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1. Parents and Childhood

lan Hislop was born on 13 July 1960 in Mumbles, Swansea, to a Scottish father,
David Hislop, from Ayrshire, and a Channel Islander mother born in Jersey, Helen
Rosemarie Hislop (née Beddows).

Hislop did not know his grandparents. His paternal grandfather, David Murdoch
Hislop, died just before he was born. His maternal grandfather, William Beddows,
was originally from Lancashire.

When he was five months old, Hislop's family began to travel around the world
because of his father's job as a civil engineer. During his infant years, Hislop lived
in Nigeria, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, and British Hong Kong. When Hislop was 12
years old his father died; his mother, who was born in Jersey and had left for Wales
in her late teens, died when he was 32. On his return to Britain he was educated at
Ardingly College, an independent boarding school, where he became Head Boy,
and began his satirical career directing and appearing in revues alongside Nick
Newman.

Ardingly College, Haywards Heath, West Sussex.




2. Oxford University

Magdalen College, Oxford.

Hislop and Newman's association continued when they attended Oxford University
together, later working together at Private Eye and on a number of comedy
scriptwriting jobs. Hislop applied to read Philosophy, Politics and Economics at
Oxford, but changed to English Literature before arriving at Magdalen College. His
Oxford tutors included Bernard O'Donoghue, John Fuller and David Norbrook.
While at university, Hislop was actively involved in student journalism; he
relaunched and edited the satirical magazine Passing Wind. He graduated with a 2:1
in 1981.




3. Private Eye
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At Oxford, Hislop revived and edited the magazine Passing Wind, for which he
interviewed Richard Ingrams, who was then editor of Private Eye, and Peter Cook,
then the majority shareholder. Hislop's first article appeared in 1980 before he sat
his university finals. A parody of The Observer magazine's "Room of My Own"
feature, it described an IRA prisoner on the dirty protest decorating his cell in
"fetching brown". Hislop joined the publication immediately after leaving Oxford,
and became editor in 1986 following Ingrams's departure.

This met opposition from Eye journalists Peter McKay and Nigel Dempster, who
attempted a revolt against Hislop with the former taking Peter Cook out for lunch in
an attempt to dissuade him from appointing Hislop. Cook, reportedly drunk after the
lunch, instead announced Hislop was "welcome aboard". The new editor, dismissive
of society gossip, sacked both McKay and Dempster from the magazine without
hesitation.

As editor of Private Eye, lan Hislop is reputedly the most sued man in English legal
history, although he is not involved in as many libel actions as he once was. A libel
case was brought against Private Eye and Hislop in 1986 by the publisher Robert



Maxwell (right) after the magazine accused him
of funding Labour leader Neil Kinnock's travel
expenses as a means of gaining a peerage.

After the case Hislop quipped: "I've just given a
fat cheque to a fat Czech™. After his death in
1991, Maxwell was revealed to be an extensive
fraudster, illegally drawing on his companies'
pension funds; his last writ for libel against the
Eye and Hislop was about this "malicious™ and
"mendacious” claim.

Another libel case in May 1989 threatened the

magazine's continued existence when it was ordered to pay £600,000 in damages
following an action for libel by Sonia Sutcliffe, wife of the Yorkshire Ripper, Peter
Sutcliffe. Hislop told reporters waiting outside the High Court: "If that's justice,
then I'm a banana.” The award was dropped to £60,000 on appeal.

In an interview with Third Way Magazine in 1995 he explained his intentions in his
work: "Satire is the bringing to ridicule of vice, folly and humbug. All the negatives
imply a set of positives. Certainly in this country, you only go round saying, ‘That's
wrong, that's corrupt’ if you have some feeling that it should be better than that.
People say, ‘You satirists attack everything.” Well, we don't, actually. That's the
whole point."

In April 2017, Hislop won the London Press Club's print journalist of the year
award; in his acceptance speech he said that Private Eye obtaining its best ABC
sales figures since the magazine's launch 55 years earlier proved that "journalism is
A, worth doing, and B, worth paying for both in terms of paying journalists and the
public paying up for it".




lan Hislop (left) with John Merton (right) on the set of Have | Got News for You.

Hislop's television debut was on the short-lived Channel 4 chat show Loose Talk in
1983, an experience he disliked so much that he included it on his list of most hated
items when he first appeared on the BBC show Room 101.

Hislop, usually in partnership with Nick Newman, was
a scriptwriter on the 1980s political satire series
Spitting Image, in which puppets were used to depict
well-known figures, mostly politicians (puppet of
Margaret Thatcher, right). He even had a puppet of
himself, which sometimes appeared as a background
character in sketches.

Hislop has been team captain on Have | Got News for
You since it began airing in 1990. He is the only
person to have appeared in every episode of its run,
even filming an episode in the seventh series in spite
of suffering from appendicitis (he had discharged
himself from hospital immediately before the show).

With regular writing partner Nick Newman, Hislop
wrote the BBC Radio 4 series Gush, a satire based on the first Gulf War, in the style
of Jeffrey Archer. With Newman he also wrote the family-friendly satirical sitcom
My Dad's the Prime Minister and in the early nineties for the Dawn French vehicle
Murder Most Horrid. Hislop and Newman wrote the Radio 4 series The News at
Bedtime, a satire on fairy tales which aired over the 2009 Christmas season. The
series starred Jack Dee as 'John Tweedledum' and Peter Capaldi as 'Jim
Tweedledee'; the two present the "news of the day" in the world of fairy tales, while
arguing with each other as did their namesakes.

Hislop has also presented serious television programmes. These include School
Rules, a three-part Channel 4 study on the history of British education; an edition of
the BBC's Who Do You Think You Are?, in which he attempted to trace his
ancestry, and Not Forgotten, a four-part series on Channel 4 detailing the impact on
British society of the First World War. A further programme, Not Forgotten: Shot at
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Dawn, was broadcast in January 2007, and a sixth episode, Not Forgotten: The Men
Who Wouldn't Fight, featuring the stories of conscientious objectors such as Ronald
Skirth, was aired on 10 November 2008. He also presented one episode of the
BBC's Great Railway Journeys, in which he travelled in India (India East to West"
from Calcutta to Rajasthan). In May 2007 he presented a programme on BBC Four,
lan Hislop's Scouting for Boys, celebrating Robert Baden-Powell's book which
inspired the Scout movement. He is also an Ambassador for The Scout Association.

Hislop has also written and presented factual programmes for Radio 4 about such
subjects as tax rebellions, female hymn composers, scouting and patron saints of
Britain and Ireland. In 2007 he became the only person to make a second guest
appearance on Room 101. He has also been a comedy screenwriter for Harry
Enfield.

Hislop has presented several programmes for BBC 4, ,
dealing with topics such as the Beeching Axe and the J
role of the Poet Laureate. The former, lan Hislop Goes
off the Rails, about the Beeching Report (Lord Beeching
right) and its impact on the British railway network, was
first aired on 2 October 2008, and achieved the second
highest audience to date for any BBC Four programme
(and the highest for a documentary) with 1.3 million
viewers. The latter, lan Hislop's Changing of the Bard,
launched the May 2009 BBC 4 Poetry season, and
Hislop recounted the history of the post from the first
official holder, John Dryden, to the then recently
announced first female, first Scot and first openly
bisexual laureate, Carol Ann Duffy. His series on
Victorian social reformers, lan Hislop's Age of the Do-Gooders, aired on BBC Two
beginning on 29 November 2010. His programme on the history of banks, When
Bankers were Good, first aired on BBC Two in November 2011, and dealt with
famous bankers from history, such as the Rothschilds, the Gurneys and the Lloyds,
as well as 19th century philanthropists and reformers such as Charles Dickens and
Elizabeth Fry.

L

He has also appeared on Question Time. In one edition
he made an open attack on Jeffrey Archer, who had
been imprisoned for perjury, when his wife, Mary
Archer (right), was a fellow panellist. She was
noticeably angry that the matter had been raised and
harangued Hislop after the recording had finished. In
another he criticised the premise of capital
punishment, something which had been advocated by
a Conservative panel member Priti Patel, and more
recently has discussed Britain's vote to leave the
European Union.

In 2003 he was listed in The Observer as one of the 50
funniest acts in British comedy. Hislop also has a career as an after-dinner speaker
and awards presenter, working for several speaker bureaux.



lan Hislop's Stiff Upper Lip: An emotional history of Britain, about how a meme
for repression of emotions spread through British culture, began on 2 October 2012
and ran for three episodes on BBC Two. Beginning on 9 April 2014, Hislop
presented a three-part BBC Two series lan Hislop's Olden Days. In 2016, he
presented The Secret of Beethoven's Fifth Symphony, the personal and creative
story behind the symphony. Later in the same year, Hislop gave the prestigious
George Orwell Lecture at London's UCL.

Hislop has also curated an exhibition for the British Museum, called | Object: lan
Hislop's Search for Dissent, which was presented from 6 September 2018 to 20
January 2019. As the Private Eye's editor, Hislop has received an award for
Outstanding Contribution to British Media at the Campaign British Media Awards
2019. Hislop has also been recognised for his broadcasting career, having produced
TV and radio documentaries on immigration and the First World War.




5. Plays

lan Hislop has written the following plays, mostly with his long time collaborator
Nick Newman:

o The Wipers Times (2016) a play based on the WWI newspaper by Hislop and
Nick Newman.

« A Bunch of Amateurs (2017) by Hislop and Nick Newman.

« | object: lan Hislop's search for dissent (2018) by Hislop and Tom Hockenhull.

« Trial by Laughter (2018) a play on the trials of William Hone by Hislop and
Nick Newman, originally broadcast in 2017 on BBC Radio 4.

“IAN HISLOP & NICK NEWMAN s

COMEDY ABOUT A ARST WORLD WAR SPOOF NEWSPAPER IS

LAUGH OUT-LOUD FUNNY
T HE

IwiPERS 4
TIMES

BASED ON
A TRUE STORY =



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Wipers_Times
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/WWI
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Hone
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BBC_Radio_4

6. Religious views
In Caroline Chartres's book Why | Am Still an

Anglican, Hislop opens his chapter by saying "I've Why
tried atheism and | can't stick at it: | keep having Tam
doubts. That probably sums up my position." In 1996, Still an
Hislop presented an award-winning documentary Anghcan
series for Channel 4 about the history of the Church of e
England, called Canterbury Tales. His other works e
include the four-part BBC Radio 4 series The Real e
Patron Saints. Tan Hislop

PD James
On 4 September 2009, Hislop appeared at "The Rupert Sheldrake
Gathering", organised by the Archbishop of ey Wcldon
Canterbury, Rowan Williams, at Canterbury Cathedral

to discuss religion, society and journalism, among Lt .
other issues, in front of an audience of about 1,000. AR T RES
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7. Political views

Hislop has been highly critical of all major British
political parties for over 20 years. Appearing on
Question Time on 18 September 2008, he praised
Liberal Democrat Treasury spokesman Vince Cable
(right) for his analysis of the financial crisis of 2007—
2008, and apparently expressed support for the Liberal
Democrats, jocularly stating I'm standing for them."

In a 2009 "Five minutes with™ interview with Matthew
Stadlen for BBC News, Hislop stated that if he were
required, "at the point of a gun”, to stand in an election
for any British political party, he would stand for the
fictional "Vince Cable for Treasurer Party". After the
formation of the coalition government in 2010, Hislop
remarked in an interview, "I like the idea of this
coalition neutralising the loonies on both sides".

He has also been highly critical of the leadership of the European Union, calling for
a referendum on the Treaty establishing a Constitution for Europe in a 2003
recording of Have | Got News for You. However, referring to Britain's vote to leave
the European Union (Brexit), Hislop said on Question Time that "after an election
or a referendum, even if you lose the vote, you are entitled to go on making the
argument”. A joke on the front of Private Eye titled "BREXIT LATEST" mocking
the reaction to Brexit received "fifty or so™ letters of complaint in the next issue.[43]
Hislop mocked this, saying that "There was one [letter] from a vicar, too, who told
me that it was time to accept the victory of the majority of the people and to stop
complaining. ... I wrote back and told him that this argument was a bit much,
coming from a church that had begun with a minority of 12".

He has expressed dismay over the level of public debate in the aftermath of Britain's
vote to leave the EU and the election of Donald Trump, describing it as Orwellian
in nature, saying that "one is unsure whether to feel relieved at the sense of déja vu
or worried about the possibility of history repeating itself, not as farce, but as
tragedy again."

In 2019, an outtake from Have | Got News For You went viral, featuring Hislop
saying that he would like to see Boris Johnson "have a fair trial, with a desirable
result of him being in prison forever". The comment was made in response of the
High Court's ruling that Johnson would not have to face a criminal prosecution for
claims he made during the EU referendum.
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8. Quotes

The following quotes from lan Hislop were selected by the IMDB website:
It is no longer acceptable in British politics to be fat or eccentric or religious.

[on his and Paul Merton's behaviour towards Angus Deayton] We didn't stab
Deayton in the back. We stabbed him in the front.

[on Tony Blair] In the early days we were doing jokes about how he's susceptible to
spin, he doesn't know what he thinks. Nowadays he does know what he thinks and
that's much more frightening. So over the years our version of his comic voice has
gone from bright-eyed and enthusiastic to sort of bitter and mad.

We've done articles in Private Eye about people who've gone through the appeals
process and have been exonerated. They would be dead! The Death Penalty is not a
deterrent if we kill the wrong people.

[on the death of Freddie Mercury in an interview] Queen were a third-rate glam
rock band.

[on frequent Have | Got News for You (1990) guest Boris Johnson] People always
ask me the same question. They say, 'Is Boris a very very clever man pretending to
be an idiot?', and | always say, 'No.'

The whole point of the Windsor dynasty is they're terrifically dull.
Nicknames are rarely entirely affectionate.

[on Piers Morgan] He's a terrific bully, Piers. Essentially, that's what he is. He's the
big fat boy in the playground who wants to hit you hard, and he doesn't like anyone
who stands up to him.

[on Donald Trump] He doesn't want you to believe this rubbish he pumps out, he
wants you to believe nothing.
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Victoria Hislop

Hislop married Victoria Hamson on 16 April 1988 in Oxford. They have two
children, both born in London: Emily Helen (born 1990), and William David (born
1993). They live in Sissinghurst in Kent. Hislop's wife has a career as an author.
Following on from the success of The Island, The Sunrise and Cartes Postales from
Greece, Victoria Hislop’s latest novel, Those Who Are Loved, is set against the
backdrop of the German occupation of Greece in World War 11, the subsequent civil
war and military dictatorship. In 2010 lan Hislop played a small role in the Greek
television series The Island, which was based on his wife's bestselling novel. The
series premiered on 11 October 2010 on Greece's Mega television channel. Their
son Will Hislop is a comedian.

Will Hislop.
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