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Part 1. Complete this section if you have a full systematic, synthetic phonics programme that 

matches the NC requirements for teaching children to read and spell sounds and words, and 

have cumulatively decodable reading books that match the progression of sounds taught in 

your programme.  

Give an overview of your programme. [max 100 words] *  

Bug Club Phonics is a comprehensive teaching programme delivering everything you need to teach 
synthetic phonics at Foundation and KS1. It provides a balanced approach to the teaching of 
reading, simultaneously teaching the segmentation of words for spelling, and developing 
phonemic awareness skills.   
  

The subscription contains:  

  

• Whole class teaching software  

• Comprehensive lesson plans   

• Embedded digital and print based assessments  

• Online practice games  

• Printable flashcards  

• Printable worksheets  

• Access to 134 fully decodable eBooks  

  

Printed book packs contain 1 copy of 134 decodable readers fully aligned to the teaching and to 
the Letters and Sounds phonic progression.  
  

What age of children is the programme designed for? [30 words] *  

Units 1-12 (Reception classes) Units 

13-30 (Years 1 and 2)   

How much time is needed each day to teach the programme? [20 words] *  

There is no specified length of time for a session but no longer than an hour each day.  

How is the teaching organised (whole class, group, individual)? [40 words] *  

It is recommended the children work as a whole class for the daily sessions. They sit on the floor in 
front of the IWB for the Introduction, Revision, Sounds and Reading elements, returning to their 
seats for the Spelling section.  
  



How do you support schools in gaining and maintaining fidelity to your programme? Include 
information about training, in-school support, lesson plans, on-line films, teaching resources  
[200 words] *  

Professional Development  

There is a half day professional development course available for Bug Club Phonics, delivered in 
school by one of Pearson’s accredited training team. This trains attendees in the principles of SSP 
and covers how to implement resources effectively and with fidelity.  
  

Teaching support  

Detailed lesson plans are built into the software, giving you everything you need to teach each 
session and including links to all the Whole Class Teaching screen whiteboard resources, and all 
the other interactive games, eBooks and printable materials. Links are made to the 134 decodable 
books indicating when children will have learned sufficient phonemes to be able to read the books 
with confidence.  
  

 

Teaching and Assessment Guides  

Two handbooks one for Reception, one for KS1 included in the online subscription. Both 
handbooks include detailed support for the programme including how to teach sounds, blending 
and segmenting, handwriting and spelling.  
  

Digital Account Management  

Follow up support from our digital team in use of the programme and the digital resources.  

  

How does the programme assess and track children’s progress? *  

Bug Club Phonics has assessment points built in throughout the programme.  

At the the end of each teaching unit there are digital games assessing the unit content.   

At the end of each phonic phase there are further printable assessments and digital games. At the 
end of the whole programme there is a All Phases Assessment which includes mock tests A, B and 
C – to ensure the children are ready for the Phonics Screening check.  
Regularly you are assessing the children so that you’re aware of who is on track and who might be 
needing more support. Short, meaningful, useful assessments that the children will actually enjoy - 
carried out informally.  
  

How are struggling readers can be picked up and supported quickly?  *  

The regular formative assessment points will ensure that every child’s progress is monitored and 
additional catch up work can therefore be built in. Some of the follow up activities are provided at 
different levels and the Teaching and Assessment guides provide additional information as to how 
to form a nuture/needs group for those who struggle.  
  

Part 2. Explain how your programme meets the NC requirements and teaches pupils to:  

Maximum 300 words in section 2.  

Read and write individual sound-letter correspondences  

Children learn a new grapheme and related phoneme in a daily Phoneme session which is followed 
up by guided individual work (pcm) and a digital game to consolidate the learning. The order of 
grapheme introduction matches that in the DfE’s Letters and Sounds.  
  



Practise reading taught sound-letter correspondences (sounds) *  

The basic 40+ phonemes are acquired quickly in the daily phoneme sessions, decodable readers 

are introduced after just 10 days teaching, enabling children to apply the taught strategies and 

enjoy contextualised reading early on.  

Blend sounds into words  *  

Children are taught blending for reading and segmenting in equal prominence. Blending is always 

taught first in a session.  

Segment words into sounds for spelling *  

Children learn to segment words for spelling, the use of magnetic boards and letters consolidates 

their blending and spelling abilities.  

Form letters correctly  *  

Letter formation helps kinaesthetic consolidation of grapheme acquisition, and so spelling. The 
teaching of letter formation in the teaching sessions accompanies the introduction of every 
grapheme and the talking through element of such teaching also supports the children’s cognitive 
processes.  
  

Learn high frequency irregular words for reading and spelling *  

High frequency irregular words are included for reading and spelling throughout Bug Club Phonics. 
These are always taught in the dedicated ‘Irregular’ Language sessions.  
  

Read familiar words without sounding out *  

 

As the children get more confident and progress through the decodable readers, they only sound 
out unknown words.  
  

Read aloud books that build cumulatively and closely match above  *  

Bug Club Phonics is supported by decodable readers which match the order of phoneme 
introduction. When the children have completed Unit 2 they will have acquired a sufficient 
number of grapheme – phoneme correspondences to start reading their own books. There 
are books to match and support each unit of the teaching programme.  
  

Re-read books to build up their fluency  *  

The eBooks can easily be allocated to the children to read on iPads and tablets at home or in 
school, all the books are also available in print versions and can be sent home or read in class as 
often as the teacher feels is necessary.  
  

Part 3  

List where training is available and who provides it. *  

In-school training is provided by accredited Pearson trainers and is available in England, Scotland, 

Ireland and Wales.  

List all schools that welcome headteachers and teachers to observe excellent phonic lessons in 

action. Include postcode and contact details. *  

Details available on request.  

Ordering and Pricing  



How can schools order your programme? E.g. website, contact details of sales rep. *  

- Please contact Catherine Mortimer, catherine.mortimer-ford@pearson.com or 07774 
757075, who will put you in touch with your local sales consultant.  

  

https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/Primary/Literacy/Phonics/bug-

clubphonics/bug-club-phonics.aspx   

What is your pricing structure for 2018-2019? [Please specify whether this is for teaching 

materials, decodable books, training or in-school support] *  

Bug Club Phonics Annual subscription contains:  

• Whole Class Teaching software including CBeebies videos, animations and interactive 
activities to deliver effective teaching for each sound  

• Comprehensive lesson plans with embedded assessment and consolidation  

• 90 fiction and 44 nonfiction fully decodable readers, including Alphablocks and a range of 
characters and themes to appeal to every child  

• Online access to 100% decodable eBooks, and allocatable phonics games embedded 
within a vibrant reading world to engage all of your children at school or at home.  

  

£599 annual subscription  

  

Bug Club Phonics Half day Professional Development course  

The course covers all aspects of Bug Club Phonics. It’s for a maximum of 25 delegates and is 
suitable for all staff intending to use Bug Club Phonics.  
  

The course includes a balance of hands on activities, discussion and opportunities to explore the 
resources.  
£500 for the half day  

  

Printed book packs including 1 copy x 134 decodable readers £536 
p/pack  
  

Please contact Catherine Mortimer, catherine.mortimer-ford@pearson.com or 07774 757075, who 
will put you in touch with your local sales consultant.  
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