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6 REASONS 
NOT TO MISS     

FIREFLY

Wa
uwatosa Historical Society’s 30 th Annual

Kneeland-Walker House & Gardens

1. Firefly Art Fair is mark-
ing its 30th year as a fun 
place to shop for paintings, 
pottery, jewelry and lawn 
art. More than 75 artists will 
have booths where they’ll be 
selling their creations.
 

2. Enjoy delightful live 
music while sipping on 
soda, beer or a root beer 
float, accompanied by great 
grilled sandwiches and taco 
salads, as well as a variety 
of home-baked pies and 
brownies donated by volun-
teers.

3. Take in the photo 
exhibit “Wauwatosa Busi-
nesses: Then and Now” 
inside the Kneeland-Walker 
House, a Victorian-era man-
sion that serves as head-
quarters for the Wauwatosa 
Historical Society.

4. Bid on art items in a 
silent auction. 

5. Meet up with all your 
friends and neighbors. The 
two-day Firefly Art Fair — 
Aug. 6-7 — is one of the 
magical  weekends of sum-
mer in Wauwatosa. 

6. Know that your atten-
dance or volunteering at the 
annual event helps support 
the education and preserva-
tion mission of the Wauwa-
tosa Historical Society. 



HOME AND GARDEN SALE 
BROUGHT IN THE BUCKS

The WHS’ second annual Home 
and Garden Sale June 3 earned 
more than $2,250, about twice as 
much as last year.

Board member Peggy Katz, who 
organized the sale, attributed the 
success to building on a good repu-
tation earned last year, generous 
donations of quality sale items and 
the time and effort of all of the sale 
volunteers.

Thank you to all of the donors 
and volunteers, especially Inge 
Adams, Scott Bolte, Carolyn 
Dressler, John Goudie, Jim Katz, 
Mary Kogler, Peggy Rooney, Rose 
Ryan, Anita Sievert, Phil Warner 
and Gertrude Zauner.

‘HIGHLANDS @ 100’ TOUR IS OCT. 1
The WHS Tour of Homes returns to the Washing-

ton Highlands on Saturday, Oct. 1, 100 years after 
platting of the residential development.

Five of the six homes on this year’s tour likely are 
what renowned German city planner Werner Hege-
mann had in mind when he designed the Washing-
ton Highlands neighborhood.

He envisioned homes in a variety of styles along 

curving, tree-lined streets laid out in a Garden City 
design, which emphasized self-contained communi-
ties surrounded by “greenbelts.” The ‘Highlands @ 
100’ tour includes Colonial and Tudor revival homes 
built in the 1920s and 1930s, as well as a mid-centu-
ry modern ranch built in the 1950s that Hegemann 
might not have imagined. One of the Highlands’ 
largest homes, the 5,488-square-foot Tudor revival 
home Miller Brewery President Frederick A. “Fritz” 
Miller had built at 6300 Washington Circle, will 
serve as tour headquarters. 

The tour will be 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Advance tickets 
for $17 will be available at Wisconsin Garden & Pet, 
8524 W. North Ave., and Little Read Book Store, 
7603 W. State St. Tickets also can be pre-ordered at 
www.wauwatosahistoricalsociety.org for day-of-tour 
pickup. Tickets discounted to $14 are available to 
WHS members if purchased online or at the Knee-
land-Walker House.

On Oct. 1, tickets for $20 ($17 for WHS mem-
bers) will be available outside 6300 Washington 
Circle.

Proceeds of the tour support WHS.

Volunteers Anita Sievert, Mary Kogler and Peggy Katz staffed the sales 
booth at the second annual WHS Home and Garden sale.

The non-profit, edu-
cational Wauwatosa 

Historical Society 
(WHS) was founded 
to research the his-
tory of our area and 
to collect, preserve 
and exhibit objects 
from our past. WHS 
is an affiliate of the 

Wisconsin Historical 
Society. Member-

ships include a 
subscription to 

Historic Wauwatosa, 
discounts off regis-

tration fees for adult 
education programs 
and other benefits. 
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NOTEWORTHY
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WHS

A DELIGHTFUL 
EVENING 
IN THE 
GARDENS
Friends of the 
Kneeland-Walker 
House & Gar-
dens turned out 
in record num-
bers June 23 to 
support continu-
ing improve-
ments. A few 
supporters are 
shown at left.
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Stickney pickle factory jar 
found at construction site

By DAVE VOGEL
dmvogel@wi.rr.com

Workers digging and constructing the State 
Street Station development at Wauwatosa 
Avenue and W. State Street recently uncov-
ered stoneware from the old Wauwatosa-
based Milwaukee Pickle Co. 

The construction company gave the jar to city officials who, 
in turn, donated the item to WHS for inclusion in its collec-
tions.

State Street Station, a large commercial and apartment 
complex, is on the site of what once had been the Wm. H. 
Schmidt & Sons Co. factory. 

The stenciled lettering is difficult to read, but the stoneware 
is in good condition, matching other surviving vessels from 
the “Pickle Alley” era.

James S. Stickney and his son Charles founded the Milwau-
kee Pickle Co. in 1871. Their pickles were sold all over the 
country. James died in 1904 at age 79 and Charles in 1906 
at age 57.

The Milwaukee Pickle Co. long ago was gobbled up by a 
packaged foods giant and the brand is now owned by Pinnacle 
Foods of Parsippany, N.J.

James Stickney was born in Lebanon, N.H., in 1825 and, 
at age 23, he and his wife, Calista, headed west to strike their 
fortune. They arrived in Milwaukee, walked through Wauwa-
tosa, and then onto Waukesha, looking for a place to settle. 
After several days the Stickneys returned to Wauwatosa to es-
tablish a nursery business.

Stickney was fascinated by evergreens and began propaga-
tion from seed, but the nursery business enjoyed only mixed 
success while his side business of growing and selling pickles 
gradually took off.

His “Pickle Alley” headquarters was between Milwaukee Av-
enue and Hillcrest Drive, from 70th to 73rd streets. During 
the 1880s, Stickney contracted with farmers in Palmyra for 
cucumbers, even opening a branch office there in 1890.

The pickle factory also produced vinegar and cider.
“As Milwaukee began to reach out and the businessmen of 

the city sought homes apart from the noise and dirt of the 
city, Wauwatosa became the home of a large and increasingly 
number of prosperous people, with the result that property 
rapidly advances in value,” according to a 1900 annual re-
port of the Wisconsin Horticultural Society. “Mr. Stickney 
took advantage of the opportunity and sold quite largely of 
his holding at prices far in excess of what the land was worth 
to grow cucumbers on, with the outcome that he was a rich 
man.”

Stickney’s wife was blind in her later years. She died in 1885 
at age 56. A eulogy in the horticultural society’s 1900 report 
said, “Stickney cared for her as tenderly as any loving mother 
for her sick babe, putting into her life all the light possible, 

while God’s sun was shut out from sight.”
About five years after her death, Stickney remarried.
Stickney went deer hunting once, according to one eulogy. 

He “showed several fine deer which the party got, then turn-
ing away with pity in his voice, and manner, he said, ‘The 
worst of it is, we left two or three wounded in the woods to 
suffer.’ The thought of the poor suffering animals left without 
help seemed to destroy all satisfaction or pleasure of the trip.”

“Friends, have we not here one whom we may call noble? 
Indeed, one of God’s very elect — a member of no church, 
because the churches were too narrow and selfish to hold one 
so broad and unselfish.” 

The pickle plant, unpopular with neighbors because of its 
pungency, was razed in 1912.

James and Charles Stickney and their respective spouses 
are buried on a hill at Wauwatosa Cemetery near the cha-
pel. There is a large four-sided square monument shared with 
members of the Gilbert, Swan and Fisher families, all promi-
nent figures in early Wauwatosa history. Stickney, Gilbert and 
Swan are namesakes of city streets and Fisher is namesake of 
a Wauwatosa school. 

Stoneware from the Wauwatosa-based Milwaukee Pickle Co. 
recently was found at a Village construction site.

UNEARTHED



Remembering
 when  North 
Avenue  was

a-jumpin’
with 

GAS!
GAS!
GAS!
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t8107 W. 
North Ave.: 
Built in 1941 as 
a Cities Service 
gas station. Cities 
Service changed 
its name to Citgo 
in 1965. This old 
station has been 
a repair garage 
since the 1970s.

u7105 W. North 
Ave.: O’Gorman’s 
auto repair shop 

has been remod-
eled dramatically 

since it was built in 
1933. It once was 

a Pate gas station.

t8334 W. North 
Ave.: The former 
Wauwatosa Gas 
station closed 
about a year ago 
and is vacant. It was 
built about 1934.

u6902 W.North 
Ave.: Voline, 

the granddaddy 
of the stations, 

opened in 1926 
as West Lawn 

Filling Station.

t 8807 W. North 
Ave.: The former 
Colony Camera 
shop was built 
in the 1930s and 
continued pumping 
Standard gas into 
the early 1980s.

u 8932 W. North 
Ave.: Kitchen 

Design Studios 
has occupied this 
former Mobil gas 
station since the 

early 1990s. It was 
built in 1941.

t6502 W. North Ave.: 
Wauwatiki Bar’s origins 
date to construction in 
1926 as a filling station. 
It has been remodeled 
and expanded many 
times and hasn’t served 
as a gas station for 
decades.



By DAVE VOGEL
dmvogel@wi.rr.com

Nineteen gas stations lined the 
32 blocks of North Avenue 
between 60th Street and Swan 
Blvd. in 1960. 

It was a time before freeways, stricter 
zoning and environmental regulation 
— perhaps the apex of car culture in 
Wauwatosa. Today, three stations sur-
vive along that stretch.

The 1932 city directory lists five sta-
tions along North Avenue and three of 
them sold Standard gasoline. By 1949, 
another seven stations had opened. 

Along with more gas stations came 
demand for better roads. Hundreds of 
motorists paraded throughout Milwau-
kee County in November 1915 as part 
of a “Good Roads” campaign.

In the 1920s, Charles Whitnall, 
architect of Milwaukee County’s re-
nowned system of public parks, pro-
claimed the auto as one of the greatest 
innovations in American history. In the 
2009 book, Making Milwaukee Might-
ier, author John M. McCarthy quotes 
Whitnall: “The automobile has taught 
people that they can live beyond the 
city’s confines with all the coveted city 
conveniences and do so with less cost 
and greater benefit to themselves and 
their children.”

Matching the proliferation of filling 
stations after World War II was the 
construction of Wauwatosa subdivi-
sions designed with bigger lots and no 
sidewalks. 

Remnants of many of the old filling 
stations — mostly small mom-and-pop 
operations — have vanished. Others 
still dot the avenue, serving new uses. 

Stations still operating along North 
Avenue are a Mobil at 8806 and Speed-
way at 6804. Both are newer buildings 
but on sites that have housed gas sta-
tions for decades.

Repair work had been more lucra-
tive than pumping gas, but that work 
began to dwindle by the 1970s. In his 
1996 book, Oil, Gas and Government: 
The U.S. Experience, Robert Bradley Jr. 
wrote: “The rise of specialty automo-
bile repair shops and extended car war-
ranties, as well as water-free batteries, 
longer-life hoses and tires, elec tronic 
ignition, and less frequent oil changes, 
diminished the need for station repair 
work and attendant services. Gas, not 
car maintenance, was in demand; many 
service stations were really gas stations 
ripe for self-service. Scale economies fa-
vored high-volume self-serves. Finally, 
tie-in sales of self-serve gasoline and 

convenience store items were a natu-
ral. Consumers econo mized time with 
their purchases, and overhead expenses 
for gasoline were spread over hundreds 
of items.”

In 1974, regulatory minimum wage 
and overtime pay scales jumped, lead-
ing to conversion to self-serve pumps at 
most stations.

Changes at North Avenue stations in-
clude the following:

n A Pure gas station at 63rd and 
North was razed and replaced in 1963 
with a mixed-use office building.

n The old Radio Shack at 6401 W. 
North Ave., now home to Minuteman 
Printers, was built in 1948 as a gas sta-
tion. Radio Shack took over in 1979.

n What today is Wauwatiki Bar 
and Grill at 6502 W. North Ave. was 
built in 1926 as a filling station. It has 
housed multiple other businesses since 
about 1960.

n A station at 66th and North was 
razed to create a parking lot for an ad-
jacent liquor store. 

n McDonald’s took over the site of 
a station at 6631 W. North Ave. in the 
1970s.

n A station was at 6706 W. North 
Ave. from the 1930s until 1966 when 
it was converted to a KFC restaurant. 
KFC replaced the building in 1992.

n One of the original Standard sta-
tions on North, at 68th Street, was 
rebuilt in 1950 and remodeled in the 
early 1990s for a Suburpia sub sand-
wich shop and a donut shop. It now 
houses a Subway sandwich shop and 
H&R Block. 

n A Clark station at 6826 W. North 
was razed about 1980 and replaced 
with a municipal parking lot. Gas sta-
tions had operated at the site since the 
1930s. 

The owner of Clark Oil Co., by the 
way, was Emory T. Clark, a longtime 
Wauwatosan. Clark was listed in 1983 
on the Forbes 400 list of richest Ameri-
cans. At times, he and his wife Helen 
lived on Grand Parkway and, earlier, 
on Wellauer Drive. He died in 1984 at 
age 79.

n The oldest of the North Avenue 
stations still selling gas is Voline at 6902 
W. North Ave. It was built in 1926 and 
originally was known as the West Lawn 
filling station.

n A Pate station built in 1933 at 
7105 W. North Ave. now is home to 
O’Gorman’s auto repair shop.

n At 7027 W. North Ave., a station 

built in the 1930s, was replaced with 
a new structure about 1969 for a dry 
cleaning business.

n At Dependable Auto Repair, 8107 
W. North Ave., recent remodeling 
work uncovered a Cities Service logo 
that has adorned the porcelain enamel 
facade since it was built in 1941. Cit-
ies Service changed its name to Citgo 
in 1965, and the green-and-white tre-
foil logo was replaced with a triangular 
logo that Citgo calls a “trimark.” The 
Citgo station closed about 1971 and 
since has housed auto repair shops.

The design of the old Cities Service 
station was among the first of the flat-
roofed rectangular boxes with big steel-
frame office windows that became typi-
cal throughout the 1940s and 1950s. 
In Fill’er Up, The Glory Days of Wiscon-
sin Gas Stations, authors Jim Draeger 
and Mark Spelts wrote: “Their simple, 
spare lines and sleek materials were in 
keeping with the design of the era’s 
autos themselves and broadcast their 
function as gas stations in a way that 
earlier domestic and civic designs failed 
to do.” 

n A station at 8311 W. North Ave. 
was razed in 1979 and replaced by an 
apartment building.

n Also under new ownership is the 
vacant gas station at 8334 W. North 
Ave. The tiny two-pump station was 
built about 1934.

n A Texaco at 8706 W. North Ave. 
was replaced in the early 1990s by 
North Shore Bank. 

n A Standard station built in 1938 at 
8807 W. North Ave. became the home 
to Colony Camera in 1983 but has 
been vacant in recent years. The store 
owner died in 2006. The new owner 
has said he hasn’t decided wether to re-
pair the building or redevelop the site.

n A former Mobil station at 8932 W. 
North Ave. that was built in 1941 has 
been home to Kitchen Design Studios 
since the early 1990s.

Off North Avenue, former gas sta-
tions also have found new purposes. 
The old Reinke’s station at 7206 W. 
State St., a Wauwatosa fixture since the 
1920s, was rebuilt in the 1950s. It now 
is part of an expanded tavern, Leff’s 
Lucky Town. 

Harry Oehmcke’s old Standard sta-
tion built in 1940 at 7945 Harwood 
Ave. has housed a plumbing contractor 
since about 1980. [See article in July 
2009 Historic Wauwatosa.]  A single-
bay station at 6606 W. Blue Mound 
Rd. that operated in the 1940s has 
been a car wash since the late 1950s.
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PHASE II FOR LANDSCAPING

7406 HILLCREST DRIVE
WAUWATOSA, WI 53213

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

IT’S ANOTHER MAJOR YEAR FOR 
KNEELAND-WALKER GARDENS

We’re into the second phase of 
landscaping in the gardens of the 
Kneeland-Walker House.

Old yews were removed in June, 
replaced by an ornamental tree and a 
small brick path off the west edge of 
the front driveway.

The new path and plantings take 
the place of a Norway maple that 
graced the property for 125 years 
until it had to be cut down last sum-
mer. An exterior lamp lost when the 
tree was removed also was replaced.

The total cost of the project is 
about $8,000, funded by a gener-
ous bequest by the late Thomas H. 
Stouthamer and his widow Betsy.

That bequest also made possible 
the first phase of landscaping up-
dates in 2014.

Stay tuned for Phase III.

HISTORIC
WAUWATOSA

Landscapers finish creation of a brick walkway into the gardens of the Knee-
land-Walker House, completing the second phase of major work in the gardens.


