
Uptown Arts Organizations Announce Virtual Summer Camp Programming Partnership 
 
June 4, 2020 (New York, NY) -  
 
This summer, in an effort to enrich, empower, and engage the Uptown and Bronx communities, over a 
dozen arts and cultural organizations from Upper Manhattan are working together to create free, 
immersive virtual summer programming for students ages 5-18. Two two-week sessions in July will 
provide engaging dance, theatre, visual arts, and history activities, serving to provide Uptown students 
with summer enrichment opportunities. Opportunities like these are important since city camps have been 
cancelled and SYEP (Summer Youth Employment Program) funding is at high risk of being cut from the 
city budget. 
 
Over two years ago, many of uptown’s arts groups began meeting as part of the Arts and Culture 
subcommittee for the Northern Manhattan Agenda (NMA), chaired by Mino Lora, Executive Director of 
People’s Theatre Project (PTP). NMA is a coalition of Washington Heights and Inwood based nonprofits 
and social service organizations working collaboratively to address local needs around issues of housing, 
mental health, education, seniors, small businesses and the arts and culture. Although the NMA 
committee had been on pause since  Fall 2019, during this COVID pandemic, a smaller group of 
organizations reconnected about shared strategies for digital arts programming. To date, this initial call 
with 5 cultural groups has grown to become a more robust collaborative of 14 arts and culture nonprofits, 
historical houses and museums in Washington Heights and Inwood.  
 
“When the pandemic hit, many of our PTP families were struggling and I knew we were not alone in this. 
While I was already part of other arts collaborative groups across the city, it was important to me that I 
could help bring together a larger group of uptown’s arts organizations in order to see how we could 
support our community during this difficult time” said Mino Lora from People’s Theatre Project. “When 
Heather (the Executive Director of DPWH), reached out back in April about connecting to discuss 
strategies on digital programming and outreach during COVID, I kept extending the invitation and the 
word spread! In times of crisis, being able to come together to find ways of serving our community is what 
uptown is all about.”  
 
“With kids stuck at home, and NYC camps cancelling city camps, the collective decided that our first 
collaborative action would be to create a digital Uptown Arts camp this summer.” Said Heather Godfrey 
of Dance Project of Washington Heights. “For this camp, families will be able to complete just one 
application and if they receive a spot, would have an in-depth immersive arts experience led by artists 
from organizations in our collective.” 
 
Sessions for the Uptown Arts Summer Camp will be held on July 6th - 17th and July 20th - 31st, 
Monday - Friday 10AM - 12PM  and  1 - 3PM. Application is now open. Camp space is limited and 
reserved to students living in Upper Manhattan and the Bronx. The deadline to apply is June 15, 2020. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScfY5jsTU8mJ11LbIDZIZ17ndGR9AXkk0ATSzFeqoHNQfUh7Q/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScfY5jsTU8mJ11LbIDZIZ17ndGR9AXkk0ATSzFeqoHNQfUh7Q/viewform


You will be notified of enrollment on June 22nd. Outside of the $10 application fee, all programming is 
provided free of charge and will be facilitated by professional arts educators.  
 
Partner organizations include: Alianza Dominicana Cultural Center, Dance Project of Washington Heights, 
Dominican Collective Dance Ensemble, Dominican Writers Association, Dyckman Farmhouse Museum, 
Hispanic Society Museum & Library, Jazz Power Initiative, Morris-Jumel Mansion, NoMAA (Northern 
Manhattan Arts Alliance), People's Theatre Project, Statement Arts, UP Theater, Uptown Stories, and Word 
Up Community Bookshop/Librería Comunitaria. 
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