
 

Hello Notre Dame Families,  

First, I would like to apologize for making such a late announcement last night regarding closing our school. I 
received notice at 7:30 p.m. that two of our special area teachers that teach grades K-8 had tested positive. Both 
teachers were here in school on Tuesday and taught over 75% of our students. We were already trying to cover all of 
these classes yesterday and had combined classes running yesterday of over 50 students in the classrooms. We are a 
small district and only have 35 teachers total and no substitutes. We only have 10 teachers total at Okell and 4 of 
them were out in one day- they each teach 6 classes; we needed 24 sections covered and had no substitutes.  

In addition, we already had an entire Kindergarten classroom fully remote and are now calling another Kindergarten 
classroom to let those students know they are also close contacts of a student that has tested positive and will now 
have to quarantine for 10 days.  

Within this week alone we have over 60 students who have been identified as close contacts or have tested positive 
with COVID. We are in a hot zone right now; and I highly suggest you get your child tested and let us know as soon as 
possible if your child has tested positive.  

We are using today to get materials ready for our students and getting devices to the students that do not have 
access to a device.  We did not feel it was fair to start teaching today if all students did not have access to a device. 
Many of our teachers have posted their schedules on their Google Classroom or have sent you messages on their 
Remind APP as to when your materials and devices will be ready for pickup. If you are struggling with transportation 
and can’t find a way to get what your child needs; please call the office so we can help you individually.  

 
The plan is that I would like to be able to return to school on November 29, 2021, but that will depend on my 
teachers staying healthy.  

I too have a child that goes to this school, and she has been remote for the last 2 years and it is not what I want for 
my child either. We need these kids in school and getting their education. I spoke with our board president and our 
canonical before I called the closing of our school. I looked at our data and the needs we needed to cover all our 
classes and I thought of what was best for our students to remain safe and healthy. I did not make this decision 
lightly and do not want to be remote any longer than necessary. Please know I hate this just as much as all of you 
and know our kids need to be in school.  

We will keep you up to date as this situation unfolds. We will continue using the Remind App, Facebook, the Virtual 
Backpack and Robo Calls to keep everyone informed. I know this is rough, but what I have seen so far in this 
community are families that care and support each other. That is what I am all about and truly want to keep our 
children safe and healthy. Let’s enjoy Thanksgiving safely. I appreciate your support and understanding! 

May God bless us all, 

Jenniffer Maslakowski 
Principal Notre Dame Academy 


