282 hillion
] ° o e The maximum number of people that could ultimately be packed onto the
m planet, with all other land used solely to grow food, according to geophuysi-
cists at the Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research in Germany.
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I I ow many people could live on Earth? Many scientists out. PoleStar, the computer simulation that Tellus developed, starts Grazing 26%
have tried to calculate that number, with widely with projections of population and economic growth from United m .
divergent results. Seventeenth-century biologist Nations and World Bank data and then analyzes the effect of different Cropland 12% . . . . . . . . . -
Antonie van Leeuwenhoek put the upper limit at 13.4 billion; in 1967, trajectories on hundreds of parameters, including energy consumption, B c >0,
biochemist C.T. De Wit said one trillion. Population modelers now say land use and pollution. The simulation’s outcomes show that how utit-up 2% 2025 2050 2i00 2025 2050 2100 2025 2050 2100 2025 2050 2100
there is no single answer. The population that Earth can ultimately we shape policy now will determine whether the next century’s
carry, and the quality of life that those people will have, depends on population lives in a pleasant world or one of degradation and scarcity.
political and environmental choices. The Tellus Institute, a nonprofit It's not too late to choose one of the brighter paths, says Richard - ) ‘A’
sustainability-research organization in Boston, has made some of the Rosen, the executive vice president of Tellus, “but you'd have to get PurChaSIng Power (per capita) ater Shortage
most sophisticated predictions yet of how those decisions will play going immediately. There’s no leisurely way.” y \ Up to 50 percent of the population will strugale with "water stress” by 2100
ulation will stru i y !
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Business as usual—the economy available to all social strata will help control ’ ——
grows, technology advances. population growth. Without such measures, ' 200 50% 46%
Poorer regions build up industries, the global population could top 10 billion. o
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