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Excerpts from the Deposition of Dr. Stanley Plotkin – January 11, 2018 

Dr. Stanley Plotkin is an American physician who works as a consultant to vaccine manufacturers, such 

as Sanofi Pasteur, as well as biotechnology firms, non-profits and governments. In the 1960s, he played a pivotal 

role in discovery of a vaccine against rubella virus while working at Wistar Institute in Philadelphia. Plotkin was a 

member of Wistar’s active research faculty from 1960 to 1991. Today, in addition to his emeritus appointment at 

Wistar, he is emeritus professor of Pediatrics at the University of Pennsylvania. His book, "Vaccines",[1][2] is the 

standard reference on the subject.[3][4] He is an editor with Clinical and Vaccine Immunology, which is published by 

the American Society for Microbiology in Washington, D.C.. 

Aaron Siri earned his law degree at the University of California, Berkeley School of Law where he received 

four Prosser Prizes and ten High Honors. He was also the Editor-in-Chief and founder of the Berkeley Business 

Law Journal, which he developed into a nationally recognized publication, ranked in the top 10 of 132 peer 

journals. He has his own practice in NYC. (Mr. Siri earned a Bachelor of Science in Accounting with Honors from 

Yeshiva University. and clerked for the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Israel.) 

Transcript of the deposition can be found at this link: 

https://www.scribd.com/document/389327361/1-11-18-Matheson-Plotkin?fbclid=IwAR34exe-

FUcadbyrorG7WybKcU7wywNftBeaYAnVnAhew-VPBPtPGhaells  

(After the deposition, Dr. Plotkin recused himself from being an expert witness in the case.) 

 

Below are extracts from the deposition, with page numbers included: 

 

Page 20: 
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Pages 33-37  

 Include testimony that Dr. Plotkin feels Faith should get these vaccines: 

Hepatitis B – 3 doses; rotavirus – 2-3 doses; Dtap – at least  3 doses, and then two boosters later on; HiB – 3 doses; 

PCV 13 – 3 doses; IPV (polio) – 3 doses;  Flu – annually; MMR – at least 3 doses; Varicella (chickenpox) – 2 doses; 
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Hepatitis A – 2 or 3 doses. As an adolescent, she should get the meningococcal vaccine and the HPV vaccine, and 

as an adult she should get all the CDC recommended adult vaccines. 

Dr. Plotkin states that the four major vaccine manufacturers who supply these vaccines are Glaxosmithkline (GSK), 

Merck, Sanofi, and Pfizer, and that all the vaccines he recommends for Faith are produced by one of these 

manufacturers. He adds in (pages 32-33) that he himself developed one of the rotavirus vaccines – Rotateq. 

(CONFLICT OF INTEREST) 

Page 37: 
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Pages 48-54:  

Includes testimony from Dr Plotkin that “Voices for Vaccines” receives administrative support from the “Task Force 

for Global Health.” Under the direction of Dr. Adam Hinnan, this Task Force does the financial paperwork for Voices 

for Vaccines needed by the government, but according to Dr Plotkin they do not give any funds to the “Voices for 

Vaccines.” Court document Exhibit Plaintiff -3 shows that the “Task Force for Global Health” receives funding from 

Glaxosmithkline, Merck and Pfizer. 
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Page 74: 

 

Pages 79-84: 

Testimony discusses Dr. Plotkin’s CV, dated June 2017, which was given to the defendant’s counsel. It was 200 

pages long. Included: 794 articles cited that he had authored, 13 faculty appointments at a number of universities, a 

teaching position at University of Pennsylvania (a vaccine course), medical and scientific director at Sanofi from 
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1991-1997, and executive advisor to the CO of Sanofi from 1997-2009. (Missing was his adjunct professor position 

at Johns Hopkins, and work that he had done for Merck, Glaxo and Pfizer. He explained that he had just consulted 

for these three companies, and did not have any official appointments there so he did not include them on his CV.) 

 

Pages 85-93 

Although not stated on Dr. Plotkin’s CV, he confirmed that he was on the Board of the following companies: 

Dynavax ( working on adjuvantation of vaccines and recently licensed a Hep B vaccine; Dr. Plotkin had advocated 

on their behalf in govt) 

VBI Vaccines (biotech company developing vaccines) 

MyMetics (chairman of the scientific advisory board of this biotech company developing vaccines) 

Inovio Biomedical Corp (biotech company developing vaccines based on DNA) 

CureVac AG (biotech company developing vaccines) 

GeoVax Labs (biotech company working on a HIV vaccine) 

GlycoVaxyn AG (European biotech company working on vaccines) 

Adjuvance Technologies (company working on developing adjuvants for vaccines) 

BioNet-Asia (company developing a new pertussis vaccine) 

Hookipia (European biotech company working on vaccines) 
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(Vaccine Injury Compensation Program) 
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(Vaccines for Children Program and 1986 National Childhood Vaccine Injury Act) 

Page 124: 
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(ACIP – Conflict of Interest – Rotavirus Vaccine) 

Page 126: 
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Page 130: 

 

This next statement was attributed to Siri, but I think it was made by Dr. Plotkin 

 

 

Pages 131-135 

Dr. Plotkin stated that the CDC “certainly recently” has tried to avoid people with conflict of interest on ACIP, and 

that ACIP meetings are open to the public. However the “work groups” who review vaccine studies and present info 

to ACIP conduct their meeting out of the public eye, and any conference calls that they have leading up to the ACIP 

meeting are not transcribed.  According to Dr. Plotkin, these working groups “may” have forms of conflict of 

interest. Dr Plotkin stating that at ACIP meetings, he can get up and talk whenever he wants to, and pharma 

companies can speak up as well, even when the public is not present. 
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(Vaccine Clinical Trials) 
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(Gardasil Clinical Trials) 
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(Safety Studies – IOM Reports) 

Pages 218-221 

Discussion of an Institute of Medicine report in 1991:  “The Adverse Effects of Pertussis and Rubella Vaccines.” 

Among other things the Institute said that there was not enough evidence from studies to determine whether 

autism can or cannot be caused by DPT, and that evidence showed there was a causal relationship between MMR 

in adult women and chronic arthritis and acute arthritis. (Dr. Plotkin said that a later study was not as definitive 

about the chronic arthritis, and that the term should be arthralgia, not acute arthritis, and that the MMR does cause 

joint pain in some adult women.) 

Page 221: 

 

Pages 221-222: 

Dr. Plotkin states that the vaccine community did respond to this concern by the CDC setting up Kaiser 

Permanente in California where they are doing safety studies on vaccinated vs unvaccinated populations, WHO 

setting up safety reviews, CDC has a safety department, and there are “funded sort of safety centers throughout the 

country.” 

Pages 226-229: 

IOM put out another report in 1994: “Adverse Events Associated with Childhood Vaccines.”The Institute looked at 

54 serious injuries (adverse events) associated with a number of different vaccines. For some the evidence did not 

support a causal relationship and for some, the evidence did support a causal relationship. For the remaining 38 

injuries a determination could not be made either way because “the science hadn’t been conducted yet.” 

 

Page 230: 
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(Autism and Vaccines) 

Page 242: 
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(Vaccinated vs. Unvaccinated Studies) 
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 (DPT) 

Page 288: 

DPT was taken off the market in the 1990s in the USA because of safety issues. 

 

(Risk factors for adverse effects - Studies)  
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(Aluminum in Vaccines) 
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(Encephalitis side effect) 
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(Vaccine ingredients) 
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(Fetal Tissue in Vaccines and Subjects used for Vaccine Experiments) 
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(Vaccines and Religion) 
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(Adverse Reactions - VAERS) 
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END 


