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Brief History: 
Buckshaw Village Church was planted as a result of prayerful consideration and work by many 
individuals and churches working together.  Much of the driving force came from a combination of 
effective Anglican and Methodist relations and this has now continued for the best part of a 
decade. This special relationship was cemented through the successful joint bid for the local 
primary school.  

The church was planted by a group of nine adults and nine children from St Andrew’s in Leyland.  
The church was given Bishop Mission Order status.  The first minister of Buckshaw Village Church 
was Ken Campbell, a pioneer curate from the same church in 2010.  The leadership changed in 
2013 to James Gwyn-Thomas.  Again he was officially the curate of St Andrew’s.  

After James’ curacy had finished, the diocese agreed to license him as Priest-in-charge on 10th 
September 2017.  On this same date Buckshaw Village Church became a Conventional District.  It 
is, at time of writing striving towards becoming independent from its mother church, both financially 
and in terms of governance.  

Over the last 8 years there has existed an informal ‘guidance committee’ consisting of church 
leaders from the surrounding Methodist and Anglican churches.  This group has certainly been an 
instigating factor in building trust and fellowship.  

At present there is a strong Methodist/Anglican presence in the church school as they share 
governors, worship assemblies, staff prayer and additional Christian input.  Equally a monthly 
Messy Church service was initiated by local Methodists and supported by Anglican BVC workers.  

There has also been effective longterm partnership at the Retirement Village on Buckshaw leading 
to a healthy weekly service, midweek groups and organisation of pastoral care.  

This has been a fruitful partnership over the last eight years and we are striving towards future 
partnering in the gospel together.  



 

DECLARATION OF ECUMENICAL WELCOME AND COMMITMENT BY A 
CHURCH OF ENGLAND CONVENTIONAL DISTRICT 

We, the Minister  and people of Buckshaw Village Church, are aware that Buckshaw Village 
Church is the only church in Buckshaw, and therefore we invite all Christians in Buckshaw to be as 
fully a part of our life and fellowship as they are able.
 
We invite those of Christian traditions who believe in the doctrine of the Trinity.
In so far as their own tradition allows to:
·                  share in the ministry and mission of the Church in this community
·                  worship and to receive Holy Communion at Buckshaw Village Church
·                  be part of the decision-making of the church, to share resources and to contribute to a 

common fund for the mission and ministry of the wider church.
 
We undertake

• To give pastoral care to all those who desire it
• To invite ministers of other churches to take part in leading worship
• To incorporate the riches of worship of other traditions as appropriate
• To share with neighbouring churches concerning the mission of the church in 

Buckshaw
• To include this ecumenical declaration as an integral part of the parish profile

 

Following the decision made by the Diocese of Blackburn and Chorley & Leyland Methodist 
Circuit that such declarations may be made in the area which they serve, we have sought 
and followed advice as to which churches should first be consulted, and those mentioned 
below have given us their blessing and encouragement.

• Archdeacon of Blackburn
• Superintendent Minister of Chorley & Leyland Circuit 
• Minister of Leyland Methodist Church
• Deacon of Midge Hall
• Vicar of St Andrew’s Leyland Parish Church
• Vicar of Euxton Parish Church 
• Vicar of Whittle-le-Woods Parish Church

Review:  This agreement and its annexes will be reviewed on or before seven years from the date 
of signing: On or before 13th May 2025
 



Signatures 

For Buckshaw Village Church’s Priest-in-Charge_______________________________________

Church Wardens :   
 __________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________

 

For other churches:
signatures on behalf of:

___________________________________________________________________
 

___________________________________________________________________
 

___________________________________________________________________
 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________
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___________________________________________________________________


