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Why Should We Give?  

In Christ, the extravagant generosity of our Heavenly Father is made obvious 
(Ephesians 1:3). In Christ, every Christian who ever lived was given infinitely more than 
he/she deserved (Romans 6:23). In Christ, our lives and lifestyles now have eternal 
significance (Psalm 90:17). And in Christ, our duty to give becomes an incredible 
privilege (2 Corinthians 8:1-4). 

Every spending decision has spiritual ramifications. Every dollar—whether spent, saved, 
or given—accomplishes something, and this reality requires that we slow down, 
examine our hearts, and repent if necessary. Spending, saving, and giving can each be 
a spiritual act of worship, but even when the line seems blurry, this we can know: We 
are never more like Jesus than when we lay down our own self-interest for the sake of 
God's mission. 

Jesus wants us to live with complete and total security, so He won't allow us to find 
security in things that simply aren't secure (Matthew 6:19). Because our most valuable 
possession is already secure in Christ, giving is the safest investment we can make 
(Matthew 6:20). Therefore, at Sojourn, we're unashamed about asking for your money. 
But let's be clear: Our primary goal is not that we'd be a well-funded church; our 
primary goal is that we'd be a worshiping church! We want your money because God 
wants your heart! Although we may tend to view giving as a chore, we're actually being 
given an opportunity to image the generosity of Christ and be "rich toward God" (Luke 
12:20-21). It's a chance to trust. And it's a chance to grow. 

God has never needed our money (Psalm 50:10-12). But He loves us and graciously 
invites us to take part in what He's doing! So in light of such a gracious offer, our bank 
statements have as much to say about our spiritual condition as the vitality of our 
prayers or the underlining in our bibles. It’s true that our use of money is a spiritual 
discipline. Too often, though, we view giving as an act of self-denial; we're primarily 
concerned with what we're sacrificing as individuals. But what if we began to see our 
giving in light of what’s gained? What if our personal abstinence were secondary to the 
priority of loving both God and neighbor with our finances? 



 

Where Should We Give? 
When we submit ourselves to the authority of Christ as exercised through the local 
church, we join God's Plan A for redemption. In a deeper sense than we could fully 
grasp, the church is family (Mark 3:34-35). We eat together, play together, cry together, 
and laugh together. We share our time, our lives, our homes, our work, our struggles, 
and our decisions. Day after day, we provide for one another. So wouldn't it make 
sense to give to that family? To give where we're most invested? To give where we 
receive the most spiritual benefit? 

When you give to the local church, you sow into the only institution established by 
Jesus to equip you and your entire spiritual family for the work of ministry (Ephesians 
4:11-16). If we provide for our earthly families, how much more should we provide for 
our heavenly family? 

Some people have very good reasons to doubt whether the church and its leaders 
should be trusted. That’s understandable. Sojourn makes every effort to maintain 
financial transparency, but even so, let’s look to Scripture for guidance here. In Matthew 
12:41-44, a poor widow elicits Jesus' commendation for contributing "two small 
copper coins, which make a penny." It was "all she had to live on." But because she 
gave sacrificially, Jesus considered her contribution more significant than even the 
largest sum. But here's the thing: In her act of giving, she was willing to look beyond a 
corrupt temple system! And so was Jesus! He knew better than anyone the depth of 
corruption, and yet he commended the widow because she gave unto the Lord. 

How Much Should We Give? 

With 80% of the world’s evangelical wealth in North America, 10% of our collective 
income represents about $260 billion. But despite our extraordinary wealth, giving 
among Protestants averages less than 3% per household income. That’s significantly 
less than American evangelicals were giving during the Great Depression! 

So how much should we give? We could make a case for 10% (Lev. 27:30-33). We 
could make a case for 23% (Deut. 12:6-7; Deut. 14:28-29). We could make a case for 
50% (Luke 19:8; Luke 3:11). And we could even make a case for 100% (Mark 10:21). But 
to do so would miss the point. God wants the entirety of our lives, which is almost 
always more than we’re ready and willing to give. 



Under the Law, God disciplined His people according to timeless, God-honoring 
principles in preparation for their freedom in Christ. Astoundingly, we're now 
characterized by the indwelling of God Himself (Gal. 4:6)! So for God’s people to be 
less generous under grace is a disgrace. With our great and glorious and costly 
freedom comes a great and glorious and costly responsibility. So as we say every 
Sunday, the faithful follower of Christ should give regularly (1 Cor. 16:2), sacrificially (2 
Cor. 8:2-3), and cheerfully (2 Cor. 9:7). 

God works mightily through a people who are willing to give, willing to serve, and 
willing to die. But when we rob God, we rob ourselves (Malachi 3:8). Bring the full tithe 
into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. And thereby put me to the 
test, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour 
down for you a blessing until there is no more need (Malachi 3:10). Trust Him! Put Him 
to the test, and watch as He works mightily! 


