
	
	
 
 

JOE SQUARED TO REOPEN AS  
WORKER-OWNED COOPERATIVE IN DECEMBER 

 
Central Baltimore Partnership instrumental in keeping 

restaurant in Station North  
 
 Baltimore, Maryland  (November 30 2020) --  Joe Squared, a family-
owned, award-winning Baltimore restaurant in Station North Arts District, will 
reopen its doors in early December after being closed nine months because of 
COVID-19.  The restaurant celebrated its 15th year in business this year. 
 
 “It feels like we’re giving birth to a new Joe Squared,” said founder Joe 
Edwardsen. “The support of our customers along with that of Central Baltimore 
Partnership (CBP), Baltimore Roundtable for Economic Democracy (BRED) and 
our employees will allow us to finally bring our pizza, risotto, and other food back 
to Baltimore and keep operating in the community we love.” 
 
 The popular food, bar and music venue, which has been featured three 
times on Diners, Drive-ins and Dives and won numerous national and regional 
awards, will initially be open for delivery and take-out only.  Plans are underway 
to revamp the indoor dining area, expand to outdoor seating and include a small 
food store at the location.  The venue hopes to add back attractions such as art 
shows, local live music and comedy in the future. 
 
 “The resilience, creativity, enormous spirit and optimism that made Joe 
Squared a Baltimore icon also powered them through the pandemic and now to 
the launch of a 2021 version of their Station North destination. They have been 
badly missed, and they will be very warmly welcomed home,” said Ellen Janes, 
executive director of CBP.  The CBP, whose mission is to galvanize the 
renaissance of Central Baltimore, actively helped Joe Square reopen through its 
advocacy with businesses and government agencies. 
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 The restaurant will join the ranks of Red Emma's, Baltimore Bicycle 
Works, Thread Coffee, Taharka Brothers, The Greener Kitchen, and Mera 
Kitchen.  Under a worker-owned cooperative model, each worker-owner is a 
decision-maker in the business. 
 
  "Cooperative ownership just makes sense for small businesses in our 
sector," said Kate Khatib, co-founder of Red Emma's and executive director of 
BRED. "It's been a pleasure helping a restaurant we all know and love explore a 
conversion to worker-ownership, and we are looking forward to continuing to 
work closely with Joe and the team to realize their dreams of becoming fully 
worker-owned in 2021." 
 
 The Baltimore Roundtable for Economic Democracy is a worker-led non-
profit lender that provides support for existing worker-owned cooperatives and 
businesses exploring cooperative conversions. BRED is a member of Seed 
Commons, a cooperatively governed national CDFI fund that provides non-
extractive capital to help worker-owned businesses grow. 
 
 “Research shows that worker-owned businesses have the resiliency often 
needed to get through crisis,” said Edwardsen.  “Independent restaurants have 
been hit particularly hard by COVID and other economic factors.  We believe that 
this is the business model for the future and, more importantly, an important 
thank you to those people who have made Joe Squared what it is today – our 
employees.”  
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