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The Modern (mis)Perception

The Crusades were: good or bad (circle one)

"…the Holy War itself was nothing more than a long act of intolerance in the name of God, which is
the sin against the Holy Ghost." (Steven Runciman)

"There was never a greater crime against humanity than the Fourth Crusade." (Runciman)

1999 NY Times article: compared the Crusades to Hitler's atrocities or to other acts of genocide.

[The modern assumption is that] "during the Crusades, an expansionist, imperialistic Christendom
brutalized, looted, and colonized a tolerant and peaceful Islam." (Rodney Stark)

What were the Crusades?

The people's crusade

The children's crusade

What were the Crusades? in general, the Crusades were a series of military expeditions to recover
the Holy Lands from the Muslims from about 1096 - 1291 though sporadic Crusading activity
continued through the 15th century.

Generally 5 main Crusades that historians discuss.

Background to the Crusades

Western and Eastern (Byzantine) Empires --- Western and Eastern Churches
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a new threat was looming in the East, namely the Muslim Turks who conquered Armenia, Syria, &
Palestine, all of which were previously a part of the Byzantine Empire.
.

1095: the new Emperor Alexius I appealed to the papacy

November 1095 Pope Urban II at the Council of Clermont

"Under Jesus Christ, our Leader, may you struggle for your Jerusalem, in Christian battle line,
[that] most invincible line, even more successfully than did the sons of Jacob of
old—struggle, that you may assail and drive out the Turks, more execrable than the
Jebusites, who are in this land, and may you deem it a beautiful thing to die for Christ in that
city in which he died for us. But if it befall you to die this side of it, be sure that to have died
on the way is of equal value, if Christ shall find you in his army." (Urban II).

Trouble in Jerusalem

Muslim rule and treatment of Christians

Middle Ages middle Eastern "tolerance"

New Muslims in the Holy Lands: the Turks
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"They [the Turks] have completely destroyed some of God's churches & they have converted
others to the uses of their own cult. They ruin altars with filth & defilement. They circumcise
Christians and smear the blood from the circumcision over the altars or throw it into the
baptismal fonts. They are pleased to kill others by cutting open their bellies, extracting the end
of their intestines, and tying it to a stake. Then, with flogging, they drive their victims around
the stake until, when their viscera have spilled out, they fall dead on the ground. They tie others,
again, to stakes and shoot arrows at them; they seize others, stretch out their necks, and try to
see whether they can cut off their heads with a single blow of a naked sword. And what shall I
say about the shocking rape of women?" (Pope Urban II)

Other alleged atrocities

Deus Volt & cruce signati

What was the Motivation of the Crusaders?

Just wars require just causes: "The popes, like most Christians, believed war against the Muslims to
be justified partly because the latter had usurped by force lands which once belonged to Christians
and partly because they abused the Christians over whom they ruled..." (Derek Lomax)

Four Primary Motivations

1. Alleged atrocities of the Muslims

2. Promotion of Christendom

“Let the deeds of your ancestors move you and incite your minds to manly achievements;
the glory and greatness of king Charles the Great, and of his son Louis, and of your other
kings, who have destroyed the kingdoms of the pagans, and have extended in these lands
the territory of the holy church.” (Pope Urban II)

3. Sacred things and places: the role of pilgrimages and relics

4. The promise of forgiveness

"I say it to those who are present. I command that it be said to those who are absent.
Christ commands it. All who go thither & lose their lives, be it on the road or on the sea,
or in the fight against the pagans, will be granted immediate forgiveness of their sins."
(Urban II)

1st Crusade

about 150,000 people responded

"a crusade army was, in effect, a loosely organized mob of soldiers, clergy, servants, and
followers headed in roughly the same direction for roughly the same purposes" (Thomas
Madden)
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Mission Accomplished!!!

A "Christian" kingdom

Crusading knight orders

2nd Crusade

1144, the Christian stronghold at Edessa was captured by the Muslims

December 1, 1145 Pope Eugenius III issued a papal bull which launched the second crusade

A huge and humiliating failure

3rd Crusade

Muslim Disunity

al-Malik al-Nasir Salah al-Din Yusuf

"I think that when Allah grants me victory over the rest of Palestine I shall divide my
territories, make a will stating my wishes, then set sail on this sea for their far-off lands and
pursue the Franks there, so as to free the earth of anyone who does not believe in Allah, or
die in the attempt." (Saladin)

unified the various groups in Egypt and Syria

Jerusalem fell in 1187

A sleeping church is awakened

October 1187, Pope Gregory VIII issued a statement

o 7 year truce for all of Europe
o all to contribute by fasting, prayer, alms and also by repentance.
o a general tax across Europe called the "Saladin tithe"

the height of the crusading movement

Richard the Lionheart

A successful mission

Events back in the Byzantine Empire: emperor cage match - Isaac II vs. Frederick of Barbarossa
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4th Crusade

1198 Pope Innocent III

Trouble in Venice

Trouble in Zara

Trouble in Constantinople

"For they who are supposed to serve Christ rather than themselves, who should have used
their swords against the infidel, have bathed those swords in the blood of Christians. They
have not spared religion, nor age, nor sex, and have committed adultery and fornication in
public, exposing matrons and even nuns to the filthiness of their troops." (Innocent III)

5th Crusade

Innocent III proclaimed a 5th crusade in November 1215

repeatedly on the brink of massive success, but also ended in humiliating failure.

Subsequent Events

Frederick II, the HRE, a 10 year truce

King Louis IX led a crusade to Egypt

in 1291, the last crusader strongholds fell and the Muslims destroyed all of the coastal fortifications
so that Europeans would never return

Factors preventing further crusades

1. Weakening of the papacy
2. Bubonic Plague
3. A wicked alliance
4. Events in 1517

Other Relevant Factors

1. Many Crusaders committed vile acts of atrocities.

2. The Crusades weren't just limited to the Holy Land.

Reconquista in Spain
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Catharism or Albigensianism in France

3. Muslims did not view the Crusades as particularly problematic until relatively recently.

"This is a recurring war. The original crusades were brought by Richard from Britain, Louis from
France, and Barbarossa from Germany. Today the crusading countries rushed as soon as Bush
raised the cross. They accepted the rule of the cross." (Bin Laden)

Islam was a land of peace and tolerance?

That is what gave birth to the Crusades. They were not the brainchild of an ambitious pope or
rapacious knights but a response to more than four centuries of conquests in which Muslims
had already captured two-thirds of the old Christian world. At some point, Christianity as a
faith and a culture had to defend itself or be subsumed by Islam. The Crusades were that
defense. (Thomas Madden)

Muslims didn't pay much attention to the Crusades until recently. In fact, as late as the 17th

century, the overwhelming majority of Muslims in the holy lands hadn't even heard of the
Crusades. The term, harb al-salib, was only introduced into Arabic in the mid-19th century & the
first Arabic history of the crusades wasn't written until 1899.

Why not? because Islam was victorious.

"It is not the crusades that have led to modern tensions between the Muslim Middle East &
the West but the artificial memory of the crusades constructed by modern colonial powers
& passed down by Arab nationalists & Islamists. The medieval expeditions were stripped of
every aspect of their age & dressed up instead in the tattered rags of 19th century
imperialism. As such, they have become an icon for modern agendas that medieval
Christians & Muslims could scarcely have understood, let alone condoned." (Madden)

The Birth of Bitterness

Why does the myth persist? Why is there such a huge gap between cultural perception and
historical understanding?

Enlightenment: crush the infamy

Marxism: all about the money

Sir Walter Scott and Steven Runciman

What about perceptions in the Islamic world?

1. the dissolution of the Ottoman Empire and the partition of its land following WWI.
2. the creation of the nation of Israel following WWII.
3. colonialism
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What Should we Think about the Crusades Today?

All apologies for the Crusades

"Nine hundred years ago, our forefathers carried the name of Jesus Christ in battle across the
Middle East. Fueled by fear, greed, and hatred…the Crusaders lifted the banner of the Cross above
your people…On the anniversary of the First Crusade…we wish to retrace the footsteps of the
Crusaders in apology for their deeds..." (official statement of the "reconciliation walk")

A more nuanced perspective
● just requirements to go to war vs. just actions within the context of war
● City of Man vs. City of God

Recommended books:
o The Concise History of the Crusades by Thomas F. Madden
o God's Battalions: The Case for the Crusades by Rodney Stark
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