Whe Vide of monogamiVW meVVengeUV. 
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- ConWinXe Whe WUadiWion of VXbYeUWiVing, ad-bXVWing, billboaUd 
mapping/deVWUo\ing/oYeUla\ing, VWickeUing, gUaffiWi ± Wo 
obVcXUe/VXbYeUW/Ueplace monogamiVW meVVageV. 

- Bo\coWW monogamiVW meVVaging (WhaW¶V a big bo\coWW!) 

- BXild ³LibeUa-boUaWieV´: VpaceV liWeUal and concepWXal ZheUe Whe 
aUchiWecWXUe of deViUe can map oXW ZhaW Ze cXUUenWl\ lack. DepoW-VW\le 
commXniW\ VpaceV Wo caUe foU / connecW ZiWh Whe Zhole peUVon / Zhole 
commXniW\. InWeU-geneUaWional. WUiWe blXepUinWV and When VWaUW bXilding 
Whe commXnal infUaVWUXcWXUe Wo Ueplace Whe monogamiVW infUaVWUXcWXUe. 
CommiW \oXUVelf Wo impUoYemenW of WheVe pUojecWV aV a long-WeUm 
(lifelong, mXlWigeneUaWional) pUoceVV ± Zhich inclXdeV leaUning Whe 
hiVWoU\ of VXch pUojecWV ZiWhin Uadical Vocial moYemenWV in Whe paVW 
and pUeVenW. 

SSUHaG WKH PHVVaJH 

- Media + inWeUneW ciUcXmYenW iVolaWioniVW aUchiWecWXUe ± XVe Whem Wo 
oXU endV! BXW don¶W Whink Whe\¶Ue compleWe. DON¶T XVe \oXU media 
pUeVence Wo pUomoWe monogamiVm ± don¶W idenWif\ aV being coXpled / 
familied XnleVV iW¶V fXncWionall\ UeleYanW (and When Wake caUe Wo 
emphaVi]e aVVociaWionV of choice YV. WhoVe of need YV. WhoVe of 
conYenience YV. WhoVe of coeUcion).   

- DocXmenW and VhaUe Whe Za\V Ze challenge monogamiVm, Whe 
Za\V Ze liYe oXU deViUeV, oXU qXeeU and noUm-bUeaking and Uadicall\-
loYing and aXWonomoXV jo\V. 

- Make and VhaUe VloganV, logoV, W-VhiUWV, paWcheV, pinV, WaWWooV, filmV, 
mXVic. 

- Mock maUUiage and ³UelaWionVhipV´ loXdl\, pXblicl\, and in man\ 
YenXeV ± mallV, eYenWV, Zedding e[poV, Zedding YenXeV, liWeUall\ 
eYeU\ fXcking gaWheUing ZheUe WhaW¶V all people Walk aboXW. 

- Think aboXW Zhen \oX haYe capWiYe aXdienceV and ZheUe \oX haYe 
cUedibiliW\ and hoZ \oX can XVe \oXU pUiYilege in WhoVe VpaceV Wo Wake 
UiVkV in pUomoWing anWi-monogamiVm / libeUaWoU\ UelaWing.  
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- Take RA Wo ZoUk, on Whe bXV, Wo Whe VWoUe, Wo holida\ dinneUV, Wo 
eYeU\ conYeUVaWion: UefXVe Wo XVe coXple-XniW idenWifieUV, UefXVe Whe 
aVVXmpWionV of coXpling, co-idenWificaWion, co-UeVponVibiliW\, famil\, 
co-habiWaWion - qXeVWion Whem, def\ Whem Zhen Whe\ come Xp. PXblicl\ 
UejecW maUUiage / eVcalaWoU bXllVhiW and VhaUe \oXU jo\ in being oXWVide 
of iW. ShoZcaVe and celebUaWe naUUaWiYeV of anaUchiVWic UelaWing. 
NoUmali]e anWi-coXple, anWi-famil\, anWi-naWal UheWoUic. 

- RecUXiW WhUoXgh VedXcWion ± VedXce Whe beloYed, Whe engaged, Whe 
maUUied, Whe bUide, Whe gUoom, Whe Veeking, and liYe \oXU jo\ in Za\V 
Whe\ can¶W ignoUe. DiVUXpW VpaceV and cXlWXUeV WhaW Uel\ on 
monogamiVW-focXVed VWandaUdV of Ve[ and inWimac\. Go Wo Ve[ 
addicWV anon\moXV and VhaUe \oXU qXeeU RA jo\! 

- EdXcaWe \oXng people aboXW Whe ZoUld of poVVibiliWieV oXWVide of Whe 
UelaWionVhip eVcalaWoU. Go Wo ZheUe Whe kidV aUe (liWeUall\, 
concepWXall\, aeVWheWicall\). BXild + YolXnWeeU.  

- CXddle in pXblic. Help oWheUV imagine non-d\adic poVVibiliWieV b\ 
demonVWUaWing Whem in pXblic VpaceV. 

- Be embedded in commXniW\ and WhUoXgh WhaW embed libeUaWoU\ 
YalXeV in \oXU commXniW\.  

- UVe inWimac\ aV Whe poZeUfXl Wool/meVVage iW iV. CXddle and fXck in 
fUonW of pipeline conVWUXcWion, occXp\ old gUoZWh and haYe an oUg\ in 
Whe canop\. Do noW compaUWmenWali]e Whe modeV of UeViVWance Wo 
hegemon\ and diYiViYe capiWaliVW Yiolence. 

RHGLVWULbXWH UHVRXUcHV WR PaNH PRQRJaP\ RbVROHWH 

- SXppoUW people UecoYeUing fUom monogam\! Speak aboXW 
monogam\ fUankl\ aV a damaging behaYioUal paWWeUn WhaW hXmanV aUe 
WUapped in b\ WheiU aWWempWV Wo VaWiVf\ WheiU needV in a ViWXaWion of 
aUWificial VcaUciW\ and incUedible Vocial pUeVVXUe. 

- WUiWe/UXn 12 VWep-VW\le pUogUamV foU WhoVe WU\ing Wo qXiW monogam\. 
ThUoZ UeWUeaWV, Uehab fXncWionV, VXppoUW gUoXpV. 
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- PUoYide Vocial (and ma\be eYenWXall\ financial) maUUiage inVXUance, 
Wo VXppoUW people leaYing maUUiageV ZiWh food, cloWheV, hoXVing, 
healWh caUe, mone\, VafeW\ meaVXUeV, addicWion UeVoXUceV, 
emplo\menW (e[ample of Rebel Nell in DeWUoiW ± jeZelU\ ZoUkVhop 
focXVed on emplo\ing Zomen ZiWh baUUieUV Wo emplo\menW.) 

- ShoZ Xp aW diYoUce coXUW ZiWh a pennanW and VWUeameUV and cheeUV 
(and a hoW meal, and info on UeVoXUceV, and a Uide home, and a 
VhoXldeU Wo cU\ on, and a joke Wo laXgh aboXW). 

-  FXcking VXppoUW people. SWUengWhen \oXU non-d\adic Vocial 
neWZoUkV Vo WhaW monogam\ becomeV leVV aWWUacWiYe/neceVVaU\. 
PUoYide hoXVing + VXUYiYal UeVoXUceV. PUoYide UepaUaWionV.  

- Replace iVolaWioniVW coXple-dependenW pUacWiceV ZiWh commXniW\-
VXppoUWing-indiYidXal focXVed pUacWiceV. E[ample: PoZeU of aWWoUne\ + 
HealWhcaUe adYocac\ + adYanced diUecWiYeV foU non-coXpled people. 
TheUe coXld be RA pUojecWV Wo edXcaWe and help people pUepaUe 
WheVe, Wo neWZoUk people ZiWh fUiendV oU VWUangeUV Zho coXld be 
WUXVWZoUWh\ adYocaWeV/POAV, Wo UXn eYenWV Wo alloZ Whe non-coXpled 
Wo find adYocaWeV in WheiU commXniW\, bXild caUe and WUXVW.  

- WoUk WakeV Wime and bodieV. Don¶W XndeUeVWimaWe WhiV. Find Ueliable 
YolXnWeeUV. Be Ueliable YolXnWeeUV. 

- NoUmali]e pUoYiVion of UeVoXUceV OUTSIDE of conVXmeU capiWaliVm 
± VqXaW, dXmpVWeU, libeUaWe food / cloWheV / VhelWeU and VhaUe Whe 
boXnW\. 

- BXild VpaceV Wo find inWimac\ WhaW opeUaWe oXWVide of daWing/eVcalaWoU 
life. E[ample of RainbUoV in AWlanWa, ga\-focXVed oUgani]aWion ZiWh 
menWoUVhip and gUoXp acWiYiWieV (jo\, e[eUciVe, leaUning) aV alWeUnaWiYe 
Wo noUmaWiYe ga\ VpaceV. 

- ShaUe loYe ZiWh incaUceUaWed people! BXild commXniW\ WhaW inclXdeV 
people behind baUV and people neZl\ fUeed. Send loYe leWWeUV and 
naked picWXUeV Wo pUiVonV. Bail people oXW. OffeU (Yegan) pi]]a and 
coffee Wo folkV jXVW being UeleaVed. GiYe loYe and VXppoUW Wo Whe loYed 
oneV of incaUceUaWed folkV.   
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MaNLQJ CaQGOHV 
We poXUed Whe Za[ - 
 
\oXU bUeaWh VlipV inWo me 
and mi[eV ZiWh WheiUV. 
 
I Vmell eYeU\one'V bod\ aW once. 
 
In WXUnV Ze kiVVed 
moUe oU leVV aV paVVionaWel\ - 
 
Ze poXUed Whe Za[ and ZaiWed 
 
foU Volid pieceV Wo foUm oXW of liqXid. 
EighW handV, if \oX'Ue coXnWing. 
 
(No one'V coXnWing.) 
 
HeU bUeaWh WaVWeV 
like a bXUning foUeVW, 
 
hiV like a made bed. 
 
Someone Vaid I Vmell like ZaiWing 
and Uain. TheiU handV 
 
led mine, floZed aV one, molWen - 
 
eYeU\bod\ Wake one.  The\'Ue Vmall 
bXW Zill giYe enoXgh lighW 
 
Wo find oXU Za\. 
 
(first published in Open Palm Print) 
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