


National guardsmen 
and crew from ambulance 
joined to carry the 
remains of Mored Malarik 
(LJ and Karen Ferrell 
from wooded area . 
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by JOSEPH L. KOENIG 

An anonymous letter leading to the 
corpses of two missing coeds ·still left 
· police to find their decapitated heads 

Working on directions from su~pect (RJ, police began search of a Point Marion 
farm in hopes of finding the skulls of the two girls despite passage of year. 

If 

MORGANTOWN, W. VA., JULY 5, 1976 

• "Gentlemen," the first letter b~gan, 
"I have some information on the where
abouts of the bodies of the two missing 
West Virginia University coeds ... Fol
low directions very -carefully to the nth 
degree and you cannot fail to find 
them. 

"Proceed 25 miles directly south from 
the southern line of Morgantown. This 
will bring you to a weeded forest land. 
Enter into the forest exactly one mile. 
There are the bodies. Will reveal my
self when the bodies are located." 

The second letter, too, was signed 
only with a triangle and postmarked 
Cumberland, Md. Dated April 10, 
1970, it reached the office of West 
Virginia Governor Arch Moore about 
a week after the first. 

"If you re-read my first letter care
fully," its author insisted, "you will see 
the directions were specific-direct 
south from the city-meaning the south
ern limits of Morgantown, W. Va.
straight 25 miles-you will come to a 
fore st woodland-enter in one mile
fanning out you will locate the bodies 
of the girls covered with brush-look 
carefully. The animals are now on the 
move. 

"Do hove this will help you out as 
to exact location. Will still identify my
self when the bodies are located." 

(Continued on page 53) 
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"Mayb e you might see somethin g or 
someone and remember something." 

Th ey cruised along Montro se for a 
while, then pull ed up at the corner of 
Montro se and Westheimer. "Thir sty?" 
Evans asked. 

"I could use a beer," Standwick said . 
'Tm off dut y now," Ev ans said, lead 

ing. the way into a bar where they 
drank beer and played a game of 10-
ball. Th e conversation was pleasant 
and as the detective started to leave, 
Standwi ck asked : "Mr. Ev ans, can I 
have one of your cards?" 
· "Sure," Evans said, handin g him 
one. " If you hear anythin g, call any 
time." 

Detectives continu ed the investiga
tion of th e thr ee connect ing murd ers 
for two more month s, with out deve lop
ing a solid lead. It was on Wednesda y, 
Janu ary 7, 1976 , the coldest day many 
could remember with the tempera tur e 
dippin g to 18 degrees, when, at 7 :30 
P .M. , Detective Jay Ev ans received a 
phon e call at his home from a youn g 
man. He had been given Evans' card 
two month s before, he said , identif ying 
himself as Joseph Standwick. Ile said 
he had to talk to Evans right away and 
even started to make a statement on 
the phon e before Eva ns stoppe d him. 

"I'll meet you at police headq uar
ters," the detective said. " In front of 
the buildin g. I'm on my way." 

Evan s made fast time to Houston 
police headqua rters, but only had to 
wait thr ee minut es before a car driven 
by a friend pull ed up and Joseph Ed 
ward Standwick emerged. 

Th e detec tive greeted the young 
man and th ey went up stairs to the 
homicide bur eau where th ey were 
joined by Detective Bill Bond and four 
Houston homicide detectives. Stand
wick wanted to talk and th e detectives 
were eager to listen. 

ACC ORDING to police reports , Stand-
wick confessed to the murd ers of 

Morris L. Williams, Daniel Louis 
O'Connor and ,Charles Albert Vogel. 
De tect ives said Standwi ck also con
f esscd to a large numb er of bm glaries 
and setting eight fires. Th ey repor ted 
the fir 's had been set in clinics and doc
tors' offi •s, and that Standwick said he 
had b n upse t over the trea tment he 
re ·c.iv ,c1 from a doctor. 

Slan<lwi •k was quoted as saying that 
Williams had p i keel him up in his 
car a11d i11vil ,c[ him to his apartment. 
Ile allcg ·dly said he intended to bur 
glariz ' llio apnrl111cnl, lold Williams to 
lay spr ac.1-cag lcd on the floor, and tied 
his ha11ds wiLl1 th ' ·ord from a flag. 

Th e susp ·cl wns quol cl as saying 
he slugged th n1a11 with a p 11 t pistol 
and the gun went off. Th 1 , he threw 
wine bottl es at him, poli ' related . Ac-
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cording to police, Standwi ck said he 
took a radio, $8 to $10 and a pair of 
cuff links from the apartm ent. 

The young man was quoted as say
ing he went by the apartm ent on 
Welch two clays later, saw a hearse, 
and knew the man was dead. 'Lat er he 
read about it in the nevyspaper. 

He was quoted as saying he tried to 
get help, afraid of what he might do . 
He allegedly said he called a hospit al 
but was told there was nothin g th ey 
could do for him. Il e was furth er 
quoted as saying he called a crisis hot 
line where they listened, but th at was 
all. 

According to prob ers, Standwi ck 
said he was picking weeds in the yard 
of his apartm ent building when O'Con 
nor drov e by in a black Lincoln, stru ck 
up a conversation and invit ed him to 
his apa rtm ent. 

Th ere, police quoted him , they got 
into an argument and he tied the 
man's hands and stabb ed him with a 
spea r, taking $18 from the victim's 
wallet and lhcn driving away in the 
Lincoln. 

Standwick was quoted as saying 
Vogel picked him up in a Volkswagen, 
drove him to his trail er home, and that 
he shot Vogel with a gun he found in 
the tra iler. · 

Officers said Stanclwick provided de
tails of the crimes not known to th e 
general public and drew a sketch of 
the apartm ent in which O'Connor was 
slain that left littl e doubt he had been 
there. His fingerprint s also matched 
print s and parti als lifted from the cars 
and apartmcuts of the victims, accord
ing to police. 

According to police, Stanclwick s.aid 
. he had been "hustling for money" when 
he was picked up by some of th e vic
tims and had obt anecl small amount s 
of money in the numerous bur glaries 
he had committ ed. Stanclwick was 
quoted as telling Detective Eva ns: "I 
app reciate you treating me like a man." 

Detectives were high in their prais e 
of Evans' work on the case , noting how 
he had been able to gain the confi
dence of a suspect they describ ed as a 
homosexual male prostitut e. 

"This _ boy ( Stand wick) think s the 
sun rises and sets on Jay ," Detec tive 
Bill Bond said. ''I' ve never seen any
thing quite like it. Th e city homicide 
de tectives can't believe it. He won't tell 
anything to anybody but Jay 01: me-
mostly Jay." . 

Major . John Klevenhagen, head of 
the sheriff's detective division, said 
Eva ns'· personality suits him perfectly 
to the "pe rsonalized" approa ch to hom 
icide invest igations that is returnin g in 
law enfor cement circles. 

"He handles every aspec t of a case 
on a personal basis, and he's very pro -

ficient with this approa ch," Kleven
hagen said. " It works well with some
body who is an extrovert and can re
late to people. It takes more time, but 
we try to handl e capit al cases this way, 
especially the weird ones, and Jay is 
working almost exclusively on them." 

Detective Evans said he likes to treat 
people on initi al conta ct like he wants 
to be· 'treated himself. "I find the best 
way to deal with a person in troubl e is 
just to be myself," he said. 

"I don 't use big words and I don't 
put anything on. I try to appro ach 
each case individually and not from 
any personal opinion of the defend ant. 
Th at muddl es the investigation. I like 
to help people." 

E VANS, 34, was completing work on 
a degree in law enforcement at Sam 

Houston State Univ ersity in Hunt sville. 
He has been with the Sheriff's Depart
ment since 1969. 

" It had always been a mystery to me 
what makes people take other people's 
lives," he said. 'T d been interested in 
the set of circumstances surroundin g a 
death in what was involved, sex or 
money or whatever. 

"After I got into it I got int erested 
in what the scene and th e deceased 
could tell me. I try to make all the 
autopsies. Th e whodunit s are the chal
lenge. 

"You can learn a lot if you listen to 
people. Sometimes what you learn falls 
right into place later. TJ1ere's a motive 
in every cas . You've got to find it. You 
owe it to the victim's family. I hat e to 
tell them, 'I don't know.'" 

As for Joseph Edwa rd Stanclwick, 
Evans comment ed: "Il e's not a bad 
kid. He's been in a lot of different 
homes and insliluti ons since · he was 
eight years old. l Lhink that' s a con
tributing factor to what he did." 

On Thur sday, Jun e 3, Joseph Ed
ward Standwi k was brought before 
State Crimin al Distri t Jud ge William 
Hatten and nt r d pleas of no contest 
to the thr ee mur der charges again st 
him. Th e jud g auti onecl Stanclwick 
that the pl a was, in effect, a vlea of 
guilty and Stan lwick's attorney said his 
client believ d a no contest. plea car
ried )css stigma than a plea of guilty. 

Th e jud , r ad a psychiatrist's re
port which cl scribed th e defendant as 
"alert , coop rative, extremely talk ative 
and w 11-ori ntcd, with intellectual ca
pacity well above avera ge." 

The repor t added, "He is adamant 
in realizing his need to be in a pro
tc ted and structur ed environm ent." 

Jud g Hatten sentenced Stanclwick 
to thr e oncurr ent 75-year pri son 
t rms and the confessed killer was 
taken to the state penitenti ary to serve 
his time for mmd er. • 

HERE'S HOW TO FIND THE GIRLS' BODIES continued from page 41 

Pressure had beeri mounting on au
thoriti es to find Karen Ferrell of Quin
wood, W. Va., and Mared Malarik of 
Kinnelon, N.J., ever since th e 19-year
old West Virginia University coeds van
ished thr ee month s earlier, on th e Sun
day afternoon of January 18, 1970, 
while hitchhiking back to campus aft e1; 
attending a movie in Morgantown. In 
all th at time, nothing had been heard 
from th e girls. Littl e more had been 
clone to find th em by th e authoriti es. 

Even th e discovery of Marecl Mal
arik's pu rse at th e side of U.S. 119 on 
March 1 had prompt ed littl e interest 

· in the startlin g missing persons case. 
But thin gs began changing late in 
March when Governor Moore was pr e
sented with a petition bearing th e sig
natur es of 734 UWV students and fac
ulty members requ esting him to call in 
the FBI to aid in th e investigation . 
Nevertheless, although two units of th e 
West Virginia National Guard provid 
ed 100 men for the search and a heli
copt er combed Monon galia County 
from the air, five friends of the missing 
girls compl ained to newsmen on April 
6, that: 

"Th e investiga tion, even though 
rath er thorou gh, is inade qu ate becaus e 
it has been 79 days since the girls hav e 
been missing and nothin g sub stantial 
has turn ed up ." 

Now th e anon ymous l tt rs mad e it 
impossible to ignore th ase any long
er. Early in April ,_ Morgantown and 
state police - assisted by National 
Guard smen-c omb ed the woods south 
of Morgantown determined to find the 
vanished coeds. 

Th eir efforts were un availing until 
Mond ay, April 13, when a roup of 
volunt eer searchers und er lh dir ction 
of Morgantown Police Serg ant John 
Mize discovered a pair of sunglasses 
which quickly were identified as be
longing to Marecl Malarik. In th next 
coupl e of clays, a container of pills 
pr escribed for th e girl by a Morgan
town dentist , as well as a shoul I r
strap pm se belonging to Karen Ferr 11, 
also turn ed up . And , on Wednesday, 
the searchers found personal items b -
longing to both girls strewn along 
County Road 76 . However, it was not 
until Thur sday, April 16, that th e first 
major discovery was report ed. 

Early that afternoon, a small boy 
was playing in his grandmoth er's Ham 
mond , W. Va., hom e when his att en
tion was drawn to a piece of brown 
pap er blowing across a few awning s 
which were being installed over the 
window s. At his relative's urging , the 
child picked up the paper and showed 
it to her. 

Immediat ely she recognized it as a 

driver's license. Although it had be
come discolored through lengthy ex
posure to the elements, the name of 
Karen Ferrell was still visibl e. News of 
the un expected find was relayed to the 
searchers in the vicinity. 

Th e report trigg ered a rush of vol
unt eers to the area. But other search
ers continu ed •to work the sites they 
had staked out earlier in th e clay. As 
darkn ess approach ed, stat e police un
der the command of Capt ain Walter F . 
Bowley were checking out a small ra
vine about 100 yard s from a dirt road 
near th e ' abandon ed Weirton Mine off 
County Road 76-an area· with a local 
reputation as a lovers lane. 

Tr ooper R. I. Cunningh am wad ed 
into th e thi ck und erbrush , dug away 
a few rocks and bu shes heaped over a 
pair of logs lying near each other-and 
then signaled frantically for assistanc e. 
Th e long search was over, although an
other was just about to get und erway. 

Entomb ed in th e makeshift crypt 
which Cunnin gham had uncovered 
were the skeletal remains of what ap
peared to have been two young wom
en. One of th e bodi es, poli ce report ed, 
was nud e; the other cloth ed . Although 
both corpses were too decomposed to 
possibly determin e if th ey had been 
sexually molested, one thin g was clear. 
Both victims had been horribly muti
lated by their slayer, sufferin g decap
itation either before or shortly after 
death. 

Immediately, police and more than 
100 guardsm en were assigned to cor
don off and secure the area where the 
bodi es were found . Not long after, th e 
remains- still minu s the heads- were re
moved to University Hospital for au
topsi es. 

"QNLY a maniac could have don e 
thi s," said William Bowers, th~ 

Monongalia Count y coroner. 
"Th e bodies prob ably were clumped 

here durin g the wint er," an . investi
gator said . "Th e pla ce is so out of th e 
way and the terrain is so rough that a 
car couldn't make it over the di.rt road 
except in extremely dry or, more likely, 
freezing weath er." 

Coroner Bowers explained that he 
b ,Jieved both girls had thrown from 
their kidnaper's car the various per
sonal effects found earlier in the week 
as they sped along the rural road lead
ing to the burial site. 

"They started to throw th eir pocket
books and things so somebody could 
trail them," Bowers said. "Th ey were 
saying by signals, 'He re I am. Follow 
me.' Th ey were scared." 

Th e Monongalia County coroner 
went on to say that the girls' killer 

might well have been either a madman 
or someone stoned on drugs. 

"LSD sends you on this trip and 
you can 't quit what ever crosses your 
mind," he said. 

"Who ever wrot e that letter," Bowers 
add ed, "was the one who did it. Th ey 
found everything they said he'd find. 
He told th em where to go." 

Inform ed at the state house in 
Charl eston of th e grim find, Governor 
Moore announc ed that state police 
"hav e instructions to handl e this as a 
murd er case. 

"Of course," he point ed out, "there 
are some reports that we've got to re
ceive before certain aspects can be 
confirmed to us." He add ed that 
search ers had been instructed to ac
celerat e their efforts in the hunt for 
the coeds' heads. 

Despit e a mammoth effort, th e skulls 
were- not found during th e next six 
days . On Wednesday, April 22, officials 
received some advi ce on where to hunt 
from a thorou ghly un e~pected, al
though usually reliabl e sourc e. 

"I have delayed writing another let
ter in hopes you would conclude more 
information by this time concerning 
the findings of th e bodies," the third 
anon'ymous letter stat ed. "Since this 
has not happened, I will send along 
another clue ·while your men are still 
in the area. 

"Th e heads can be found from the 
position of the bodies by striking out 
10 degrees S.W . for th e first head af!d 
approximately 10 degrees S.E. for the 
second-roughly 1 mile . You are al
ready 7 I 10 of that mile. They are with
in the min e entrance-if you can call it 
an "entrance" considering its condition. 
They are buried not over 1 ft. in depth . 

"The ones responsible for the mur
ders," the informant went on, "scat
tered some of the girls'. personal effects 
over the general area creating a pattern 
of confusion making it difficult for you 
to pin-point any exact location. 

"My first two letters triggered your 
intensive search-don't give up now." 

Stat e police spent five days at the 
Weirton Mine area, searching for the 
murd ered -girls' heads . But after fire
men laboriously siphon ed 50,000 gal
lons of wat er from an abandoned shaft 
in a final futil e effort at finding the 
remains , Sergeant Robert L. Mozingo 
announc ed that his men would halt the 
search in th e "immediate area" less 
than a mile from th e worked out mine 
where the bodies were discovered . 

Th e search , he add ed, had been de
signed to locate the coeds' heads, "some 
footwear still missing" and any other 
objects foreign to the rugged terrain. 

"We did not discover any new ev
idence," he said, "but we are con
tinuing our investigation. That will be 
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the story from now on in- until it is 
brought to a successful conclusion." 

That same day it was announced 
that security had been tightened at 
West Virginia University because of a 
growing fear among residents of the 
girls' dormitori es, especia lly Westches
ter Hall, where th e slain coeds· had 
lived. 

"Many _ of the girls are very, very 
frighten ed ," commented th e dean of 
women at WVU. "We' re doing our 
best to help them be realistic and not 
pani~ ." 

She added that officials had been 
combatting rumor s that an unknown 
man had obtained a key to every room 
in the dorm and that other girls had 
disappeared from the school. 

In Charleston, Governor Moore told 
newsm en that he was dismay ed that 
"the rumor mill is operating to this 
extent. 

"Those rumor s are without any foun
dation whatsoever," he said. The po
lice, he added, would continue "a very 
aggressive inve~,tigation into all sug
gested suspects. 

Although the governor refused to 
amplify his remar ks, reporters learned 
that two men had been char ged with 
kidnaping a pair of coeds from the 
campus on March 16 and driving them 
five miles outside of Morgantown. The 
girls report edly had escaped unharm ed 
after one of them struck her captor 
over the head with a bottle . 

The suspects, a 22-year-old West-

over, W. Va., man and a 19-year-old 
Morgantown youth , were remanded to 
the Monongalia County jail after fail
ing to post $20,000 bond. A few days 
later, though, the charges were dis
missed by Justic e of the Peace William 
H. Bowers after the two coeds admitted 
that they willingly had entered the 
suspects' car. 

On Tuesday, April 28, WVU stu
dents marched on th e Morgantown city 
council to prot est what they consid
ered weak safety standards at the state 
school. In addition to tighter security, 
the marchers also demanded that the 
city ban hitchhiking and that state 
legislators create a detective agency 
within the depar tment of pub lic ·· ~ety. 

"We' re trying to make sure , . J more 
tragedies happ en on campus," said the 
vice-president of the newly formed 
Committee for Evaluation of Student 
Safety. "Effective security is lacking 
in Morgantown. There is poor bus 
scheduling and inadeq uate street light
ing. Buses run only until 6 P.M., and · 
th re is no service to Wcstchcst r Hall, 
where Lhc murdered girls lived ." 

On Apr il 28, it was announced that 
West Virginia state police were co
operating with their New Jersey coun 
terparts in the year-old prob e of the 
slaying of two girls in the Atlantic City 
area which bore a marked resemblance 
to the Morgantown mµrders. New Jer
sey State Police Lieutenant James 
Brennan, in charge of the Atlantic City 
investigation, told newsmen that he re-
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cently had been asked for information 
about a traveling rock'n roll band 
which may have come from New Jer
sey and which was in the Morgantown 
area when the two coeds disappeared 
there on January 18. 

Despite some apparent similarities, 
Brennan was quick to point out, there 
was nothing to link the West Virginia 
killings with the June 2, 1969, doub le 
murder at Absecon, N.J. The two 
bodies found just off the Garden State 
Parkway were stabbed, rather than de
capit~ted. Later, Sergeant Mozingo re
vealed that the rock band sought for 
questioning in New Jersey was not 
under investigation in West Virginia 
and that none of its members were 
considered suspects in the Ferrell
Malarik case. 

Th ere were no new developments in 
the double murder probe the remain
der of that spring. The case would 
have faded completely out of the head
lines that summer had not the author 
of the three anonymous letters decided 
to make his identity known. 

ANGERED by a statement from Ser-
geant Mozingo that whoever had 

wrilt en the letters obtained most of his 
information from a careful reading of 
the newspap ers, the mysterious author 
came forward and publically identified 
himself as a 38-year-old Braddock 
Road , Cumberland, Md., believer in 
psychi c science. Prior to moving into 
the LaValc , Md. , area in Apri l, with 
an elderly follower, he had practiced 
psychic sci n ' in Somerset, Pa. 

In a letter lo a Maryland newspaper 
in September of 1970, the psychic 
stated his claim for part of a $2500 
reward allegedly offered for informa
tion leading to tho missing girls. He 
-explained that he had obtained his in
formation in a series of private seances 
conducted in a darken ed room at the 
conclusion of a short, religious-like 
ceremony. 

Subjects wishing to communicate 
with the spirit world, he explained, 
were asked to sing a hymn. Then the 
psychic was ask d a number of ques
tions whi h h claim ed to answer 
through the spirit of a little Chinese 
girl dead for many years. '):'he psychic 
tape:recor led the entire seance and 
gave the subject copies of the tape 
itself. 

It was the psychic's contention that 
the West Virginia state police were 
unwil ling to give him the credit he de
served for finding the two bodies be
cause: 

"They do not want to admit they 
needed aid in locating the coeds. Is it 
so terrible to ask for help? 

"We refused to pass along to West 
Virginia state police four tape record-

ings which contain info1mation on the 
coed case . 

"After the publicity-hungry states at
torney in Morgantown released infor
mation to the newspaper," the psychic 
wrote on September 15, 1970, "we 
held back the recordings . By revealing 
information so soon he upsets his own 
case and still does not have one quar
ter of the story . This case is extremely 
serious and more bizarr e than one can 
imagine when the complete truth is 
known." 

Over the next three years, little was 
heard from the La Vale psychic . In fact, 
other than the periodic debunking of 
regular false confessions to the double 
slaying, the Malarik-Ferr ell case re-
1)1ained out of the newspapers. Late in 
1973, howev er, shortly before moving 
to a southern state, the psychic again 
contacted newsmen to report his theory 
that the girls' murd erers had moved 
their heads from the Morgantown area 
after wide publicity was given to the 
case. He went on to say that the heads 
were being used in a "Black Magic" 
ritual conducted in a dilapidat ed farm 
building not far from where the bodies 
had been found. 

The skulls, he said, had been placed 
on a pair of peel stals between which 
the "high priest" conducted services. 
Standing guard at the rituals were two 
young men who, he claimed, actually 
had performed the slayings. The psy
chic describ ed them as a young black 
and a very blond white man with 
glassy blue eyes. 

Inform ed of the p·sychic's remarks, 
police discount ed them with some .un
printable remarks of their own. 

EXCEPT for the familiar false confes-
sions, ther e was little else to report 

on the case the following two years. It 
was not until late 1975 that the next 
break in the probe reached the ears of 
investigators from a very unexp ectpd 
source. 

Early that winter, two prison ers at 
the Camd en County jail in Camd en, 
N.J., began having troub le sleeping. 
One of th e men, bothered by constant 
nightmar es, spent most of each eve
ning babbling in his sleep. The other, 
with little to do but listen to his fellow 
convict's moaning, did just that. 

The man's nocturnal crying always 
concerned the same subject-or so it 
seemed to the sleepless prisoner. Guilt 
was wracking his conscience over a 
murder, or more precisely a double 
mmd er, which the convict apparently 
had committed some years earlier. See
ing some profit for him!ielf in the other 
prison er's grief, the man in the adja
cent cell reported what he had heard 
to his jailers. 

Soon after, officials paid a visit to 

the nightmare-stricken prisoner and 
asked him if he wanted to speak about 
what was troubling him . Thirty -six
year-old Eugene Paul Clawson of Point 
Marion, Pa., indicated that he would 
be grateful to do just that. In fact, he 
was so glad for the opportunity to 
speak that , after he was done, he 
signed a 35-page confession to the 1970 
slayings of Karen Ferr ell and Marecl 
Malarik. And on Friday, January 16,• 
1976, under l,eavy police guard, he 
traveled from New Jersey to the Mor
gantown area to assist investigators in 
the hunt for the girls' still-missing 
skulls. 

In a telephone press conference held 
at 3 o'clock that same afternoon , Gov
ernor Moore announced that a prisoner 
whom he refused to identify, but who 
had been convicted of a sex-related 
crime in another state, had confessed 
to the long-baffiing slayings. Acting on 
information supplied by the suspect, a 
mach ete believ ed to have been used 
to decapitat e his two victims had been 
found i11 a relativ e's house . 

State police report ed that the sus
pect, who originally was from Pitts
burgh , had signed a statement which 
coincided with what investigators al
read y knew to be the facts in the case. 
He also had told officials that th ey 
could find the missing heads in the 
vicinity of Point Marion , Pa.-a sleepy 
borough on the stat e line about 14 
miles north of Morgantown, where he 
had played as a child . He also report
edly had told police that a revolv er 
which he had used to kill the girls 
would be found with the heads . 

Monongalia County Prosecutor Da
vid Solomon, on Saturday, report ed to 
newsm en that police had told him that 
Clawson knew details about the case 

. "that only the murder er could know." 
Police , he pointed out, had not dis
closed that a locket and necklace men
tioned in the alleged confession had 
b en missing since the murders took 
pla ce. Solomon added that the State 
Police Criminal Identification Bureau 
was probing a rock crevice near Point 
Marion, Pa. , where Clawson said the 
girls' heads were hidd en, and he con
firmed that human hair already had 
been rc(;(Jvcrccl from the search area. 

Although, according to Solomon, 
Morgantown Police Officer James Mc
Cabe, who had spoken with Clawson, 
did not doubt the auth enticity of the 
confession, ''I' d want to see the skulls 
before makin g a charg e." 

Solomon went on to say that if West 
Virginia charges were filed they would 
come only after New Jersey officials 
were finished with Clawson. Report
edly, th e suspect was being held und er 
$100,000 bond in the Garden State 
following his Apri l, 1974, indictment 

by a Camden County grand jury on 15 
charges stemming from an alleged at
tack on a teenag ed boy. Among the 
charges against Clawson were posses
sion , of a deadly weapon, assault with 
int ent to kill, assault with a deadly 
weapon, kiclnaping, abduction for im
moral purposes, armed abduction, 
armed kiclnaping, lewdness, sodomy, 
armed sodomy, assault with intent to 
rap e and carnal abuses. 

"The guy has a rap sheet five pages 
long," Prosecutor Solomon said. "New 
Jersey wants him first." 

ASKED about the alleged confession, 
Solomon said it indicat ed that after 

th eir abduction the coeds were driven 
from University Avenue in Morgan 
town, wher e they had been hitching, 
to an isolated area seven miles out of 
town. Once they got into the car, he 
added, they prob ably were held at gun
point . 

"Everything was don e to th e girls 
that conceivably could hav e been clone 
to a human being," Prosecutor Solomon 
said. "It must hav e been a hell of a 
night." 

Solomon reported that he had been 
told by investigator s that each of the 
coeds had been raped in the back seat 
of the car while th e other was hand
cuffed in the front seat and that th e 
girls had been forced to perform un 
natural sex acts with one another whil e 
their killer watched. 

Th e confession also reportedly indi 
cated that after one of the girls was 
shot in the head, the other-w hile 
pleading for her life- was the first to be 
decapitated with a machete. The con
fession, Solomon reiterated , provided 
details abo.ut the construction of the 
grave which only the killer could hav e 
known. · 

Neith er the gun nor handcuffs used 
in the slayings had been found, Solo
mon said. Oth er sources said that they 
might well be found with their missing 
heads. · 

Monongalia County's prosecutor add
ed that it was doubtful that the author 
of the confession ever would be tried 
for the slayings-if all the details were 
tru e- because the perversions outlined 
in th e stat ement could only have been 
carried out by someone so insan e that 
he was "an animal ... 

"He's mentally incomp etent-a real 
wacko who's probably unabl e to stand 
trial." 

Officials also report ed to newsmen 
that Eugene Paul Clawson had passed · 
a lie det ector test given to dete1mine 
whether he was telling the truth in his 
alleged confession . Th e examination re
port edly had been administered in 
Pennsylvania shortly after he was tem
porarily released from . the Camden 
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lockup to show West Virginia police 
where he had left th e girls' heads. 

Other evidence corroborating his 
story, according to police, included 
Clawson's account of stea ling a car in 
Pittsburgh shortly after the slayings. 
The time of the theft and the site from 
which the car was stolen reportedly 
matched police reports filed at the 
time. Although the car since had been 
recovered by investigators, it had gone 
through so many owners in th e int er
vening six years that investigators be
lieved that it would be of little ev
identiary value. 

'Tm reasonably sure that [Clawson] 
is the individual th at committed the 
crime," Prosecutor Solomon told news
men. "His 35--page confession indicated 
many facts that only the murd erer 
would know ... Finding those heads 
would be absolut ely conclusive ev
idenc e that Clawson is the killer." 

To do just that about two dozen 
West Virginia and Pennsylvania state 
police officers, joined by Morgantown 
lawmen, wer e searching the suspected 
burial site-a 100-foot deep crevice lo
cated on a hill hon eycomb ed with 
worked-out coal mines and not far from 
a Point Marion farm where Clawson 
had played as a child. Officers already 
had put in a call for a backhoe and 
high intensity light s to exped ite the 
search of the narrow space. 

On Monday, January 19, a video 
camera so sensitive that it could relay 
th e image "of the labe l of a beer bottle 
moi·e than 60 fee t und erwat er" was 
lowered into the crevice. Also em
ploy ed was a metal detector to hunt 
for the death gun. 

"THAT crevice is about 100 feet 
deep," one of the searchers said, 

"and I wouldn't be surpris ed if it took 
days and days to find what we're look
ing for. And th ere are so many aban
doned mine shafts in the area that, if th e 
camera fails to locat e th e skulls, it just 
wouldn't do any good for us to start 
.digging up the pla ce. 

"But what really worries me is that 
some animals might hav e dragg ed the 
skulls away from the crevice. We found 
some hair in an animal nest in a bur
row quite a distance away from wher e 
we're looking today." 

That afternoon, a laboratory expert 
reported that the hair found in th e 
nest had ome from the heads of two 
females. It was impossible to deter
mine, though, if the women were 
Mared Malarik and Karen Ferrell. 

The next day, Tuesday, January 20, 
Lieutenant S ott Neely, director of th e 
CID in South Charleston , announced 
that four miners . had been hired to 
assist the investigator s combing th e 
Point Marion area. However, on Wed-
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nesda y, Sergeant William Mitchell , 
head ing the search effort from the 
Morgantown barracks, discount ed the 
report that the min ers had been hired 
as "ridiculous " and add ed that four 
stat e mine insp ectors had been dis
patch ed to the scene. 

"The way it looks now," Mitchell 
said, "we should be in th ere sometime 
Thur sday." He added that his m,en had 
received excellent cooperation .from 
every state agency he had contact ed, 
but that he was disturbed by "a num
ber of erron eous repor ts coming out of 
here. 

"To begin with," he said, "state po
lice, along with Morgantown city po 
lice, recommended that Governor 
Moore make the announcement of Eu
gene Paul Clawson's confession to get 
everybody off our backs, so we could 
work. 

"I am under no gag rule and I'm 
free to talk to anybody I want to and 
say anyth ing I want to about this in
vestigation." 

Mit hell add d that he was par 
ticularly distressed by reports that New 
J crscy officials were upset with the 
act ion of their West Virginia col
leagues . 

"I have talked with officials at Cam
den, N.J., almost every day," he said. 
"We hav e had nothing but th e best 
relations with those people." 

Mitchell also said that he was un 
happy about Prosecutor Solomon's re
lease of the details of Clawson's con
fession. 

"It's a sham e the families of the two 
victims learn ed this through the news
pap ers," he said. "We were trying our 
best to protect those people from fur
ther emotional injury." 

Mitchell also went on to say that the 
video camera and ultra sensitive metal 
detector brought to th e death site so 
far had been of littl e value to investi
gators. 

In Point Marion, meanwhile, police 
said that Eugene Paul Clawson was a 
graduate of the local high school and 
had been arrested once in their juri s
diction for disorderly conduct. "But 

' th ere is nothing on our records which 
makes it appea r he was capable of 
something like this." 

"He was a loner," a Point Marion 
· man said, "about whom people knew 
little." 

On Tuesday, February 17, after a 
whole month of searching, troop ers 
abandoned their effort at the rock 
crevice near Point Marion. 

" If the skulls were over there," said 
a state police spokesman, "they'v e 
either decayed into dust or were eaten 
by rodents. Experts tell us that rodents 
go for the calcium present in skulls. 

''We're going to be directing our ef-

forts, now, toward a laboratory analysis 
of the hair specimens we found that 
first Friday in an animal nest near the 
top of the crevice." 

Nearly thre e weeks later, on Mon
day, March 1, police announced that 
examination of the 58 strands of hair 
showed th em to hav e come from two 
persons . Because bleach and dye were 
found on some of the strands, it was 

· assumed that the hair was of female 
origin. 

That same day, Prosec1,1tor Solomon 
told newsmen that, pending a final 
written report by state police, evidence 
probably would be pres ented to a 
grand jury in the next few weeks. . 

"J think we're. going to_ run wit!1 it," 
Solomon said following a briefing 

by investigating officers. "We've got suf
ficient evidence to go to the grand jury." 

It was not before Thursday , April 8, 
that the Monongalia County grand 
jury, sitting in Morgantown, indicted 
Eugene Paul Clawson on two counts 
of murder. Prosecutor Solomon told 
newsmen that the suspect, who by then 
had pleaded guilty to nine of the 15 
counts facing him in New Jersey, had 
indicated that he would waive extra
ditio.n to West Virginia. Should he 
change his mind, Solomon added, pro
c cdings would be initiat ed at once to 
rctmn him to Morgantown. 

Clawson was brought back to West 
Virginia late r that spring and ordered 
to the W st Virginia University med 
ical school for psychiatri c testing. Sub
sequently, h was sent to Weston, 
W. Va., for addilional examination, but 
on Saturday, Jun e 4, h was returned 
to the Monong alia ounty jail in Mor- . 
gantown when officials at Weston said 
that they did nol hav e adequate per
sonnel to conduct the nec;:essary exam
inations. 

"Claw son will b transferred to Wes
ton after we communicate with the 
hospital regardin g the diagnostic exam
ination," Solomon said on Tuesday, 
June 8. Mor information, he added, 
was needed to determine whether 
Clawson was ompetent to stand trial 
and had b en mentally competent at 
the time of the slayings. 

The suspect, Solomon added, was 
unusual mc11tally-a fact whi ch might 
result in his being found incompetent 
to stand trial. Should that be the case, 
he said, Clawson might never be tried 
for th e doubl e murder and would in
stead be returned to, New Jersey to, 
serve time on the charges facing him 
ther e. In the mean time, Monongalia 
Circuit Court Judg e Marvin R. Kiger 
granted a continuance to the October 
term of the court to allow Clawson's 
attorney more time to pr epa re his 
case for the defense. • 
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ALL THE ANIMALS AREN'T IN THE zoo continued from poge 39 

to be completed before visitors en
tered. Several busses pulled up at the 
main gate, bringing school groups from 
Wisconsin towns that had to be de
flected onto other activities. 

The Milwaukee County Zoo opened 
up for th e public at 11 A.M. on that 
Tu esday morning, Jun e 1, 1976. 

Over at the Leitner home on South 
Seventy-fifth Street in nearby West 
Allis, Mr. Leitner's wife had been told 
about the death of her husband. She 
had been getting ready for her job as 
·a crossing guard near McKinley School 
when detectives arrived with the tragic 
news. The coup le would have been 
manied 13 years in August. 

Leitner was described as a man who 
was not afraid abo ut th e potential dan
gers of his job .. .. a man who loved 
the animals and enjoyed talking about 
the sights and sound s they made in the 
zoo at night. His death was shocking to 
his many friends in Milwaukee and 
West Allis who talked of him as a real 
gentleman, a likeabl e per son, a quiet, 
dedicated man. 

Capta in Earl George of th e West 
Allis police department said he had 
known Leitner ten years. )He had re
ceived several awards for the amount 
of time he volunteered since joining the 
auxiliary force and had been a corporal. 

Zoo Director George Speidel de
scribed Leitner as a real gentleman. 
He recalled meeting him early in the 
mornings while the director was jog
ging around the zoo grounds. 

"We were just remarking the other 
day that it's been so quiet around here 
since we put in the security guards," 
Speidel said. 

"We've never had anything like thi s 
happ en before," the director said. 

Detectives were busy in zoo head
quarters getting together a list of per
sonnel ... anyone connected with the 
zoo or who in any way might know 
about th e arrangeme nts that had been 
in effect for keeping and picking up 
the money. 

There was a differen t atmosphere in 
the zoo th at clay. The keepers, ticket 
takers and concession workers had a 
difficult time keeping their minds on 
their jobs, and did not join in the pic
nic atmosphere of the visitors that usu
ally went with work. 

They were aware that a murder had 
been committed in the zoo ... and 
that police were consideri ng the pos
sibility that someone on the inside was 
involved. They talked about Robert 
Leitner, the new security guard , who 
didn't have a chan ce against a shotgun. 

"I've worked here more than five 
years," a man filling popcorn bags said. 
"I can't picture anyone in the zoo as 

pulling a thing like that. And they 
wouldn't let any character with a rec
ord work here, anyway." 

At police headq uarters, detectives 
were going over the case with Lieu
tenant Thomas Thelen. 

"There's a couple of hundred people 
who work in the zoo," one said. "It 
wasn't any secret to th em about all the 
cash th e zoo takes in, and that a big 
bundl e was in that safe from the big 
holiday weekend. And those employees 
are not bonded. Th ey don't go through 
a big security check like anyone might 
have to go through to work in a bank." 

"Maybe non e of them are involved," 
another suggested. "Maybe one of them 
just happ ened to mention about the 
money to someone and that got a plan 
started." 
· "I don't think so," the first detective 
said . "Something about the layout 
would have to be known ... that the 
safe was in the Administration Build
ing and an unarmed guard on duty. 

"How did they get in?" someone 
asked. 

"Simple," an officer answered. "A 
young man wouldn't have had any 
trouble making that fence at night in 
any number of places. And he could 
have been hiding in the zoo after clos
ing. Plenty of pla ces in there to hide. 
He could have waited until after the 
guard shift at midnight and then crept 
to the Administration Building." 

Another detective team returned 
from the zoo and reported they found 
indications that an intruder had en
tered the Administration Building. 

"J figure he somehow got into the 
building and the guard either saw 

him get in or heard him," he said. "Then 
the guard, following orders, went to 
the security office to call the police. He 
probably just picked up the phone 
when the burglar broke into the se
curity office and shot him. 

"There might have been a lookout, 
waiting in the darkness, and when he 
saw the guard run into his office he 
moved in with his shotgun. 

"The shotgun. That's another thing 
that's been bugging me. Experienced 
burglars don't carry shotguns. In fact, 
most of them aren't armed. They know 
th y get a light rap for burglary, but 
at ything with a gun involved is a long 
stretch. And if a burglar who has been 
around carries a gun, it's something he 
can stick in his pocket. 

"And the way the burglary tools 
were scatter ed around in the getaway. 
It all adds up to an inexp erienced gang 
... a group of punks who heard about 
the cash in the safe and thought they 
could strike it rich." 

"Any sign of forced entry into the 
Administration Building?" another offi
cer asked. 

"They're still working on tlrnt," the 
investigator answered. "But, here's 
something else ... the administration 
buildings in most of the county parks 
can be opened with the same key. And 
there's no telling how many people 
have access to all' the keys in all the 
parks. Who knows how many have 
been misplaced, or lost? And a guy 
could slip a key out and have a copy 
made before anyone would know about 
it." 

Technician ·s were busy in the crime 
laboratory trying to get fingerprints 
from the burglary tools found in the 
zoo. Detectives ran some of the names 
they obtained from the zoo through the 
identification bureau. 

"This fellow here was picked up for 
investigation of breaking and entering," 
a detective said . "He's been at the zoo 
more than a year. We'll bring him with 
the first group." 

Early that afternoon, zoo employees 
were being interviewed by detectives. 
A man in his early 20s who worked in 
concessions seemed particularly uneasy. 

"I don 't have any idea who did it," 
he insisted. 

"Did you ever tell anybody about all 
the money the zoo takes in, and is kept 
in the safe?" officers asked. 

"How could I tell anybody?" he re
sponded. "I don't know anything about 
it." 

A detective sat on the edge of the 
desk and knelt closer to the young man. 
"You've been working there long 
enough to know about all the money," 
he said. "You probably handle thou
sands yourself on a big day. You know 
they don't keep it in a lion's cage for 
security." 

"Oh, I know it's picked up and kept 
in the office until they take it to the \ 
bank," the young man said. "But ... 
I don't know anything about the place 

· where they keep it, or how to get it, 
" or ... 

"Now, out with it, young fella," the 
detective said. "You must have men
tioned this to somebody, didn't you?" 

"I never gave it much thought and 
never had occasion to talk about it," 
the young man insisted. 

Questioning at police headquarters 
and in the zoo that day produced no 
leads. Detectives working the night 
shift picked up the investigation and 
continued the interviews. On ·wednes
day morning, several teams were given 
assignments on the case. 

A report from the medical examiner's 
office stated Robert Leitner had been 
shot three times with a shotgun. The 
fatal blast struck him in the right side 
of the chest. There was a graze wound 
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