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Who’s in a Name? began as an intervention in a 
public project by John Baldessari. In January 2011, the 
artist launched Your Name in Lights on the facade of the 
Australian Museum in Sydney, Australia. Leading up 
to the launch of the project and during its three-week 
duration, viewers were invited to register their names 
on a dedicated website. Participants were then informed 
when their names would be illuminated for fifteen seconds 
on a nearly 100-foot L.E.D. screen. In January 2011, 
when Silton first learned about the project, she invited 
artist friends and colleagues to each register the name 
of an artist who had committed suicide. These names 
she culled from a Wikipedia site devoted to the archiving 
of artists (and others) who had ended their lives.

Susan Silton
Introduction

 “Pierre Molinier” by Andrew Berardini
 “Belkis Ayón” by Stacie Martinez

Jonathan Griffin
Jonathan Griffin will present a text reflecting on the anxiety of individuation in the 
internet age; on homonymy, bungled biography and transferable histories.

 “George Copeland Ault” by Sarah Lehrer-Graiwer
 “Abraham van der Doort” by Susanna Newbury

Natilee Harren
Natilee Harren’s remarks will consider the hauntological role played by the found 
photograph in Mike Kelley’s epic cycle Day is Done. These remarks will lead onto a 
meditation on the significance of Kelley’s passing to a young generation of artists and 
critics who are only just entering the stratified, fragmented, and highly pressurized field 
of artistic production to which Kelley’s suicide seemed, at least in part, a response. 
 
 “António Soares dos Reis” by Virginia Solomon
 “Antoine-Jean Gros” by Stacie Martinez

Michael Ned Holte
Michael Ned Holte will consider, among other lists of names: class rosters, donor 
plaques, the no-fly list, The Wu-Tang Manual, and ads for group shows in Artforum.

 “Richard Matthews” by Andrew Berardini
 “Alberto Greco” by Sarah Lehrer-Graiwer

Liz Kotz
Liz Kotz will discuss a series of letters written by the late electronic music composer 
Richard Maxfield that trace his heady involvement with the downtown New York 
avant-garde of the early 1960s and his gradual unraveling, leading to his death in 1969. 
Within this tragic narrative is a larger story about shifts in artistic production and how 
histories become lost.

 “John William Godward” by Susanna Newbury
 “Jeanne Hébuterne” by Virginia Solomon

Karen Tongson
Karen Tongson will be presenting “It’s Just the Radio,” which addresses her namesake 
Karen Carpenter, and what could be called her protracted suicide. Carpenter’s voice—
sweet and low like the saccharine called by the same name—has haunted Tongson 
across time; it has always sounded, to her, like a swan song, even when it sings of 
interminable joy and boundless optimism.
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Andrew Berardini is a writer. His work focuses on the permeability between imagi-
nation and reality, color, and the contemporary art of Los Angeles. Since 2008, he’s 
maintained a professorship at the Mountain School of Art and currently holds editorial 
positions at Mousse and Artslant. Last year he co-founded with Sarah Williams the Art 
Book Review and installed, with Lauren Mackler, a metaphysical disco in Turin’s Church 
of the Holy Shroud. This year, he’s curating exhibitions at Palais de Tokyo, Castello di 
Rivoli, and Museum of Contemporary Art, Los Angeles. Berardini is currently at work 
on a book about color. 

Jonathan Griffin is a contributing editor for Frieze magazine, and has also written 
for Art Review, Kaleidoscope, The Financial Times, Aperture, Modern Painters and the 
Art Newspaper.

Natilee Harren, a critic and art historian, holds a PhD in modern and contemporary 
art history from UCLA and is a regular contributor to Artforum magazine. She is cur-
rently developing a book project on the transformation of the art object in the 1960s 
with focus on the the Fluxus collective.

Michael Ned Holte is a writer, independent curator, and member of the art program 
faculty at CalArts. His texts have appeared in numerous publications including Kathryn 
Andrews: Special Meat Occasional Drink (Museum Ludwig, Cologne), Live Art in LA: Perfor-
mance in Southern California, 1970-1983 (Routledge), and In the Shadow of Numbers: Charles 
Gaines Selected Works from 1975-2012 (Pomona College Museum of Art/Pitzer Art Gal-
leries), as well as print and online periodicals such as Afterall, Artforum International, Art 
Journal, and East of Borneo. Along with Connie Butler, he is co-curator of the 2014 edition 
of “Made in L.A.” at the Hammer Museum.

Liz Kotz is the author of Words to Be Looked At: Language in 1960s Art (MIT Press, 2007). 
She teaches modern and contemporary art history at the University of California, 
Riverside, and is developing a book on An Anthology of Chance Operations, the influential 
collection of scores, poems, drawings and other texts assembled by the composer La 
Monte Young in 1961 (and published in 1963) that played a crucial role in the emer-
gence of interdisciplinary art practices. Kotz’ essay, “A Name of a Name,” appears in 
Susan Silton’s Who’s in a Name? (2013).

Born in 1946 in Buenos Aires, David Lamelas has been a key figure of the Conceptual 
art avant-garde since the 1960s. His early structuralist films and media installations of 
the 1960s and 1970s are particularly important in their innovative treatment of time 
and space, and his work has been highly influential upon a later generation of artists. 
Lamelas represented Argentina at the 9th Sao Paulo Biennial In 1967 and at the 36th 
Venice Biennale in 1968 with the seminal work Office of Information about the Vietnam War 
on Three Levels: The Visual Image, Text and Audio, which was recently acquired by the 
Department of Media and Performance Art at Museum of Modern Art, New York. Most 
recently, Lamelas’ work was the subject of an extensive exhibition at Kunstnernes 
Hus, Oslo. 

Sarah Lehrer-Graiwer is an art writer living in Los Angeles, where she was born and 
returned in 2006 for a master’s degree at Art Center College of Design, after complet-
ing her undergraduate degree in art history at Harvard. The combination of those two 
contrasting pedagogical influences were formative in guiding Lehrer-Graiwer’s naviga-
tion through and against contemporary currents in art criticism. In addition to writing 
about art for magazines, catalogs, and books, she teaches and publishes the journal Pep 
Talk. Her independent curatorial work also includes the experimental exhibition space, 
The Finley, launched in 2011. She has written a book on Lee Lozano’s Dropout Piece.

Stacie Martinez is director at Christopher Grimes Gallery, Santa Monica. A former 
curatorial research associate at the Orange County Museum of Art, she worked on 
State of Mind: New California Art Circa 1970 (2011), 2010 California Biennial (2010), and 
Illumination: The Paintings of Georgia O’Keeffe, Agnes Pelton, Agnes Martin, and Florence Pierce 
(2009). Martinez is currently a master’s degree candidate in art history at California 
State University, Long Beach, and is writing her master’s thesis on violence and the 
sacred in the works of French artist Annette Messager.

A Brooklyn native, Susanna Newbury studied art history and creative writing as an 
undergraduate at Oberlin College. Her post-graduate return to metropolitan life in the 
mid-2000s rekindled her interest in the growth, structure, and culture of cities. She is 
a doctoral candidate at Yale University where she is completing a dissertation on the 
social and economic geographies of art and architecture in and around Los Angeles 
since 1960. Her research has been supported, among others, by the Huntington Library 
and Georgia O’Keeffe Museum, among others. She lives and works in Los Angeles.

Virginia Solomon is an art historian, curator, and critic. Past curatorial projects 
include the group show Tainted Love (2009), co-curated with Steven Lam at the La 
Mama Galleria in Manhattan, and Shary Boyle & Emily Duke: The Illuminations Project 
(2011), at the ICA at the University of Pennsylvania. Currently, she is working on 
a dissertation at USC on the Canadian artist group General Idea, titled “Modeling 
Subcultural Politics: General Idea, Sexuality, and Signification, 1969–1994.” She will 
begin a post doctoral fellowship at the School of Art and Design History and Theory at 
Parsons, New School of Design this fall.

Karen Tongson is the author of Relocations: Queer Suburban Imaginaries (NYU Press, 
2011) and Associate Professor of English and Gender Studies at USC. Her work has 
appeared in numerous venues in print and online, including Social Text, GLQ, and Novel: 
A Forum on Fiction. She is currently the editor-in-chief of the Journal of Popular Music 
Studies and co-editor of the book series Postmillennial Pop at NYU Press. Her current 
book project, Empty Orchestra: Karoake. Critical. Apparatus. offers a critique of prevailing 
paradigms of imitation in contemporary aesthetics, as well as a genealogy of karaoke 
technologies, techniques and desires.



Credits
This Who’s in a Name? book launch event was presented by LA><ART.

LA><ART 
Founded in 2005, LA><ART is a leading independent nonprofit contemporary art space 
in Los Angeles, committed to the production of experimental exhibitions and public 
art initiatives. Responding to Los Angeles’ cultural climate, LA><ART produces and 
presents new work for all audiences and offers the public access to the next generation 
of artists and curators. LA><ART supports challenging work, reflecting the diversity 
of the city and stimulates conversations on contemporary art in Los Angeles, fostering 
dynamic relationships between art, artists and their audiences. Since 2005, LA><ART 
has produced and commissioned over 200 exhibitions, public initiatives, and projects.

In 2014, LA><ART will launch its Vision Campaign including The Occasional—a city-
wide exhibition and public art initiative.  This LA platform continues the organization’s 
ongoing commitment to supporting artistic and curatorial freedom while focusing on 
commissioning new work in experimental contexts.

Discursive Programs at LA><ART
Discursive Programs at LA><ART is a multi-faceted initiative that generates opportu-
nities for publics to engage with artists, curators, and other cultural producers through 
intimate conversations, group discussions, speaking presentations and readings. This 
initiative produces one-time projects and ongoing programs that create unique condi-
tions for intellectual exchange and public engagement. In addition to providing an 
independent curriculum, Discursive Programs serves as an open forum with partnering 
institutions, to pursue knowledge through artistic interests, curatorial activities, and 
interdisciplinary reflection on cultural production today.
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Who’s in a Name?
144 pages, cloth-bound in silk.
Printed in a first edition of 500 copies.
Available at MOCA, LACMA, LA><ART, the Hammer Museum, and 
coming soon to other locations.
An iteration of this project will be launched at www.whosinaname.com in the coming 
weeks. Stay tuned.
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