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What?
Shelby Holmes likes to use big words. As you read, write down any words you don’t 
understand. Then, look up the meanings.

Who? Why?
Who are Shelby and Watson’s main suspects? Why do they seem suspicious? What 
could have been their motivation (the reason they’d want to take Daisy)?

How?
How does Shelby come to a conclusion about who took Daisy? What were the 
specific clues?

_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________

_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

• Watson starts by saying, “Every writer needs a good story to tell.” Why does Watson 
think he doesn’t have anything to write about?

• When we first meet Shelby Holmes, she is able to deduce that Watson’s mom served in 
the army in Afghanistan and had an injury. How is she able to make those deductions?

• While Watson tags along with Shelby on her “rounds,” he notices that everybody in 
their Harlem neighborhood knows her—she’s even offered free pizza. Why is Shelby 
so well-known where they live?

• Watson is hesitant to unpack boxes in his new home. Why is he struggling to adjust 
to this new life? How does he feel about his parents’ divorce?

• When Watson tries to hang out with Shelby for the second day in a row, she snaps 
at him and asks, “Watson, what is it that you want?” Why does Shelby automatically 
assume that Watson wants something from her?

• When Shelby and Watson arrive at the Lacys’ apartment to investigate the case of the 
missing dog, Daisy, Shelby tells Watson and Tamra to pretend that they’re just friends. 
Why is Shelby so uncomfortable being undercover as a “friend”? 

• The Lacys have a second dog, Roxy. Shelby finds Roxy’s behavior when Daisy 
disappears as “curious.” What didn’t Roxy do when Daisy was taken? What does 
Shelby think this means?

• We meet the three Lacy children: Tamra, Zareen, and Zane. What is their relationship 
with one another? Which siblings are close? Which are competitive?

• When they’re questioned about where they were when Dasiy was taken, what are 
Zareen’s and Zane’s alibis?
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• How did Shelby know the Lacys’ dog trainer, Mr. Emerson, was in Cozumel, Mexico?

• Watson generally has an easy time making friends whenever he moves with his family, 
but being in New York City has made it more difficult. What are the differences 
between living on an army post and living in Harlem? Why is Shelby so reluctant to 
be Watson’s friend? What does Watson think about being friends with Shelby? Why is 
he concerned that he may be using her?

• Watson and his mother go over to Shelby’s apartment to have dinner with her family. 
Are Mr. and Mrs. Holmes similar to or different from Shelby? In what ways? What is 
Shelby’s brother, Michael, like?

• Shelby tells Watson about her brain attic. What is a brain attic? What kind of items 
does she put there? What topics would you like to store in your brain attic?

• Shelby warns Watson: “You want to know why it’s not a good idea to make friends, 
especially ones involved in a case? Because it can cloud your vision.”  Why does she tell 
him this? Which of the suspects is Shelby referring to? Why does Watson not want to 
think about them taking Daisy?

• Don’t just see, observe is one of the most important parts of being a detective, according 
to Shelby Holmes. What did Shelby see at Pawesome Pooches that Watson missed?

• Who did you think took Daisy? When did you reach that conclusion? What clues led 
you to that person?

• Why is it so hard for Watson when he finds out who really took Daisy? What is his 
relationship with the dognapper?

• How has Shelby and Watson’s relationship changed between the book’s beginning and 
its end?


