
UK reaffirms commitment to CATA Training Programs 

 

Mr Edward Troup, Second Permanent Secretary of Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs 

(HMRC) in the UK has reaffirmed HMRC’s continued interest in supporting capacity building 

for CATA member countries. 

Delivering his address at a cocktail reception held on the 3rd September, 2015 in honour of 

the delegates from various CATA member countries who had just completed their 6-weeks 

course in the UK, Mr Troup said that HMRC’s partnership with CATA has yielded 

demonstrable value addition to participating countries through the various reforms that 

have been implemented by tax administrations as a result of ideas learnt from the 

courses.  

Mr Troup emphasized the need to enhance compliance monitoring, noting that the future 

of taxation- as the annual prize of citizenship- lies in promoting voluntary compliance 

among taxpayers. He noted that for the first time some HMRC staff had participated in 

this year’s course as mentors to the delegates and the feedback received had been 

overwhelming. This mentorship program, he said, will be incorporated and enhanced in 

the future CATA/HMRC courses. He urged CATA member countries to forge closer 

cooperation so that they could share experiences on various issues around tax policy and 

tax administration, adding that the rapidly evolving tax landscape calls for greater 

involvement by countries in the international tax policy debates.  

The ceremony that was held at Marlborough House London was attended by 

representatives from diplomatic missions, Commonwealth accredited organizations and 

the business community. The gathering was also addressed by the Executive Director of 

CATA who congratulated the delegates for their insightful project papers and expressed 

the hope that some of the recommendations contained in the papers will be implemented 

in their respective revenue administrations. He urged the delegates to use the alumni 

platform on the CATA website as part of their networking. The Executive Director lauded 

the support received by CATA from the management and staff of UK HMRC.        

 


