
 

Derrick L. Williams, PhD aka “Prof. D” and the "Blue-Collar-Scholar" is an activist-academic, communication 

specialist and experienced college student-programs developer. Inspired by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. while 

growing up in the small coal-mining town of Graysville, just outside of Birmingham, Alabama, he has been 

speaking to audiences since the age of four. Derrick comes from a humble working-class family, son of an iron 

worker and daycare child educator. As a first-generation college student, he started his educational journey 

at a community college and has never forgotten the professors there who inspired and influenced him. He 

would go on to receive his PhD in Communication Studies from Southern Illinois University at Carbondale, 

where his research combined studies in critical race theory, gender, progressive masculinities, mentoring and 

grassroots community organizing. At Southern Illinois University, he held affiliated-faculty status in Women, 

Gender and Sexuality Studies, Black American Studies, Health Education, and Communication Studies 

departments where he taught several courses on gender, race, class, sexuality, sports, and media. 

Additionally, Derrick served as the assistant director for the Center for Inclusive Excellence at Southern Illinois 

University where he assisted with the daily operations of the Black, LGBTQ, Women, and Latinx resource 

centers. He has 20 years of experience teaching undergraduate and graduate courses at: University of 

Northern Iowa (UNI), Southern Illinois University (SIU), John A. Logan College (JALC), Case Western Reserve 

University (CWRU), and Cuyahoga Community College–Metropolitan campus (Tri-C) where he currently 

teaches in the communication studies department. Recently, he received tenure and was promoted from 

associate professor to full professor by the Tri-C board of trustees. Derrick was recognized as a 2017-2018 

nominee for the Outstanding Teaching Award by the Ohio Association of Two-Year Colleges. In 2019, he was 

awarded Tri-C’s Ralph M. Besse Excellence in Teaching Award in addition to being recognized by Ohio 

Magazine for Excellence in Education. In 2020, he received the League for Innovation in the Community 

College’s Teaching Excellence award. Derrick is involved with several innovative teaching projects in the 

humanities, from grade school to graduate courses. As a 2019-2020 recipient of the inaugural Jack, Joseph 

and Morton Mandel Humanities faculty fellowship, Derrick designed a curriculum for K-12 students that 

teaches public speaking skills by examining the rhetoric of Carl B. Stokes and his historical mayoral tenure as 

the first Black mayor of a major U.S. city. Working closely with Cleveland Humanities Collaborative (CHC), a 

partnership between Tri-C and CWRU, he has been involved with two CHC projects. In Fall 2019 and 2020 he 

was selected to co-teach a graduate seminar course titled Teaching Careers at Community Colleges designed 

to give CWRU graduate students in the humanities, arts, and humanistic social sciences an introduction to 

community college teaching. During Summer 2020 he co-facilitated CHC’s 3rd annual Reading Social Justice: 

The Anisfield-Wolf Book Awards seminar, which focused on historian Eric Foner’s award-winning book The 

Second Founding. Derrick is currently working on three writing projects: Comic Communicator, Speech is My 

Hammer, a book that combines rhetoric and music theories as methods for learning public speaking 

techniques, and Sojourning Masculinities, which surveys Black masculinities within four generations of 

Southern men. Community involvement is central to Derrick as he spends his free time coaching in the 

Cleveland Heights youth recreational basketball league, along with developing afterschool enrichment 

programs for grade schools focusing on the art of public speaking. 


