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Isle of Man Provides Technical Support for Other Countries 

 

Although the Isle of Man is small, having a resident population of only 85,000, we 

always try to share our skills and knowledge with others.  By way of example, this 

article briefly describes two initiatives. 

 

The Small Countries Financial Management Programme is an annual two week 

course first developed in 2009 through a partnership between the Isle of Man 

Government, the World Bank, the Commonwealth Secretariat and the Small States 

Network for Economic Development.  It also relies on the support of academics from 

the Saïd Business School at the University of Oxford.  It was run for the fourth time in 

June 2012; and I am proud to have been a faculty member on each programme. 

 

Its aim is to promote the sustainable development of the economies of small states 

and give them a more powerful voice within the international community. With a 

major emphasis on financial integrity and improved regulation, the programme is 

also intended to help these countries respond to increasingly challenging 

requirements of international standard-setting bodies.  A number of Commonwealth 

members have sent participants, who are drawn together from officials within finance 

ministries, central banks, and regulatory bodies and are taught by some of the 

world’s leading experts in financial management and regulation, both academics and 

practitioners.  Participants have many opportunities to share their own countries’ 

challenges and ambitions. 

 

World Bank President, Robert B. Zoellick, told delegates at the World Bank/IMF 

Annual Meetings in October 2009: “The new Small Countries Financial Management 

Programme, developed with the support of the government of the Isle of Man, is a 

great opportunity to try to deal with some of the particular challenges of financial 

management and learn from one another, but also draw on the quality and 

experience of a global university.”  

 

A tax information exchange training course, conducted by two trainers from the Isle 

of Man Government and sponsored by the UK Foreign & Commonwealth Office was 
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held in Montserrat in April 2012.  The workshop was organised by the Governor’s 

Office and the Government of Montserrat. 

 

The course was attended by officers from the legal and financial arms of the 

Governments of both Montserrat and Anguilla.  Over a four day period, participants 

were trained on the full range of practical processes involved in operating a 

professional and efficient tax information exchange function. 

 

The workshop came about due to The OECD Global Forum Working Group on 

Effective Exchange of Information forming a model agreement on exchange of 

information on tax matters.  According to the OECD website, “The purpose of the 

Agreement is to promote international co-operation in tax matters through exchange 

of information”. 

 

As CATA members will know, the international community has since 2009 focused 

firmly on transparency and effective exchange of information for tax purposes, and 

this training course aimed to assist Montserrat and Anguilla in those areas. 
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