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DEEPENING OUR ROOTS, SPREADING OUR  
BRANCHES: A YEAR OF GROWTH AND VISION 
For CitySprouts, 2024 has been a year of remarkable growth and deepened 
connections. Last fall we embarked on a new strategic plan –  a three-year roadmap 
for growth. A first step in this process was to hear from you, our community of 
stakeholders. A common theme emerged from these conversations: continue to 
inspire joy, creativity, curiosity and wonder, and keep science education at 
the center of our mission.  Your feedback directly impacted our revised mission 
statement, our new vision statement and the definition of our values.  

Grounded in our mission and vision for the future, CitySprouts embraced 2024 as 
a year to build strength from within, beginning with the retention of our entire team 
of Garden Educators and sta!—a foundation that has empowered us to pursue 
new initiatives with confidence and creativity. Having an experienced, dedicated 
workforce has deepened our roots, providing the capacity and space to take on, 
and create, new initiatives and opportunities. 

Our partnerships with 24 Boston and Cambridge Public Schools flourished in 
the 2023-24 school year. We increased our impact with adding a second garden 
educator day at two of our Boston schools. Our summer Green Team saw a 75% 
enrollment increase. A visit from Mayor Wu as part of her Connect, Learn, Explore  
initiative highlighted our summer program, and both the Boston Globe and Boston 
Herald featured our work. Our 80-plus volunteers played a crucial role in maintaining 
all our school gardens throughout the summer, ensuring the spaces thrived and were 
ready for students’ return in September.

2024 was also a year to focus on improving our garden infrastructure. With support 
from the BPS Facilities Department, we made our Boston gardens more accessible 
and rodent- hardened. In Cambridge, two gardens were revitalized through a 
Forward Fund Grant from the Cambridge Redevelopment Authority, with another 
scheduled for renovation this winter.

As we look to the future, CitySprouts remains firmly rooted in our mission of 
inspiring curiosity and wonder through 
hands-on learning. Our new strategic plan, 
gleaned from the voices of our community, 
will guide us as we expand our reach, deepen 
our impact, and continue to nurture the 
next generation of environmental stewards. 
The strong roots we’ve cultivated through 
our partnerships, sta!, and volunteers will 
support the growth of new branches—
creating a lasting legacy for the communities 
we serve and empowering a generation to 
grow a greener future.

Susan Diller, Executive Director
Susan Diller (R) with Katherine Walsh of BPS



BOSTON PUBLIC SCHOOL PARTNERS CAMBRIDGE PUBLIC SCHOOL PARTNERS
Baldwin Early Learning 
Pilot Academy

David Ellis Elementary 
School

Haynes Early Education 
Center

Henderson K-12 Inclusion 
School (Upper & Lower)

Higginson-Lewis K-8 School

Nathan Hale Elementary 
School

Orchard Gardens  K-8 School

P. A. Shaw Elementary 
School

Rafael Hernández K-8 School

Russell Elementary School

Samuel Mason Elementary 
School

Amigos K-8 School

Cambridgeport Elementary 
School

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
School

Fletcher Maynard Academy

Graham & Parks Elementary 
School

Haggerty Elementary School 

Kennedy Longfellow 
Elementary School

King Open Elementary 
School

Maria Baldwin Elementary 
School

Morse Elementary School

Peabody Elementary School

Tobin Montessori School 

One teacher raves:

Gardening with CitySprouts brings hands-on science learning to all my students in a fun 

and developmentally appropriate way! I have seen my students’ academic language, scientific 

method-style thinking and general knowledge increase dramatically from their experience 

with [the Garden Educator]. A true gift has been [their] ability to embed social emotional 

learning and coaching into teaching.

“

”
24  School Garden Classrooms 183  Partner Teachers

ELEMENTARY GARDEN SCIENCE PROGRAMMING
CitySprouts Garden Educators lead hands-on science learning for Pre-K to Grade 5 students in their schoolyard gardens. 
As the students’ primary teacher in the school garden classrooms, Garden Educators put CitySprouts’ newly expanded 
curriculum into action. Our lessons and activities are expertly designed to align with state science standards, are culturally 
responsive, and support the development of social-emotional skills. Garden Educators partner closely with classroom 
teachers to make learning more accessible to the needs of their students. The creativity each CitySprouts educator 
brings to their work leads to experiences that spark a lifelong interest in science and a connection to the natural world.

Seed Lessons

Scavenger Hunt Science JournalingSpring Planting

2,905  Lessons in the Garden



VOLUNTEERS
CitySprouts gardens are a vibrant part of our Boston and Cambridge communities, and many of them are cared for 
by dedicated volunteers who ensure that the gardens thrive throughout the summer. CitySprouts invites individuals 
and groups to join us in cultivating school garden classrooms where children discover, explore and learn. In addition, 
volunteers assist with events and in our o"ce. In 2024, CitySprouts summer volunteers contributed over 1320 hours in 
support of our mission, making more of our resources available to programs for children, families and teachers.

GARDEN OPERATIONS 
The Garden Operations team works daily to systematically manage all 24 CitySprouts school gardens, ensuring they get 
the care they need to be thriving outdoor classrooms. This year, working closely with our BPS and CPS partners, the team 
launched a thorough assessment of our existing garden infrastructure. Work to renovate aging beds and mitigate rodent 
damage has begun, with special support from the BPS Facilities team and a Forward Fund grant from the Cambridge 
Redevelopment Authority. 

Your impact goes beyond beautiful plants and berries. You help create another space where 

our youth can learn, grow, and connect with nature.

 - Rachel Kinch, Program Director at the Cambridge Community Center

“ ”

THE GREEN TEAM AFTERSCHOOL AND SUMMER PROGRAM
The CitySprouts Green Team, formerly the Young Leaders Program, is a tuition-free, Out of School Time program for 
young and emerging teens (10-14 year olds). The 5-week summer program and weekly afterschool clubs foster critical 
and compassionate thinkers by connecting youth to the natural world and the environmental systems in their local 
communities. The Green Team teaches relevant life skills – such as how to grow, sustain, and use plants – and sparks the 
joy of discovery and the power of scientific thinking. We prioritize Green Team applications from households with financial 
barriers to enrollment in summer programs – 69% of 2024 Summer applicant families reported household earnings of 
less than $70,000 annually. In 2024 the Green Team was recognized with the Cambridge Agenda for Children’s Network 
Love and Impact Award, and our Boston site enjoyed a special visit from Mayor Michelle Wu.

102  Green Team members in 2023-24 
17  Summer Field Trips hosted by 9 community partners

80  Volunteers and 1320 Hours  
Caring for Summer Gardens

3128  Seedlings planted across 24 schools

5  Garden recipes for Summer Cooking Fridays
1  Whale spotted on a Harbor Tour!

33  Corporate Volunteers gave 105 hours
building and repairing CitySprouts gardens

80  Varieties of plants growing in schools

New rodent-proof beds
Green Team members give 
Boston Mayor Wu a tour of their garden Touring the Dudley Greenhouse



Public school gardens     for teaching and learning

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Uche Amaechi (Board President) | Emily Bartosic (Board Clerk) | Matthew Daly | Tamirirashe Gambiza (Board Treasurer) | Ryan Gosser | 
Terrence Hayes | Bill Kane | Sean Kelly | Rohan Kundargi | Kim Lowe | Gary Menin | Emily Mueller De Celis | Paul Pereira |  
Rachelle Quimby | Alyssa Scruggs | Karen Worth

ADVISORY COUNCIL
Leroy Attles | Patricia Beggy | Melissa Duggan | Tom Hamill | Daniel Langenthal | Je!rey Perrin | Carl Spector | Henry Vandermark

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS
Our community of supporters keeps CitySprouts growing and thriving, and we are grateful for your commitment to our mission. We welcome 
you to visit a school garden in 2025!
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678 Massachusetts Ave, Suite 904, Cambridge, MA 02139
617.876.2436  •  www.citysprouts.org

OUR MISSION 
The CitySprouts mission is to cultivate curiosity and wonder in students through hands-on science learning in their own 
schoolyard gardens.

OUR VISION
Inspiring a Generation to Grow a Greener Future.

WE ACHIEVE THIS BY 
• Building and maintaining school-based learning gardens
• Nurturing a passion for science and an attachment to the natural world
• Teaching to grow and prepare healthy fresh foods
• Inspiring middle school students to pursue STEM and green careers
• Creating experiences that promote social emotional learning
• Connecting students to environmental resources in their communities



SOLAR RAY ($20,000+)
Cambridge Redevelopment 
Authority Forward Fund
Cummings Foundation
Hermann Foundation
Liberty Mutual Foundation
Life Science Cares 
PwC Charitable Fund
Schrafft Charitable Trust
STAG Industrial, Inc
Takeda

MIGHTY OAK ($10,000 TO 
$19,500)
Albert O. Wilson Foundation
Anonymous
Beker Foundation
BioMed Realty, L.P. 
Boston After School 
   & Beyond PIDC
Rosenberg Ebin Family Foundation

SILVER BIRCH ($5,000 - 
$9,999)
Anderson & Kreiger LLP
Cambridge Community Foundation 
Green Leaf Foundation 
John Moriarty & Associates
MIT 
Redgate 
Sanofi Genzyme
Siena Construction

GREEN LEAF ($2,500 - $4,999)
Beacon Hill Garden Club
Carla Bregman
BR+A Consulting Engineers
Cambridge Trust Company
Cambridge Women for Good
Coast of Maine Organic Products, Inc
Emily & Thomas Haslett
Pilgrim Parking (Propark Mobility)
The Richmond Group
TIAA 
Turner Construction Company
Whole Kids Foundation

COMMUNITY ($1,000 - $2,499)
Gretchen Adams & Rob Hayes *
Kevin Beggs 
Kostia Bergman
Cambridge Innovation Center 
Matthew Daly
Dr. Lisa Diller-Bloch 
   & Dr. Donald Bloch

David Gerstle & Turner Smith
Google
Ryan Gosser 
   & Steven Zgleszewski *
Green City Growers
Terrence Hayes 
   & Lara Curtis Hayes *
Thomas Hecht & Susan Korrick *
Joanne Hilferty * 
Jane & Tom Hirschi *
Carrie Jung & Nathaniel Waisbrot 
Ryan & Jaime Kim
Daniel Langenthal 
Life Alive Cafe
Kim Lowe & John Kearse
Jeffrey Perrin & Angela Borges *
Alyssa & Eric Scruggs
Carl Spector *
TD Charitable Foundation
Town Fair Tire Foundation
Louise & Charles Weed
Josefine Wendel 
   & Boudewijn de Jonge
Candace Young & Glenn Batchelder 

HONEY BEE ($250 - $999)
Uche Amaechi
Alexis Bader
Emily Bartosic *
Basil Tree Catering 
Patricia Beggy *
Mary & Paul Boghossian 
Harold Carroll
Sally Cohen
Jessica Daniels & Paul Blackborow
DIG
Susan Diller
Lisa Dobberteen 
Mark Duggan
Alan Field 
Tamirirashe Gambiza *
Julia Gittleman & Tom Mendelsohn 
Eric Grunebaum & Miriam Tendler 
Tom Hamill 
Electra Hui *
Bill Kane *
Brian Kelley
Judy Kelly
Kyoko & Peter Kirby
Kirkland & Ellis LLP 
Rohan Kundargi
Lady Mary Inn
Mary Landrigan-Ossar
Kevin Leahy
Joy McCallum 
Meek Foundation

Gary & Rebecca Menin 

Emily Mueller De Celis 
   & David De Celis
Open Water
Ross Ozer & Scott Gortikov
Jonathan Pate
Jon Penterman & Mary Gehring *
Paul Pereira
Adele Pressman 
Sharon Robinson 
   & Richard Parsons
Abby Rockefeller & Lee Halprin *
Roberta L Rubin
Leah Rugen & Anthony Boral 
Theodore Rybeck
   & Ellen Brodsky *
Ellen Semonoff *
Joan Shayne
Anne Shumway
Martha & Tom Sieniewicz
Karen Sollins
Anne & Matthew Sudduth
Frank Swoboda 
Min-Jen Taylor 
Usha Thakrar
Sonia Turek 
Gary Valaskovic *
Julie Vultaggio
Katherine Walsh 
Jim Wilson
Kelsey Wirth & Samuel Myers
Karen Worth *
Laura Zimmerman 
   & Joseph Shay

GROUNDSWELL (UP TO $249)
Virginia Adams 
Judith Alexander
Elizabeth Allen
Holly Antolini *
Jessica Baccari 
Justin Baker 
Robert Barboza
Joel & Betsy Bard
Barry & Karen Barkow *
Janeen & Jeffrey Barnett 
Margaret Beck
Jessica Booth
Bootstrap Compost
Caroline Bowes
Harrison Bramhall 
Diane & Dave Brancazio
Julie Brandlen
Danielle Buote
Alex Cabana

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS
Our community of supporters keeps CitySprouts growing and thriving, and we are grateful  

for your commitment to our mission. We welcome you to visit a school garden in 2025!



Layla Cable 
Patricia Caldwell 
Nancy Campbell
Anne Carey
Maureen Carey-Medlock
Apolo Catala
Timothy Cavaretta
Dean Chein
Ryan Chien
Elizabeth Cormack 
Nicole Cotter
Stephanie Cox Suarez *
Carolyn Cravero 
Jo Crawford 
Nicolas Currier 
Janet Curtis 
Barb Damon
Jane Davis
Kristian Dennett
Michael DiLorenzo
George & Joan Evans
Evangeline Fachon 
Fred Fantini
Fenway Group
Jan & Joe Ferrara *
Kurt Flionis 
Gina Ford 
Janet Forte
Colin Fredrickson
Geoffry Fried 
   & Joanna Bodenweber 
Kelly Gallagher 
Lissa Galluccio
Sara Gardner 
Dvora Gautieri 
Christine Gerber
Arthur Gilman *
Clark Giraldez
Rolf & Julie Goetze *
Goldilox Bagels 
Hachette Book Group
Betsy Hall 
Jane & Stephen Hardy
Rob Harris
Regina Harrison 
Lilly Havstad 
Samantha Headley
Hans Heilman 
Isabella Hemb 
Marcia Hern-Lacey
Patti Intrieri & Alison Muyskens 
Angela Jackson
Marta Jimenez & Tao Ye 
Ian Johnson
Jennifer Johnson
Joe & Jody Petner
Caroline Jones & Peter Galison 
Arvind Kannan

Amy Kasparian
Sean Kelly 
Peter Kelsey *
Parker Killenberg
David Kimball
Karen & John Kosko
William Kubicek
Alexa Kwon 
Annette LaMond & Joseph R. Moore *
Lamplighter Brewing Co. 
Chris Linssen
Danica Liongson
Meredith Lobel
Peter Loftus & Leslie Brunetta
Sarah Luongo
Sara Mae & Larry Berman *
David Maher
Mahoney’s Garden Center 
Kimberly Mancino *
Katie Mansour 
Ben Mardell & Liz Merrill *
Elsa Mark-Ng
Jean Martin
Alexander McAuliffe 
Maureen McCaffrey
Elise McClay
Walter McDonald 
Susan Mead
David Mello
MEM Tea
Sherri Mireault 
George Mokray
Solomon Montagno
Steven Nutter
Mary O’Brien
Deborah O’Donnell & John Riley
Natasha O’Rourke 
Michael Owu *
Andrea Parker
Margaret Parsons
Janavi Patel 
Lenka Patten
Allen Penniman
Richard Pepp
William Perkins
Margie Perse
Amanda Peters & David Emerson
Molly Peters
Alexandra Photopoulos
Brian Porth
Bruce Posner
George Poulos
Rajiv Prasad 
Tina Proffitt & David Horne *
Rolanda Prophete
David Purrington
Le Qi 
Patricia Nolan

Emma Rand
Chris Read
Emma Reckard-Mota
Red Sox Foundation
REI
Braden Reid 
Laurie Rofinot & Pat Michaels
Sean Rossi
Kari Roynesdal 
Luis Sanchez
Dennis Scannell 
Neil Schiavo & Carrie O’Leary *
Emily Schlosnagle 
Berit Schurke
Karen Schwartz
Tom Secondo 
Vivien Shao
Amber Siegel
Elinor Siner 
Becka Smilie & Ian Thornley
Eve Smith
Mary Smoyer
Tom & Anne Snyder 
Niels Sokol *
Ann Spanel
Phylis Stein
Juliet Stone 
Jess Sugrue
Chuck Sulkala 
Maureen Sullivan
Jeff Sun
Kate Tooke 
Trillium Brewing
Larry VandeVenter
Vego Garden
Nancy von Euler 
Andrew Waldman 
Bridget Wall
Stephanie Wasiuk
Corey Watanabe 
Evan Watanabe
Alice Watson
Nancy Wei
Joshua Weiand
Gordon & Susan Weir *
Jessie Wenning & Steve Watt
Susan & Lindsay White *
Jeff & Martha Winokur *
Wendy Wornham & Shaw Warren
Alexandra Wright
Paulo Xilau
Eleutherios Yalouris 
   & Charlotte Karney *
Yiko Yang 
Raul Zaorski 
Alicia Zipp

THANK YOU TO OUR GENEROUS DONORS

* Donors who have given for the last 5 consecutive years.


