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Questions to Tackle

1. What is the Reformation?
2. What were the Factors leading to Reform?
3. How did the Reformation start?
4. How many reformers and reformations were there?
5. What were the theological distinctives of the reformation?
6. What were some of the other effects of the reformation?

What is the Reformation?

The Reformation was the 16th century theological movement that sought to 'reform' apparent
corruption in the Roman Catholic Church by appealing directly to Scripture and early tradition, but
which eventually divided the church into Roman Catholic and Protestant expressions.

What were the Factors leading to Reform?

1. Theological & moral corruption of the church & the papacy.

2. Pre-reformers: John Wycliffe & Jan Hus

3. The Renaissance

ad fontes "to the sources"

4. Historical circumstances

How did the Reformation start?

Context: 14th and 15th centuries papacy

o Avignon papacy: 70 years - the "babylonian exile" of the church.
o Great Schism: 40 years

1505 Pope Julius II decided that he wanted to rebuild St. Peter's Basilica.
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Indulgences and the treasury of merit
Johann Tetzel

Rhetorical technique

"every time a coin in the coffer rings, a soul from purgatory springs"

"cleaner than Adam before the fall"

for future sins!

Luther

1515: lecturing on Romans - the phrase the righteousness of God (dikaiosune theou)

Good news or bad news?

"I felt that I had been born anew and that the gates of heaven had been opened. The
whole of Scripture gained a new meaning. And from that point on the phrase 'the
righteousness of God' no longer filled me with hatred, but rather became
unspeakably sweet by virtue of a great love." (Luther)

95 Theses: October 31, 1517

semper reformanda (always reforming)

Meanwhile, in Italy: a new cathedral, a new crusade, a different opinion of corruption

How many Reformations and Reformers were there?

Pre-Reformation movements

Reformation movements:

1. German Reformation: Luther and Phillip Melancthon
2. Swiss Reformation: Zwingli and Calvin
3. English Reformation
4. The Radical Reformation: Anabaptists.
5. Counter-reformation
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Huldrych (or Ulrich) Zwingli
● January 1, 1484 in Switzerland
● Educated in Basel, Bern, and Vienna, and became priest at

the age of about 22 in 1506.
● In 1518, he moved to Zurich, where he served as priest at

the Grossmunster (big church).
● By then, he was already beginning to question many of the

theological assumptions of medieval Catholicism.

Indulgences and abuses

1522: party in Zurich during Lent

Marburg Colloquy of 1529

Luther's views on Zwingli

"I would rather drink pure blood with the pope than mere wine with Zwingli." (Luther)

Leading reformers:

● German Reformation (Lutheran): Martin Luther and Phillip Melancthon

● Swiss and French Reformation (Reformed): Huldrych Zwingli, Heinrich Bullinger, Martin Bucer,
John Calvin, Theodore Beza, William Farel

● Scottish Reformation: John Knox

● English Reformation (Anglican): Thomas Cranmer, Thomas Cromwell, William Tyndale

What were the theological distinctives of the Reformation?

ad fontes post tenebras lux (Latin: after darkness, light)

Unifying theological themes:

o Sola scriptura
o Sola gratia
o Sola fide
o Solus Christus
o Soli Deo gloria
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Sola Scriptura (Scripture alone)

the formal cause of the Reformation

medieval struggle for authority in the Catholic church

dual-source theory: tradition & Scripture are "equal"

He who does not accept the doctrine of the Church of Rome and pontiff of Rome as an infallible rule of
faith, from which the Holy Scriptures, too, draw their strength and authority, is a heretic.

sola Scriptura not solo Scriptura: lots of other things are authoritative: government, parents,
employers, natural laws, science, etc.

norma normans non normata

Scripture is the master; the church is the minister.

"Unless I am convinced by the testimony of the Scriptures or by clear reason (for I do not
trust either in the pope or in councils alone, since it is well known that they have often erred
and contradicted themselves), I am bound by the Scriptures I have quoted and my
conscience is captive to the Word of God. I cannot and I will not recant anything, since it is
neither safe nor right to go against conscience." (Luther)

Not a repudiation of tradition, but a reorientation of order

The Church was born by the word of promise through faith, and by this same word is nourished
and preserved. That is to say, it is the promises of God that make the Church, and not the
Church that makes the promise of God. For the Word of God is incomparably superior to the
Church, and in this Word the Church, being a creature, has nothing to decree, ordain, or make,
but only to be decreed, ordained, and made. For who begets his own parent? Who first brings
forth his own maker? (Luther)

Sola Gratia - Grace Alone

Pelagius

Subtle drift to Pelagianism
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“God does not deny grace to the man who does what is in him” - Thomas Aquinas

What's wrong with that?

1. It makes God's grace dependent and passive. God waits for your first act of obedience and then
He jumps in and gives grace. We do our best and God does the rest.

2. It assumes that doing what is in you is a good thing!

The importance of hamartiology: are you sick and wounded or dead?

The implication of predestination: the doctrines of grace

Sola Fide - Faith Alone

Earned grace?

But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works; otherwise grace would no longer be grace.
(Romans 11:6)

Justified by faith is he who, excluded from the righteousness of works, grasps the righteousness of
Christ through faith and, clothed in it, appears in God’s sight not as a sinner, but as a righteous person.
(Calvin)

Question 60 of the Heidelberg Catechism, a 1563 Reformed formulation of the Christian faith:

Q: How are you righteous before God?

A: Only by true faith in Jesus Christ. Even though my conscience accuses me of having grievously
sinned against all God’s commandments, of never having kept any of them, and of still being
inclined toward all evil. Nevertheless, without any merit of my own, out of sheer grace, God
grants and credits to me the perfect satisfaction, righteousness, and holiness of Christ, as if I had
never sinned nor been a sinner, and as if I had been as perfectly obedient as Christ was obedient
for me. All I need to do is accept this gift with a believing heart.

RC rejection of "faith alone"

"if anyone says, that by faith alone the ungodly are justified in such a way as to mean that nothing
else is required to co-operate in order to receive the grace of justification and that is not necessary
for a man to be prepared and disposed by the movement of his own will; let him be anathema."
(Canon IX of Council of Trent)

5



Faith alone, but not a faith which remains alone

Faith, thus receiving and resting on Christ and his righteousness, is the alone instrument of
justification: yet is it not alone in the person justified, but is ever accompanied with all other
saving graces, and is no dead faith, but worketh by love. (Westminster Catechism)

Solus Christus - Christ alone

The problem is not the person of Christ, but the work of Christ. What did He actually accomplish?

Christ's work mediated through priests and penitential system

"Christ has borne all our pain and travail. Hence, whoever attributes to works of penance
what is Christ's alone, errs and blasphemes God." (Zwingli)

an "alien righteousness"

Soli Deo Gloria - Glory to God Alone

Do I contribute anything? Do I have any grounds for boasting in myself?

The Reformation is about sufficiency.

1. Is Scripture sufficient or do we need extrabiblical revelation and papal decrees and tradition in
order to know God and live rightly and be saved?

2. Is grace sufficient or do we also need works?
3. Is faith sufficient, or do we also need sacraments?
4. Is Christ sufficient or do we also need Mary and the saints and ancient relics?
5. Is the cross sufficient or do we also need purgatory and indulgences?

What were some of the other effects of the Reformation?

Bad: unintended consequences of the Reformation

1. Secularization
2. A disregard of tradition
3. Disunity

The irony of these consequences

Good: positive effects of the Reformation in no certain order

1. Congregational singing
2. Bible translations
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3. Breakdown of clergy/laity distinction
4. Restoration of the primacy of the word of God
5. Increased literacy
6. The recovery of the sanctity of common work
7. Renewed concern for corporate obligations and duties of service
8. Reformation of the understanding of the church
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