
RIDGEWOOD ART INSTITUTE
REOPENING COVID-19 HEALTH POLICY

EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 6, 2020

The Board of the Ridgewood Art Institute (“RAI”) has enacted the following mandatory Policy,
effective September 6, 2020, with the hope of protecting RAI members and members of the public
(collectively “Guests”) in the use of the RAI property (the “Barn”). This Policy also applies to RAI Board
members, Instructors, cleaning personnel, and other independent contractors of RAI (collectively “Staff”).
The Board has consulted and incorporated practices recommended by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, the National Endowment for the Arts, the State of New Jersey, the Bergen County Health
Department, and multiple similar organizations.

RAI anticipates re-opening in stages, both in order to assure that attendance is kept within reasonable
parameters and to assess the compliance with our Policy. RAI reserves the right to amend its Policy as may
be prudent to account for local and regional circumstances, new learning, and our experience at the Barn.

1. OUR PROCEDURES
a. POLICY. This Policy will be available on our website, at all entrances, and in the Barn. The

Board will update and adapt its Policy as appropriate.
b. STAFF. All Staff must abide by the Policy in their interactions with Guests. The Board will

be in frequent contact with Staff to assess compliance and procedures for your and their safety.
c. CLEANING AND SANITIZING. RAI has arranged for thorough regular cleaning (soap and

water) and sanitizing (use of EPA-approved disinfectants) of all areas of the Barn. Depending
upon the level of use, it is anticipated that cleaning will be done weekly, and sanitizing will be
done daily, particularly for frequently-touched surfaces such as railings, doorknobs, light
switches, table and counter tops, phones, toilets and sinks, etc.

d. VENTILATION. RAI has reviewed and improved its HVAC and fan systems to allow for
enhanced filtering and increased circulation, particularly for exhaust.

e. IN EVENT OF EXPOSURE. 
i. Upon being informed that a Staff member or Guest has tested positive for COVID-19,

RAI will immediately review the situation and respond appropriately.  In doing so, RAI
will consider and weigh the need for: temporary closure; informing all members and/or
those present at the same time as Guests who have tested positive; instituting contact
tracing; conducting enhanced cleaning and sanitizing on premises; and such other
measures as may be warranted. 

ii. Any Staff person who has tested positive for COVID-19 agrees to refrain from entering
the Barn and/or conducting in-person classes for no fewer than 14 days from the date of
testing positivity.

f. NO GUARANTEES. RAI does not, and cannot, warrant or guarantee that no Staff or Guest
will contract COVID-19 while at RAI. Instead, as with any responsible public facility, RAI
states that it will abide by recommended practices and guidelines to help prevent potential
communication and spread of the virus. If you have any concerns about your heightened risk
or the adequacy of our precautions, please contact us and/or avoid coming to RAI until your
concerns can be addressed.



2. ADMISSION TO RAI
a. SELF-CHECK. All Guests are asked to refrain from entering RAI, and to seek medical

assistance, if (1) they have been diagnosed with COVID-19 or are experiencing any symptoms
commonly associated with COVID-19; or (2) they have any family members or close associates
who have been so diagnosed or are presenting symptoms.

b. SIGN-IN AND CONTACT TRACING
i. Before entering the Barn, you will be asked to respond truthfully to several questions

about your exposure and health status, and your compliance constitutes your
representation that you are not experiencing symptoms or present heightened risk.

ii. You will also be asked to submit to a contactless temperature check and, if your
temperature exceeds criteria, you will not be permitted to enter the Barn.

iii. We will ask for your contact information upon entry. This is for everyone’s safety,
including yours, in order to be able to contact you in the event that someone in the Barn
on that day reports to us that they have tested positive for COVID-19. 

iv. We strongly encourage you to contact us if you have visited the Barn and later discover
that you have tested positive for COVID-19, in order that we can let others at the Barn
on the same day take appropriate precautions.

v. NO use will be made of this information for any other purpose. IN NO EVENT(unless
required by Court Order) will RAI disclose your name or identify you to others, or
disclose that you have tested positive for COVID-19. The sole purpose is to alert others
to the potential need for them to be tested or take further precautions.

c. MASKS OR FACE COVERINGS:  GUESTS AND STAFF WILL NOT BE ALLOWED
ENTRY TO THE BARN UNLESS WEARING A SUITABLE MASK OR FACE
COVERING. A “suitable” mask is one which a Staff member approves, such as: a multiple
layer disposable, fabric or composite mask; an N95 or other medically-approved mask; or other
similar device. Per CDC guidelines, ANY mask with exhalation valves or vents (even N95
masks with such) is not acceptable.  Per the Duke University study, bandanas, gaiter-type
coverings, and knitted or single-layer masks are not acceptable. By entering the Barn, you agree
that you will continue to wear the mask or face covering over your nose and mouth for the
entirety of your stay at the Barn and that if you remove the mask or face covering, you will
leave the facility voluntarily. No exceptions to the mask/face covering requirement are
accepted. 

d. MODELS. Art models will not be required to wear masks only while modeling, but will be
required to wear masks at all other times. Models will be required to observe social distancing
rules at all times, heightened to 8 feet when not wearing a mask.

e. OPEN STUDIO TIME.  As it is not possible to effectively monitor the use of open studio
time among all members, such time will be suspended for all Members until further notice.

3. CONDUCT INSIDE THE BARN
a. CAPACITY. Until further, notice, the maximum attendance within the Barn, which normally

has a capacity of 200 or more people, will be 50 people. The maximum attendance in the
following areas, at one time, will be as follows:
i. East and West Studios – 12 persons each for classes
ii. East and West Galleries – 8 persons each
iii. Foyer and Central Gallery – 2 persons each
iv. Kitchen and Restrooms – 1 person each
v. Upstairs Break Room – 2 persons
These capacity numbers may be adjusted, e.g., Gallery capacities may be temporarily increased
(but within prevailing guidelines) during an exhibition IF the Studios are not in use.



b. SOCIAL DISTANCING
i. Studios. Easels will be spaced at least six feet apart to maintain social distancing during

classes, workshops, and open studio time.
ii. Galleries. Guests of the Galleries will be asked to proceed through each gallery in a

counter-clockwise fashion, to maintain one-way traffic flow and encourage social
distancing. Floor areas will be marked to assist with traffic flow.

iii. Traffic. While moving throughout the Barn, all Guests and Staff are asked to maintain
six-foot buffers of space between themselves and others.

c. HAND SANITIZING/WASHING. All persons using the Barn are strongly encouraged to
frequently use approved hand sanitizers (>60% alcohol content) and/or wash hands frequently,
including upon entry to the Barn. Hand sanitizer will be made available at entrances and exits,
and in each Studio. Handwashing with antibacterial soap may be done in the restrooms.

d. MONETARY TRANSACTIONS. Instructors are encouraged to accept online payments from
Guests, or in lieu thereof may accept payments by check or in exact cash amounts. Transactions
involving the giving of change to Guests are strongly discouraged.

e. FOOD AND BEVERAGES. No common food or beverages will be served by RAI. Guests
may bring beverages or snacks for personal consumption, but are strongly encouraged not to
share those items with other Guests while in the Barn.

4. CONDUCT OUTSIDE THE BARN
a. GENERAL. When in the Parking Lot and other outside areas, masks are not required but

strongly encouraged. Social distancing of six feet or more is strongly encouraged and, if one
or more persons are not wearing a face covering, social distancing is required.

b. PLEIN AIR WORKSHOPS OR OTHER EVENTS. At RAI-sponsored outdoor events on
RAI property, social distancing, face coverings, hand sanitizing, and all other interior
requirements remain in force.

5. DISPUTES
a. CONTACT US. This Policy has been adopted by the Board to facilitate use of the Barn in a

collegial and safe fashion. If you have questions about this Policy, please contact any Board
Member by e-mail or phone.

b. RESOLUTION. We hope that any disagreements can be resolved amicably at the Barn
between Guests and Staff, and if not, by having Staff contact an RAI Board Member “on call”.
We expect that if you are not willing to comply with the requirements we have set forth for
everyone’s protection, you will abstain from attending, or leave, the Barn until conditions
change. Please contact your regular Instructor to inquire about continued online class options. 

Dated: September 6, 2020

/s/ Carl Holst                       
President, Ridgewood Art Institute        


