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TACOMA AVENUE MISSION SECURED 

They rented a second floor room at 943 1/2 Tacoma Avenue. This 
facility was considerably larger than either of the two previous buildings. In 
addition to the largest room, there were smaller rooms to subdivide, thus 
providing facilities for a more orderly Sunday School program for the adults 
and the increased number of children that had come into the congregation. 
There was no contracted labor to prepare this new facility into a sanctuary. 
It was all volunteer labor, as the men of the assembly assisted by some of 
the women came to paint, sweep, dust and polish. The furniture was similar 
to that which more elite churches were discarding. Obtaining janitorial 
services created no particular problem, since 
Pastor Gray served as janitor on Saturday 
and preacher on Sunday. (Harold was also 
pressed into the janitorial service and recalls 
that he received a salary of five cents per 
week.) 

But Pastor Gray and the dedicated 
saints knew that what was needed was not 
fancy furniture but a place where they could 
join spirits and voices together to worship 
and be led by God. 

Pastor Frank Gray, 
Harold and Paul

Pastor Gray was reunited with his 
boys when in 1922, his mother, who was 
caring for Harold and Frank Bentley, agreed 
to sell her home in Spokane and move to 
Tacoma. Pastor Gray and his mother then 
purchased a house jointly on "L" Street in Tacoma. Grandmother Gray kept 
house for her son and grandsons until she went to be with her Lord in 1938. 

After moving some of Grandma Gray's furniture from Spokane to 
Tacoma and acquiring a few used pieces locally, a family unit was 
established. Grandma then was 65 years of age and began the responsibility 
of helping to raise boys that were eleven and five years of age. Since her 
son, Pastor Frank Gray, was occupied so much of the time with the affairs 
of the Assembly and with his duties as superintendent of the Northwest 
District of the Assemblies of God, Grandmother Gray had a great deal of 
responsibility associated with the rearing of the two boys. 

Clara C. Gray had been raised strictly and had raised her own family 
in that same manner. Therefore, strictness in behavior was her basic 
philosophy. The two grandsons tried her patience on many occasions but 
she endured until her death in 1938, by which time both of the boys had left 
home. 

Frank Gray was a stern disciplinarian but his discipline was 
administered with love. A stern look from him delivered the message. After 
the sale of the farm and having to bear the expenses associated with moving 
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of time. 
(3) Dave Womack had an excellent relationship with the boys of the

congregation and was a very effective leader. His primary calling was 
missions. After leaving Tacoma, he served as a missionary in Colombia, 
South America. He became editor of the Missionary Challenge publication, 
which is now known as Mountain Movers. A prolific writer, he has had 
several books published. 

(4) Don Duncan, a successful leader of Youth for Christ ministry in
Tacoma, felt called to minister in a local church. The church received him 
cordially. A fine musician, with the cornet being his specialty, he also directed 
the choir. At this particular time, few churches created stands in the shape 
of a Christmas Tree, with places for singers to stand and sing Christmas 
songs. This was known as a Singing Christmas Tree. Don Duncan initiated 
this beautiful program on a very modest scale at First Assembly of God in 
1964. During the intervening 25 years the tree expanded to the point 
whereby nearly 30,000 people witness it each December. 

EVERETTE EWING RESIGNS AS PASTOR 

After having served First Assembly of God as pastor for nine years, 
Everette Ewing received a call to return to the Middle West where he had 
lived most of his life, The invitation came from Calvary Temple in Springfield, 
Missouri. Calvary Temple was one of the larger of the several Assemblies 
of God churches in Springfield, headquarters city of the General Council of 
the Assemblies of God. During the summer of 1963, the family bid a sad 
farewell and moved to Springfield. 

Karen, the eldest, married David Coomber of Tacoma, a bank 
manager so remained in Tacoma. She met David on September 18, 1955, 
the same day her father's car was stolen, the two concurrent events 
impressed the date on all the family. In 1957, Karen gave birth to twin girls, 
Cathie and Kristy. They became the "apple of his eye" to Pastor Ewing. 

Joyce married an old family friend, John Burnett. They were called 
to the mission field. (Joyce and John Burnett served as foreign missionaries 
in the Philippine Islands for many years. Currently they are in Brussels, 
Belgium, where they are on the staff of International Correspondence 
Institute.) 

Glenn, with exceptional talent in mathematics and science, was 
interested in receiving an appointment to the U. S. Naval Academy at 
Annapolis, Maryland. His efforts were successful. He obtained his 
appointment, completed his studies, received his commission and served 
in the Navy for a number of years. He currently lives in the Seattle area and 
is a computer specialist. 

Dorlyn, the youngest, accompanied her parents to Springfield. She 
volunteered for the U. S. Army and is currently an army optometrist, 
stationed in Washington, D. C. 

After serving Calvary Temple in Springfield for a year, Everette 
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