
2 0 1 9 - 2 0 2 0
A n n u a l  R e p o r t



a  n o t e  f r o m  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  b o a r d

Despite COVID-19, Imago Theatre has once again shown its leadership and 
resilience in the art world. We are privileged to have completed most of our 
programming and activities before March, excluding Atelier, our workshops 
series for emerging and theatre artists which acts as a fundraising event for our 
Artists in Residence program.

The season was characterized by Imago Theatre’s continued ability to share 
stories not often told and react to urgent topics. From consent, sexual assault and 
justice in Persephone Bound to sex tourism and consumerism with The Tropic of 
X, the organization did not shy away from difficult topics. We further extended 
our impact by raising awareness about climate change with Eco-Anxiety and 
taking the opportunity to fundraise for Chez Doris, a local women’s shelter, when 
presenting The December Man, which reflects on the aftermaths of 
gender-based violence. Our Pay-What-You-Decide philosophy and our talkbacks 
continued to be offered for all our performances.

Our mentorship program for young women in theatre, ARTISTA, was adapted to 
remain accessible at a time when connection and exchange were the most 
needed. The workshops and the outcome presentation took place online, making 
us realize once again that our work resonates well beyond Montreal. We used 
these past few months to actively broaden the conversation by connecting with 
artistic groups and communities across Canada.

In parallel, the Board of Directors established working committee groups to 
implement a more structured approach to supporting Imago Theatre with 
strategic planning and governance, diversifying fundraising and strengthening 
retention and ambassadorship within our community. 

The pandemic is forcing theatre to evolve. There is nobody I trust more to lead us 
towards that reinvention than Micheline Chevrier and her outstanding team and 
collaborators. On behalf of the Board of Directors, thank you for your enduring 
leadership to advance Her Side of The Story.

- Claudia Torregrosa, President



a  n o t e  f r o m  t h e  a r t i s t i c  d i r e c t o r

It has been both a great and challenging season at Imago Theatre. It was also a busy 
time, both on and off the stage as this was our most ambitious season yet. 

We experienced a very full season, presenting two productions, two special events 
and our mentorship program. We also launched our Creators’ Circle, formalizing our 
artists residence. Our commitment to support emerging talent continued on from last 
season. Persephone Bound featured the work of two multi-talented young 
Montreal artists, Léda Davies and Jed Tomlinson. Emerging Montreal director Sophie 
Gee created a striking and moving production of The Tropic of X by Latinx playwright 
Caridad Svich. Cristina Cugliandro, another gifted young Montreal director, staged 
a provocative evening of short plays addressing climate change, Eco-anxiety. We 
also commemorated the 30th anniversary of the Polytechnique massacre through 
a public staged reading of Colleen Murphy’s award-winning play, The December 
Man (L’homme de décembre) at Dawson College. We also hosted two young artists, 
Katey Wattam and Lorena Trigos, through two residency programs, Nouvelle-Garde 
and DémArt. We also nurtured wonderful partnerships, collaborating with Geordie 
Theatre, Dawson College, Climate Change Theatre Action and the National Theatre 
School. A total of 70 artists participated in our season, creating and presenting works 
that provoked, enlightened and moved our audiences. 

In short, an inspiring, full season!

The advent of the pandemic certainly shifted the remaining activities of the last 4 
months of our season. Our mentorship program, Artista, finished its 6th session online. 
The shift from live to digital was sensitively and creatively handled by our program 
directors and mentors. The 12 participants created moving videos, incorporating the 
work they had developed throughout the session. We sadly had to cancel our work-
shop series, Atelier, usually held in May.  

None of these accomplishments would be possible without the hard work of the 
Imago team. I am extremely grateful for their imaginative insight, passion and 
dedication. I am also moved by the many artists who wish to collaborate with Imago, 
who work miracles with our limited resources and who believe, like me, in the power 
of stories to change the world.

-Micheline Chevrier, Artistic & Executive Director



o u r  m i s s i o n
Imago Theatre is a catalyst for conversation, and advocate 
for equal representation and a hub for stories about 
unstoppable women*.

o u r  m a n d a t e
We are arms open, heads flung back, spinning catalysts. 
We are kaleidoscopic words that ripple and tear down walls.
We are daring feminists, creators and mentors. 
And we won’t stop advancing, developing, democratizing, 
telling her side of the story.



WOMEN IN THEATRE STATS
Despite the higher levels of education, employment income among 
cultural occupations tends to be lower than for the Canadian labour 
force overall. Another difference with the rest of the Canadian labour 
force is the high prevalence of self-employment, at 28 per cent—more 
than double the national average of 12 per cent.

The topic of labour shortages in the cultural sector is rarely discussed 
[...] But this report shows that labour shortages do exist and, in some 
cases, are projected to worsen [...] Labour shortages are projected to 
cost the cultural sector over $1.5 million annually in lost output (2012 
dollars) by 2026.

The Conference Board of Canada, Labour Market 
Information Study of the Cultural Labour Force, 2019

https://www.culturalhrc.ca/sites/default/files/research/LMI2019/LMI%202019%20Report.pdf
https://www.culturalhrc.ca/sites/default/files/research/LMI2019/LMI%202019%20Report.pdf
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Created by 
Léda Davies

and Jed Tomlinson

Additional text by
Michaela Jeffery

The Cast 
Léda Davies

Jed Tomlinson
Eric Nyland

P e r s e p h o n e  B o u n d

A co-presentation with Geordie Theatre and 
Screaming Goats Collective

November, 2019

The Creative Team
Micheline Chevrier, Director
Danna-Rae Evasiuk, Assistant Stage Manager
Elaine Normandeau, Stage Manager
Erika Parra, Assistant Designer
Martin Sirois, Lighting Design
Diana Uribe, Set & Costume Design
Lucie Vigneault, Movement Director
Katey Wattam, Assistant Director

“short, sharp shock of a show...
elegantly directed by Micheline Chevrier, has an unexpected beauty and grace..”

— Jim Burke, 
reporter for The Montreal Gazette

“a soaring retelling…told with grace, inventiveness and hope.”
— Cult MTL

“One must applaud the amazing and original work this is. This is a wonderful and imaginative 
interpretation of a story that must be told.”

— Montreal Rampage

a contemporary adaptation of the Greek Myth 
of Persephone, that uses stunning poetry, 

percussion and aerial circus work to tell the 
story of a young woman’s courage and pain as 
she navigates the complexities of speaking out 

about surviving sexual assault.



THE CAST
Eric Davis

Braulio Elicer
Gitanjali Jain

Arlen Aguayo Stewart
Victor Andres Trelles Turgeon

T h e  t r o p i c  o f  x
January/Feburuary 2020

The Creative Team
Danna-Rae Evasiuk, Assistant Stage Manager
Isabel Quintero Faia, Stage Manager
Mariano Franco, Sound Designer
Jean-François Gagnon, Fight Choreographer
Sophie Gee, Director
Betty Iglesias, Cultural Consultant
Sonoyo Nishikawa, Lighting Designer
Courtney Orbin, Set & Costume Design Assistant
Gerald X Reyes, Intimacy Choreographer
Eo Sharp, Set and Costume Designer
Alessandra Tom, Assistant Director

“The Tropic of X is a big and bold swing by Imago Theatre”
— Cult MTL

“The moment the show started until the actors took their final bows, I had no hope of pulling my 
eyes away.”

— Montreal Theatre Hub

“SPECTACULAR SET, ENGAGING PERFORMANCES... POETICALLY WRITTEN”
— Jim Burke, reporter for the MTL Gazette

by Latinx playwright Caridad Svich, it is the story of 
Maura and Mori, two street kid lovers and 

arcade freaks who live in a touristed wasteland 
at the end of the alphabet.

Maura and Mori, together with their friend Kiki, 
take refuge: in each other, in taunting tourists, in 

the next distraction, and in the chase of a 
consumerist dream, a numbing high, as they 

rage, seduce, and barter to survive the roaring 
tides of a place on the edge of collapse.



The Playwrights
Hanna Cormick 

Sunny Drake 
Brian Dykstra 
Yvette Nolan 
Julie McKee 

Matthew Paul Olmos 
Caridad Svich

Marcus Youssef

E c o - a n x i e t y
November, 2019

The Cast
Eloi ArchamBaudoin, Quincy Armorer, Micheline Chevrier, 
Michaela Di Cesare, Kym Dominique Ferguson, 
Matthew Gagnon, Joel Gorrie, Kate Hammer, 
Jahlani Knorren, Michael Leon, Erin Lindsay, 
Julie Tamiko Manning, Mike Payette, Joy Ross-Jones, 
Amanda Silveira, and Emma Tibaldo.

The Creative Team
Cristina Cugliandro, Direction and Curation
Environment created by Danna-Rae Evasiuk, Amelia Scott, 
Evan Stepanian, and Diana Uribe
Katey Wattam, Assistant Director

Installation created by Naomi Aldrich’s students at St-Gabriel Elementary School. 
All items used to create the environment were recycled or reused.

All funds raised at this event were donated to 
The Kahnawake Environment Protection Office (KEPO) - Climate Change Project.

Montreal theatre artists presented a 
staged reading series of 8 short plays 
that address the devastating realities of 
climate change with stories that urge us, 
as often only stories can, to stop, wake up, 
be enraged, and do better. As individuals 
and as local and global communities. 

This gathering was a part of Climate 
Change Theatre Action’s initiative to raise 
global awareness about climate change 
through the use of art, story and 
narrative. In 2019, over 220 presenting 
companies in 28 countries engaged with 
this initiative. 

https://kahnawakeenvironment.com/project/climate-change-project/


THE CAST
Brian Dooley

Rosemary Dunsmore
Jeff Irving

Maureen Labonté

THE CREATIVE TEAM
Micheline Chevrier, Director 
Colleen Murphy, Playwright

Katey Wattam, Assistant Director

Jean Fournier, an engineering student at 
École Polytechnique, escapes the 1989 Montreal 
Massacre where 14 young women were 
murdered in a violent hate crime. Jean struggles 
with his rage, guilt, and panic as parents, Benoît 
and Kathleen, navigate how to cope. 
Award-winning Canadian playwright Colleen 
Murphy takes us back in time, revealing the ripple 
effects of public violence and PTSD on the 
everyday life of a working class family, in this 
intimately human, political drama about courage, 
survival,the depths of love and the scar tissue 
marks of hate.

A performance, in partnership with the Dawson Peace Centre, to commemorate 
lives lost in the École Polytechnique shooting, and a fundraiser for Chez Doris, 

an organization supporting women survivors of gender-based violence. 



MENTORS
Pascale Drevillion
Julie Tamiko Manning
Kathleen Stavert

ARTISTA is Imago’s free mentorship 
program that empowers a community of 
young women* to tell their own stories, and 
supports them to take these stories to the 
stage. Theatrical collaboration, 
experimentation and mentorship from 
professional artists build independence 
and confidence in artistic craftsmanship 
and offer insight into the diverse facets of 
Montreal’s theatre industry.  

In 2020, ARTISTA had 12 participants who 
presented the outcome of their work in a 
virtual space for the very first time.

“Artista gave me the 
space to explore my 
mind, connect to my 
body and create a 
very special network of 
women.”

-Ellie Pond

C r e a t o r s ’  C i r c l e
Marie Barlizo - The Warrior 
Erin Lindsay - Lysistrata
Jennifer Roberts - The Sound of Dogs
Joy Ross-Jones - Fix
Gabe Maharjan - Kamala
Katey Wattam - river woman

Company in Residence - Odd Stumble
Demart-MTL Artist in Residence - Lorena Trigos - (UN)D0CUM3NT3D



Advancing Her Side of the Story
Imago advances her side of the story by advancing equality through meaningful 
conversation and exchange, online or at after show talkbacks. We advocate for equal 
representation and participation from women* and marginalized groups. 

Our Audience
Imago posts articles, videos, and artwork on our social media channels that outline 
stories about women in theatre, gender equity and marginalized communities. Our 
aim is to spread awareness about these key issues in our industry. We also support the 
Montreal and Canadian theatre communities by sharing their opportunities, and 
promote our active blog series - where artists write about the productions we are 
working on, as well as timely political and societal issues. 

This data is collected from all of our online channels: facebook, twitter, instagram, 
website, and our newsletter.

15,740 people follow our social media, and engaged (liked, shared, commented) with 
our content 18, 875 times.
Our content has been seen 298, 558 times.
Our online audience has grown by 23% in the last year.

Talkbacks
Imago is the first and only company in Montreal to host post-show talkbacks after 

every single performance. This practice was implemented in 2013 to deepen and 
continue the conversation. A play engages the audience through dialogue, and a

 talkback is a way for the audience to understand 
the art form and the topic more fully.

This past year our talkback guests have included individuals from the West Island 
CALACS (a non-profit feminist organization that advocates against sexual assault), 

the Canadian Women’s Foundation, McGill University, University of Quebec, 
Dawson College, Concordia University, University of Montreal, the Réseau d’études 
latino-américaines de Montréal, Climate Change Action Theatre, and many other 

accomplished artists, scholars, and community members. 



Democratizing Her Side of the Story

Pay-What-You-Decide
In 2015, Imago implemented our Pay-What-You-Decide ticketing philosophy. It aligns 
with our belief that theatre should be accessible to all. The vision behind the program 

was to honour andconnect to our existing audiences while 
working to challenge the financial barriers that inhibitaudiences 

from all socioeconomic backgrounds from attending. 

In 2019-2020 the average price of a PWYD ticket was $14.

Imago On The Move
Imago on the Move is an outreach initiative that aims to strengthen relations with 
educators and their students through in-class visits by the Imago Team and its Artistic 
Director Micheline Chevrier, along with working artists in the community. Last season 
we visited classrooms at: 
 
Imago Ambassadors are educators and members of community groups who sup-
port Imago by encouraging their students/members to attend our productions and 
festivals. They do this by incorporating the production into their syllabus and activi-
ties, and by inviting Imago Theatre into their class-rooms/gatherings to discuss the 
themes and processes behind the production.
 
We take care in creating a portfolio for each production that focuses on how Imago 
can complement learning at high school, CGEP, and university levels of education. 
These are sent  to teachers and include the historical, economic, and political back-
ground of the show, information about the creative team and the creation process, 
and questions that can help further the discussion in the classroom. These portfolios 
are available at imagotheatre.ca in the past productions archive.
 

A total of 229 students saw an Imago production.
 

233 students engaged with Imago from: 
Black Theatre Workshop, Concorida University, Dawson College, McGill University, 

National Theatre School and Vanier College.



Staff
Micheline Chevrier - Artistic & Executive Director
Cristina Cugliandro - Associate Artist, Outreach
Erin Lindsay - Associate Artist, Communications
Joy Ross-Jones - Associate Artist, ARTISTA Program Director
Sarah Gonzales - Illustrator and Graphic Designer
Andrew Andreoli - Videographer

Jake Ackman - Tech angel

Board
Claudia Torregrosa, President
Katherine Frohlich, Vice-President
Élodie Le Grand, Secretary
Montserrat Cortez Ghio, Treasurer
Micheline Chevrier, Member
Andrew Katz, Member
Andrée Lalumière, Member
Jessica Chen, Member
Dean Patrick Fleming, Member
Valerie Lafond, Member
Anaïs Le-Juez, Member
Maude Levasseur, Member
Clare Schapiro, Member
Marin Savignac, Member
Corinne Roche, Advisory Committee
Viviane Dohle, Advisory Committee
Peter Roberts, Advisory Committee



o u r s u p p o rt e r s

And many individual donors who make what we do possible.




