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W ayne Carini is a master 
of multitasking. On a 
daily basis his commit-
ments, in order of prior-
ity, are his family, run-

ning his three businesses and his TV show, 
Chasing Classic Cars (now in it’s fourth year 
of syndication on the Discovery Channel). He 
seems to juggle them all seamlessly, and is 
always ready with a quick smile. In between 
worldwide travel, clients, restorations in prog-
ress, charitable interests and the ever-present 
phone call, we finally caught up to Carini last 
spring and sat down to discuss the early path 
of what has become his life’s trajectory. 

“I was born into automobiles because my 
father restored cars for a living,” says Cari-
ni while sitting in his office, surrounded by 
car memorabilia. “He was one of the origi-
nal founders of the Model A Restorers Club 
of America. Their first annual meet was in 
Dearborn, Michigan, in Greenfield Village.  
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Chasing Carini
Join us in the chase to discover the early  
              genesis of Wayne Carini’s passion, the automobile.   
                   words and photos by Russ Rocknak
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I was about 9 months old and my parents 
took me on this trip to the Detroit area 
with the Model A in tow on a trailer. We 
did the meet and it was my first show. 
From then on, car shows were my life.”

Carini’s father restored cars for a living 
and showed them at different events. “I 
remember Hershey was a big event for 
him,” recalls Carini. “It was the Mecca. 
Our whole year was built around going to 
Hershey and bringing one or two or three 
cars that he would have restored. So I re-
ally didn’t have a choice. I was dragged to 
car shows almost every weekend.”

But the car scene wasn’t the same then 
as it is now. These days, during the sum-
mer months, on any given weekend you 
can go to 20 to 30 different car shows. 
Back then, there were only about two or 
three. “When we weren’t going to a car 
show, we were chasing parts,” he recalls. 
“As you know, the Internet wasn’t around 
then, so there was nothing but Hemmings 
Motor News and the New York Times to 
get the word out, so we would get in the 
car and drive all over New England, New 
York and Pennsylvania looking for cars 
and car parts.”

Because Carini’s father restored Model 
As, he had a method were he would find 
all the Ford dealers and plot their loca-
tion on a map by drawing circles around 
the towns they were located in. Carini 
and his father would then head out and 
try to hit every Ford dealer to ask if they 
had parts they were willing to sell. “Back 
in the 50s, Model A parts were just junk,” 
says Carini. “People just stored the parts 
up in their attics and forgot about them. 
I remember once he had to go back to a 
dealer in Vermont with a big trailer be-

cause he found 35 or 40 front fenders for 
Model As, brand new! They dealer said, 
‘You want that stuff? Take it! It’s just tak-
ing up space.’ I think he paid about five 
dollars a piece for them and he was turn-
ing around and selling them for fifty dol-
lars each. That was a ton of money back 
in the 50s.”

As for finding cars, Carini and his father 
turned once again to a big stack of past 
issues of Hemmings Motor News and the 
New York Times. They would circle cars 
of interest with a black marker, pursu-
ing them with the theory that the owners 
may be ready to move the car at a bar-
gain price if they’d been sitting on it for 
a while. “I watched my dad’s system as 
a child and marveled at how it worked,” 
says Carini. “Basically my life then was 
chasing parts, chasing cars and going to 
car shows. When I was a teen my father’s 
shop was only a mile from our home in 
Glastonbury, Connecticut, so I would ride 
my bike to work every day for about three 
or four hours sanding parts, cleaning 
stuff, whatever needed to be done.”

While his friends were playing baseball 
and goofing around, Carini worked (“High 
school wasn’t as enjoyable as it probably 
could have been,” he quips.) When it came 
time to go to college, Carini wanted to do 
something that would give him some time 
off, thinking he’d like to be an architect or 
a teacher. He chose the latter, continuing 
to work in his father’s shop during the 
summers and school breaks. But when 
he finished school, ready to start his new 
career, Carini couldn’t find any work. So it 
was back to his father’s shop. 

Carini recalls the day a smashed-up  
Ferrari—one of his favorite cars—came 

Carini’s three businesses include F40 Motorsports, Continental Auto Limited and Carini 
Carozzeria, all located in Portland, Connecticut. His showroom includes a wide mix of 
automotive genres, including several Mercedes-Benz 300 SL Gullwings, a 1932 Ford Deluxe 
3 Window Coupe, a Lamborghini Gallardo, a Porsche DP 930 Turbo and a 1960 Ferrari LWB 
California Spyder. Carini moves directly from one thing to another with the greatest of ease. 
From discussing the engine case of a Porsche 356 with his mechanic to meeting fans at a 
fund raiser, Carini is always at the top of his game in the car world. Having restored many 
of the world’s finest cars throughout his career and with a constant finger on the pulse of 
the automotive scene, Carini found his long-time friend Herb Chambers’ former 1972 365 
GTB/4 Ferrari Daytona Spyder in California. Chamber’s bought the Ferrari back without 
hesitation and Carini was put in charge of bringing it back to award-winning style. 
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into the shop. “ I was bitten by the Ferrari 
bug long ago,” he recalls. “When I was 
about seven or eight years old, we drove 
up to an inn in the Adirondacks where we 
spent a week each summer. There was a 
doctor from New York City who brought 
his Ferrari with him. His wife drove the 
station wagon, filled with all the junk and 
the kids, and he would always come in 
his Ferrari. I thought, ‘Wow! These people 
have to be really rich to travel like this. 
They’re driving two cars here, and one 
of them is a Ferrari!’ In 1961 the doc-
tor showed up in a Rosso Chiaro Ferrari 
250 SWB. Back then, I had no idea what 

a 250 SWB was, but I knew it had to be 
the most beautiful car I’d ever seen. The 
doctor raised the hood and there was two 
of everything: two distributors, two oil fil-
ters, twin everything! He was out wash-
ing the car one morning and I was just 
standing there watching him. He looked 
over at me and asked if I wanted to go 
for a ride. I was awestruck and didn’t 
know what to say. I conjured up ‘let me 
go ask my Father.’ Dad said, yeah, yeah, 
go for a ride. That was it! We went for the 
ride. I remember the smell, vibration and 
sound. All in were concert with the doc-
tor’s driving skill. Back in 1961 with the 

original Dunlops you could drift that car 
through corners. That he did. I think he 
was trying to scare the hell out of me. It 
was spectacular.”

The 250 SWB Ferrari remains Carini’s  
favorite car (the doctor’s ride worked 
well) and, over the years, he’s been able to  
restore four of them, and drive them all, 
bringing his childhood love of cars full 
circle. These days, as busy as he is with all 
of his commitments, Carini may no longer 
have the time to spend hours poring over 
past issues of Hemmings Motor News, but, 
he says, “chasing classic cars and parts 
will always be my passion.”

He looked over at me and asked if I wanted to go for a ride. I was  
awestruck and didn’t know what to say. I conjured up ‘let me go ask 
my Father.’ Dad said, yeah, yeah, go for a ride. That was it!”

                                   “
Herb Chamber’s 1972 Ferrari 365 
GTB/4 Daytona Spyder on the 
lawn at the Newport Concours 
d’Elegance at Fort Adams State 
Park in Newport, Rhode Island on 
May 22nd, 2011.


