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Who’s in a Name? began as an intervention in a 
public project by John Baldessari. In January 2011, the 
artist launched Your Name in Lights on the facade of the 
Australian Museum in Sydney, Australia. Leading up 
to the launch of the project and during its three-week 
duration, viewers were invited to register their names 
on a dedicated website. Participants were then informed 
when their names would be illuminated for fifteen seconds 
on a nearly 100-foot L.E.D. screen. In January 2011, 
when Silton first learned about the project, she invited 
artist friends and colleagues to each register the name 
of an artist who had committed suicide. These names 
she culled from a Wikipedia site devoted to the archiving 
of artists (and others) who had ended their lives.

Susan Silton
Introduction

Ken Ehrlich
Ken Ehrlich will present a text that reflects on the sound of a name is a name 
is a name.

Judie Bamber (read by Elena Rosa)
The artist Judie Bamber has always found that logically thinking through the 
reality of possible methods of committing suicide quells the impulse; with that in 
mind she will read the poem, Résumé, by Dorothy Parker. 

Audrey Mandelbaum
Letter to Leno: In which Mandelbaum explores the meaning of two of Leno Prestini’s 
fantasy-themed paintings in light of his unconventional life in rural eastern 
Washington, his brilliant and eccentric career, and his mysterious suicide.

Farrah Karapetian
“My mother was born a Protestant Black Irish Russian Jew named Barbara Spector 
and was called Barbie by her family growing up; she would kill me for telling you 
this. After her divorce and before her next marriage, to my father, she changed 
her name to Reva, which means, “One who is about to be married,” and then, 
once married to my father, she changed her name to the Arabic “Marjam”, which 
means “One with a motherly nature,” taking my father’s Armenian last name: 
“Karapetian.” Later, in the name of reducing the struggle in our lives, she changed 
her first name to “Hamidatun,” which means, “One who is successful.” Most of us 
regard our names as given, but names like my mother’s—Hamidatun Marjam Reva 
Barbara Spector Karapetian—can describe a lifetime of culture and desire.”

Yong Soon Min
In reference to Pedro Reinaldo Álvarez Castello’s 2003 painting, Andy Jean Michelle, 
Yong Soon Min will discuss the artist’s career in the context of Cuba’s Special 
Period that started in the 1990s.

Sheila Pinkel
Sheila Pinkel will be talking briefly about the meaning(s) of her name and also 
about her relationship to suicide in her immediate family.

Margie Schnibbe
Margie Schnibbe will read a brief excerpt from an autobiographical text written in 
2007, titled Vena Virago is Not My Real Name. Says Schnibbe: “When Pierre Molinier 
was asked if he was homosexual, he said he was in fact a lesbian. When I am 
asked if I am a lesbian, I say I am in fact a gay man. Pierre and I were raised in 
strict religious families and grew up in a self-punishing way. Our diverse practices 
include idiosyncratic works that address issues of sexual eroticism, sadomasochism, 
masturbation, fetishism, and ejaculation. If Pierre were alive today I would like 
to put him in one of my movies. If Pierre were alive today I would like to be 
his friend.”



Carolyn Castaño
Carolyn Castaño will read a work by early 20th century Mexican poet, Amado 
Nervo. Nervo’s brother died of suicide, and his wife died an untimely death, which 
the poet channeled into some of the most beautiful poems of the Spanish language.

Eve Luckring
Eve Luckring’s presentation is about how the documentary photograph creates an 
intricate relationship between the photographer, his/her subjects, and the audience 
of the work.

Brian Moss
Brian Moss will weave together several different stories about chance and 
history, death and remembrance, fame and recognition, and originality and 
appropriation.

Eileen Cowin
Says Cowin: “When I was in graduate school, our favorite pastime was to read 
artists bios. When one of us received a new book, we would quickly turn to the 
back of the book. How old were they? Where did they live? When did they get out 
of school? We tried to see ourselves in those bios. In the spirit of Who’s in a Name? I 
have decided to reveal my true bio.”

Kim Schoen
Kim Schoen will show images and read didactics from a fictional Bonhams Auction 
house catalog she created for Bonhams in 2005. The project, entitled Provenance, 
features photographs of paintings of women that have no known provenance, 
and fictional descriptions of the paintings. A film version of this piece was shown 
here in L.A. in 2009 in an exhibition called The Awful Parenthesis, curated by Aram 
Moshayedi.

Joseph Santarromana 
Joseph Santarromana will present a short videowork. Says the artist: “The name I 
was given when I was born was Lorenzo Sancho Jose Marie Santarromana. When I 
was young—four or five—I told my mom I wanted to change my name. I took the 
name Joey. The videowork is a rumination about leaving Lorenzo and becoming a 
Joey.” 

Suzanne Adelman
Suzanne Adelman will read excerpts from work by author David Foster Wallace 
that relate to suicide and despair. Says Adelman, “Perhaps it’s a sense of shared 
generation: DFW was born in ’62, I was born in ’65. And perhaps a bit of shared 
location: we both lived in Somerville, next door to Cambridge, MA, in the 80s. And 
we have a shared academic interest: both of us were philosophy majors. But the 
resonance for me is implicit or buried within his writing.” 

Kaucyila Brooke
Kaucyila Brooke will read a montage of texts on authorship, genius, the original, 
and the copy.

Stephen van Dyck
In this performative piece titled He, Stephen van Dyck will be reading from 
mechanical lists that help define who he is (ITunes, internet data, his address 
book), while a strobe projection is used to various effect.

Hillary Mushkin
Hillary Mushkin will read Gertrude Stein’s If I Told Him: A Completed Portrait of 
Picasso. Written in 1923, this poem is Stein’s second verbal portrait of Picasso.

Laurel Beckman
Laurel Beckman presents an audiowork. The Last Night of the World takes its title 
from the song of the same name appearing in Miss Saigon, a musical by Claude-
Michel Schönberg and Alain Boublil, music by Howard Shore, and lyrics by Boublil 
and Richard Maltby, Jr. Premiering in 1989, the play tells the tale of a doomed 
romance involving a Vietnamese woman abandoned by her American GI lover 
during the Vietnam War. In the context of the play the song is a bittersweet dance 
foretelling the American evacuation of Vietnam and eventual suicide of the female 
lead, forfeiting her life so that her child may have a future in America. The audio 
composition employs a spare version of the song, along with sonification recordings 
from Higgs boson particle research. The Higgs research aims to answer the 
fundamental question: How can one entity give mass to others by simply floating 
by and interacting with them? These two principal audio components resonate with 
perceptions of life and death, spirit and matter.

Austin Young
Austin Young will channel the thoughts of Antoine-Jean Gros, the artist whose 
name he was asked to register.

Sant Khalsa 
In Shared Breath, Sant Khalsa will juxtapose landscape paintings by Ernst Fries 
(1801–1833) with her contemporary landscape photographs and describe their 
shared sensitivity to the experience of place, light, and observations of nature.

Amitis Motevalli
Amitis Motevalli will briefly share ways that suicide and sex work connect by 
discussing conversations she’s had with people about the artist Robert K. Bishop, 
and about using the body for survival.

Matias Viegener
Matias Viegener will present a condensation of Goethe’s Faust, about a man saved 
from suicide by a pact with the devil for transcendent knowledge. Faust believed he 
could outsmart the devil, and maybe he did.

Kristin Calabrese
Kristin Calabrese will present images by, and discuss her relationship with, artist/
educator Ann Carter, whose name she registered in the project.
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Connie Samaras
Connie Samaras will read from Red Mars, the first book in Kim Stanley Robinson’s 
science fiction trilogy on the colonization of Mars. The passage she’s selected 
speculates on the fate of institutions if the average human life span could be 
extended to 150-plus years.

Alex Slade
Alex Slade will present a short rumination on the serendipitous pairing of his 
name with that of George Ault, an artist whose work he was unaware of but with 
whom he shares common interests.

Ginny Cook
Ginny Cook will read an excerpt from Francesco Borromini’s firsthand account of 
his own suicide, taken from Anthony Blunt’s book Borromini, published in 1979.

Micol Hebron
Thinking about the idea of the legacy, and the relationship of one’s legacy to the 
material goods they possess and the creative projects they produce, Hebron has 
decided to preliminarily bequeath 40 of her favorite objects (one for each year of 
her life thus far) to members of the audience, in the form of a certificated promise. 
Should she die before the certificate holder, the certificate may be redeemed with 
Hebron’s family for the object described. 

Joshua Callaghan
Joshua Callaghan will sing an original song for voice and acoustic guitar titled the 
good stuff.

Credits
The Who’s in a Name? book launch event was presented by LACE (Los Angeles 
Contemporary Exhibitions) in partnership with MOCA (The Museum of Contem-
porary Art).

LACE both champions and challenges the art of our time by fostering artists who 
innovate, explore, and risk. We move within and beyond our four walls to provide 
opportunities for diverse publics to engage deeply with contemporary art.  In doing 
so, we further dialogue and participation between and among artists and those 
audiences. Founded in 1978 by a small group of artists, LACE has become an inter-
nationally recognized pioneer among art institutions. Uniquely positioned among 
commercial galleries and major art establishments, our nonprofit organization 
provides a local venue that advocates and exhibits innovations in art-making.

MOCA’s mission is to be the defining museum of contemporary art. MOCA engages 
artists and audiences through an ambitious program of exhibitions, collection, 
education, and publication. MOCA identifies and supports the most significant and 
challenging art of its time, places it in historical context, and links the range of the 
visual arts to contemporary culture. MOCA provides leadership by actively foster-
ing and presenting new work, emerging media, and original scholarship.
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