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Research	by	Chuan	Hong	shows	

mulching	greatly	reduces	Box	Blight	pressure	
	

Key	Points	

• Recent	research	showed	that	mulching	reduced	Box	Blight	lesions	by	
up	to	97%	

• Mulching	creates	a	barrier	between	fallen	infected	leaves	and	
healthy	leaves.	

• Any	type	(hardwood,	softwood,	pine	needles)	of	mulch	should	be	
effective.	

• Add	thin	layer	(1/2”-1”)	of	mulch	every	Spring	to	keep	this	barrier.	
• If	Box	Blight	is	already	present	in	plants,	before	mulching	

a. Carefully	remove	ALL	infected	foliage	from	ALL	boxwood	in	
area	

b. Remove	bottom	12”	of	limbs/	leaves	of	boxwood	to	lessen	
splashing	on	lower	leaves	of	plants,	and	to	promote	better	air	
flow	under	boxwood.	
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