
Innovation for All
Forum Review  •  September 28 & 29, 2018  •  Ambrose University

The business, non-profi t, government and education sectors 
converged again on September 28, 2018 to change the way we do 

business and impact society. This year came with a new one-day 
format, which made for a fast-paced, overfl owing day.

LEARN 
about local and global social 
and development challenges 

CONNECT 
with peers, industry experts, and 

other sectors addressing these challenges

ENGAGE
 in sustainable business-oriented 

solutions to these challenges



Executive Roundtable

Lynda Kuhn (Maple Leaf Foods) 

and Leor Rotchild (Canadian 

Business for Social Responsibility) 

started us off with a keynote on 

the various stages that Maple Leaf 

Foods went through in ‘Changing 

the Way We do Business’ and a 

challenge on values that equip us 

to ‘Do Business Like a Canadian’. 

Calgary business and community 

leaders led discussions on the continuum of responsible 

business within organizations, turning doing business like 

a Canadian into a competitive advantage, and practical 

challenges and issues as we innovate for good. Bruce 

Edgelow (EdgeMark Capital), Wendy Fehr (CAUSE Canada), 

Bob Watts (Nuclear Waste Management), and Nav Dhunay 

(Imaginea Ai) closed off the panel with such topics as 

women in leadership, reconciliation, change management, 

and creating innovation cultures.

Roundtable hosts joined us from:
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Servus Credit Union

Higgins Wellness and 
Retreat

MRU Institute for 
Community Prosperity

Ambrose University

Calgary Economic 
Development

ATB Financial

Calgary Technologies 

ATCO

VHR Consulting

Innovate Calgary

CN Rail

GlobalStakes Consulting

Kleos Microfinance Group

Nutrien

EdgeMark Capital 

Alberta International 
Development Office

Fratello Coffee

ImagiNation 150 

CAUSE Canada

Imaginea Ai

Give For Generations

Bow Valley College

Tarpon Energy

Calgary Chamber of 
Commerce

Sage Capital

“ Maple Leaf’s approach –  
 shared value not just   

shareholder value; company  
purpose not just company strategy.

Lynda KuhnLeor Rotchild



Lunch Keynote

We all hold potential for evil and

good within our organizations. 

All leaders need to have vision, act 

and inspire. Dr. ÉlianeUbalijoro 

(C.L.E.A.R. International Develop-

ment, McGill University) recounted 

some of her experiences and 

learnings working in Rwanda and 

elsewhere in the biotech industry 

– building leaders, furthering women 

in science, and innovating for good. She left us with the 

closing thought that some of us would rather be ruined than 

changed – let’s continue on our quest to seek positive 

change as a part of competitive, successful business!

Break Out Sessions

• Transforming Problems into Opportunities – 

Apoorv Sinha (Carbon Upcycling Technologies) and Kelcie 

Miller-Anderson (MycoRemedy) on technologies to pivot 

climate change, pollution, and environmental degradation 

responses into business opportunities.

• Innovation in Development – Roman Katnelson (KRD 

Consulting Group) spoke on responsive evaluation 

approaches that go beyond the bottom-line to help

the organization learn from the impact they’re making. 

Amanda St. Laurent (Inn from the Cold) challenged us 

on the needs of homeless children and families and 

responsive solutions that require collective implement-

ation. Stephanie Jackman (REAP Business Association) 

highlighted the use of social procurement to leverage 

existing purchasing power to increase  community 

benefi ts such as targeted employment of marginalized 

people and environmental benefi ts.

• Sustainable Development Goals for All – Steve Rickard 

(Rotary) shared examples of Rotary International’s themes 

and projects and how they relate to the SDGs. Yvonne 

Jeff ery (Vermilion Energy) discussed Vermilion Energy’s 

experience on integrating the SDGs into sustainability 

programs and addressing them in their annual Sustainability 

Report.  Mel Wilson (MJ Wilson & Associates) spoke on the 

purpose of the SDGs and why they are relevant to Alberta.

• A Dish, A Spoon and the Soul of the Next Economy – 

Bob Watts (Nuclear Waste Management) had incredible 

insights on how the broader business community can 

meaningfully engage with indigenous communities 

and businesses. He shared with us on ingredients

for the foundation of the next economy.

            Re-imagine
            and dream 
   collectively.“

“Connecting sectors to 
 change the way we do 
  business and impact society.

Élaine Ubalijaro



Community Innovation Challenge

Our Lion’s Den challenge looks a bit diff erent each forum 

and this year was no exception. With support from EDGE and 

Thrive, Soul Forum attendees came alongside 4 entrepreneurs 

working hard to refi ne and reiterate their ideas. 

1. Oasis Food Co-op – addressing food insecurity in

 a cooperative way.

2. FoodScape Calgary – creating meaningful

 employment for marginalized personas and promoting

 Indigenous spirituality practices and environments.

3. NannyShack – childcare for parents struggling to fi nd 

 fl exible, aff ordable and convenient services.

4. Lived Experience Advancement & Development
 (LEAD) – addressing poverty-related mental health.

Afternoon Plenary

Not just anyone could keep a couple of hundred people 

engaged after a full day, but Denise Hearn (Variant 

Perception), co-author of Myth of Capitalism, did just that. 

Denise proposed that our modern version of capitalism 

stifl les innovation and prosperity for all, and in response, 

suggested changes needed to achieve competition, 

innovation, and market freedom for all.  Brad Clute 

(Mountain Equipment Co-op), Janet 

Annesley (Husky Energy), and Neil 

Camarta (Field Upgrading) responded, 

and occasionally disagreed, highlighting 

the place of capitalism in their industries, 

as well as the changes needed. 

Conference Sponsors and Hosts
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Denise Hearn

Join us on November 15, 2019 for the next Soul Forum  •  nexteconomyforum.com

Where are they now?

Heather Morigeau’s FoodScape
ATB Boostr campaign

Sanya Chaudry‘s NannyShack 
CTV’s Inspiring Albertan

Meet the entrepreneurs
Media Lab YYC video

https://atbboostr.ca/campaign/?id=b8c9e314-beab-e811-80ca-0cc47a696e6d
https://calgary.ctvnews.ca/video?clipId=1540033
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VSAL5SYspS4&feature=youtu.be
https://nexteconomyforum.com/

