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1 INTRODUCTION
SWIMMING IN THE ANACOSTIA
All over the world, there is renewed attention to 
the importance of water and to urban waterfronts 
as wonderful places for recreation, connection to 
nature, and economic development. Major cities 
have embraced portions of their once forgotten or 
industrial waterfronts and created destinations to 
bring people closer to these natural resources. 

As a world-class city, Washington DC has also 
embraced its rivers as environmental, recreational 
and economic resources. The new Yards Park 
and Wharf developments are great examples of 
this renewed attention to waterfront urbanism. 
Connecting people to the water creates a sense of 
attachment to the waterfront as a place, and fosters 
stewardship of the environment and of aquatic 
resources.

Among the many ways that international cities 
have brought residents and visitors to their 
waterfronts is through the creation of river pools 
- facilities that provide the opportunity for people 
to swim in their rivers. As part of celebrating 
2018 as the “Year of the Anacostia”, the Anacostia 
Waterfront Trust has proposed a vision for creating 
a permanent pool to provide residents and visitors 
the opportunity to swim in the Anacostia River. 

SmithGroup’s urban designers, architects, 
landscape architects, and engineers collaborated 

with the Anacostia Waterfront Trust to analyze 
the feasibility, describe design considerations, and 
examine potential locations for the creation of such 
a facility.

As part of celebrating 
2018 as the “Year of the 

Anacostia”, the Anacostia 
Waterfront Trust has  
proposed a vision for 

creating a permanent pool 
to provide residents and 
visitors the opportunity 

to swim in the 
Anacostia River.

RIVER ENVIRONMENT 
Over the last 30 years, the Anacostia River has 
been transforming into a world-class waterfront. 
The river was neglected and polluted for many 
decades due to industrial waste, agricultural runoff, 
and overflow sewage. However, in recent years, 
the Anacostia River has significantly recovered and 
increasingly attracts both DC residents and visitors 
from all over the region and world. A number 

of ongoing initiatives are focused on restoring the 
health of the Anacostia River. These include:

• DC Clean Rivers Project (DC Water)

• Anacostia River Sediment Project - DC 
Department of Energy and Environment (DOEE)

• Kenilworth Landfill Remediation - National Park 
Service (NPS)

• Poplar Point Remediation DC Deputy Mayor for 
Planning and Economic Development (DMPED)

• Washington Gas Remediation - National Park 
Service (NPS)

• PEPCO Benning Service Ctr. Cleanup (DOEE)

• Washington Navy Yard Cleanup - Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA)

These initiatives, together, with ongoing monitoring 
of river conditions by both government agencies and 
citizen efforts will make it possible to swim in the 
Anacostia River in the foreseeable future. 

NEXT STEPS
This study serves as a launching point for the 
initiative to create a facility to enable swimming 
in the Anacostia River. The information contained 
in this report will serve as background for a future 
process that will engage nearby residents and 
potential users in envisioning the type of facility 
they want, the characteristics and elements, at the 
appropriate location to best serve the community. 
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SWIMMING IN THE ANACOSTIA RIVER
Growing up in a neighborhood close to the 
Anacostia River in the 1950s and ‘60s, Dennis 
Chestnut recalls that during segregation, on hot 
summer days there were only a few swimming 
pools in the city that he and his friends could go 
to, and none on his side of town: 

“My friends and I decided to go to our local 
“swimming hole” in Watts Branch and our 
“beach” on the eastern branch of the Anacostia 
River. Although we had to navigate our way 
through the Kenilworth landfill to get to the 
river to swim, we felt that it was well worth it. 
We felt that it was our local beach! We felt very 
free, as children should feel. We played in the 
river and at the dump until we were discovered. 
We would leave the same way we came in, 
through the streambed of Watts Branch. I was 
fortunate that I was able to learn to swim in 
the river and make it home safely. That was 
not the case for some youth, especially those 
who lived in the Langston and Carver Terrace 
neighborhoods. Some were not so fortunate 
and drowned in the river, mainly on the western 
side where the river was deeper and where 
undercurrents were more prevalent. People 

drowned in the river, which is why our parents 
warned us to stay out of the river.”  

Once Public Accommodations laws were passed 
to desegregate pools, Dennis and his friends 
went to the pool in Anacostia Park: “I leaped at 
the chance to go to a regulation size pool with 
two diving boards, a high dive and a low diving 
board. Once at the pool we were surprised to 
see the white kids get out of the pool when 
we got in, but didn’t mind because it meant 
more jumps off the diving boards with no lines. 
Our return trip home was not so pleasant. 
We had to travel back through the all-white 
neighborhoods near Fort Dupont Park, where 
we were assaulted with rocks and bottles by 
some of the kids who lived there.”

“Although we had to 
navigate our way through the 

Kenilworth landfill to get to 
the river to swim, we felt that 

it was well worth it. We felt 
that it was our local beach!”

Dennis usually gets surprised reactions when 
he tells people that he learned to swim in the 
Anacostia River. He reminds them that when 
John Smith first navigated the river, it was lush 
and abundant with wildlife, with fish literally 
jumping out of the water. Water quality in the 
Anacostia gradually degraded from the 1930s 
to the present as a result of industrial activities, 
runoff from agriculture and development, and 
the combined sewer system. But the Anacostia 
River had other uses:  “The river was used for 
swimming, fishing, boating, and baptisms 

through mid-1960s by the people who lived 
in the communities that bordered the river on 
both sides. But the Anacostia River also divided 
the city in many other ways, especially racially 
and economically.”

Dennis Chestnut is a civic ecologist and 
environmental conservationist, and a lifetime 
resident of Ward 7 in Washington, DC. He has 
been working to restore the health of the 
Anacostia River because, as he explains,
“The quality of life for all of the residents and 
citizens who live, work, play, and pray in the 
communities that border the Anacostia River 
is directly impacted by the condition of the 
natural environment…The condition of the 
river will not improve until the condition of the 
people in those communities improves.”

Dennis strongly supports the creation of areas 
along the Anacostia River where people can 
swim, including swimming platforms and other 
supporting amenities for fishing, recreation, and 
boating. He lauds the efforts of DC Water and 
the DC Department of Energy and Environment 
to clean up the river, the improvements to 
adjoining parklands by the National Park 
Service and the District Government, and 
new waterfront mixed-use development in 
Southeast and Southwest DC: “It is no longer 
the “Forgotten River,” but now has a noteworthy 
designation with 2018 being declared “The 
Year of the Anacostia” by the Mayor and City 
Council and the National Park Service.  This 
is truly honorable, but if the health of the 
Anacostia River is not restored to a fishable and 
swimmable status now for present and future 
generations to enjoy, Shame On Us All!”   



2 WHY SWIMMING?
SWIMMING IS A POPULAR ACTIVITY
Swimming is a popular activity in the District of 
Columbia. According to the 2014 Play DC Vision 
Framework, 

“On a hot, humid DC day, few things can beat 
jumping into the cool water of a swimming 
pool or splash pad. Compared to its peer cities, 
DC has one of the most aquatics facilities 
per capita in the country. Despite this wealth 
of indoor and outdoor pools, residents have 
expressed their desire for more or better 
facilities and more aquatics programs during 
the Play DC planning process.”

The Play DC targets for aquatic facilities call for 
every resident to have access to:
• An indoor pool within 2 miles
• An outdoor pool within 1.5 miles, and 
• A splash pad within 1 mile

The planning process identified the need for a 
Splash Pad in the general area near the Anacostia 
River.

In 2018, the DC Department of Energy and 
Environment (DOEE) conducted the Anacostia 
River Use Survey exploring how the Anacostia 
River is currently used and ideas for its future use.  

In response to the question: “Once quality 
standards for swimming and improvements have 

been made for safe river swimming, how often 
would you swim in the river?”, the majority of 
respondents answered that they would swim once a 
week for 1 hour, followed by once a day for 1 hour.
 
In response to a question about how they would 
want to access the river for swimming, most 
respondents said through a dock or beach, followed 
by in a river pool. In response to a question 
about where they would like to access the river, 
the responses were fairly evenly split, but the 
top three were Kingman Island, Anacostia Park 
upstream of the 11th St. bridge, and Anacostia Park 
downstream of the 11th St. bridge

CORRECTING SWIMMING INEQUITIES 
According to a study by the Department of Health 
and Human Services, there is a low rate of self-
reported ability to swim among African Americans. 
More needs to be done to teach all youth how 

to swim, but especially African American youth. 
The PlayDC Vision document needs assessment 
identified adult and youth learn-to-swim as “top 
priority facilities or programs” for the District. It 
also targets increases in the number of pools and 
aquatic program offerings for all residents.

AN ACT OF SOCIAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE
The idea of an Anacostia River Pool is also 
significant from a social historical perspective. As 
described in Dennis Chestnut’s story, the river 
was often the only alternative for summertime 
swimming for African American children in 
the days of segregation. The idea of creating a 
swimming pool in the river for all to use honors 
those who were directly affected by these inequities.

CELEBRATING OUR RIVER
The health of the Anacostia is steadily improving 
through the efforts of numerous organizations 
and individuals. 2018 is the Year of the Anacostia 
in celebration of the 100th anniversary of the 
establishment of Anacostia Park. DC residents 
should be able to celebrate these milestones and 
benefit in the most natural way possible – by 
feeling safe and invited to jump in the Anacostia 
River on DC’s hot summer days! 
 

“On a hot, humid DC 
day, few things can beat 
jumping into the cool 

water of a swimming pool 
or splash pad.”

-PlayDC Vision Framework
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HAPPY KIDS SWIMMING 
PHOTO

Yards Park. Photo credit: E. Garnaas-Holmes



3 IS THIS REALLY POSSIBLE? 
Q: IS THE WATER SAFE?

A: Yes
Despite its reputation, the water of the Anacostia 
River is often clean, posing no risk to swimmers, 
and is becoming cleaner. Based on available data, 
the Anacostia River is currently safe for swimming 
on certain days out of the year and will soon be 
safe for swimming a majority of days out of the 
year due to significant investments in restoration 
and new infrastructure.  This is possible as a result 
of several completed and ongoing clean-up efforts 
including:

DC Clean Rivers Project 
The Clean Rivers Project is DC Water’s ongoing 
program to reduce combined sewer overflows 
(CSOs) into the District’s waterways - the 
Anacostia and Potomac Rivers, and Rock Creek. 
The project is a massive infrastructure and support 
program designed to capture and clean wastewater 
during rainfalls before it ever reaches our rivers.
 
On March 23, 2018, DC Water’s Anacostia River 
Tunnel, a segment of the Clean Rivers project, 
became operational. During major rain events, it 
collects and diverts sewage and rainwater into a 
new 23-foot diameter 7.7 mile 100-million-gallon 
tunnel system where it is stored and conveyed to 
the Blue Plains Wastewater Treatment Plant. The 
system has thus far exceeded projections. 

Between March and October, 2018, with 
approximately 35 inches of rainfall, 3.34 billion 
gallons of CSOs have been captured and diverted by 
the tunnel. This is an 89% capture rate compared to 
a goal of 80%. In addition, more than 460 tons of 
solids, trash and other debris have been captured. 

The completion of the Northeast Boundary Tunnel 
in 2023 will increase the storage capacity by an 
additional 90 million gallons and is projected to 
further reduce CSOs by 98%. 

State of the River Report Card
For the last 10 years, the Anacostia Watershed 
Society (AWS) has been providing a report card 
evaluating the health of the Anacostia River to 
help create accountability for decision makers 
entrusted with the health of the river per the terms 
of the Clean Water Act. In 2018, the Anacostia 
river received its first-ever passing grade, a D, 
demonstrating a significant improvement over time.

Surface Water Monitoring
The Anacostia Riverkeeper has launched a biweekly 
surface water monitoring program for E. coli 
concentrations from eight sites biweekly on the 
Anacostia River. Through that work, they have 
already documented, despite record breaking 
rainfall, several occasions in 2018 when much of 
the river was safe for swimming. So far the group 
has one year of data and is consistently seeing very 

low (achieving the primary contact standard) E. 
coli levels in the Washington Channel. Although 
not often passing, the sites nearest Kingman Island 
are consistently closer to achieving the standard 
than the upper and lower reaches of the river. The 
Anacostia Riverkeeper posts their information on 
the Swim Guide app and at www.swimguide.org.

2018 Anacostia River Report Card. Source: AWS

YES! 

2018 Anacostia River Report Card trend. Source: AWS
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ARSP Timeline. Source: DOEE

2019
• Remedial Investigation Report
• Feasibility Study Report

2019
• Proposed Plan
• Public Comment Period

December 31, 2019
• Record of Decision

Q: IS THE SEDIMENT SAFE TO TOUCH?

A: The river sediment will soon be remediated.
Anacostia River Sediment Project (ARSP)
The District of Columbia’s Department of Energy 
and Environment (DOEE) is conducting a 
remedial investigation and feasibility study (RI/
FS) of the Anacostia River sediments. The RI 
assesses the nature and extent of pollution in the 
river by sampling river sediment and fish for a 
wide variety of chemicals. As part of the RI, studies 
will also integrate sampling and data collection to 
support the Natural Resources Damage Assessment 
(NRDA) of the river that determines the extent 
and cost of resource injury and restoration, 
and identifies responsible parties liable for its 
restoration. After the RI is completed, the FS will 
evaluate potential remedial actions.

Current Risk
Decades of pollution from bacteria, trash, sediment 
and sewage made the Anacostia River unhealthy 
both for humans and for wildlife. This resulted 
from discharges into the river from industrial waste, 
DC’s combined storm-sewer system, agricultural 
chemicals, landfills and illegal dumping.

Chemicals of concern including Polychlorinated 
Biphenyls (PCBs), polycyclic aromatic 
hydrocarbons (PAHs), dioxin, pesticides, and 
metals are present in the river sediment. Humans 

can be exposed to these chemicals via contact 
with surface sediment and ingestion of fish tissue. 
Those who wade, fish in the river, or work along its 
shoreline are at highest risk.

Possible Solutions
Upon completion of the RI, a FS will be conducted 
to determine the most viable remedial actions. 
Potential solutions that would address different 
sediment conditions include dredging and 
disposing of toxic sediment, capping toxic sediment 
with sand, monitored natural attenuation, and 
institutional controls. These potential methods 
will be combined to remediate sediments of 
concern throughout the river. DOEE will engage 
stakeholders throughout the investigation and 
remediation process so river enthusiasts can plan 
their activities accordingly.  

Timeline for Clean-up
The ARSP was initiated in 2015. DOEE has been 
conducting preliminary assessments and preparing 
the Remedial Investigation and Feasibility Study 
Reports. A proposed plan will be developed and 
provided for public comment in late 2019 with 
a Record of Decision (ROD) that will identify 
the cleanup remedy for the river and outline the 
process for its implementation. The next step will 
be design and engineering of proposed remedial 
actions followed by implementation and long-term 
management of the selected remedy. 
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Trash trap. Photo credit: Anacostia Watershed Society River Boat Skimmer. Photo credit: DC Water

Q: IS THE SURFACE OF THE WATER CLEAN?

A: A swimming facility could feasibly feature a 
surface clear of debris for swimmers.
Floating debris and trash have long been a problem 
in the Anacostia River. In recent years, debris and 
trash have been significantly reduced through 
the use of new technologies and the efforts of the 
Anacostia Watershed Society (AWS), DC Water, 
the Alice Ferguson Foundation, DOEE, and the 
US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) among 
others. 

Debris Removal
USACE operates skimmers which regularly remove 
large debris such as tree branches and logs from 
the river, especially after strong rain events. DC 
Water also uses river boat skimmers to remove 

garbage and debris associated with CSOs. The new 
Anacostia River Tunnel will now contain the vast 
majority of debris and trash from CSOs.

Trash Traps
The District and non-profit partners have installed 
9 trash traps in problem locations including 
tributaries of the Anacostia River to capture and 
remove thousands of pounds of floating trash each 
year. 

Bags and Foam
In 2009, the District enacted a law to address one 
of the largest sources of trash in the river, plastic 
bags. Residents are encouraged to use reusable bags 
for shopping instead of plastic bags or pay a 5-cent 
bag tax. Most of the income from the tax goes to 
the Anacostia River Clean Up and Protection Fund. 

In 2016, the District banned the use of polystyrene 
foam in containers of other food service products. 

These efforts, together with regular community 
clean-up days, raising awareness of the 
consequences of littering and dumping, and 
enforcement of regulations, have resulted in tens 
of thousands of pounds of trash being diverted 
from the Anacostia River. The District will be 
prohibiting single use, non-compostable paper 
straws and stirrers starting in 2019.

Proposed Thames Baths filtration. Source: Thames Baths Lido
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Q: IS THE WATER SAFE EVEN WHEN IT IS MURKY?

A: Turbidity may limit use of a deep pool, but 
filtering options are being assessed.
Turbidity, or the quality of being cloudy, opaque, 
or thick with suspended matter, is a key test of 
water quality. Turbidity is also a measure of water 
clarity. Relatively clear water (low turbidity) is 
necessary for the growth of aquatic plants which 
serve as nurseries and food sources for fish and 
shellfish. DOEE continuously monitors DC’s rivers 
and streams for the following measurements of 
water quality associated with swimming- E.coli, 
pH, and turbidity.

Options for filtration to reduce turbidity could 
consist of both technological and natural systems 
that include: 

• Mechanical under-pool filters similar to those 
employed in traditional pools; 

• Layered filtration fabrics or materials that make 
up the walls of the pool itself; 

• Biofiltration - filters that use living material 
to capture and biologically degrade pollutants 
including rhizofiltration, or the use of 
hydroponically-cultivated plant roots to filter out 
pollutants; and

• Using filter feeding mollusks, such as mussels and 
oysters, that filter pollutants through their gills. 

Mussels are currently being tested as a way to 
improve water quality in the Anacostia River.

These systems are currently being utilized or 
proposed for use in river swimming facilities 
around the world. DOEE is also evaluating the 
appropriate turbidity target by assessing data from 
currently operating harbor pools. 

Q: IS SWIMMING IN THE ANACOSTIA EVEN LEGAL?

A: Yes, it is currently legal for special events, 
and DC agencies are paying close attention to 
the possibility of further changing language 
to support unrestricted swimming in the 
Anacostia river in the future.
A 1971 law prohibited swimming in the District’s 
waters. Improved water quality led the District to 
allow exceptions for special events such as triathlons 
in the Potomac River starting in 2012 contingent 
on testing water quality prior to the event. The 
law was extended to include the Anacostia River 
starting in August 2018. Chapter 11, Water 
Quality Standards, of Title 21 DCMR, Water and 
Sanitation was amended as follows:

1108.2  The Director may issue a decision 
that allows a special swimming event in 
the Potomac or Anacostia River, if:

(a)  A study conducted by the special 
swimming event organizer shows that 

the numeric criteria for Class A listed in § 
1104.8 are being attained; and

(b)  The other provisions of this section 
have been satisfied.

1108.7  The Director shall deny permission 
to swim in the Potomac or Anacostia River 
if the results of the study or the Director’s 
independent investigation indicate:

(a)  The water quality standards are not 
being attained;

(b)  An emergency health hazard caused 
by a hazardous pollutant or    
 condition has occurred; or

(c)  There may be a health risk from a 
known pollution source, including:

 (1)  Combined sewer overflow;

 (2)  Failing sewer infrastructure;

 (3)  Chemical release; or

 (4)  Wastewater treatment discharge.

Q: HOW DOES SWIMMING FIT INTO EXISTING 
PLANS AND POLICIES?

A: In 2008, the District set a goal for a Fishable 
and Swimmable Anacostia River by 2032.
The Anacostia Waterfront Initiative (AWI), 
which began in 2000, was the original catalyst 
for much of the transformation of the Anacostia 
Waterfront that we see today. Led by then Mayor 
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2007 Triathlon swim event in the Potomac River, Washington, DC. Photo credit: Mark Blacknell

Anthony Williams and the District of Columbia, 
government and embraced by 19 regional and 
federal agency partners. The plan’s five principal 
themes include:

• A Clean and Active River

• Breaking Down Barriers and Gaining Access

• A Great Riverfront Park System

• Cultural Destinations of Distinct Character

• Building Strong Waterfront Neighborhoods

Numerous completed and ongoing projects have 
followed the AWI over many years in the interest 
of improving the environmental health of the 
Anacostia River, making it accessible to all DC 
residents, and bringing people close to their river. 
These include: 

2000: Anacostia Waterfront Initiative

2002: DC Clean Marina Partnership

2003: Anacostia Waterfront Framework Plan

2008: Anacostia 2032: Plan for a Fishable and 
Swimmable Anacostia River (DC is on track to beat 
the 2032 deadlines for swimming)

2008: Anacostia River Trash Study

2009: Anacostia River Cleanup and Protection Act 
(DC Bag Law)

2010: Anacostia River Watershed Restoration Plan 
and Report

2014: PlayDC Vision Framework

2017: Kingman and Heritage Islands Park 
Feasibility Study

2017: Anacostia Park Management Plan (NPS)

2018: DC Water Clean Rivers Project Anacostia 
Tunnel completed

2018: 15-year progress report for the Anacostia 
Waterfront Initiative

2018: NPS launching a Development Concept 
Plan for the section of Anacostia Park from 11th 
Street Bridge to CSX Bridge 

2019: Resilient DC will publish DC’s Resilience 
Strategy

2019: NPS is pursuing a Cultural Landscape 
Inventory (to identify what, if anything, is eligible 
for the Historic Register)

2019: NOAA is leading several agencies to 
collaborate on a Natural Resource Damage 
Assessment

2019: Anacostia River Sediment Project will reach 
a Record of Decision, guiding restoration of the 
river bottom over the next several years
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Kalvebod Wave, Copenhagen
Photo credit:  M. St. Leger



4 HAS THIS BEEN DONE BEFORE?
Yes! It has been done elsewhere and could be done in the Anacostia. 

Cities all over the world are restoring and reimagining their once utilitarian or industrial waterfronts. 
New mixed-use development, parks, and public spaces are among the many ways these areas are being 
revitalized, bringing people to the water and promoting environmental sustainability. 

A number of cities have created swimming platforms, or harbor baths, allowing users to swim directly in 
their rivers. There are numerous national and international examples of these structures and projects. Nine 
existing and proposed case studies are described below.

The first of four harbour baths in Copenhagen, 
Islands Brygge was designed by Bjarke Ingels Group 
and opened in 2002. It consists of 5 pools with a 
capacity of 600 people. The pool is designed as part 
of the surrounding city and park extending into the 
water for recreational use. Open spaces surrounding 
the swim area allow swimmers to socialize and 
lounge. The structure is built on floating pontoons 
that allow for easy deconstruction if needed. 

Water quality is continually monitored at all 
Copenhagen harbour baths, and information is 
provided on the web site: http://neworesund.
badevand.dk/. Harbour baths are closed on days 
when water quality does not meet required standards.

HARBOR BATH ISLANDS BRYGGE, Copenhagen, Denmark

YES! 

Photo credit: BIG/JDS Photo credit: Visit Copenhagen.com
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+ POOL, NEW YORK CITY, New York [Proposed]
The Plus Pool is an initiative to bring a floating 
pool to New York City. The 9,300 square foot 
pool will have 4 wings/pools for kids, sports, laps, 
and lounging. It will be filled with water from the 
river cleaned through a layered filtration system. 
Approximately 600,000 gallons/day would be 
cleaned. The project is promoted as a bottom-up 
approach to cleaning the river and raising awareness 
about the importance of water quality issues.

HARBOR BATH SLUSEHOLMEN, Copenhagen, Denmark
Harbor Bath Sluseholmen opened in 2011 and was 
designed by Kasper Danielsen Arkitekter. It consists 
of four pools: a children’s pool, a youth pool, and 
two pools for exercise and diving. Its shape is 
inspired by corals and it is surrounded by a lagoon-
like area within the new Sluseholmen neighbor-
hood in Copenhagen.

Photo credit: M. St. Leger

Source: pluspool.org
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FLOATING POOL, BASSIN-DE-LA-VILLETTE, Paris, France
The floating modular pool project in Bassin-de-
la-Villette was created as part of the Paris Plages 
initiative in response to an increased demand for 
safe swimming in Paris. Three pools of different 
depths allow swimming in river water. Water 
quality is continually monitored by a control 
survey station in Pantin. Swimming is banned 
when abnormalities are found. The pool deck is 
finished with wood composite planking and can 
be dismantled at the end of the summer season 
and reinstalled during at the beginning of the next 
season.

CHARLES RIVER BASIN POOL, Boston, Massachusetts [Proposed]
The vision for this proposed project is “To build 
a safe, fun, and accessible permanent swimming 
facility in the Charles River to be enjoyed by 
everyone”. Three concepts were developed as part of 
the study for this facility including an olympic-size 
floating, temporary facility at the end of a dock; 
a floating, seasonal installation with deep swim 
and shallow swim areas; and a permanent pool 
surrounded by a boardwalk, floating marshes, and 
an amphitheater with steps to the water.

Source: Charles River Conservancy

Photo credit: dockmarine-europe.com
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SEEBAD ENGE, Zurich, Switzerland

YARRA RIVER, Melbourne, Australia [Proposed]

The health resort of Seebad Enge in Zurich, 
Switzerland features a pool that brings swimmers to 
lake Zurich in warm weather. The facility consists 
of an open pool with direct access to the lake, as 
well as a deck and diving board. This facility is 
intended primarily for the use of adults. 

Improvement of water quality in lake Zurich has 
been a focus since the mid-1970s at which time 
water treatment reduced pollutants including 
phosphorus, E. coli, chemical and biological 
contaminants. The lake, now clean, provides 70 
percent of the city’s drinking water.

Envisioned by a passionate team of Melburnians, 
the Yarra Pool in Melbourne, Australia is part 
of an initiative to bring people back to the 
Yarra River. The pool is designed around 5 core 
principles including: health and wellbeing; place 
and community; sustainability, environment 
and heritage; economy, jobs and innovation; and 
strategic alignment.

Photo credit: bandedecoquinsPhoto credit: Seebad Enge

Source: yarrapools.com
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The proposed Thames Bath in London consists of 
a series of natural swimming baths which can be 
replicated and licensed in cities across the UK and 
worldwide. This includes a lap pool, a plunge pool, 
and a kids pool. Thames water is heated and filtered 
through a bespoke filtration system. The facility’s 
design and integrated vegetation allow it to blend 
in with its natural environment.

THAMES BATH, London, England [Proposed]

This 2,600 square meter floating pavilion in 
Gibraltar is part of an activity park designed for 
a range of recreational and leisure activities. The 
floating elements include four swimming pools, 
one with a jump tower; two outdoor exercise parks; 
a kids’ play park; a Parkour park; and a climbing 
wall in the shape of the iconic Rock of Gibraltar. 
It is complemented by a land-based boardwalk, 
sunbathing area, outdoor bar, changing room and 
green parks.

FLOATING POOLS AND ACTIVITY PARK, Gibraltar [Proposed]

Source: Marinetek.net

Source: thamesbaths.com
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Source: Google Earth
Pool, Bassin-de-la-Villette, Paris 
Source: .parisetudiant.com 



5 WHAT COULD IT LOOK LIKE?
Based on initial conversations with the District 
Department of Energy and Environment, the 
National Park Service and the Anacostia Waterfront 
Trust, as well as visits to and research on existing 
or proposed river pools or harbor baths, including 
those described in Section 4, and ideas generated 
by the consultant team, the following potential 
program elements could be part of a future 
Anacostia River Pool: 

ANACOSTIA RIVER POOL PROGRAM ELEMENTS
Water Experience
One or more of these:

• Shallow wading pool and/or splash pad (The 
PlayDC Master Plan identified a splash pad as 
a need in this area)

• General swimming area: 4-9 feet deep

• Lap pool

• Diving area

Other possible water experiences:

• Water slides

• Water sports

• Water exercise

• “Beach”

• Diving board/jumping area

Pool Deck
• Pool deck with space for walking and lounging

• Lifeguard facilities

• Restrooms/showers/changing rooms (these could 
also be on adjacent land) 

Optional Program Elements:
• Additional swimming pools or water experiences 

suitable for narrower sections of the river.

• Reception/Ticketing booth (these could also be 
on adjacent land)

• Shade structure

• Integrated vegetation

• Space for sunbathing, food trucks, picnics, etc. 
on nearby lawn area 

• Use of sustainable design elements such as 
photovoltaics or green roofs, use of recyclable or 
reusable materials

• Natural filtration and other ecological 
enhancements

Other Design Considerations:
• Capable of hosting other kinds of events during 

non-pool hours such as concerts, movie nights or 
fitness classes.

• Capable of accommodating space for kayaks or 
paddleboards

• Phaseable in case full funding is not available 
immediately

• Pool or components could be moved to different 
sites along the Anacostia River if needed during 
sediment remediation

• Integrated shoreline restoration or ecological 
enhancement

• Floating and/or fixed elements

Accessibility
• Accessible by pedestrians, cyclists, and drivers

• Accommodating of all ages, economic 
circumstances, and abilities

POTENTIAL DESIGN STRATEGIES 
In order to fully understand the potential of 
a pool for swimming in the Anacostia River, 
SmithGroup held a firm-wide concept design ideas 
competition open to all 1300 of our employees. 
The competition generated creative and innovative 
ideas which inform this study for a future Anacostia 
River Pool. Blind entries were submitted and 
evaluated by a jury. Selected illustrative graphics 
from the design ideas submitted are shown on the 
next pages to illustrate design considerations.

The final program of elements and other design 
considerations will be determined through a public 
process in collaboration with community members 
and stakeholders. 
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WHAT COULD THE SWIMMING EXPERIENCE BE LIKE?
A variety of types of swimming or water experiences 
could potentially be included:

General Swimming Pool
A general swim area would be shallow at one end 
and deep at the other to accommodate recreational 
swimmers of all sizes, ages, and abilities.

Jump/Dive Pool
An area could be included to provide the 
opportunity for jumping and diving into deep 
water.

Shallow Wading Pool
A shallow wading pool would provide young 
children and families with opportunities to 
experience the water without having swimming 
experience. A splash pad, as called for in the Play 
DC Vision Framework, could be included.

Lap Pool
A lap pool could be included to provide 
opportunities for aquatic exercise or competitive 
swimming.

Special Water Activities
Other areas could include activities such as 
slacklining, “mushrooms”, water fountain jets, 
slides, or structures to climb and jump from. 

Integration of Wetlands or Vegetation
Vegetation, including natural wetlands could be 
integrated into the design of the pool’s swimming 
or water experience. This would provide the added 
benefit of being a natural filter.

Swimming areas should include ladders or gently 
sloping surfaces for ease of entering and exiting the 
pool.

General Swim Area - SmithGroup concept Lap pool  with integrated vegetation- SmithGroup concept

Splash pad - SmithGroup concept

Shallow wading pool - Islands Brygge Harbor Bath
Source: Marinetek.net
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Shallow wading area - Sluseholmen Harbor Bath

Jumping platform - Kalvebod Wave Harbor BathGeneral swim Area - Bassin-de-la-Villette

Slacklining - Kalvebod Wave Harbor Bath
Photo credit: M. St. Leger Photo credit: M. St. Leger

Photo credit: M. St. Leger
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WHAT COULD THE POOL DECK INCLUDE? 
The deck surrounding the river pool could be 
designed in a variety of ways. It would also contain 
a number of facilities and different uses.

Deck Structure
The pool deck could be a floating pontoon type 
of structure, or could alternatively be a dock-like 
structure, anchored with underwater infrastructure. 
The structure could be removable for the winter 
or be installed as a permanent element. Vegetation 
could be integrated into the deck area so soften the 
hardscape and provide some cooling. 

Reception and Ticketing
A reception area with ticket booth could be part 
of the deck structure or could be located on land 
adjacent to the pool.

Lifeguard Station
Lifeguard stations would be located adjacent to the 
different swimming areas. 

Changing Facilities
Restrooms/showers/changing facilities could be 
integrated into the deck or provided on land  
adjacent to the pool. 

Walking and Seating Areas
The pool deck would have amples space for walking, 
seating such as deck chairs, and sunbathing.

Shade Structure
Parts of the pool deck could be open to the sky or 
covered to provide shade from the sun. 

Water Sports
Space for kayaks, stand-up paddleboards or 
paddleboats could be adjacent to the pool deck.

Shade Structure  - SmithGroup concept Floating deck structure - Bassin-de-la-Villette

Floating deck structure - Bassin-de-la-Villette. Photo: dockmarine-
europe.com
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Pool Deck - SmithGroup concept

Deck and lifeguard Station - Islands Brygge Harbor Bath. Photo credit: M. St. Leger 

Reception and changing facility - Sluseholmen Harbor Bath. Photo: M. St. Leger

Paddleboats near Bassin-de-la-Villette, Paris. Photo credit: dockmarine-europe.com

A Feasibility Study for a Swimming Facility in the Anacostia River 25 What Would It Look Like?25



WHAT FACILITIES COULD BE ON ADJACENT LAND?
Certain landside facilities will be important to 
accompany and support the pool. These could 
include: 

Reception and Ticketing
A reception area with ticket booth could be on land 
if not integrated into the pool design.

Changing Area
Restrooms/showers/changing facilities could be 
provided separately on land if not integrated into 
the pool design.

Lawn
A lawn areas for picnics and sunbathing, or even 
camping could be located near the pool.

Picnic Area and Concessions
The design could provide space for food trucks, 
concessions and picnic tables. Temporary beach, Paris

Playground
Hardscape areas could include playgrounds, and 
parking for bicycles, food trucks, and cars. 

Fitness/Exercise Facilities
Space and exercise equipment or fitness stations 
or a fitness course could be provided to encourage 
other forms of exercise near the pool.

Beach
A temporary or permanent man-made beach could 
be created on land adjacent to the pool structure. 
Sand could be brought in and removed once the 
season is over.

Bicycle and Car Parking
Parking for bicycles and cars could be provided at 
the site.

Food truck. Photo: M. St. Leger Playground and picnic area. Photo: M. St. Leger 

Dock area for lounging and sunbathing. Photo: M. St. Leger 

Islands Brygge pool and adjacent lawn area. Photo: BIG/JDS 
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HOW COULD SUSTAINABILITY BE INTEGRATED?
Sustainability can be integrated into many elements 
of the river pool. Elements could include green 
roofs and photovoltaics on the built structures, 
and the use of recycled materials for architectural 
elements. 

Sustainable landscape features could include 
integrated vegetation which can contribute to 
filtering water. Other natural filters could include 
mussels or rhizofiltration. Additional ecological 
enhancements could include nearby shoreline 
restoration and the creation of riparian buffers. 
Detailed design could incorporate and improve the 
existing sea wall along the Anacostia River.

Rhizofiltration. SmithGroup concept

Barrier keeps out motorized traffic and floating debris, Paris Vegetated edge, proposed Charles River pool, Boston. Source: Charles River Conservancy
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COULD THE POOL HOST OTHER ACTIVITIES?
The river pool could accommodate other activities 
and uses during swim hours, as well as during non-
swim hours and other seasons. Ideas include kayak/
boat rental/launch; sports, such as water-polo or 
kayak-polo; fitness classes such as yoga or tai-chi; 
concerts; movie nights; or art installations. 

During the winter, shallow parts of the pool facility 
could potentially be designed to be convertible to 
skating areas. These other uses could help generate 
revenue for upkeep of the pool facility as well.

Art - plus pool

Winter activities-SmithGroup concept

Water sports area. Photo: M. St. Leger 

Integration of kayaking facilities - SmithGroup concept

Yoga on the deck before/after swim hours. Photo: Seebad Enge

NY Plus Pool as art. Source: pluspool.org
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WHAT ELSE SHOULD BE CONSIDERED?
Design of a future river pool should take into 
consideration phaseability, modularity, movability, 
and accessibility. Pool elements could be phased 
in over time if full funding is not immediately 
available. The pool could be modular, to provide 
flexibility in assembly or changing out of programs. 
Depending on river conditions, it may be necessary 
to establish the pool at one location then move it to 
another. Movability - SmithGroup concept

Phaseability - SmithGroup concept Modularity - SmithGroup concept

A Feasibility Study for a Swimming Facility in the Anacostia River 29 What Would It Look Like?29



Anacostia aerial view. Photo by E. Garnaas-Holmes



Where Would It Go?

Eight potential sites were studied to determine 
their viability as sites for the Anacostia River Pool:

Near Diamond Teague Park 

Along Poplar Point

Adjacent to the 11th Street Bridge Park

Near the Anacostia Park Pool

Near the Anacostia Park Playground

Near the Anacostia Park Roller Rink

Kingman Island near Benning Road

Kingman Lake

Kenilworth north of Watts Branch

The study examined the overall context including 
site history, land use, connectivity, parks and open 
space, bathymetry, and environment. More detailed 
analysis of each site, including waterway and 
landside conditions, follows, as well as assignment 
of the potential types of swimming facilities that 
could be appropriate for each site. While this 
section examines the attributes of specific locations 
for the Anacostia River Pool, additional water 
access options more suitable for narrower sections 
of the Anacostia River may be evaluated in follow-
on studies.

6 WHERE COULD IT GO?
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old surveys of the area included the words Anna 
Kastia. In 1800, his maps referred to the river as the 
“Eastern Branch or Annakastia.”

1800-1892 Physical and Chemical Changes
In 1800, the US government moved to L’Enfant’s 
newly planned city and established its commercial 
and ceremonial waterfront on the Anacostia. 
However, erosion and sediment from upstream 
cultivation and human and animal waste was 
rapidly filling in the deep natural channel and tidal 
wetlands. By 1840, the Anacostia channel had to 
be closed to water commerce, and flooding became 
common. During the Civil War, the former tidal 
wetlands became breeding grounds for mosquitoes 
and flies, causing many public health concerns.

1892-1942 The Grand Anacostia Water Park
In 1892, the US Army Corps of Engineers Corps 
responded to the Anacostia’s disappearing channel 
by dredging and filling near the river’s mouth. Six 
years later, they suggested that the Anacostia’s filled-
in mudflats could become a public park. In 1901, 
the McMillan Commission was established and 
was charged with comprehensively planning a new 
federal park system. 

Frederick Law Olmsted, the Commission’s 
Landscape Architect, envisioned the Anacostia as a 
placid body of water surrounded by picnic grounds, 
and in 1918, Congress officially designated the new 
land along the river as Anacostia Park. President 

SITE HISTORY
Early History
The Anacostia River wetlands originally supported 
a variety of plants, marine life, and mammals. 
The lower Anacostia basin was home to native 
Americans known today as “Nacotchtanks.” With 

the European arrival, the Nacotchtanks were 
expelled and the river became known as the Eastern 
Branch of the Potomac. In the 1790s, the river 
played a huge role in the selection of the site for 
the new capital. Andrew Ellicott discovered that 

Source: Anacostia Waterfront Trust
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Roosevelt later transferred control of DC’s parks to 
the National Park Service (NPS).

1966-1976 Beautification and Recreation
By the mid-1960s, multi-family housing was 
developed east of the Anacostia. As racial tensions 
and urban unrest swept the capital city, national 
leaders struggled to keep the peace. Longstanding 
concerns about adequate recreational outlets 
resurfaced. Anacostia Park, close to new housing, 
was a focus.

Despite many efforts including a NPS management 
plan based on Lawrence Halprin’s recommendation 
“that the Anacostia parklands be developed to 
their highest recreational potential both for 
local and citywide use”, little of significance 
was implemented. In 1972, Olmstead’s great 
waterpark idea was resurrected by the National 
Capital Planning Commission (NCPC), this time 
as a series of clean water lagoons for swimming 
and fishing with “park bridges” and boardwalks 
in between. The NPS later developed recreation 
projects including a roller skating pavilion, a 
softball field, basketball courts, play and picnic 
areas.

1997 – 2007  Extending the Legacy to the 
Anacostia Waterfront Initiative 
The mid-1990s, environmental groups brought 
lawsuits demanding plans to control combined 
sewer overflows and stormwater runoff. In 2000, 

Mayor Anthony Williams created the “Anacostia 
Waterfront Initiative.” Numerous workshops, 
charrettes and public meetings were held in nearby 
neighborhoods. The District later implemented 
some of the “waterpark” elements in the AWI 
Framework Plan. “Boathouse Row” was transferred 
to the District, and a new rowing center was built. 
The Yards Park later incorporated prominent 
water features, opened a canoe, kayak and SUP 
concession, and planned a new marina.

Today
The District and its neighboring Maryland counties 
have made significant commitments to reducing 
Anacostia River sewage and stormwater pollution, 
driven by the federal Clean Water Act and state 
and local laws. DC Water is implementing the 
DC Clean Rivers project, eliminating nearly all 
CSOs, significantly improving river water quality 
through underground storage tunnels. DOEE is 
studying how to clean up or isolate legacy toxics in 
the river bottom and on the shores in the Anacostia 
River Sediment Project. The river and parks have 
seen increased use for recreation, but swimming 
and fishing are the last big frontier or problem to 
be addressed. Soon residents will be able to wade, 
float, swim, paddleboard, canoe, kayak, sail and fish 
in the waters of a clean Anacostia River. 

Photo credit: E. Garnaas-Holmes
History source: Anacostia Waterfront Trust
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LAND USE AND ZONING
Site 1 is close to the Nationals baseball stadium 
and Yards Park mixed-use neighborhood. Sites 2 
through 6 are adjacent to Anacostia Park, which 
is managed by the National Park Service. These 
locations are very close to the Anacostia, Fairlawn, 
Dupont Park, and Greenway neighborhoods 
which are primarily residential. Sites 7 and 8 are 
adjacent to Kingman Island, the Mayfair residential 
neighborhood, as well as the future mixed-use RFK 
Stadium campus redevelopment and sports fields. 
Site 9 is near the Kenilworth and Eastland Gardens 
neighborhoods.
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ACCESSIBILITY AND CONNECTIVITY
Site 1 is accessible by the local street grid. Sites 2 
through 6 are close to residential neighborhoods, 
but the Anacostia Freeway (Rt. 295) presents a 
significant physical barrier to good connectivity to 
Anacostia Park. There are underpasses at Howard 
Rd. SE, Good Hope Road SE, and Nicholson St. 
SE. Sites 7 and 8 at Kingman Island are accessed 
from Benning Road, or through the island, via 
the Anacostia Riverwalk Trail. Site 9 is near the 
Parkside development and is accessed from Deane 
Ave. NE or from the Anacostia Riverwalk Trail. 

A water taxi stop is located near the Yards Park and 
Nationals Stadium. Water taxi routes are planned 
to expand along the Anacostia in the coming years.
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PARKS AND OPEN SPACE
Site 1 is near Diamond Teague Park which connects 
the Yards Park to the Nationals baseball stadium. 
Sites 2 through 6 are adjacent to Anacostia 
Park with access to large green spaces, trails, 
and playing fields. Sites 7 and 8 are adjacent to 
Kingman Park and the Anacostia Riverwalk Trail 
that connects DC to Bladensburg, Maryland. A 
number of playing fields are planned as part of 
the redevelopment of the RFK stadium campus 
redevelopment. Site 9 is adjacent to the Kenilworth 
Aquatic Gardens and informal playing fields along 
the Anacostia Riverwalk Trail.
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BATHYMETRY
Decades of runoff and sedimentation have created 
less than desirable water depths in the Anacostia 
River. TetraTech’s 2013 bathymetric survey of the 
river shows that the river depths range in elevation 
from approximately 0 to -6 meters (0 to -19.7 
feet). Sites 1, 2 and 3 are the deepest, while Sites 4 
through 9 are very shallow.

River width is another issue that will affect location 
of a future swimming facility. Widths upstream of 
Site 6 will only accommodate small facilities and 
must accommodate some small boating activities.
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Source: Anacostia River Bathymetric Survey 2013 Technical 
Memorandum, by TetraTech for DOEE
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1 2 3

4
5

6

ROWING RACE COURSES
The Anacostia River is a venue for a number 
of rowing events and regattas hosted by groups 
including the Capital Rowing Club (CRC), DC 
Strokes, National Capital Area Women’s Paddling 
Association (NCAWPA), and a variety of local high 
schools. Rowing and paddling are present along 
near Sites 1-6. Conflicts between a future river 
pool and the rowing courses are not anticipated. 
However, consultation with these organizations is 
recommended before a final site for the river pool 
is selected. NCAWPA currently hosts 3 events each 
season. Two are for outrigger canoes. One is for 
dragon boats. CRC hosts Head of the Anacostia  
regatta annually. These rowing and paddling events 
are likely to increase in coming years. DC has 
proposed legislation for a new agency that manages 
all the competing river uses under the proposed 
Waterways Management Act.   

FEDERAL NAVIGATION CHANNEL
The federal navigational channel (FC) in the 
Anacostia is managed by the USACE, though no 
maintenance dredging has been conducted since 
2000. DOEE and DOI have approached USACE 
to establish dredging depths based on the intended 
uses of the river.  The existing FC is 24 feet deep 
from the mouth of the Anacostia to the Sousa 
Bridge and for Washington Channel, with varying 
widths (400 to 200 feet wide). Upstream of the 
Sousa Bridge the FC is 8 feet deep by 60 feet wide.  

Source: Capital Rowing Club website
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Wetlands map. Source: DOEE

Floodplain map. Source: disb.dc.gov
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FLOODPLAINS AND WETLANDS
Land adjacent to all potential locations lies within 
the 100-year floodplain. Wetlands are present along 
the shorelines of Sites 2, 3, 4, 8 and 9.
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Where Would It Go?

Site 1 - NEAR DIAMOND TEAGUE PARK
Diamond Teague Park is a new 39,000 sq. ft. 
waterfront public plaza with public piers for a water 
taxi stop, and canoe, SUP, and kayak rentals. This 
potential river pool location is along the Capitol 
Riverfront, adjacent to many active and amenitized 
areas including the Nationals Baseball Stadium 
and the Yards Park. New mixed-use (multi-family, 
restaurant and retail) development has been built 
or is under construction immediately north of this 
site.
A positive aspect of this site for a future river pool 
is the existing public pier that the future pool 
could attach to. This could help get the pool in 
place before other sites would be ready. It could 
later be moved to the east side of the Anacostia 
to a permanent location. The main concerns with 
this site are the potential conflict with the water 
taxi stop, and the distance from this location to 
neighborhoods east of the river. In addition, the 
Frederick Douglas bridge is being replaced and is 
expected to be completed in late 2021. The river 
depth should be sufficient in this area without 
dredging. 

Anacostia River

Poplar Point

Frederick Douglas Bridge

Diamond Teague Park

Nationals 
Baseball 
Stadium

Yards Park

DC Water

B

Opposite: Views of the Anacostia River at Diamond Teague Park. 
Photo credits: A, B, C: M. St. Leger; D: E. Garnaas-Holmes
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Where Would It Go?
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Where Would It Go?

Site 1: NEAR DIAMOND TEAGUE PARK                                               
CONNECTIVITY

Proximity to Adjacent Neighborhoods Walking: 3 min. + Bicycling: 3 min + Driving and Parking: 5 min +

Access Access via First Street SE and Potomac Ave. SE.  Navy Yard Metro Station is 0.3 miles away.

LANDSIDE FACILITIES

Open Space/ Green Space Very small amount of green space, some hardscape

Parking There are parking structures serving the Nationals baseball stadium

Restroom/Changing Facilities No existing facilities

Future Development Additional mixed-use development envisioned for parts of Capitol Riverfront.

WATERWAY

Federal Channel ~400 feet from shoreline

Bathymetry ~7 feet. Tides will increase depth by ~3 feet. 

Rowing Conflicts
Rowing and paddling courses present along this stretch of shoreline, however the river is wide so con-
flicts are unlikely.

Boating Conflicts Potential to conflict with existing water taxi stop due to noise and fumes.

ENVIRONMENT

Wetlands None

Contamination Soil studies may be have been conducted with new development. Waterside conditions known via ARSP.
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2

Source: DOEE
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Where Would It Go?

Poplar Point is the current location of the National 
Capital Parks-East and U.S. Park Police Park 
Police headquarters. It is an environmentally 
contaminated area which is slated to be remediated, 
then redeveloped with a mix of uses and parks 
and open spaces in the future. The shoreline 
appears devoid of any vertical sheeting or wall 
which presents an opportunity for restoration or 
enhancement in conjunction with a river pool 
project. Advantages of this location are that it 
is among the deepest sites, and has the fewest 
potential conflicts with rowing events. However, 
the distance of this site from existing residential 
neighborhoods, together with the unknown 
nature and length of time required for landside 
remediation of Poplar Point could significantly 
delay the creation of the river pool.  

Site 2 - ALONG POPLAR POINT

Source: DC Atlas

Anacostia River

Anacostia Park

Navy YardYards Park

Opposite: Views of the Anacostia at Poplar Point. Photo credits: A: 
E. Garnaas-Holmes, B: Google Earth; C, D: M. St. Leger
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Where Would It Go?

Site 2: ALONG POPLAR POINT                                                               

CONNECTIVITY

Proximity to Adjacent Neighborhoods Walking: 10 min. + Bicycling: 5 min. + Driving and Parking: 5 min +

Access Accessible from the Anacostia Metro Station, Howard and Good Hope Roads SE, and Anacostia Drive SE.

LANDSIDE FACILITIES

Open Space/ Green Space Currently consists of scrubby trees and shrubs, no lawn. However, space exists for creation of a lawn area.

Parking ~ 16 existing spaces at the Point.

Restroom/Changing Facilities No existing facilities.

Future Development Future Poplar Point mixed-use development envisioned for the area

WATERWAY

Federal Channel ~ 200 feet from shoreline

Bathymetry ~ 10 feet deep. Tides will increase depth by ~3 feet. Some deposition in this area, likely from a CSO.

Rowing Conflicts Rowing and paddling courses are present along this stretch of shoreline but not likely to be a conflict

Boating Conflicts Not likely to conflict with motor boats or water taxi

ENVIRONMENT

Wetlands Present along shoreline

Contamination Landside contamination under investigation by DOEE and NPS.  Waterside contamination known via ARSP.
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2

Source: DOEE
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Where Would It Go?

The 11th Street Bridge Park, anticipated to open 
in 2023, will be DC’s first elevated public park 
located on the old bridge piers spanning the 
Anacostia River. A new venue for recreation, 
environmental education and the arts, it will 
provide pedestrian connectivity between the west 
and east sides of the river. Plans include a boat 
landing near the southwest side of the bridge which 
should be accounted for in a potential river pool 
design. Design and fundraising phase are currently 
underway.

There are may activities taking place at this 
location. The rowing and paddling course moves 
closer as it passes under the bridge and seems 
to coincide with the southern boundary of the 
federal navigation channel. This is a deep site at 
approximately 10 feet at low tide. The shoreline 
was previously more formalized as a seawall, but is 
degraded. This location is also a good opportunity 
for restoration or enhancement in conjunction with 
the design of a river pool.

Site 3 - 11TH STREET BRIDGE PARK

Anacostia River

Anacostia Park

Navy Yard 11th Street Bridges

Rendering of Future 11th Street Bridge Park

Rt. 2
95

Future 11th Street Bridge Park

Source: DC Atlas

Opposite: Views of the Anacostia River near the future 11th Street 
Bridge Park. Photo credits: A, C: M. St. Leger; B: Google Earth; D: 
BridgePark.org
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Where Would It Go?

Site 3:  ADJACENT TO THE 11TH STREET BRIDGE PARK            
CONNECTIVITY

Proximity to Adjacent Neighborhoods Walking: 5 min. + Bicycling: 3 min + Driving and Parking: 5 min +

Access Accessible from  Good Hope Road SE and Anacostia Drive SE

LANDSIDE FACILITIES

Open Space/ Green Space
Lawn area adjacent to Bridge Park may be encumbered by DC Water tunnel drop shaft. Lawn area further 
west is behind metal levee

Parking No existing parking

Restroom/Changing Facilities No existing facilities

Future Development Future development planned for Poplar Point and MLK Gateway nearby

WATERWAY

Federal Channel ~ 150 feet from shoreline

Bathymetry ~ 10 feet deep. Tides will increase depth by ~3 feet

Rowing Conflicts Rowing and paddling courses are present along this stretch of shoreline but not likely to be a conflict

Boating Conflicts Not likely to conflict with motor boats or water taxi

ENVIRONMENT

Wetlands None

Contamination Existing landside contamination unknown. Waterside contamination known via ARSP.
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Source: DOEE
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Where Would It Go?

Site 4 - NEAR THE ANACOSTIA PARK POOL
The Anacostia Park Pool lies in the center of an 
established sports and recreation area that includes 
a public pool with clubhouse and changing rooms, 
a tennis courts, playground, informal playing 
fields, and parking. This site is heavily used by 
community members, especially on weekends. The 
existing facilities at the Anacostia Park Pool could 
either make this site appealing for a river swimming 
facility, as a contrast to the existing in-ground pool, 
or could make this site questionable. Water depths 
are also shallow in this location and some shoreline 
restoration may be needed.

Anacostia River

Anacostia 
Park Pool

Boathouse Row

Southeast Boulevard

Rt. 2
95

Source: DC Atlas

Opposite:  Views of the Anacostia River near the Anacostia Park 
Pool. Photo credits: A: M. St. Leger; B, C: E. Garnaas-Holmes; D: 
Google Earth
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Where Would It Go?

Site 4: NEAR THE ANACOSTIA PARK POOL                                       
CONNECTIVITY

Proximity to Adjacent Neighborhoods Walking: 10 min. + Bicycling: 5 min + Driving and Parking: 5 min +

Access
Accessible from existing pedestrian bridge to the south, from Pennsylvania Ave. SE and 11th St. SE via 
Anacostia Drive SE

LANDSIDE FACILITIES

Open Space/ Green Space Open lawn areas on either side are currently used as playing fields 

Parking Approximately 130 existing parking spaces would be shared with pool, tennis court and fields users

Restroom/Changing Facilities Available at the Anacostia Park Pool

Future Development No future adjacent real estate development envisioned for the area

WATERWAY

Federal Channel ~ 150 feet from shoreline, biased toward the north side of the river.

Bathymetry ~ 4 feet deep.  Tides will increase depth by ~3 feet. Outfall appears to have created a sandbar.
Rowing Conflicts Rowing and paddling courses present along this stretch of shoreline but not likely to be a conflict.

Boating Conflicts Across from working marina, but not likely to be a conflict with motor boats. No conflict with water taxi.

ENVIRONMENT

Wetlands None

Contamination Landside conditions unknown. Waterside conditions known  via ARSP.
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Source: DOEE
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Where Would It Go?

Site 5 - NEAR THE ANACOSTIA PARK PLAYGROUND
This location is currently a popular gathering, 
playground and picnic area with a small existing 
parking lot, restrooms and large open lawn areas. It 
is easily accessed from the adjacent neighborhood 
via Nicholson Street. Water depths are extremely 
shallow at this location, such that dredging would 
likely be required.

This location may be ideal for a family-focused 
“splash pad” structure, which is already extremely 
popular with neighborhood families, rather than a 
deep or lap pool. Such a facility could potentially 
require the expansion of the existing parking lot.

Anacostia River

Anacostia Park

Sousa Bridge

Boathouse Row

Anacostia Community Boathouse

Rt. 2
95

Source: DC Atlas

Opposite: Views of the Anacostia River near the Anacostia Park 
playground. Photo credits: A, B: E. Garnaas-Holmes; C: M. St. Leger; 
D: Google Earth
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Where Would It Go?

Site 5: NEAR THE ANACOSTIA PARK PLAYGROUND                    
CONNECTIVITY

Proximity to Adjacent Neighborhoods Walking: 5 min. + Bicycling: 3 min + Driving and Parking: 5 min +

Access Access from Nicholson Street SE via Fairlawn Ave. SE and Pennsylvania Ave. SE

LANDSIDE FACILITIES

Open Space/ Green Space Large adjacent lawn areas

Parking 33 existing spaces would be shared with playground users

Restroom/Changing Facilities Small existing restroom structure

Future Development No future adjacent development envisioned for the area

WATERWAY

Federal Channel ~ 900 feet west of site

Bathymetry Shallow, ~2 to 6 feet deep

Rowing Conflicts
Rowing and paddling courses are closest of all sites at around 150 ft. Potentially restrictive in terms 
of pool size.

Boating Conflicts No likely conflicts

ENVIRONMENT

Wetlands None known

Contamination Landside conditions unknown. Waterside conditions known via ARSP.
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Source: DOEE
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Where Would It Go?

Site 6 - NEAR ANACOSTIA PARK ROLLER SKATING PAVILION
The Roller Skating Pavilion in Anacostia Park is a 
popular attraction and offers free skate rentals for 
DC residents. It is also the only roller skating rink 
in the city. The District of Columbia Government 
and the NPS are currently proposing to relocate 
the U.S. Park Police facilities currently located at 
Poplar Point to the field north of the roller rink. 

As a potential swimming facility location, positive 
aspects of this site include ample parking, restroom 
facilities on site, green space. Complimentary 
events and activities could take place at the 
pavilion. The disadvantages of this site include 
the sediment accretion from the combined sewer 
outfalls, and potential conflicts with the existing 
boat launch. In addition, the orientation of the 
boat passage at the railroad bridge has the potential 
to create conflicts with boat navigation. The water 
depth on the west side of the river is very low in 
this part of the river, so boats need to use the east 
side of the river, which could be the location of a 
pool.

Anacostia River

Anacostia Community Boathouse

CSX Bridge

Source: DC Atlas
Opposite: Views of the Anacostia River near the Anacostia Roller 
rink. Photo credits: A, B, C: M. St. Leger; D: Google Earth
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Where Would It Go?

Site 6: NEAR THE ANACOSTIA PARK ROLLER SKATING PAVILION           
CONNECTIVITY

Proximity to Adjacent Neighborhoods Walking: 10 min. + Bicycling: 5 min + Driving and Parking: 5 min +

Access Access via Nicholson Street SE at Anacostia Drive SE

LANDSIDE FACILITIES

Open Space/ Green Space Large adjacent lawn areas

Parking Approximately 380 spaces surrounding pavilion

Restroom/Changing Facilities Available on site

Future Development No future adjacent development envisioned for the area

WATERWAY

Federal Channel Presenton east side of river

Bathymetry
~ 9 feet deep, narrow channel would likely require dredging, may create potential for conflict, deepest 
part of the channel is on the eastern side.

Rowing Conflicts Site is near ACBA and along the rowing course near the  finish line, creating some potential for conflict.

Boating Conflicts Proximity to Seafarers Yacht Club and the existing boat launch may be a conflict at this location.

ENVIRONMENT

Wetlands None known

Contamination Landside conditions unknown. Waterside conditions known via ARSP.
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Where Would It Go?

Site 7 - KINGMAN LAKE
The US Army Corps of Engineers created Kingman 
Lake in the early 1900s by dredging the Anacostia 
River in order to create a navigational channel 
originally intended for commercial purposes. 
The dredged material became the land that forms 
Kingman and Heritage Islands, and today, this 
110-acre artificial lake in the Anacostia River is 
managed by the District of Columbia through an 
agreement with Living Classrooms, a nonprofit 
organization.

Kingman Lake lies between the two islands and is 
accessed by a wooden bridge that brings visitors to 
from trails adjacent to the RFK stadium parking 
lots to the west. These lots are currently under 
construction and will be replaced with sports 
playing fields. While Kingman and Heritage Islands 
are enjoyed primarily for their natural character 
and passive recreation, the new sports fields will 
make this a more active recreation area, of which a 
swimming facility could become part. In addition, 
a floating environmental laboratory is part of the 
DOEE master plan for the island, and could be 
located on the edge of Kingman Lake.

Aerial view of Kngman Lake. Source: DC Atlas

Opposite: Views of Kingman Lake, and the planned floating 
environmental laboratory. Photo credits: A: KingmanIsland.org; B: 
Katja Schulz; C: Google Earth; D: DOEE
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Where Would It Go?

Site 7: KINGMAN LAKE                                               

CONNECTIVITY

Proximity to Adjacent Neighborhoods Walking: 10 min. + Bicycling: 10 min + Driving and Parking: N/A

Access Access via  the Anacostia Riverwalk Trail

LANDSIDE FACILITIES

Open Space/ Green Space Consists of trees, shrubs, and wetlands. No lawn area.

Parking No existing parking

Restroom/Changing Facilities No existing facilities

Future Development Future mixed-use development is planned for the nearby RFK stadium site including sports fields

WATERWAY

Federal Channel Not present in the area

Bathymetry Extremely shallow ~2 feet, and narrow

Rowing Conflicts Competitive rowing course not present. Some practice and recreational rowing takes place in this area.

Boating Conflicts None. This area is not accessible to motor boats.

ENVIRONMENT

Wetlands Reconstructed wetlands are found in this area. 

Contamination Landside conditions unknown. Waterside contamination known via ARSP.

8

7

Source: DOEE
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Where Would It Go?

Site 8 - KINGMAN ISLAND NEAR BENNING ROAD
Kingman Island is one of two islands in the 
Anacostia built from material dredged from the 
Anacostia River. The island is popular for nature 
walks, educational programs for local youth, and 
hosts an annual bluegrass festival. This potential 
river pool location could be used by the non-
profit Living Classrooms organization as part of its 
educational programming. A future ranger station 
is planned to be located on the island. 

The island is accessible from Benning Road and 
from the Anacostia Riverwalk Trail. A school and 
recreation center with fields are located on the east 
side of the river at this location. This site may be 
subject to fewer restrictions or regulations since it 
is not federal land, as with other sites. In addition, 
a river pool could be combined with a naturalized 
shoreline in this area. The main disadvantages 
of this site are the shallow river depth due to 
sedimentation, and the narrowness of the river. It 
is also distant from most of the activities that take 
place throughout Anacostia Park.

Benning Road

Kingman Island

Source: DC Atlas
Opposite: Views of the Anacostia River near Benning Road. Photo 
credits: A: E. Garnaas-Holmes; B, C, D: Google Earth
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Where Would It Go?

Site 8: KINGMAN ISLAND NEAR BENNING ROAD                         
CONNECTIVITY

Proximity to Adjacent Neighborhoods Walking: 10 min. + Bicycling: 10 min + Driving and Parking: 10 min +

Access Access via Benning Road SE and the Anacostia Riverwalk Trail

LANDSIDE FACILITIES

Open Space/ Green Space No existing lawn area

Parking Very few existing parking spaces off Benning Road

Restroom/Changing Facilities
No existing facilities. Planned facilities included in Kingman Island and Heritage Island Planning and Fea-
siblity Study Act of 2016.

Future Development No adjacent development planned except for future Living Classrooms Environmental Education Center

WATERWAY

Federal Channel Present in this area. Authorized configuration is 60 feet wide and 8 feet deep.

Bathymetry Depth is 6-8 feet. Large area of sediment deposition south of Benning Rd. bridge. Channel is narrow. 

Rowing Conflicts Competitive rowing course not present. Some practice and recreational rowing takes place in this area.

Boating Conflicts This area is not accessible to motorboats south of the CSX bridge, but is to motorboats from Bladensburg.

ENVIRONMENT

Wetlands Present along shoreline

Contamination Landside conditions unknown. Waterside conditions known via ARSP.
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Where Would It Go?

Site 9 - KENILWORTH NORTH OF WATTS BRANCH
Kenilworth Park was once a municipal open 
air landfill starting in 1942 until it was closed 
and capped in 1970. Remediation work on the 
site began in the 1990s. The Northern half of 
Kenilworth Park will be transferred to the District 
of Columbia from the National Park Service upon 
full remediation of the site. Several District agencies 
are currently working with local residents and non-
profits to develop a community-based vision for 
the future of Kenilworth Park North. A swimming 
facility could be located upstream of where Watts 
Branch empties into the Anacostia River.

The river is narrow in this location, and a pool 
could create conflicts with rowers. DDOT is 
planning a bridge to the Arboretum which may 
constrict this area further.

Source: DC Atlas
Opposite: Views of the Anacostia River north of  Watts Branch. 
Photo credits: A: E. Garnaas-Holmes; B, C, D: Google Earth
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Source: Google Earth
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Where Would It Go?

Site 9: KENILWORTH NORTH OF WATTS BRANCH                                               
CONNECTIVITY

Proximity to Adjacent Neighborhoods Walking: 5 min. + Bicycling: 5 min + Driving and Parking: 5 min +

Access Access via Deane Ave. SE  and the Anacostia Riverwalk Trail

LANDSIDE FACILITIES

Open Space/ Green Space Large lawn/green space 

Parking No existing parking

Restroom/Changing Facilities No existing facilities

Future Development
Future development of open space and recreational facilities is possible in this area. The proposed plan 
for remediation of Kenilworth Park will be released by NPS in 2019.

WATERWAY

Federal Channel Present in this area. Authorized configuration is 60 feet wide and 8 feet deep.

Bathymetry ~7 feet deep. Channel is narrow. 

Rowing Conflicts Competitive rowing course not present. Some practice and recreational rowing takes place here.

Boating Conflicts This area is not accessible to motorboats south of the CSX bridge, but is to motorboats from Bladensburg.

ENVIRONMENT

Wetlands Wetlands are present on the eastern part of the river along this shoreline

Contamination Landside environmental contamination is present in this area. Waterside conditions known via ARSP.

9
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Anacostia River. Photo credit:  M. St. Leger



7 CONCLUSION
The chart below is a summary evaluation of the 
sites studied relative to the suitability of potential 
types of swimming experiences to those sites, and 
desirable characteristics of the sites to support a 
future swimming facility.  

Swimming experience types for each site were 
evaluated based on current site water depths and 
width. Future dredging of key locations in the 
Anacostia related to remediation activities, could 
make certain sites more suitable for some swim 
experiences. Landside characteristics were evaluated 

Low/Poor

Medium

High/Good

Anacostia River 
Swimming Facility

Swimming Experiences Landside Characteristics

Shallow 
wading pool/

splash pad

General 
swim 
area

Lap 
pool

Jumping 
area

Deep 
dive 
area

Lack of 
conflicts 

with other 
river users

Proximity 
to neigh-
borhoods

Pedestrian, 
bike/car 

access

Existing 
support 
facilities

Site 1 Diamond Teague Park

Site 2 Poplar Point

Site 3 11th Street Bridge Park

Site 4 Anacostia Park Pool

Site 5 Anacostia Park Playground

Site 6 Anacostia Park Roller Rink

Site 7 Kingman Lake

Site 8 Kingman Island

Site 9 Kenilworth

based on current site infrastructure. A future 
swimming facility could require additional landside 
support facilities beyond what is currently in place.

Swimming in urban rivers is becoming increasingly 
commonplace around the world as cities restore the 
health of their waterways. With significant cleanup 
efforts currently underway, swimming in the 
Anacostia River is indeed feasible and will become 
entirely possible in the coming years. There are 
several viable locations and a number of potential 
solutions to make some form of swimming safe, 

fun, and accessible. A future Anacostia River 
swimming facility will be an active and visible sign 
of the river’s health, and a celebration of the joy of 
swimming for all Districts residents.
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