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Ab o u t

Throughout  2020 ,  the  United

States  i s  ce lebrat ing  the

centennia l  of  the  ra t i f i cat ion  of

the  19th  Amendment ,  which

secured  women ’s  const i tut iona l

r ight  to  vote .  Today ,  more  than

68  mil l ion  Amer ican  women  vote

in  e lect ions  because  of  the

courageous  suf f rag i s t s  who  never

gave  up  the  f ight  fo r  equal i ty .

This  centennia l  i s  an

unpara l le led  opportun i ty  to

e levate  women 's  his tory  and  to

commemorate  a  milestone  of

Amer ican  democracy .

ALICE  PAUL  IN  FRONT  OF  THE

NATIONAL  WOMAN 'S  PARTY

HEADQUARTERS ,

WASHINGTON ,  D .C . ,  1920 .

Use this toolkit as your guide to

commemorating the centennial

in your state and community.

T h e  W o m e n ' s  S u f f r a g e
C e n t e n n i a l  C o m m i s s i o n  ( W S C C )
w a s  f o r m e d  b y  C o n g r e s s  t o
c o m m e m o r a t e  t h e  1 0 0 t h
a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  w o m e n ' s  r i g h t  t o
v o t e  a n d  t h e  1 9 t h  A m e n d m e n t .
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THE WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE MOVEMENT
 
Suffragists began their organized fight for

women’s equality in 1848 when they demanded

the right to vote during the first women’s rights

convention in Seneca Falls, New York. For the

next 72 years, women leaders lobbied, marched,

picketed, and protested for the right to the ballot.

The U.S. House of Representatives finally

approved the “Susan B. Anthony Amendment,”

which guaranteed women the right to vote, on

May 21, 1919. The U.S. Senate followed two weeks

later and voted to approve the 19th Amendment

on June 4, 1919.  The 19th Amendment then went

to the states, where it had to be ratified by three-

fourths of the then 48 states to be added to the

Constitution. Tennessee became the 36th and

final state needed to ratify the 19th Amendment

on August 18, 1920. On August 26, 1920, the U.S.

Secretary of State issued a proclamation

declaring the 19th Amendment ratified and

officially part of the U.S. Constitution. Today,

August 26th is celebrated annually as Women’s

Equality Day.
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l e a r n  t h e  history

SUFFRAGIST  AND

LAWYER  INEZ

MILHOLLAND  AT  A

WOMEN 'S  SUFFRAGE

PARADE  IN  NEW  YORK

CITY ,  MAY  3 ,  1913 .

Maine ratified the 19th Amendment on

November 4, 2019.

Prior to this, the Maine legislature

passed a constitutional amendment

allowing women’s suffrage in 1917, but it

was resoundingly defeated in a

statewide referendum the same year.

Suffrage organizations in Maine included

the Maine Woman Suffrage Association,

the Men’s Equal Suffrage League of

Maine, and the Maine branches of the

National American Woman’s Suffrage

Association and the National Woman’s

Party.

Suffragists like Ann Frances Greeley,

Sarah Jarvis, Florence Brooks

Whitehouse, Robert Treat Whitehouse,

Gail Laughlin, and Deborah Knox

Livingston were active in Maine.

MAINE QUICK FACTS
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MAINE  AND  THE  19TH  AMENDMENT

RATIFICATION  DATE :  NOVEMBER  5 ,  1919

LEARN  THE  HISTORY

ORIGINAL  SOURCE :  NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE

Women first organized and collectively fought
for suffrage at the national level in July of 1848.
Suffragists such as Elizabeth Cady Stanton and
Lucretia Mott convened a meeting of over 300
people in Seneca Falls, New York. In the
following decades, women marched, protested,
lobbied, and even went to jail. By the 1870s,
women pressured Congress to vote on an
amendment that would recognize their
suffrage rights. This amendment was
sometimes known as the Susan B. Anthony
Amendment and became the 19th
Amendment.
 
The amendment reads: 
"The right of citizens of the United States to
vote shall not be denied or abridged by the
United States or by any state on account of
sex."
 
Like many states in New England, Maine was a
place of early suffrage activity. Sisters Ann
Frances Greeley and Sarah Jarvis campaigned
for women’s right to vote in the 1850s. Both
Susan B. Anthony and Lucy Stone toured Maine
campaigning for suffrage. In 1857, a group of
Bangor women sent a petition to the Maine
legislature for a state constitutional
amendment enfranchising women. The
legislature ignored the petition.
 
Although the Maine suffrage movement was
primarily organized by wealthy women, there
were also textile workers who became involved
in the fight for the vote. In 1865, women factory
workers marched in the Lewiston
Independence Day parade with a banner that
read “Right of Suffrage to Every American
Citizen.” It would take another decade,
however, before Maine women organized
statewide for suffrage.
 
Thousands of women and men gathered in
Augusta in 1873 to form the Maine Woman
Suffrage Association (MWSA), with guest
speakers Lucy Stone and Julia Ward Howe. That
same year, the legislature responded to
petitions requesting a state suffrage
amendment, but the motion was voted down.
Over the next decades, women organizing
for temperance and labor rights continued to
also advocate for the right to vote.

The MWSA continued to relentlessly
campaign for a state constitutional
amendment. Slowly they were able to
increase public support for woman suffrage
across the state. Their progress led to both
the creation of the Maine Association
Opposed to Suffrage for Women in 1913 and
the Men’s Equal Suffrage League of Maine in
1914. It looked like victory was on the horizon
when the Maine legislature finally passed the
state constitutional amendment
overwhelmingly in 1917. The success was
short-lived; when the amendment was put to
the electorate later that year, Maine’s male
voters rejected it.
 
Repeated defeats at the state level led many
suffragists, including those from Maine, to
turn their efforts towards the passage of the
federal amendment. They worked for both
the National American Woman Suffrage
Association, led by Carrie Chapman
Catt, and Alice Paul’s National Woman’s
Party. Florence Brooks Whitehouse of
Portland, whose husband Robert formed the
Men’s Equal Suffrage League of Maine,
became the chairman of the Maine branch of
the National Woman’s Party. Gail Laughlin,
the first woman to practice law in the state,
became Vice President of the NWP. In 1929,
she became the first woman elected to the
Maine State Senate.
 
After decades of arguments for and against
women's suffrage, Congress finally approved
the 19th Amendment in June 1919. After
Congress passed the 19th Amendment, at
least 36 states needed to vote in favor of it for
it to become law. This process is called
ratification.
 
Governor Miliken called a special session of
the Maine legislature to consider ratification
of the amendment. On November 5, 1919,
Maine voted to ratify the Nineteenth
Amendment. By August of 1920, 36 states
(including Maine) ratified the amendment,
ensuring that the right to vote could not be
denied across the country based on sex.
 
Source: https://www.nps.gov/articles/maine-
and-the-19th-amendment.htm



commemorate across

your state

I s s u e  P r o c l a m a t i o n s  o r  E x e c u t i v e  O r d e r s :  Encourage  you r  Gove rno r  and

Mayo r s  ac ros s  the  s ta te  to  i s sue  a  commemora t i ve  proc lamat ion  o r  execut i ve

o rde r  to  r ecogn i ze  you r  s ta te ' s  o r  commun i t y ’ s  r o l e  i n  the  women ' s  su f f r age

movement ,  des igna te  Augus t  26 ,  2020  as  Women ' s  Equa l i t y  Day ,  o r  des igna te

2020  as  "The  Yea r  o f  Maine  Women . "  F ind  samples  and  t empla te s  a t

womensvo te 100 .o rg / r e so lu t i onsandorde r s .

 

P a s s  R e s o l u t i o n s :  Encourage  you r  s ta te  l eg i s l a tu re ,  c i t y  counc i l s ,  and  town

counc i l s  to  pass  commemora t i ve  r e so lu t i ons  to  r ecogn i ze  you r  s ta te ' s  o r

commun i t y ’ s  r o l e  i n  the  women ' s  su f f r age  movement ,  des igna te  Augus t  26 ,  2020

as  Women ' s  Equa l i t y  Day ,  o r  r ea f f i rm  you r  s ta te ' s  o r  commun i t y ’ s  commi tment

to  the  1 9 th  Amendment  and  to  up l i f t i ng  women ' s  vo i ces .  F ind  samples  and

templa te s  a t  womensvo te 100 .o rg / r e so lu t i onsandorde r s .

 

J o i n  t h e  F o r w a r d  I n t o  L i g h t  C a m p a i g n :  On  Augus t  26 ,  2020 ,  bu i ld ings  and

landmarks  ac ros s  the  count r y  wi l l  l i gh t  up  i n  purp le  and  go ld  to  ce leb ra te  the

100th  ann i ve r sa r y  o f  the  1 9 th  Amendment  and  women ’ s  r i gh t  to  vo te .  Th i s

na t i onw ide  ce leb ra t i on  o f  the  centenn ia l  i s  named  f o r  the  h i s to r i ca l  su f f r age

s logan ,  “Fo rward  th rough  the  Darknes s ,  Fo rward  i n to  L igh t . ”  Work  wi th  l eade r s ,

o rgan i za t i ons ,  and  commun i t i e s  i n  you r  s ta te  to  ce leb ra te  women ’ s  r i gh t  to  vo te

in  the  o f f i c i a l  su f f r age  co lo r s  o f  purp le  and  go ld ,  f r om  the  Sta te  Cap i to l  to

sky sc rape r s  to  br idges  to  c i t y  ha l l s .

wh a t 's  h a p p e n i n g  i n  M a i n e

In 2019, the Maine Suffrage Centennial Collaborative was established to
organize activities and programs to commemorate the centennial in Maine,
encourage private organizations, government entities, and the public to do
the same, partner with state and national efforts, and disseminate
information about centennial activities.

In March 2019, the Maine State Museum opened an exhibit titled Women’s
Long Road: 100 Years to the Vote, which runs through January 25, 2020.

In 2019, the Margaret Chase Smith Library displayed an exhibit on Margaret
Chase Smith’s involvement in the fight for the 19th Amendment.

The Seal Cove Auto Museum is displaying an exhibit called Engines of Change:
A Suffrage Centennial,  an exhibit focusing on the role the automobile played
in women’s independence and suffrage, from May 2020 to May 2021.
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G e t  i n s p i r e d
COMING  UP  IN  2020
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Forward  Into  L ight :  As  par t  of  the  WSCC ' s  Forward  In to  L ight  campa ign ,

s ta tes  across  the  count ry  wi l l  l i ght  the i r  bu i ld ings  and  l andmarks  i n  purp le

and  go ld  on  August  26 ,  2020 ,  the  centenn ia l  of  the  ra t i f i ca t ion  of  the  19 th

Amendment .  Some  s ta tes  s ta r ted  commemorat ing  the  centenn ia l  with

l ight ings  i n  2019 ,  i nc lud ing  Pennsy l van ia ,  Massachuset t s ,  and  V i rg in ia .  Are

you  i n  fo r  August  26 ,  2020 ?  Contact  the  WSCC  fo r  more  i n fo rmat ion .

 

Pro ject  19 :  Led  by  the  Women ’ s  Skyd iv ing  Network  (WSN ) ,  Pro jec t  19  i s  a

p lanned  j ump  of  100  women  skyd i ve r s  i n  Ju l y  2020  outs ide  of  Chicago  i n

ce lebra t ion  of  the  centenn ia l  of  women ’ s  r ight  to  vote .  The  WSN  a l so  has  a

sponsored  a l l -women  Pro fess iona l  Demonst ra t ion  Team ,  which  i s  schedu l ing

jumps  (at  no  charge ! )  dur ing  19 th  Amendment  ce lebra t ions  around  the

count ry  th roughout  2020 .  For  more  i n fo rmat ion ,  contact  Team  Capta in

Melan ie  Cur t i s  at  mel@melan iecur t i s .com .

 

Votes  for  Women Tra i l :  The  Nat iona l  Votes  fo r  Women  T ra i l  i s  a  pro jec t  l ed

by  the  Nat iona l  Col labora t i ve  fo r  Women ’ s  His to ry  S i tes  to  place  h i s to r i c

marker s  at  l oca t ions  re levant  to  the  h i s to ry  of  the  women ’ s  su f f rage

movement  i n  a l l  50  s ta tes .  The  WSCC  i s  par tner ing  with  the  Nat iona l

Co l l abora t i ve  fo r  Women ’ s  His to ry  S i tes  to  complete  the  T ra i l  i n  2020 .  V i s i t

womensvote 100 .org /votes - fo r -women - t ra i l  to  fo l low  the  T ra i l  and  f ind

h i s to r i c  s i tes  i n  your  s ta te .

 

Centennia l  R ide :  In  honor  of  the  centenn ia l  of  the  19 th  Amendment ,

hundreds  of  women  and  men  wi l l  par t i c ipate  i n  a  c ross -count ry  motorcyc le

tour  i n  2020 .  Rider s  wi l l  l eave  f rom  ten  di f fe rent  s ta r t ing  c i t i e s  around  the

count ry ,  and  more  than  1 ,000  r ide r s  wi l l  converge  on  Wash ington ,  D .C .

between  August  20 -23 ,  2020 .  Learn  more  at  www .centenn ia l r ide .com .

FORWARD

INTO  L IGHT

PROJECT  19

SKYDIVERS

VOTES  FOR

WOMEN  TRAIL

CENTENNIAL

RIDE



What: Hold a press conference, reception, or

public program commemorating the
centennial of the 19th Amendment and
women’s right to vote. Keep reading for
examples and ideas!

Where: Host an event at your State Capitol or

City Hall, or at a historic site, museum, school,
university, or community center. Find a list of
historic sites and places in Maine along the
National Votes for Women Trail at
womensvote100.org/get-involved.

When: Events celebrating the centennial can

be held anytime throughout 2020, but
particularly important dates include Black
History Month (February), Women’s History
Month (March), and June-August 2020,
building up to the official centennial date on
August 26, 2020.

Who: Invite members of your community to

your event, as well as state or local leaders
such as your Governor, First Lady/First Partner,
Members of Congress, State Legislators, Mayor,
or local Council Members. Invite a guest
speaker, such as a women’s suffrage historian,
and invite historic performers to portray
famous women of history. Find a list of
historians and performers at
womensvote100.org/get-involved.

Additional Details: The suffragists wore white

dresses to display their unity, and the yellow
rose became a symbol of the movement’s
ultimate victory. At your commemorative
event, decorate the room with yellow roses,
suggest your guests dress in white attire, and
offer replica Votes for Women pins, which can
be provided by the WSCC.
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P l a n  a n  Event

Maine Historical Society: mainehistory.org

Maine Municipal Association: memun.org

Maine Preservation: mainepreservation.org

Maine State Museum:

mainestatemuseum.org

Maine Suffrage Centennial Collaborative:

mainesuffragecentennial.org

Maine Women’s Hall of Fame:

uma.edu/about/community/mwhof/

Portland Women’s History Trail:

media.usm.maine.edu/~pwht/

Relevant Organizations in Your State:

"WE  KNOCK  AT  THE  BAR

OF  JUSTICE ,  ASKING  AN

EQUAL  CHANCE . "

-Mary Church Terrel l ,
suffragist  & founder of  the
National  Association of
Colored Women, 1898
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p l a n  a n  event

Street Renaming: Through  your  Mayor 's  office ,  change  the  name  of  a  street  in
your  city  in  honor  of  a  local  suffragist .
 
Suffrage Exhibits:  Work  with  your  local  historical  society  to  create  an  exhibit

about  your  community ’s  suffrage  story .
 
Purple and Gold Fireworks:  At  your  State  Fair ,  County  Fair ,  or  community

gathering ,  feature  a  display  of  purple  and  gold  f ireworks .
 
Musical Performances:  Hold  a  concert  featuring  female  composers  or
original  music  from  the  suffrage  movement ,  which  can  be  found  online

through  the  Library  of  Congress 's  searchable  archives .  
 
Film Screenings:  Host  screenings  of  f i lms  focused  on  the  suffrage  movement

or  women 's  empowerment ,  such  as  Iron  Jawed  Angels ,  Suffragette ,  or  A
League  of  Their  Own .
 
Suffrage Floats:   Include  a  suffrage-themed  f loat  in  state  and  local  parades .
 
Community Murals:  Hire  a  local  artist  to  create  a  suffrage-themed  mural  in
your  community  that  tells  the  story  of  the  suffrage  movement  in  your  state .  
 
Suffrage Centennial Races: Take  the  lead  from  the  National  Park  Service 's
Race  to  Ratif ication  and  hold  a  suffrage-themed  5K  or  10k  in  summer  2020 .
 
Wikipedia Edit-a-Thon:  Work  with  Wikipedia  to  plan  an  “Edit-a-Thon "
focused  on  your  state  and  local  suffrage  history .
 
Suffrage Essay or Art Contests:  Hold  an  essay  or  art  contest  for  students  on
topics  related  to  your  state  and  local  suffrage  history .
 
Suffrage Book Club:  Form  a  book  club  with  a  locally  owned  bookstore  to
read  and  discuss  books  about  the  women ’s  suffrage  movement .
 
Plantings of Yellow Roses:  Plant  yellow  roses  in  your  home ,  school ,  or
community  gardens  and  share  photos  on  social  media  using  the  hashtags

#WomensVote100 ,  #SuffrageSisters ,  and  #SuffraGents .

MORE  CENTENNIAL  CELEBRATION  IDEAS

"MEN ,  THEIR  RIGHTS ,  AND  NOTHING  MORE ;  WOMEN ,  THEIR  RIGHTS ,  AND  NOTHING  LESS . "

Susan B.  Anthony & El izabeth Cady Stanton,  c . 1868



join the conversation

Fo l low  @WomensVote100  on  Facebook ,

Twit te r ,  and  Ins tagram

Check  out  the  “Suf f rage  Sis ters ”  YouTube

channel

Subscr ibe  to  our  e -newslet ter  at

womensvote100 .org

Keep  an  eye  on  our  Maine  page  at

womensvote100 .org /maine

womensvote100 .org / l earn

womensvote100 .org /news

womensvote100 .org /s tates

STAY ENGAGED

 

FIND RESOURCES
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SAMPLE  SOCIAL  MEDIA  POSTS

FacebookInstagram

#WomensVote100 
#SuffrageSisters 
#SuffraGents

Use  these  hashtags  on

socia l  media  to  engage

with  your  community

dur ing  this  histor ic

moment :



Quest ions?
CONTACT  KIMBERLY  WALLNER ,

DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAMS  &  PARTNERSHIPS

202 -707 -0106

KIMBERLY@WOMENSVOTE100 .ORG

THE  100TH  ANNIVERSARY  OF  WOMEN 'S  SUFFRAGE
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WOMEN 'S  SUFFRAGE

CENTENNIAL  COMMISSION


