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The Abidjan Principles onthe human rights obligations of States to provide public
education and to regulate private involvement in education (Abidjan Principles)
were adopted on 12-13th February 2019 in Ivory Coast and were developed by
a group of global education and human rights experts, following a three-year
consultative process with decision-makers, communities and practitioners. This
landmark text unpacks existing human rights law in the context of the growth
of private involvement in education.

The Abidjan Principles have quickly gained recognition and momentum, swiftly
becoming a reference instrument on the right to education. It has emerged as an
essential tool for States striving to comply with their human rights obligations,
and for stakeholders who wish to hold States accountable.

To ensure the Abidjan Principles go beyond theory and are implemented in
practice to bring about real progress for the right to education worldwide,
experts identified six implementation avenues:


https://www.abidjanprinciples.org/en/principles/overview
https://www.abidjanprinciples.org/en/principles/overview
https://www.abidjanprinciples.org/en/support/signatories
https://www.abidjanprinciples.org/en/background/overview
https://www.abidjanprinciples.org/en/support/official-recognition
https://www.abidjanprinciples.org/in-action
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1. Community-level awareness raising and mobilisation
. Political mobilisation through discussion and adoption at global and regional level
. Capacity building and technical support to States

Research and academic dissemination

voA WN

Leveraging accountability mechanisms and development of authoritative
standards

6. Building collaboration with other actors and movements

1. Community-level awareness raising and
mobilisation

The Abidjan Principles can be a powerful tool in the hands of communities.
The Principles can strengthen communities’ understanding of their rights and
entitlements under the right to education, and the corresponding duties of the
State to ensure that every person is able to fully enjoy their right to education.
With this knowledge, communities are in a better position to mobilise to demand
their right to education.

Example

Nepal: The National Campaign for Education (NCE) Nepal, contributed to the
drafting of the Abidjan Principles, participating in the Asia-Pacific Regional
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Consultation and then hosting community level consultations on drafts of the
Abidjan Principles. Since their adoption, NCE Nepal has continued to disseminate
the Abidjan Principles to communities, journalists and other grassroot
education activist groups. This is particularly timely as Nepal implements a new
constitution which delegates responsibility for providing basic education to local
governments. As the local governments develop their education policies, the
people can draw from the Abidjan Principles to ensure the plans and structures
are designed to ensure all learners will access free, quality education.

2. Political mobilisation through discussion and
adoption at global and regional level

Attaining political support for the Abidjan Principles is important for their
implementation. It is crucial to disseminate the Abidjan Principles to various
international and regional bodies that are fundamental for the discussion on
the right to education. Ensuring these policy makers are aware of the Principles
means they will be better able to draw from and be guided by them in their
policy discussions and proposals, including their implementation frameworks.

Example

The African Commission on Human and Peoples Rights (ACHPR) was the first human
rights institution to recognise the Abidjan Principles in June 2019 in its resolution
addressing the presence and impact of private actors in education and health
services. This was followed by the UN Special Rapporteur on the right to education,
Dr Boly Barry (July 2019), who published a report on using the Abidjan Principles
to achieve SDG 4 on education. The Abidjan Principles were also acknowledged by
the UN Human Rights Council (July 2019); and the High Commissioner for Human
Rights, Ms Michelle Bachelet (October 2019). In November 2019, the Abidjan
Principles were also acclaimed as one of ‘the most promising governance projects’
and awarded support to scale up at the Paris Peace Forum.

In January 2020, the Special Rapporteurship on Economic, Social, Cultural and
Environmental Rights of the Organisation of American States (OAS) recognised
the APs as a ‘valuable specialised source of interpretation’ of State obligations
with regard to the right to education in the Americas. This was followed by
the ACHPR which recognised the APs for a second time when calling for the
development of norms on State obligations where private actors are involved in


https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5c2d081daf2096648cc801da/t/5c51c5b27924e871fa0e945b/1548862908700/AP-Consultation_HR-Guiding-Principles_Report_BKK-Aug-2016.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5c2d081daf2096648cc801da/t/5d37d182c26bee000108b7af/1563939205538/Community+Consultation+-+Nepal_+11th+June+2018.pdf
https://www.abidjanprinciples.org/en/news/en/african-commission-on-human-and-peoples-rights-adopts-landmark-resolution-on-privatisation-of-education-and-health-and-recognises-the-abidjan-principles
https://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A%2FHRC%2F41%2F37
https://www.abidjanprinciples.org/en/news/2019/7/15/drafting-committee-welcomes-the-recognition-of-the-abidjan-principles-by-the-united-nations-human-rights-council
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/Documents/Issues/Poverty/2019SF/OHCHR_2020-Report_of_the_2019_Social_Forum_Rev3.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/Documents/Issues/Poverty/2019SF/OHCHR_2020-Report_of_the_2019_Social_Forum_Rev3.pdf
https://www.abidjanprinciples.org/en/news/2019/11/15/abidjan-principles-on-the-right-to-education-awarded-support-by-the-paris-peace-forum-2019-as-one-of-the-most-promising-governance-projects
https://www.abidjanprinciples.org/en/news/2020/1/30/the-abidjan-principles-receive-recognition-from-the-special-rapporteurship-on-economic-social-cultural-and-environmental-rights-of-the-organisation-of-american-states-oas
https://www.achpr.org/sessions/resolutions?id=465
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the provision of social services. In April 2020, the European Committee of Social
Rights also referred to the APs in their statement on private sector involvement
in education.

In July 2021, the UN Human Rights Council had adopted another important
resolution that reaffirms its recognition of the Abidjan Principles. Most recently,
in December 2021, the Abidjan Principles were taken into consideration by the
Declaration of Inter-American Principles on Academic Freedom and University
Autonomy issued by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR).

3. Capacity building and technical support to
States

Although all States have committed to ensuring every person enjoys the right to
education, in many instances it is challenging for States to take all the required
steps to realise this right. The Abidjan Principles provide concrete guidance
to States on how to organise their education systems to ensure everyone can
enjoy the right to free, quality education.

Example

In June 2020, the UN Special Rapporteur on the right to education published a
report advising States on how the Abidjan Principles can inform their responses
to the impact that the COVID-19 pandemic has had on education. This report
offers specific advice to States on priority measures to be taken to protect
learners and teachers from the negative impact of the pandemic.

Also, the UNESCO International Institute for Educational Planning (IIEP), which
supports national governments to plan and manage their education systems,
has developed a new assessment tool based on the Abidjan Principles to
ensure that national education sector plans meet the requirements of the right
to education. This new tool will be published shortly.

4. Research and academic dissemination

The Abidjan Principles are also relevant to researchers and academics who can
use them as a framework for empirical research on the state of education in
different countries. Researchers and academics can use the Principles to develop
indicators to use to determine the extent of realisation of the right to education,


https://rm.coe.int/general-intro-2019-rev-en-/16809e09f3
https://bit.ly/3B4tW4C
https://www.oas.org/es/cidh/informes/pdfs/Principios_Libertad_Academica.pdf
https://www.oas.org/es/cidh/informes/pdfs/Principios_Libertad_Academica.pdf
https://www.gi-escr.org/latest-news/report-of-the-un-special-rapporteur-highlights-how-the-abidjan-principles-can-guide-states-response-to-the-impact-of-the-covid-19-crisis-on-the-right-to-education
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and their findings can be instrumental for advocacy with governments and
other institutions working to support the fulfilment of the right to education.

Example

In a multi-country report published in February 2020, ActionAid used the
Abidjan Principles to assess the impact of private education providers on the
right to education in Malawi, Mozambique, Nigeria and Tanzania, and provide
recommendations to the States on steps to be taken to ensure the right to
education is adequately respected and protected. This was a follow up to a
similar report focusing on Ghana, Kenya, Malawi, Mozambique, Nigeria,
Tanzania and Uganda.

D. Leveraging accountability mechanisms and
development of authoritative standards

As a rigorous legal text affirming the binding duties of States, the Abidjan
Principles can be used in formal accountability mechanisms such as the
courts. These cases can focus on providing remedies and solutions for specific
individuals or communities negatively impacted by particular policies and
practices, and for strategic cases that seek to make a more systemic impact.
By utilising the Abidjan Principles in this way, the judgements and declarations
contribute to developing legal standards based on the Abidjan Principles.

Example

In a case challenging the financing model for the secondary school public-
private partnership arrangement in Uganda, the High Court advised the
Ugandan government to ‘seek guidance from the Abidjan Principles in designing
education programs in the country’, particularly with regards to the State policy
on public financing of secondary education and regulating private involvement
in education.

0. Building collaboration with other actors and
movements

Many of the issues addressed in the Abidjan Principles, particularly the
involvementof private actorsin education, are not unique to the education sector


https://actionaid.org/publications/2020/private-education-and-compliance-abidjan-principles
https://actionaid.org/publications/2019/impact-privatisation-fulfilment-right-education-7-african-countries
https://www.right-to-education.org/news/ugandan-court-calls-government-use-abidjan-principles
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only. It is, therefore, possible to collaborate with other actors and movements
in other regions, sectors and approaches to deepen the understanding of the
cross-cutting issues, challenges and opportunities, including opportunities to set
cross-sectoral standards. This can alsofacilitate the development of collaborative
strategies and tools, drawing from the experience and methodology used for
the Abidjan Principles.

Example

In July 2020, the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights published
Guidelines on the Right to Water in Africa which echo the standards set in the
Abidjan Principles regarding financing and public-private partnerships in the
delivery of education. For instance, the Water Guidelines also require effective
regulations to be in place, and substantive and procedural conditions to be met
before a State can delegate the provision of water services to a private provider.

This brief is part of a series of briefs that cover the scope, nature and
development process of the Abidjan Principles, and actions to implement the
Abidjan Principles that can be found here.

Furtherresources,includingtraining materials, consultationreports, background
papers and videos on the Abidjan Principles can be found here.


https://www.gi-escr.org/latest-news/achpr-water-guidelines
https://www.abidjanprinciples.org/en/resources/overview
https://www.abidjanprinciples.org/en/resources/overview
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Learn more at:

@www.abidjanprinciples.org and visit

@®https://www.gi-escr.org/abidjan-principles

Get regular updates about the Abidjan Principles and follow the hashtag
#AbidjanPrinciples on Twitter

Contact: info@abidjanprinciples.org



https://www.abidjanprinciples.org/
https://www.gi-escr.org/abidjan-principles
https://globalinitiative-escr.us9.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=bda9d51dd375e8043ecb8ed55&id=93628da618
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23AbidjanPrinciples&src=typed_query&f=live
https://twitter.com/home
mailto:info@abidjanprinciples.org

