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Birds of Mudumalai
Wildlife Sanctuary, India

V. GOKULA and LALITHA VIJAYAN

The Mudumalai Wildlife Sanctuary, located between 11°30" and 11°39°N and 76°27°and 76°43°E,
in the Nilgiris district of Tamil Nadu in the Western Ghats (Fig. 1), is mainly kmown for its larger wild
animals such as Asian Elephant Flephas mnaxinus, Sloth Bear Melursus ursinus and Tiger Panthera tigris
but also harbours a good number of bird species. The sanctuary encompasses an area of 321 km?
forming 14% of the Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve (with a core area of 72 km?), the first biosphere reserve
of India established with the view of integration of development with conservation of biodiversity.

The sanctuary has an undulating rerrain with low-lying areas and steep cliffs
of about 1,250 m above MSL. Itis drained mainly by the Moyar river with its
several tributaries of smaller rivers and streams. The South-west and North-
east monsoons provide about 600 to 2,000 mm rain, with an increasing
gradient from east to west of the sanctuary, which is hence endowed with a
high diversity of habitats, rich in variety of plants and animals.

The broad vegetation types are scrub forest and dry and moist deciduous
forests. The scrub, dry and moist habitats cover an area of about 44, 98 and
104 km? respectively and about 16 km?® is revenue land. The scrub is
dominated by Chloroxylon swietenia, Ervthroxylon monogynuwm and Aeacia
sundra. The dry deciduous forests have more of Tectona grandis, Anogeissus
latifolia and Terminalia tomentosa and the moist deciduous forests have besides
some Syzygium cumini, Olea divica and Persea macaranga. The sanctuary,
although contiguous with other protected areas, namely Bandipur Tiger
Reserve and Wynaad Wildlife Sanctuary, has pressures from human
populations settled inside and outside, The Nilgiris have been undergoing
drastic changes in the landscape with the replacement of forests and grasslands
by monoculture plantations and agriculture. The other developmental
processes such as hydro-electric projects with construction of dams, reservoirs,
canals and tunnels (Prabhakar and Gadgil 1994) has also changed the
ecological landscape of this area. The human settlement, with the immigration
of people to support the above-mentioned practices, kept on increasing
pressure on the forest around to meet their ecological needs and greed, The
impact of such pressure, exerted directly or indirectly on the biota, especially
birds, has not been assessed in this region. While conducting such a study on
the plants and birds of different habitats of this sancruary, a status report on
the birds, which have not been well documented, is prepared and presented
based on the cbservations made during May 1994 to August 1995,

A total of 266 bird species was recorded, of which 213 were resident, 49 were
migrants, three were local migrants and one was of unknown status (Appendix).
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Figure 1. Map of Mudumalai Wildlife Sanctuary

There were rare sightings of four species from this sanctuary during winter.
The species, with the number of birds and the month of sighting, are given
below: the Long-eared Owl Asio orus (2 in January), Southern Grey Shrike
Lanius meridionalis (3 in February), Common Stonechat Saxicola torquata {2

in January) and Singing Bushlark Mirafra cantillans (2 in January). The

Grey-headed Fish BEagle Ichthyophaga ichthyaetus, although rare, was sighted
in almost all seasons in particular riverine patches, and two pairs were

involved. The Savanna Nightjar Caprimudgus affinis was recorded thrice by’

call during winter.

The number of species recorded was high in dry deciduous (142) and
scrub forest (139), followed by moist deciduous forest (130), but this last
figure may be because the birds were not so obvious in this habitat.
However, the moist deciduous forest had a greater number of habitat-
specific birds (56) than the scrub (40) and dry deciduous (10) habitats
(Fig.2). Forty-one species of birds were generalists present in all the
habitats. The dry deciduous habitat harboured a smaller number of habitat-
specialists because of the affinity with scrub and moist deciduous habitats
and its homogeneous nature. Moreover, Teciona grandis and Anogesssus
lattifolic which dominated dry deciduous habitat produced a structurally less
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Figure 3. Feeding-guild of birds in different habitats in Mudumalai WLS
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complex ecosystem and therefore supported a smaller number of bird
species. The scrub forest is unique in the sense that many bird species
occurring in this type do not occur elsewhere, whereas moist deciduous
forests share a number of species with evergreen forests elsewhere.

Nine of the 15 species endemic to the Western Ghats (Ali and Ripley
1987) were observed in the moist deciduous forest. Only one of these was
found in dry deciduous and scrub forest, while the rest of them were found
in all habitats. Thirty-one near-threatened species occur in the Western
Ghats (Collar ez al. 1994), of which 20 were observed in the sanctuary. Two
of these were aquatic while 18 were terrestrial, Fere also moist deciduous
habitat is more important, since 12 of the 18 species were observed with
seven species specific to this habitat. Although there were eight and seven
species occurring in dry deciduous and scrub forest, only two and three were
specific to those habitats respectively, The feeding-guild structure of the
bird community showed a lot of insectivores in all the habitats (Fig. 3) but
with most in the scrub forest. Frugivores and nectarivores were observed
more in the moist deciduous forest. Granivores preferred scrub and dry
deciduous forest with more open areas.

Both the scrub and moist deciduous habitats have been subjected to severe
reclamation in the form of plantation, urbanization etc.; still, they hold a
considerable number of habitat specialists. The moist deciduous habitat thus
needs special attention from the conservation point of view with respect to the
habitat specialist, endemic and rare species. However, efforts are being made
by the forest department to minimize the disturbances inside the protected
areas. More observations on the species abundance and breeding requirements
would bring out the impact of disturbances on the bird community of this area
and also help to suggest some management measures for conservation.

This study was facilitated by the project of SACON financed by the Biosphere Reserve Programme
of the Ministry of Environment and Forest, Government of India, We arc grateful to the forest
offictals of Tamif Nadu for their co-operarion and encouragement from the Director and colleagues

at SACON. We have greatly benefitted from the comments of Tim Inskipp con an earlier draft of this .

manuscript,
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APPENDIX

BIRDS OF MUDUMALAT WILDLIFE SANCTUARY

In the Appendix the following codes are used
1 = Species endemic to Western Ghats and
2 = Globally Near-thrcatened

HARB = Habitat:

8 = Scrub,

D = Dry Deciduous,
M = Moist deciduous,
A = Aquatic,

ST= Status:

R = Resident,

M = Migrant,

? = Not known,

R? = Probabiy resident,
M? = Probably migrans.

FG = Feeding Guilds:

G = Granivores,

A = Aquatic vegetarians,

F = Prugivores,

P = Piscivores,

C = Carnivores (animals and carrion),
O = Omnivores,

N = Necrarivares,

B = Feeding on Rodents and small animals,
1 = Feeding on Invertcbrates,

M = Feeding on Moiluscs

SPECIES

Grey FrancoLn Francolinus pondicerianns
JunGLe BusH Quauw. Perdientla asiatica

Pamvren BusH QuAIL Perdicula exyehrorkyncha
RED Seurvowl Galfoperdix spadicea

GREY JuNGLEROWL Gallus sonneratii 2

Inpian Pearowe Pave cristatis

Coms Duck Sarkidiornis melanotos

Cotron Pyomy-GoosE Newapus coromandelianus
ComMmon TeaL Awas crecca

Norreern Pinrain dias acira

SPRCKLED P1cULET Pictimnus innominatus
YELLOW-CROWNED WooDPRCKER Dendrocopos makratrensis
RurFous Wooneecker Geleus drachyurus
WHITE-#erLmD WOODPECKER Dryocopus javensis
Conmnlan FrAMEBACK Dinopiton javanense
Brack-rumpsD FLanieBACK Dinopinni benghalense
GREATER FLamesack Chipsocalaptes fucidus
WHTTE-NAPED WOODPECKER Clirvsocolaptes festivis
Hrawrr-seorrep WooprsckBR Henticircus canente
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SPECIES HAB ST FG
BrowN-tEADED Barsur Megalaima selanica 8,D,M R F
WHITE-CHEERED BARBET Megalaima wiridis M R ¥
CRIMSON-FRONTED BARRBET Meyalaima rubricapiila DM R ¥
Corrersmrre BarssT Megalaima hasmacephaia 5,D,M R ¥
Mazasar GrEv HorRnBILL Ocyeeros griseus 1,2 DM R F
Eupian Grey HorngiL Ceyeeros birosteis DM R F
Marasar P HorNBILL Airthraceceros coranatiis 2 M R E
GreaT HorneiLL Buceros bicornis M R F
EurasiaNn Hooroe Upupa epops 5,DM R I
Inpiax Roties Coracias benghalensis 5D R I
Coammon KinGrisaur Alvedo arthis s.D R P
Brun-earen Kincrsaer Alcede meninzing M R P
OrmnTAL Dware KinGrISHER Ceyy erithacus M R Pl
SToRK-8uLED KINGFISHER Pelargopsis capensis DM R P
WirrE-THROATED KINGETSHER Halcyon snrymensis 5,D R PI
Prep KiNnGFIsHER Ceryile ridis $,D R P
Gresn Bee-sATER Merops orieiitalls 3.D R 1
BLuE-TAu u» BEB-EATER Merops philippinus 8 M 1
CHESTNUT-HEADED BEE-BATER Merops lesclenaulti M R 1
P CUCKoo Glamarer jacobinis DM M I
Larce Hawk CUCKOO Hievococoyx sparverioides s, M I
CommoN Hawg Cuckoo Hierococcys varius DM R I
InpAN CUCKOO Crculus micropterus S.D,M R I
Banpep Bay Cuckoo Cacomantts sonneratii S R I
Grey-seLLIED CUCK00 Cacomantis passerinus S R I
Asian KoEL Eudynamys scolopaced SDM R I
BLUE-FACED MALROHA Phaenicaphaeus vividirostris DM R I
Gurearsr COUCAL Centropus sinensis 8D R I
Lesser Coucar Gentropus bengalensis S R 1
VERNAL HaNGMNG ParroT Lovieulus vernalis S,D.M B F
ALEXANDRING PARNERET Psittacula eupatria D.M R F
RCSE-RMGED PARAREET Psittacula kranieri 5,D,M R F
PLUM-HEADRED ParaiesT Psittacila cyanocephale 5,D.M R E
MALABAR PARAREET Psittacitla colimboides 1 M R F
Innian SwrrtLeT Goffocalia unicolor 5,D R I
Brown-rackED NuepreTaw. Hirundapus gigantets M R I
ASIAN PALM Swier Cypsitrus balasiensis S.D R I
LTTLE SWFT Apus affinis 5 R 1
CRESTED TREESWIFT Hentiprocne coronaia 3 R T
Barw Owr, Tyto alba S R R
OrmNTaL Scoes Owe Orus sunia D,M R R
CoLLARED Scors OwL Ows bakkamoena M R R
EurasiaN EacLe Owr. Bubo bubo .M R R
SeoT-prrLED Eacrs Owe Bubo nipalensis 2 M R R
BrowN Woon OwL Strix leptogramimica M R R
TUNGLE OWLET Glaucidium radianim D,M R R
SroTTED OwLet Athene brama s,.D R R
LonNG-EARED Ovwi Asio otus M M R
GRrEY NIGHTIAR Capriniulpus fndicus S,D,M R 1
INDIAN NIGHTIAR Caprimulgus asiaticis 5,D R 1
Savanna Nwcanar Caprimadgus affinis DM R 1
Rack Picron Coluiba livia sD R G
NrLcirr Woon Piceon Colwmba elphinstonii 1,2 M R B
D R G

Laucumng Dove Strepropelia sencgalensis
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SPECIES HAB ST FG
Svorrep Dove Sirepropelia chinensis 5,D,M R G
Rin Covarsn Dove Strepropelia tranquebarica 3D R G
Eurasian CoLLARED DovE Streplopelia decaoeto s.D R G
EwmzraLp Dove Chalcephaps indica M R G
Poaeancur Green PiceoN Treron pompadora M R F
YELLOW-FOOTBD GRuEN P1GEON Tieron phoenicoptera 8,D,M R F
WUTTT-8REAS TED WATERNEN Amaurorids phoewicirs A R 1
CommoN MoorRHEN Gallinda chloropus A R Al
ConmmoN CooT Fulica aira A R Al
CHESTNUT-BSLLIED SANDGROUSE Plerocles exiesiis s R GI
Common Sniee Gallinage gallinago A M H
CommoN RepsHaNk Tringa totanis A M I
Marst SANDPIPER Tringa stagiiatilis A M I
GRreEEN SANDPIPER Tringa ochirapus A M 1
CoeMMON SaNDPreR Actitis Tippolecos A M I
Bronze-winGED Jacana Metopidivs indicits A R AT
Burasian Trick-kNeE Birlinus oedicnemus s R T
YELLOW-WaTTLED EApwiNG Vawellus imalabaricus s.D R 1
RED-waTTLED LAPWING Vawellits indicus s, R I
Rrver TERN Sterra aitrantia A 34 F
OnmEnral Howay-suzzarD Pernis ptiforiiyncus D,M R NC
BLACK-SHOULDERED KT Elanus caerulens 5,D,M R C
Brack Kive Milous migrans 5D R a
BraHMiny Kite Halfastur indus 5D R Q
GREY-HEADED Fisrt EAGLE Iehthyophaga ichithyaens Z DM R P
EGvPTIAN VULTURE Neaphron perciopterus 5D R C
WHITE-RUMPED VULTURE Gyps bengalensis 2 s,.D R [
LoNG-BILLED VULTURE Gyps indicus 2 D R C
RED-HEADED VULTURE Sarcogyps calvis? 5,D,M R C
SHoRT-TeED SHaxe Bacin Circaetis gallicus DM R c
CrESTED SERPENT EAGLE Spilornis cheela 5,DM R c
Burasinn Maksu Harrer Clrens aervginosus 5.0,M M C
Parrin Hakwaer Circus macrouris 2 5,D M C
CRESTED GosBAWK Accipiter trivirgatiss M R c
SHIKRA Accipiter badiits S.D,M R C
Besra Aceipiter virgatus M R C
EURASIAN SPARROWHAWK Accipiter sistes 5D M C
WeHrre-EVED Buzzarn Buteo teesa I R C
ComMoN Buzzaro Buteo buteo M M C
Brack BaGLE fetinaetus malayensis DM R C
Tawny BAGLE Aguila rapsx D R C
BowmrLr's Eacrs Hieraaetus fascians D R C
BooTeED Eacre Hieraaetus pennats DM M C
Rurous-pELLIED EacLe Hieraactus kienerii M M C
CnangBasLe Hawk Eacrr Spizactus eirrhatus DM R C
Conmmon Kestrer Faleo tinnunculus S RM c
LutTLE GRERE Tackhybaptus ruficollis A R r
DarTrr Anhinga melanogaster 2 A R P
Lrrmir CorMoranT Phalacrocorax niger A R P
Inpian CorMmoRrant Phalucrocorax fuscicollis A R P
GreaT CorRMORANT Phalacrocorax carbo A R I
Lermrs EGeer Egretta garzena A R P
Grey HERON Ardea cinerea A R PI
GreaT BGRET Casmerodius afbis A R PI
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SPECIES HAB ST FG
CATTLE EGRET Bubuicus ibis A R H
Inpian PonD HERON Ardeola grayii A R I
Brack-CROWNED NigaT HERON Nycticorax nycticorax A R PI
Brack Brirern Dupetor flanicollis A R PI
Asian OPENBILL Arastomus oscitans 2 A LM M
BLACK-NBCKED Stork Epkippioriiyackus asiaticus A LM g
INDIAN Prrra Pitra brachyura §,D,M M 1
Grav-HEanen CaNARY FLycaTCHER Culicicapa ceylonensis DM R T
Asran Famy Brussin frena puella M R Iy
Bruk-wiNGED LEAFBIRD Chiovapsis cochinchinensis DM R I
GOLPEN-FRONTED LEAFRD Chioropsis aurifrons DM R T
Brown Surixe Lanius cristatus 5D,M M T
Bavy-BACKED SHRIKE Lanius virtarus s, R T
LonG-Tawsp Surike Lanis schackh K] M 1
SoutseErN GreY SHRIKE Lanius meridionalfs 8,D R I
Rurcus Treerie Dendrocitta vagabunda §8,D,M R 9]
Wirre-seL D TrReEriE Dendrocitia leucogastra 1,2 M R 0
House Crow Corvus splendens S$.b,M K 0
Larce-si1ep Crow Corvus macrorfiynchos S.b,M R 0
Eurasian GeLoen OrioLE Oriolies oriclis S,D,M M F
BrLack-NaPED OwriOLE Oviolits chinensis M R F
Brack-neopep Omors Orslus xaunthornus D.M R F
LaRGE CUcKOOSHRIKE Coracina macei S,D,M R E
BLACK-HEADED CUCKCCSHRIKE Goracing melanoprera s, R F
Smart Miniver Pericrocetus cinnaioniens 8. R 1
TYHTTE-BELLIED MiNveTr Pericrocotus evythropygitis 2 D R? I
ScARLET Miniver Pericrocotus flames 5,D,M R 1
BAR-WINGED FLYGATCHER-SHRIKE Hemipus preatiis DM R 1
WHTTE-THROATED FantaiL Rhipidura aibicoliis B R I
TWHITE-RROWED FaNTMmiL Rhipidura anreola s.D R I
BLack DronGo Dicrurus macrocercus 8,D R 1
Asuv DroNGo Dicrierus fencophaeus M R I
WHTTR-RELLIED DRONGO Dicriiris caerilescens S.D.M R I
BroNzeD DRONGO Dicruris aeneus M R I
GREATIR RACKET-TAILED DRONGO Dicrarus paradiseus D,M R I
BLACR-NAPED MONARCH Hypothyinis asitrea S,D.M R I
ASTAN PARADISE-FLYCATCHER Terpsiphone paradisi S.D,M R 1
Common Tora degithina Hphia S,D,M R I
LarGE WoODSHRIKE Tephrodornis gularis M R I
CoMMON WOODSHRIKE Tephrodornis pondicerianus 3D R I
BLus-caPPED ROCK THRUSH Monticola cinclorliynchus M M I
Brim Rock THRUSH Monticola solitariits D M 1
Maranar WHisTLING Trrush Myophonus horsfieldii M R 1
OrANGE-HEADED THRUSH Zoothera citrina 5,D M I
Burasian BLacrpke Turdus mervla M R FI
AsIAN BROWN FLYCATCHER Muscicapa dauitrica 5B R 1
BLACK-AND-ORAWGE FLYCATCHER Ficedula nigrorufa 1,2 M R I
VERDITER FLYCATCHTR Enmyias thalassing M M I
WHITE-BELLIED BLUE FLYCATCHER Cyornis pallipes 2 M R 1
BLUE-THROATED FrycaTcHER Cyornis rubeciloides M M I
TickeLl’s BLroe FLYCATCHER Gyornis tickelliae M R I
BLUETHROAT Lutscinia svecica s M I
OriEnraL Macrie RormN Copsychus saularis 5,D.M R i
M R

WHITE-RUMPED S1AsMA Copsychus malabaricis
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SPECIES HAB ST FG
Inpian RoBIM Saxicoloides fildicara 5D R 1
BLACK REDSTART Phoentcirus ockruros 5 M I
CoMMON STONBCHAT Saxicola forguara S.D R I
Prei> BusucHaT Saxicola caprata S R 1
CHESTNUT-TALED STARLING Sturntis malabaricus D R F
BrauMINY Myna Surius pagodaruin 5D R F
Rosy STARLING Sturnius roseus s M F
CoMmoN Myna Aeridorheres ristis $,D R F
IwmeaLE Mywa Acridetheres fuscus 5D R F
Hmx, Myna Gracula refigiosa M R F
CHESTWUT-BEz22ED NUTHATCE Sina castanea S,D R I
VELVET-FRONTED NUTHATCH Sitta frontalis M R 1
GREAT Tr1 Parus majar S5,D,M R 1
Brack-1.0%ED Tur Parus xanthogenys M R I
Dusky CraG Martmy Hivindo concelor 8 R I
Barw SwaLLow Hirundo rustica S5 M I
PsciFic SwALLOW Hirundo domicola s R I
WIRE-TATLED SwWALLOw Hirundo sisthii s.D R 1
Rep-ruUMPED Swarrow Hirundo danvice 3,D R T
RED-wHiSKERED BULsUL Pycnonotiis jocosus 5,D.M R F
Rep-venTen BuLsuL Pycionatus cafer s.D R F
YELLOW-THROATED BULBUL. Pycnanotus xantholaeniies® S R F
YELLOW-BROWED BuLsuw Iole indica M R F
Brack Burnwn. Hypsipetes levcocephalus M R FI
BrGHT-HEADED Clsmicos Cisticala exilfs s R I
GREY-BREASTID PRINIA Prinia fhodgsonsi 5,D R I
JunGLe PReEA Prinia sylvatica s.b R I
AsHy PRINIA Prinia socialis s R I
Praw Privua Prinia inornata s, R I
OrmNtaL WinTE-RYE Zosterops palpebrasus 8.D,M R I
BuyTh’s REED WARBLER Aerocephalus dumetorm DM M I
Cramorous REED WARBLER Acracephalus stentoreus S M I
BooTep WaRrsLER Hippolais caligata 8.D M I
Comuion TaworeRy Orthotomus siitorius 5 R I
Eurasian Currrcnarr Phivlloscapus collybita 8 M 1
TicrELL's Lear WaRBLER Phylloscapus affinis 5 M i1
GrepNisa WarsLER Phyfoscapus wrochiloides D M 1
Larcr-siLien Lesr WARBLER Phylloscopits magnivossis DM M 1
Tyrnr’s Lesr WarriLEr Phyfloscopus tytleri 2 S M I
Broan-ranen GRASSRIRD Schoericola plagura ' S R T
WynasD LAGGHINGTHRUSH Garridax delessersi 2 M R 1
Purr-THROATED BaRRLER Pelforneuns ruficeps S,D.M R I
Inpian Scimrrar BARRUER Pellornewm horsfeldsi 5.D.M R 1
Darx-FRONTED BABBLER Riopocichia atriceps M R 1
YELLOW-BYBD BABBLER Clrvsennna sinense S.D R IF
Commson BasBLer Turdoides caudarus S R I+
Larae Grey BassLer Twrdoides malcolwi s R IF
Rurcus BasBrrr Turdoides subrifus D R IF
Juncie BageLer Tutrdoides striatus DM R IF
YBLLOW-BLED BassLer Turdoides affinis 5,.D R IF
Lesser WHITBTHROAT Syfvia curritca 5,D0,M M I
OreaEaN WarsLER Syloia hortensis s M I
SmicING Bustnark Mirafra cantiflans 3 R I
IvpiaN BusmLark Mirafva envihroprera 5 R I
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SPECIES HAB ST FG
AsHY-CROWNED SPARROW LARK Eremopterix giisea S R 1
Rurous-rauwen Lare Ammomanes phoeniciurus 5 R 1
Pars-si o FLowerPRCRER Dicacum erwthrorynchos DM R NF
Pram Frowererecker Dicaerm concolor DM R NF
PURPLE-RUMFED SUNBIRD Nectarinia zevionica 5D R N
CRIMSON-BACKED SUNBIRD Nectarinia minima 1 M R N
PureLE SUNBIRD Nectarinia asiatica 3D R N
Loten's SuNpRD Nectarinia lotenia M R N
LrTTLE SPIDERHUNTER Arachnothera longirostra M R ™
Houss SPARROW Passer domesticus 5,D R G
CHESTRUT-SHOULDFRED PETRONIA Pepronia xanthocollis 5.0 R G
ForesT WaGTan, Dendronanthus fndicus M M T
Wirte WaaTAn, Motacilla alba 5,D,M M 1
WHITE-BROWED WAGTATL Metacilla maderasparensis S8.D R 1
Crrrne WacTan, Motacilla citreola K M 1
Grey WaoTtan. Moracilla cinerea M M 1
Pappyveislo Piert Anthus rafidus K] R 1
Tavweny Piort Anthus carmpastris 8 M 1
Tows-BiLsn Pretr Angfius similis D.M R 1
‘Tres Py Anthus trivialis D,M M I
QLIVE-BACKED PiriT Awuthis hodgsont M M I
STREAKED WEAVER Ploces nanyar M R G
Bava Weaver Ploceuws philippinus 3D R G
RED AvapavaT Amandeva amandavae M R G
TNDIAN SiLvermiLL Lowehitra malabarica 5,D.M R G
WHITE-RUMPED Munia Lonchura striara 5 R G
Brack-toarOATED Munia Loschura kelaarsi 5DM R G
Scary-srEAsTED Munia Lonchura puncniaia s R G
Brack-mmanen Muwia Lonchura malacca 5,D,M R G
Coammon RoseriNncH Carpodacus erythrinus 5D M G
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Bird records from Similajau
National Park, Sarawak

I. W. DUCKWORTH, R. J. WILKINSON, R. ]. TIZARD, R, N.
KELSH, S. A. IRVIN, M. I. EVANS and T. D. ORRELL

Similajau National Park is a 71 km? coastal park in Sarawalk, Bomeo, consisting of mainly pristine
lowland mixed dipterocarp forest, bounded north and south by rivers with small areas of mangroves
at their mouths. Birds were surveyed in the park for six weeks in August - September 1986 and three
weeks in September 1995. About 230 species were found, 2 total almost as high as for any surveyed
site in Borneeo, and reflects the joint presence of coastal and forest habitats, good habitat condition
and the high survey effort. There was no evidence of major change in bird communities between the
two years, although during the intervening nine-year period the park was opened for tourists and
much of the surrounding Similajau Forest Reserve had been felled. The stationing of permanent park
staff seeems to have deterred hunting. Over 70 (30%) of the species were recorded in enly one of the
two years; for most of these a contributory factor to this pattern could be suggested. Ir is lilely that
many further species remain to be found.

Records of Grey-streaked Fiycatcher Muscicapa griseisticta and Grey Imperial Pigeon Ducula
pickeringii may be the first from Sarawak. Twenty species were considered Globally Threatened or
Near-threatened by Collar et al. (1994). The only Globally Threatened species seen regularly in both
years was Wrinkled Hornbill dceros corrugarus; fireback sp. Lophura, Bomean Ground Cuckoo
Carpococeyx radiatus, Grey Imperial Pigeon and Storm’s Stork Giconia stormi were seen once each,
Ameng Near-threatened species, populations of Red-crowned Barbet Megalaima rafflesti, Black
Hernbill Anthracoceros malayanus, Black Magpie Platysmirus leucoprerus, Bornean Bristiehead Piryriasis
gymnocephala, Hook-billed Bulbul Setomtis crinigerand Grey-breasted Babbler Malacopteron albogulare
are all large. Malaysian Plover Charadrius peronithad apparently left the area, probably because of the
greatly increased disturbance in the park’s estuaries; Blue-rumped Parrot Psittinus evanurus may also
have declined. Various open-country species (none listed in Collar er @l. 1994) had become more
common. The park supports few endemics compared with other Bornean sites; this may be related
to its very low altitude, Protection of the birds of the parkis aided by the apparent historical ahsence
of hunting and agriculture by local rural people.

INTRODUCTION

Similajau is a small (71 km?) National Park in Sarawak, Malaysian Borneo,
located at 3°22'-31’N 113°10-18’E, 30 km north of the town of Bintulu. Tt
was surveyed for birds between 6 Augustand 15 September 1986 (Duckworth
and Kelsh 1988). Since 1986, large areas of lowland forest have been cleared
across Sarawak, increasing the importance of forest remaining in the state’s
protected areas. Furthermore, although few birds found in 1986 had then
been assessed as Globally Threatened with extinction (King 1978-1979), the
most recent Bird Red Data book (Collar et of. 1994) considered as Globally
Threatened or Globally Near-Threatened many species found in Similajauin
1986. This change reflects both the recent and extensive habitat destruction
in the Sundaic subregion and a more comprehensive listing of birds under
threat: Wells (1985) pointed out that the species then listed in the Red Data




