
HB 3/SB 233 would end the sale of all flavored 
tobacco in Maryland, including but not limited to 
electronic smoking devices, menthol cigarettes, 
flavored cigars, and smokeless tobacco.

Electronic smoking devices, 
often called e-cigarettes or vapes, 
deliver aerosolized or vaporized 
nicotine that is inhaled. 

Flavored tobacco products lure kids into a life-long 
struggle with tobacco addiction. How? They become 
hooked on tobacco products targeted to them in 
flavors like mint or menthol, gummy bear, and 
cotton candy. Electronic smoking devices, often 
called e-cigarettes or vapes, deliver massive doses of 
nicotine, a highly addictive drug. Nicotine use can 
harm brain development in adolescents and increase 
their risk of addiction to other dangerous substances.1

Tobacco companies have a long history of using 
flavors to make their products more appealing to 
new users, almost all of whom are kids. Flavors like 
menthol mask the harsh taste of tobacco, making 
it easier for kids to smoke, leading to lifelong 
addiction. For decades, tobacco companies have 
aggressively targeted communities of color 
and the LGBTQ community with their menthol 
products, leading to a devastating and unequal 
burden of death and disease.4
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African Americans 
are more likely to die 
from tobacco-related 
causes than any other 
race or ethnic group in 
America. 

7out of10
African American 
youth smokers use 
menthol cigarettes.5 
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The federal government has failed to protect kids from flavored tobacco, 
only restricting flavors in some types of electronic smoking devices, leaving 
countless flavored tobacco products—including menthol cigarettes —widely 
available for use by kids.6 To protect the health and futures of Maryland’s 
youth, we must end the sale of ALL flavored tobacco products. 

It’s Maryland’s 
Time to Act!
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Protect kids from 
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communities of color
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Ending the sale of flavored tobacco products has broad support in Maryland:


