
WOLVES PLAY A UNIQUE ROLE 
AND ARE IMPORTANT IN MINNESOTA.

Minnesota is home to the largest and only original
wolf population that never went extinct in the lower
48 states.
Wolves are a critical part of our ecosystem for other
wildlife whose habitat depends on the wolf for
vegetation growth.
Unlike deer and other species hunted in Minnesota,
wolves live in packs and depend on each other for
survival. Human killing of wolves disrupts wolf packs,
creating unstable and unpredictable effects such as
increased wolf-livestock conflicts. 
Minnesotans value having wolves and want them
protected for future generations. In a 2013 Lake
Research poll, 79 percent of Minnesotans agreed
that the wolf is an asset to protect for future
generations. A MN DNR survey showed 79% said
“no” to wolf hunting. 
There is significant economic value in protecting
wolves in Minnesota. A 1996 study showed the
economic boost from wolves was $33 million per
year just for Ely, Minnesota. Further, a 2011 United
State Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) report
highlights Minnesotans spent $621 million on wildlife
viewing. The wolf offers Minnesota an opportunity to
distinguish our state as truly wild wilderness.
For many Minnesota Native American tribes, the
wolf holds a sacred cultural role. Several tribes have
forbidden wolf hunting on their lands, established
wolf sanctuaries, and find killing wolves hurtful and
disrespectful. 
When wolf protections are reduced, more illegal
wolf killing occurs. Scientific studies show that with
legal wolf killing comes more illegal, hidden wolf
killing.

Howling For Wolves is a Minnesota-based wolf advocacy
organization that formed in 2012 to educate the public about wild
wolves to foster tolerance and to ensure the wolf’s long-term
survival. Howling For Wolves opposes recreational wolf hunting and
trapping and all wildlife snaring. We currently support the
continuation of federal protections for the wolf by the Endangered
Species Act.

Protecting wolves for future generations

CURRENT STATUS:  MN WOLVES HAVE
FEDERAL ENDANGERED SPECIES  ACT
PROTECTIONS,  BUT MN STILL  HAS LEGAL
AND ILLEGAL WOLF K ILL ING 

Today ,  Minnesota  wolves  have  federa l
Endangered  Spec ies  Act  p rotect ions  and  there
is  no  wol f  hunt  –  thanks  to  e f for ts  by
Minnesotans  and  peop le  th roughout  the
count ry .  On  January  10 ,  2022 ,  a  federa l  cour t
re tu rned  the  g ray  wo l f  in  Minnesota  and  in  the
Great  Lakes  reg ion  to  the  Endangered  Spec ies
L is t .  Wolves  in  Minnesota  a re  l i s ted  as
“ th reatened”  and  many  wolves  a re  k i l l ed  fo r
l i vestock  producers  fo r  wo l f - l i vestock
conf l ic ts  as  we l l  as  k i l l ed  i l l ega l l y  and  not
repor ted .

NEW MN WOLF PLAN CONTAINS WOLF
HUNTING:

The  2022  MN DNR wol f  p lan  conta ins  wol f
hunt ing  and  t rapp ing  and  s ta tes  a  goa l  o f
cont inu ing  a  “s tab le”  wo l f  popu la t ion .
Howl ing  For  Wolves  cons iders  th is  goa l  and
wol f  hunt ing  as  harmfu l  to  Minnesota ’s
wolves ,  as  a  “s tab le”  popu la t ion  is  NOT
necessar i l y  a  hea l thy  popu la t ion .  The
methods  used  by  the  MN DNR to  count  wo lves
are  not  sens i t i ve  enough  to  detect  p rob lems
wi th  the  popu la t ion ’s  hea l th  and  surv ivab i l i t y
in to  the  fu ture .  Wolves  a re  s t i l l  recover ing
f rom near ly  go ing  ex t inct .  The  popu la t ion
shou ld  be  ab le  to  g row as  i t  can  where
conf l ic ts  a re  p reventab le  and  to le rab le  w i th
no  a r t i f ic ia l l y  p redetermined  “s tab le”  number .  

Howling For Wolves
Info@HowlingForWolves.org
651-424-3613
P.O. Box 4099, Hopkins, MN 55343


