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Information Collection Clearance 
Status

 In response to public complaints about the burden of 
Federal paperwork, the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA) and 
its implementing regulations (5 CFR 1320) were established.

 The PRA requires that every Federal agency obtain approval from 
the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) for any planned 
information collections.

http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title05/5cfr1320_main_02.tpl


We need OMB approval to: 

• Obtain facts or opinions from 10 or more persons by the use of 
standard questions or reporting requirements presented in

• forms,
• telephone or personal interviews,
• surveys,
• questionnaires,
• websites
• requests for narrative responses to questions;
• requests for identical information, or almost any other means.

• Require compilation or maintenance of records, either along or 
in conjunction with, the reporting of information.



Information Collection Clearance 
Status

 Comment period closed on January 8, 2021. 
 We received about 60 written responses from organizations and 

individuals. 
 Those comments will help us revise and refine the information 

collection. 
 We can use comments you submit on the draft policy to inform the 

information collection. 



Information Collection Clearance 
Next Steps

 FWS will collect and categorize comments we’ve already received.  
 We will not proceed with the next steps in the Information Collection 

Clearance process until we’ve received comments on the draft 
policy. 

 New public comment period on the Information Collection 
Clearance will be later this spring or early summer. 



Friends Policy History

• 1982: The National Wildlife Refuge System Manual 8.12 detailed Cooperating 
Association policy 

• 2005:  Director’s Order 183 superseded much of the Cooperating Association 
policy. 

• 2014:  Four new chapters and one exhibit (Friends Partnership Agreement) were 
published in the Fish and Wildlife Service Manual. 

• 2016:  After discussions with NWRA the Service amended the Friends Partnership 
Agreement and the Deputy Director issued a memo about remaining issues. 

• 2019: The Service and NWRA continued discussions and agreed on draft language 
on most of the remaining issues. 

https://www.fws.gov/refuges/friends/pdfs/FriendsPolicyAmendmentMemo.pdf


DOI Office of the Inspector General 
Audit
• Initiated in November 2018
• Included site visits and interviews with Friends and Service staff. 
• Throughout the process, the OIG requested additional information and 

clarifications from the Service. 
• Service received the draft report in June 2020 and provided a response. The final 

report (and Service response) was published in September. 
• The OIG made six recommendations and the Service concurred with the 

recommendations. 
• The Service added six additional commitments. 



Draft Policy

• Addresses most remaining issues identified by NWRA and Friends groups. 
• Addresses commitments the Service made to the DOI Office of the 

Inspector General.
• New exhibit (1-1) details quarterly and annual reporting requirements.
• Includes increased Ethics consultation for Service activities throughout.  



Commenting on the Draft Policy

• We released the drafts on Tuesday, January 19. 
• Comments are due Monday, February 8. 
• We have provided a form to submit individual comments. 
• We want to be sure we collect and address all comments 

systematically. 



Commenting

 Focus on content (not typos or formatting issues)
 Be specific.  
 Include alternate language. 
 Provide suggestions.  
 Help us understand your concerns.
 No limit to number of comments. 
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