



Welton Rovers Football Club COVID-19  MATCH DAY Risk Assessment, September 2020 

The following risk assessment is in place to ensure that football matches hosted at West Clewes  can take place safely in light of the 
dangers posed by Coronavirus.


Who is at risk? 
Club officials, volunteers, players, management and backroom staff, match officials


Overview 
All those listed in the positions above, and under the jurisdiction of Welton Rovers Football Club, will be made aware of the relevant 
symptoms for Coronavirus and instructed not to attend the club’s activities if displaying any symptoms. Players will be repeatedly 
reminded of their responsibility to self-screen, particularly looking for the following symptoms.


• A high temperature (37.8+ Celsius) 

• A new continuous cough 

• Shortness of breath/ or sore throat 

• Loss of/change sense of taste/or smell 

• Generally feeling unwell  

The latest guidance from the Football Association and the DCMS will be adhered to, with transition from one phase to the next being 
monitored closely and carefully.


All of the following measures are intended to prevent the spread of the Coronavirus via cross infection.


NB. SAFEGUARDING UNDER 18s 
Within the above parameters, consideration must be given to ensure the safety and welfare of Under 18 and vulnerable participants.


Any players under the age of 18, and their parents, will be advised that they are allowed to be accompanied/accompany. One adult per 
minor.


Furthermore, WRFC will ensure that Under 18s are permitted a private and sanitised area to use to change if required.


Risk assessment completed by WRFC COVID Officer: Gareth Paisey (07811012725)

SPECTATORS

Risk Solution Notes

Excessive spectator numbers FA guidance on maximum capacities will be 
adhered to.

Attendance for the first home game will be 
capped at 150 spectators. The capacity will then 
be increased at a rate the club feels comfortable 
with, up to a maximum of 300 spectators.

Spectators entering the premises without 
completing Track & Trace

Only one entry point to the ground will be in use. 
All spectators will be required to enter via the 
North Road car park entrance, with the North 
Road cut-through entrance and Clevedon Road 
entrance being chained off.

Alternative entry points WILL be utilised as exits 
at the end of the match, to limit bottlenecking in 
the car park.

Track & Trace information will be required from 
spectators upon entry. This will be available 
digitally via a QR code, but also in written form 
for those that are unable to use the mobile 
phone technology.

Track & Trace facility to be advertised in 
advance, in order to familiarise spectators with 
concept.

Transmission of virus via handling of cash upon 
entry 

Contactless payment facility available for use to 
purchase entry. This will be advertised as the 
preferred method of payment.

Club volunteer will be provided with PPE (face 
mask and gloves) to minimise their risk of 
infection.

Overcrowding of spectators Our covered seating area has a regular capacity 
of 100 spectators. This will be reduced to 
approximately one third, in line with social 
distancing measures. Allocation will be made for 
individual spectators and those in a social 
bubble/family group.

Furthermore, hand sanitisation points will be 
available and sign posted at entry and exit 
points of both stands.

Our covered standing area will have signage 
clearly stating that groups of spectators 
must not exceed 6 people. Furthemore, the 
area will be marked to illustrate safe 
standing and prohibited areas to ensure the 
required distancing between groups.

A one way system will be put in place for 
access to the stand, and at other pinch 
points and potential bottle necks.

CHANGING ROOMS

Risk Solution Notes

Overcrowding of players in changing room will 
lead to increased risk of transmission of the 
virus

Access to changing rooms will be limited to 8 
persons TOTAL at a time. In line with social 
distancing measures.

Visiting clubs to be notified in advance and 
advised that players may wish to arrive already 
in kit, to speed up process. All WRFC players 
will be advised to arrive in match kit.

As per FA regulations, players will NOT be 
permitted to return to changing rooms at half-
time, unless kit or treatment is required. Any 
team talks or half-time activities will need to take 
place on the pitch.

Visiting clubs to be notified in advance.

Overcrowding of players in shower will lead to 
increased risk of transmission of the virus

Access to showers will be limited to 2 persons 
TOTAL at a time. In line with social distancing 
measures.

Visiting club to be notified in advance and 
players discouraged from showering unless 
necessary.

Changing rooms, showers and toilets are areas 
of increased risk of infection

Extra attention will be paid to the cleaning and 
sanitisation of changing rooms and their 
attached showers and toilets.

Hand sanitiser dispensers are installed on entry 
to all changing rooms (Home, Away and 
Officials.

THE PLAYING AREA

Risk Solution Notes

Overcrowding of pitch-side dugouts In line with social distancing guidelines a 
maximum of 4 individuals may sit in each dug 
out at any one time.

Signage will be in place to explain restrictions

Additional seating will be provided for 
substitutes/club staff alongside the dugouts.

The Berkeley Avenue side of the ground will be 
blocked off from access to spectators to ensure 
adequate space for substitutes to be seated and 
to warm up.

Each dugout will be equipped with a wall 
mounted hand sanitising station

Sharing of equipment The Home dugout will be equipped with enough 
bibs to ensure that substitutes and substituted 
players do not need to share. The same will 
apply for bibs during warmups.

Sharing of drink bottles Each player and member of touchline staff for 
WRFC will be provided with a labelled drinks 
bottle and advised not to share with anybody 
else.

All bottles and mouthpieces will be sanitised 
after each game.

Contamination via pitch infrastructure Corner flags, goalposts and balls will be 
sanitised prior to the match, at half-time, and 
following the game.

CATERING & HOSPITALITY

Risk Solution Notes

Overcrowding and cross infection during half-
time hospitality for club and league officials

Hospitality will not be provided Opposition clubs will be advised in advance

Overcrowding and cross infection during post-
match catering for clubs.

Catering will not be provided. Opposition clubs will be advised in advance. It is 
not possible to seat approximately 40 individuals 
for food following the game, while adhering to 
the required social distancing regulations.

Overcrowding and cross infection while 
providing match day refreshments to supporters 
from the tea hut

Match day refreshments will not be provided in 
the first instance

It is hoped we will be able to resume tea hut 
refreshments as the season progresses. This will 
be monitored and this risk assessment will be 
updated when necessary.

Overcrowding and cross infection while 
providing match day refreshments to supporters 
from the inside club bar

A one way system, including designated 
separate entrance and exit points is in place. 
Social distancing measures are in place

On busy match days, a separate bar will be 
implemented at half-time, allowing supporters to 
purchase drinks from outside the club house.

It has been confirmed with B&NES council that 
we have the required license to implement this.


