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Growth
"I embrace challenge and each day look for 1% 

improvement in all areas of my life"

MISSION 
To mentor and educate the next generation of great African 
leaders, society-changers, and footballers.  
 
UBUNTU VALUES
i.  Growth
ii.  Honour
iii.  Excellence
iv. Family
v. Positivity

on the cover

Meet Vusumzi Plamana. At 9-years-old, he lost 
both of his parents, forcing him to move from the 
Eastern Cape to Cape Town. Fortunately for Vusi, 
his story didn’t end there. 
 
He was 11-years-old and spoke very little English 
when he joined Ubuntu in 2014. He came from a 
disadvantaged community and was playing for a 
local soccer team when we invited him to trial. 
When Vusi joined the Academy, he moved in with 
a host family and eventually the Ubuntu House, 
enrolled in one of our partner schools, and began 
to flourish in every area of his life, including the 
soccer pitch.
 
His passion for working hard and bettering 
himself earned him two call ups to the U17 
National Team, representing SA on the largest 
platform for his age. He also won excellence 
awards in six subjects at school last year.
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THANK YOU

This is the first ever Ubuntu Football Academy 
Magazine. It is an annual publication gifted to 
partners and supporters with the intention of 
sharing our stories from Cape Town, South Africa. 
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Welcome
W O R D S  B Y  C A S E Y  P R I N C E  A N D  M I C H A E L  J E N K I N S
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60% of children 
in South Africa 
are growing up 
without a father 

in the home. 

WHAT WE DO



History

Although Apartheid ended more than 20 years ago, recovery from its systemic racial 
discrimination is a difficult and on-going process. Apartheid literally means 

“apartness” and was a system of government implemented in South Africa between 
1948 and 1994 that separated people according to race in every aspect of daily life, 
entrenching white minority rule and discriminating against non-white population 

groups.

W O R D S  B Y  L O U W R E N S  S C H E E P E R S
H O U S E  P A R E N T  A N D  M E N T O R ,  M O R E  L O V I N G L Y  K N O W N  A S  “ D A D D Y  L O U W ”  T O  T H E  B O Y S  
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FOOTBALL
feature

The game of football is always changing. The way it looks now is quite different to how it will 
look in 10-15 years time.  As a developer of future high level football players, we must constantly 

address the question: what will be the demands of a future footballer? 
Our philosophy and approach is structured, yet innovative and creative, utilizing the great 

minds of our forward thinking coaching staff.  At the youngest ages, developing the right culture 
and an excellent training mentality has to be foundational in order to build from there. 

W O R D S  B Y  D A V E  W A T E R S ,   A C A D E M Y  T E C H N I C A L  D I R E C T O R



Mindset, Determination, and Obvious 
Talent: Fleurs Becomes First 
Graduate to South Africa’s Top Flight 

“We’ve been proud to be a part of his journey since he joined us as a 12-year-old; we’re excited 
to see him take this next step with SuperSport, and I have no doubt he will excel in the PSL, and 

hopefully eventually open doors to European football, which I know he aspires to," 
Michael Jenkins, Executive Director of Ubuntu.

W O R D S  B Y  S T E N N E T T  S M I T H
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THE VALLEY BOY WHO IS 
TURNING HEADS IN THE NFD
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ACADEMY SCHOOL
feature

In January of 2017, we opened the doors to the Ubuntu Academy School. One of our focuses is 
quality education, and after success with partner schools and tutoring programs, we decided the 
next step was to create an environment for learning that is positive, stimulating, encouraging, 
and most of all, safe. There are currently 51 learners enrolled in our school, ranging from grade 

six to grade nine, with the addition of a new grade six class each year. Our goal is to one day 
educate every boy who is a member of Ubuntu Football Academy. There are six teachers and 

three administrators operating and overseeing the school, and they each work to contribute to 
an overall academic growth, as well as confident, well-educated learners. At Ubuntu, our values 
are the foundation of every choice we make, and together we have an opportunity to encourage 

growth and excellence. 

W O R D S  B Y  S T E N N E T T  S M I T H
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Meet the Twins

Meet Okuhle and Buhle Majavu. Their 
journey with Ubuntu only began last 
year, but they have already grown so 
much. Our coaches saw these two 
brothers playing in Site C of 
Khayelitsha when Okuhle scored a hat 
trick, assisted by his brother Buhle. 
After one day of watching the way the 
twins played and carried themselves, 
we knew it would be a positive fit. 
Coach Dave extended the invitation to 
Football Forward, and from there they 
were asked to come and trial. The 2018 
trial year was quite competitive, and it 
was obviously a package deal with 
twins. After getting to know Buhle and 
Okuhle through Football Forward and 
the u11 team, it was impossible not to 
have them join the Ubuntu Football 
Academy. I sat down with Okuhle and 
Buhle to talk about year one. 

W O R D S  B Y  S T E N N E T T  S M I T H
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O M :
S S :

S S :  S t e n n e t t  S m i t h
O M :  O k u h l e  M a j a v u
B M :  B u h l e  M a j a v u
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“ T h e y  w a n t  t o  d o  w e l l ,  a n d  
t h e y  w a n t  p e o p l e  t o  b e  

p r o u d  o f  t h e m .   T h e y  e a c h  
h a v e  a n  e x c e l l e n t  w o r k  

e t h i c  i n  t h e  c l a s s r o o m ,   a n d  
e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e y  t h r i v e  
i n   d i f f e r e n t  s u b j e c t s ,  i t  

i s   e v i d e n t  t h e y  b o t h  h a v e  
a   d e e p  d e s i r e  t o  l e a r n . ”  

 
A b b y  W e l c h

G r a d e  6  T e a c h e r

B M :
  S S :



Embracing the Dream
 W O R D S  B Y  S T E N N E T T  S M I T H

 "Luto Tom lives and breathes the world of soccer, and his enthusiasm is contagious throughout 
the whole team. He is a special player who will continue to develop, and we have high aspirations 

for his next step.” —Coach MacRae, Iowa Lakes Men's Soccer.  
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OUR RESIDENCE
feature

The Ubuntu House officially opened in 2015 and originally housed 14 players during the week, 
usually because they lived lived too far away to travel for practice. We had a few boys who needed 

extra nutritional support or supervision as well. Mid-year in 2017, we expanded the residence 
with the addition of four converted shipping containers, complete with dorm space, a bathroom, 

a small kitchen, and a common living area. This has allowed the house to accomodate 24 boys. 
Just IMAGINE living with 24 boys, ageds 11 to 18. This absolutely wouldn’t be possible without 

our amazing staff. 

W O R D S  B Y  S H A W N  B U C K
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IT’S THE FREEDOM THAT 
CHANGES EVERYTHING 

"It feels fun, and it feels 
like home. I just feel 

free,” Bongani said as a 
huge smile spread across 

his face.
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CHARACTER
feature

“Instilling these values into the boys is of the utmost importance, as we believe 
that if they grab hold of and implement a value such as integrity, we will see 

them take great strides in their leadership,” Jon Armogam, grade 7 teacher and 
coach.

W O R D S  B Y  D A V E  W A T E R S
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This was our first ever outreach trip, an 
amazing and life-changing experience. Seven 
of our boys, our house parents the Scheepers, 
and Coach Keegan Davids made the journey. 
During the day, our team ran a soccer clinic and 
at night they played matches. There were about 
50 refugee boys from the ages of 8-12 who 
attended the clinics, and matches were played 
against a u18 Syrian refugee team. It was 
remarkable to see football transcend language, 
uniting our boys, and the Syrian boys they met. 
Our team left asking one question: could 
friendship change the world? We hope you are 
inspired by these reflections from Shagon, 
Tino, Ridhaa, Khanyile, Taariq, Tevin, and 
Yorick.
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U B U N T U  C R O S S E S  B O R D E R S



Carl Van Rensburg

“Don’t limit yourself! You 
can’t throw all of your eggs in 
one basket. You just can’t 
because anything can happen. 
Like see, most of the boys in 
my age group went to various 
avenues, so it’s difficult 
because there’s only a small 
portion that’s gonna make it 
as a professional footballer. 
You have to think outside 
football as well. There’s a life 
after football.” 

 
 
W O R D S  B Y  S H A W N  B U C K
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Impact Report 
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6 
Grads Playing

Professionally 

95 
Players in the

Academy 

70 
Students in

Education Program 

28 
Boys in the

Residence 

8 
Grads Studying 

in USA 

11 
Grads Pursuing

Tertiary Education 

Academy  

Pathways 

Sociologists say a person will influence over 10,000 
people during their lifetime.* 

We would love for our players to become the next great soccer star or world- 

renowned businessman, but our real hope for our impact is that they will use their 

influence and platform to be a positive role model and leader for their communities. 

*https://www.johnmaxwell.com/blog/leading-a-life-of-intentional-influence/ 



Letters from Our Board 

I’ve had the privilege on being part of the Board of 
Trustees of the Ubuntu Football Academy, right 

since inception in 2011, and it’s been an incredible 
journey of faith and growth.  It’s been amazing to 

see the initial small group of 16 boys grow into a 
large, boisterous family of nearly 100.  We’ve seen 
two hours of coaching daily grow into a full-time 

school program. We’ve seen young rascals come 
into the family, each with their own unique spark 
of life, hopes, personalities, and rough edges too, 

and we’ve watched them grow up into amazing 
young men, university students, professional 

footballers, and men of character.  I can’t wait to 
see what the years ahead hold, and I want to thank 
each person whose support has made this journey 

possible.  Stay on this journey with us – you are 
making a profound and lasting difference.. 

One of the first things you notice about the boys 
who enter Ubuntu is the light in their eyes.  If you 
follow Ubuntu on Instagram or Facebook, then 
you know what I’m talking about. These are eyes 
full of hope and vision for a better future. Ubuntu 
Football Academy faithfully honors and serves 
those dreams as well or better than any 
development academy in South Africa. Ubuntu 
offers so much through its holistic approach.  By 
developing the whole person—through elite 
soccer training, education, life skills, leadership, 
and discipleship—Ubuntu is producing not just 
premier soccer talent, but future leaders and role 
models in communities across South Africa. 
 
Ubuntu has come so far since its founding in 2009, 
but as our footprint has grown, so too have the 
financial realities -- they are stark. The launch of 
the Ubuntu Academy School, expansion of 
boarding facilities, and broadening of the soccer 
offering have all raised the financial bar.  Your 
donations go towards making sure that the boys 
have the education, mentorship, soccer training, 
and loving environment that they need to fulfill 
their full potential. 
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South African Rand (ZAR) 

United States Dollar (USD)*** 

*Financial year runs from March to February (Ex: 2013= March 2012 to February 2013) 
**2019 is our proposed budget from January 2019 to December 2019 
***Exchange rate is 1 ZAR to 0.073 USD as of November 30th, 2018 

For our financial statements, please visit www.ubuntufootball.com/financials 



Okay, so this is our first ever Ubuntu Magazine. First. Ever. We hope it has taken you from 
your comfy chair, your desk, or wherever you might be reading, and launched you into all 
that is happening in and around Ubuntu Football Academy.  Our vision? Something similar 
to an annual report, but at the same time, more exciting and engaging. We were inspired by 
the Bible Project Quarterly, so we have to give them some credit. www.TheBibleProject.com 
 
We have been looking into creative ways we can help our Ubuntu family feel more connected 
to the boys and their daily lives. Specifically, we wanted something tangible, something you 
can hold. We have been crafting this magazine for you.  This is just one way we want to say 
thank you for investing in our family in such an amazing way. We hope you enjoy it.  

T H A N K  Y O U    

O U R  S P O N S O R S  
It takes a village to make this thing 
work. Simply put, we couldn't do it 
without our amazing sponsors. They 
keep us running throughout the year, 
and we are so grateful.  We hope each 
and every one of you have enjoyed this 
highlight of the projects you have 
helped fuel.  
 
We love our amazing family and the 
relationships have with each of you. We 
can't wait to see how we can continue to 
work together to empower our boys, in 
2019 and beyond! 
 
Creative Brands in Cape Town helped us 
create this magazine, and we are forever 
grateful to them for making it possible. 
If you are in Cape Town and have 
promotional, branding, or printing 
needs, we highly recommend their 
work. Check them out at 
www.creativebrands.co.za. 



We worked for several months gathering 
content. We talked to our boys, our staff, and we 
really attempted to capture our heart at Ubuntu. 
Here are some photos of us working on the 
project.  


