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This diagram shows the different levels of qualifications available. You can progress one level to 

the next. Start at the bottom of the chart and work your way up.
 
 

  UNIVERSITY 

    

LEVEL 

8 
 Doctorate 

PhD 
      

  

           

           

LEVEL 

7 
 Master’s degree 

MA, MSc, MPhil 
      

  

           

           

LEVEL 
6 

 

University 
Degree 

 
BA, BSc 

      
  

 
 

        
 

 
        

LEVEL 

5 

 
 Foundation 

Degree 
 

FdA, FdSc 

 
Higher National 

Diploma 
HND 

  

       

       

LEVEL 
4 

 
  

Higher National 
Certificate 

HNC 

  

         
            

LEVEL 
3 

 

A-Level 
 A2   L3 Extended 

Diploma 
(National Diploma) 

 
L3 Diploma 

(National Certificate) 

  

        

  AS    
  

            

            

LEVEL 

2 
 GCSE 

Grades A-C (new 9-4) 
   L2 Diploma 

(1st Diploma) 
 

  

          
            

LEVEL 
1 

 GCSE 
Grades D-G (new 3-1) 

   L1 Diploma 
(Foundation) 

 
  

            
            

ENTRY 
LEVEL 
1, 2, 3 

Key Stage 3   E1 / E2 / E3 Diploma 
(Foundation) 

 
  

        

 SCHOOL / 6th FORM F.E. COLLEGE 
 

 
  



 

 

 
This diagram shows the different levels of qualifications available. You can progress one level to 

the next. Start at the bottom of the chart and work your way up.
 

University Degree 
3-4 years 

               

  

Higher 
National 
Diploma 
(HND) 

2-3 years 

 

Foundation 
Degree 

2 years full-time 
3+ years part-time 

 NVQ 
Level 4   

               

AS & A2 
Levels 

International 
Baccalaureate 

1-2 years 

 

Vocational A 
Level 

(Advanced 
Vocational 

Certificate of 
Education) 
2 years 

 

BTEC 
National 
Diploma 
2 years 

 
NVQ 

Level 3 
(Advanced 

Apprenticeship) 

               

4/5 GCSEs 
Grade A - C  

Intermediate 
GNVQ 
1 year 

 

BTEC 
National 

First 
Diploma 
1 year 

 
NVQ 

Level 2 
(Apprenticeship) 

               

  

GCSEs 
Grades 
D - G 

1 or 2 years 

 
Foundation 

GNVQ 
1 year 

 NVQ 
Level 1   

               

Entry Level 1 / 2 / 3 

 
  



 

 

 

Level General information Entry Requirements What Next 

E1 
E2 
E3 

You will gain essential 
skills for life and 

progression at College 

There are generally no  
formal entry requirements 

Continue to improve your 
skills with higher entry 
level study, move on to 

Level 1 or find 
employment 

L1 

You will get the 
fundamental knowledge 
and skills you need for 

success at College and in 
your chosen career 

2 GCSEs 
or a suitable Entry Level 

qualification 

Progress onto a Level 2 
course or find an 
apprenticeship 

L2 

This is equivalent to 5 
GCSEs at grades A*-C/9-
4, you’ll concentrate on 

your preferred subject and 
cover all the essentials to 
progress to employment 

or next-level study 

3 GCSEs 
grades A*-D (9-3) 

or a suitable Level 1 
qualification 

Step up to a Level 3 
course, begin an 

apprenticeship or find 
employment/further 

training in your chosen 
industry 

L3 

This level will enable you 
to fine tune your skills and 
add specialist knowledge 

to prepare for a career 
doing something you love. 

 
If you choose to study an 
Extended Diploma you’ll 
work towards a Level 3 

Diploma in your first year 
and then the Extended 
Diploma in your second 

year 

4 GCSEs 
grades A*-C (9-4) 

or a suitable Level 2 
qualification. 

 
Some courses will have 

specific entry 
requirements 

Choose from 
employment, an 

advanced apprenticeship 
or a place at university 

 
Level 3 courses are worth 

the same number of 
UCAS points as 3 A2 

Levels 

 
  



 

 

 

New GCSE Grades from 2017 (Initially only English and Maths grades) 
 

New 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 

Old A* A B C D E/F G 

BTEC 
(Level 2) Distinction* Distinction Merit Pass  Level 1 

Pass   

 
 

UCAS Tariff Points from 2017  
(Some universities require particular grades rather than points) 
 

A
S 

Le
ve

l Grade Points (2017) Current 
Points 

 

A
 L

ev
el

 

Grade Points (2017) Current 
Points 

A* --- ---  A* 56 140 
A 20 60  A 48 120 
B 16 50  B 40 100 
C 12 40  C 32 80 
D 10 30  D 24 60 
E 6 20  E 16 40 

 

CE
RT

IF
IC

AT
E Grade Points (2017) Current 

Points 
 

SU
B

SI
D

IA
R

Y 
D

IP
LO

M
A

 Grade Points (2017) Current 
Points 

D* 28 70  D* 56 140 
D 24 60  D 48 120 
M 16 40  M 32 80 
P 8 20  P 16 40 

 

D
IP

LO
M

A
 

Grade Points (2017) Current 
Points 

 

EX
TE

N
D

ED
 D

IP
LO

M
A

 

Grade Points (2017) Current 
Points 

D*D* 112 280  D*D*D* 168 420 

D*D 104 260  D*D*D 160 400 
DD 96 240  D*DD 152 380 
DM 80 200  DDD 144 360 
MM 64 160  DDM 128 320 
MP 48 120  DMM 112 280 
PP 32 80  MMM 96 240 

 MMP 80 200 

Functional 
or Key 
Skills 

Level 
2 

10 (with 
restrictions) 10  MPP 64 160 

Level 
3 --- 20  PPP 48 120 

 


