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From the Desk of our President . . .  

Greetings Women of the Councils of Catholic Women, 
 
I have spoken and written how many people would not 
have come into my life if I had not volunteered. Proba-
bly all of us could make the same comment. I have 
come to realize the “meeting” of others is not the same 
as “knowing” others. 
 
In late October, I gave a board member a ride to an 
event. She thanked me and commented, “I knew your 
name and what you looked like and now I know you.” 
I imagine many of us who are active in the Council of 
Catholic Women are more apt to say I have met her 
rather than I know her. Perhaps we all could find op-
portunities to move from “met’ to “know.” 
 
As a member of the Council of Catholic women, I have not only had the opportuni-
ty to know many women, I also have come to know all the ways we reach out to 
others to support, educate and empower women in spirituality, leadership and ser-
vice. Our mission is not empty words……they are words of action. 
 
Recently we helped to fill a shipping container with hygiene products for Haiti, fill 
a semi-trailer with gifts headed to Appalachia, and held a day of reflection that 
deepened our faith and encouraged us to share that faith with others. 
 
Let me share three “new” programs for me that have identified a need and answered 
the need with practical approaches. 
 
Today the Grandparent Ministry is active many of our parishes. Like most of our 
“new endeavors” it came out of a need. Grandparents wanted to pass on the faith 
and keep prayer at the heart of the family life.  You can be part of this. Not a grand-
parent? No worries. I joined as a woman who does not have a grandchild and yet 
know we need to pass on our faith. The Catholic Grandparents Association is a na-
tional and offers resources at catholicgrandparentsassociaitn.org. Chair on the 
ACCW board is Colleen Dobie. 
 
Cathy Carson, the Cana Institute representative serves on the ACCW board. Cathy 
has presented at Deanery meetings and would welcome the opportunity offer more 
information how we can build strong and vibrant marriages and family life. We 
know marriages and family life are under attack in our culture. 
 
When one hears Apostolate for Family Consecration one might respond with “what 
is that? ”Maureen Stanoch, ACCW board member, has been part of the AFC for  
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Dates to Remember! 

2021 

December 24  Office closed for Christmas 

2022 

January 1      Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 

February 19     Legislative Day 

  St. Pius V, Cannon Falls 

March 2 Ash Wednesday 

Deanery Presidents 

Minneapolis   Terri Pontious  763-755-9315  

Northeast       Mary Lou Wilharber  651-

429-2140 

Northwest      Betty Thomes  763-443-9452 

Southeast       Laurie Otte   507-663-0512 

Southwest      Colleen Hogan  507-304-5755 

Resolutions Submission 
    

Affiliated organizations and ACCW Individual 
Members are invited to submit resolutions for 
consideration at the ACCW Annual Meeting to the 
ACCW office by January 6, 2022. 

Resolutions are statements of direction for ACCW 
members to use for program planning.    
 
They consist of the rationale for the action 
(Whereas statements) and the call for a specific 
action  (Resolved statements.)  

Resolutions must be consistent with the ACCW 
and NCCW Mission Statement and must not  
duplicate a previously approved resolution.  They 
need to be capable of implementation by ACCW 
members at the Archdiocesan and parish levels.   

After approval by the Resolutions Committee and 
Board of Directors, the resolutions will be pre-
sented to the membership for discussion and vote 
during the Annual ACCW Convention Business 
Meeting on April 29. Majority vote is required for 
final approval. 

Check out our website!    

www.accwarchspm.org 

The ACCW Board of Directors 

and staff wish to take this  

opportunity to say Thank You to 

everyone who has supported us 

so faithfully this past year. We 

wish you and your families and 

loved ones a Merry Christmas!  

Make sure to follow us on facebook:  
St. Paul and Minneapolis  
Archdiocesan Council of  

Catholic Women 

It’s Official! 



 
On December 8, 1965, The 
Church's Magisterium, at 
the Second Vatican Coun-
cil, made an amazing and 
bold declaration, To All 
Women, in its Closing Mes-
sage:  "The hour is coming, 
in fact has come, when the 
vocation of women is being 
acknowledged in its full-
ness, the hour in which 
women acquire in the world 
an influence, an effect and a 
power never hitherto 
achieved. That is why, at his 
moment when the human 
race is undergoing so deep a 

transformation, women imbued with a spirit of the Gospel can 
do so much to aid humanity in not falling".  
 

My Dear Sisters, we can only do this by following Christ!  
It always takes courage to be a follower of Jesus Christ. 
His standards cannot always be made reasonable to an 
unbelieving world. At this time in human history the fol-
lowers of Jesus must be people who have the courage to 
swim against the stream, to say “no” when all are saying 
“yes”, or to say “yes” when all are saying “no”; At times 
we need appear reckless to the worldly people we encoun-
ter.  
 
One of my favorite Feasts of the Church is Epiphany, 
when the Magi visit the baby Jesus and Holy Family. The 
magi had such courage.   They set out on their seemingly 
foolish search and persevered in it until…  They found. 
They are rightly called wise.  To the clever people who 
mocked them, they seemed foolish. They possessed, 
along with courage, the best wisdom there is, the spiritual 
insight to recognize the unique call of God and follow it 
regardless of the cost. As their search neared its end, they 
were “overjoyed at seeing the star.”   They had reason to 
be filled with joy for they were successful. They were 
vindicated.  It was they who had been proven wise: their 
critics were the fools. From the Magi’s point of view, the 
search had been all theirs. In reality, God had been seek-
ing them out.  That was crucial not only for the Magi but 
also for us. To see that there is part to the story.  
 
When I was three years old, I came home to my mother in 
tears. After my mother had dried my tears, she asked the 
reason I was crying. I said, “we were playing hide and 
seek.  I hid. And no one looked for me”.  When you are 
only three, that can be crushing. “No one looked for me.” 
 
Someone IS looking for you, NOW! God is looking for 
you he’s drawing you to himself, as he drew the Magi by 
the star. If only you look up and be bold, you’ll find him.  

Fr. Dan Haugan 
ACCW Spiritual Advisor 

 
Then, like the Magi, you too will be overjoyed to know 
that even now God is looking for you, drawing you to 
himself, it’s truly a cause for joy. The joy the Magi had 
was not the end of the story, however, when they finally 
arrived at the goal of their journey – they worshiped 
Christ. their worship was not merely reciting prayers 
from memory or from a book; they offered the best they 
had. The person who would never learns to worship like 
this is that much poorer indeed.  How sad when the Sac-
rifice of the Mass for so many Catholics is merely the 
boring fulfillment of a legal obligation. No wonder such 
people come late and leave early, complaining that they 
are getting nothing out of it. If that is your problem, do 
what the Magi did. Offer God the best you have: some-
thing precious, something costly. Then you will discover 
even if only for a few fleeting minutes, the indescribable 
joy of self-forgetfulness, the joy of true worship.  
 
After the Magi had worshiped, they returned home, and 
they went back changed, they had been touched by their 
experience. Touched by God, they had a message for 
others who thought themselves wise but turned out to be 
foolish.   As mothers, daughters, sisters, and friends you 
need to return home changed each week from Mass, 
changed from your encounter with Christ, changed after 
meeting Him in the Eucharist. You do have a message 
for others. You have become women changed by Christ, 
“Women now imbued with a spirit of the Gospel who 
can do so much to aid humanity in not falling.”  

 

 
President’s column continued from page one 
 
 

some time and this has become her passion. We proba-
bly have heard of the Consecration to Mary and the 
Consecration to St. Joseph. Doesn’t seem the natural 
next step would be Consecration to the Holy Family. 
Maureen will be presenting this at Deanery Meetings. 
She would be able to answer any of your questions. I 
found the website for the Apostolate for Family Conse-
cration (AFC) very informative.   
 
Do you want to know more? Contact: 
Colleen Dobie Chair of Grandparent Ministry  
bdobieclan@usfamily.net 
Cathy Carson Chair of Marriage and Family Life 
cathy@canfamilyinstitute.com 
Maureen Stanoch Chair of Ecumenism/Evangelization 
mstanoch@yahoo.com 

Blessings,                                                                                                                   
Mickey Nickelson, ACCW President                                                                                             
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Spiritual Advisor’s Corner 
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Florence Schmidt, Chair 
 
 

Under “Organization” is a title called “On the Road”.  
Many members have asked what that is all about.  Others 
have already had the opportunity to be visited by “On the 
Road”. 
 
“On the Road” is a great group of ACCW Board mem-
bers who visit your deanery and spend about 3 hours help-
ing you learn more about your organization and your role 
in the group.   
 
Topics include: 

Our CCW History 
Role of President and Vice President 
Role of Secretary 
Role of Treasurer 
Role of Members 
 

 
 
 

Cindy Prior 
Communications/Historian 

 
For this month’s article for the IMAGE I thought it would 
be informative to share with all of you my service report 
from the August, 2021 NCCW convention in Arlington, 
VA. These are some very useful examples of what we can 
do to follow the scriptures of the  Beatitudes and Matthew 
25 to help others in our community, especially with the 
Advent season here. God Bless everyone and happy Ad-
vent. 
 
The Service Commission session on Aug. 27, focused on 
three main areas-1)Helping with Moms In Need; 
2)”Friends Through Pens” program; 3)Human Trafficking 
and Domestic Violence. 
 
The Helping with Moms in Need programs stressed the 
need for having crisis centers for moms in need and preg-
nancy centers as well. A suggestion was made to have 
baskets of needed items for young moms at local church-
es. The Madonna Plan was also mentioned as a very use-
ful program for this area of help for moms. 
 
The “Friends Through Pens” program is a pen pal connec-
tion where people can write letters to prisoners to spark 
friendships to help them in their time of need for interac-
tions with others. This was started through the Archdio-
cese of Milwaukee (Urban Ministry Office), a ministry 
that can be done from the comfort of your own homes.  
 
 

There are small group dis-
cussions led by our ACCW 
Officers - followed by: 
 
•    How we Communi-

cate, and 

• Membership Recruit-
ment and Retention.  

 
The event is open to all 
members of your deanery 
and the cost is only $50 
which covers the printing 
costs, etc. 
 
Want “On the Road” to 
visit your deanery?  Contact me by emailing   flor-
ence507@comcast.net.  You give us the date and place 
and we will be on the road! 
 

This mentoring program is sponsored by the Order of 
Malta. Every month you would commit to writing to an 
inmate who has been screened by the program. You just 
use first names with correspondence with the inmates to 
keep confidentiality. Rob Shelledy is the Diocesan Direc-
tor for this program and can be reached at 414-758-2286/
shelledyr@archmil.org.  I believe outgoing NCCW Presi-
dent Jean Kelly spoke about her involvement with this 
program at the June 11 Province Conference and her 
grateful experience with it.  
 
The Human Trafficking and Domestic Violence Speaker 
was a former parole officer at San Quentin prison. She 
really emphasized the need for awareness of this program. 
More information can be found on the NCCW website. 
She stressed the visual symbol of a victim using the hand 
up symbol — thumb closed over the fingers to indicate “I 
am in trouble—please help!”. If you see a person using 
this hand gesture in public report to 911 immediately.  
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Leadership 

Organization Commission 

Executive Committee 
President:  Mickey Nickelson, 651-698-3708 
Immediate Past President: Betty Berge 
1st VP:   Kathy Zweber 
2nd VP:  Doreen Hogan 
Secretary:  Colleen Hogan 
Treasurer:  Karen Vanney 
Parliamentarian: Pat Reymann 
All Commission Chairs 

mailto:florence507@comcast.net
mailto:florence507@comcast.net
mailto:414-758-2286/shelledyr@archmil.org
mailto:414-758-2286/shelledyr@archmil.org


Betty Berge 
Membership  

 
 

If your parish is struggling due to declining membership 
in your councils, you are not alone. Several other parishes 
are experiencing the same challenges as many of their 
dedicated members are getting older. Younger women 
may be busy with growing families or demanding careers.  
Whatever the reasons, we need to address these concerns.   
 
Our history speaks volumes as to our accomplishments as 
strong Catholic women and we cannot sit idle and allow 
our councils to fail.  Help is available from the Organiza-
tion Commission, through the Membership and Mentor-
ing groups of the ACCW.  We are excited to reach out to 
Parishes and Deaneries to offer suggestions and assis-
tance.  A few ideas that might be considered include: 
 

• Get the support of your pastor, inform him of the ser-
vices provided by women 

• Merge with another parish near your location 

• Invite ACCW Board members to meet with a small 
group at your parish  

• Think outside traditional lines for meetings by offer-
ing fun events  

• Gather names of those interesting in positive results 

• Set up a core team instead of officers to share leader-
ship responsibilities 

• Plan spiritual events to bring woman together 

• Offer Mentoring to willing women 

• Speak of positive things you have encountered w/ 
CCW to all your friends 

• Continue to Pray 
 
 

Doreen Hogan 
2nd Vice President  

 
 
 

RED Friday 
 
What is RED Friday you ask? RED stands for Remember 
Everyone Deployed and was created by military support-
ers and families in the early 2000’s and it still stands 
strong today.  
 
To participate in RED Friday, you simply wear a red arti-
cle of clothing every Friday until all of our actively de-
ployed service men and women return home.  
 
This is a small act to show them they are not forgotten, 
that we are rooting for them and looking forward to their 
return. Doing this also serves to remind us of the selfless 
sacrifices these men and women choose to make for us 
and our country day in and day out.  
 
Many of us have been personally touched by the military  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

in one way or another and either currently have or previ-
ously had an immediate family member or close friend 
deployed. This was a great way for us to come together as 
a team and show our support for those overseas.  
 
So the next time you are standing in front of your closet on a 

Friday morning wondering what to wear for the day, consider 
being a part of this small act and putting on something RED! 

Prayer For the Safety of Soldiers 

Almighty and eternal God, 
those who take refuge in you will be glad 
and forever will shout for joy. 
Protect these soldiers as they discharge their duties. 
Protect them with the shield of your strength 
and keep them safe from all evil and harm. 
May the power of your love enable them to return home 
in safety, that with all who love them, 
they may ever praise you for your loving care. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

 
 
 

Karen Vanney 
Treasurer  

 
 

Second notices for the St. Paul & Minneapolis Archdioce-
san Council of Catholic Women (ACCW) Affiliate dues 
were mailed in October. As of October 28, 2021, sixty 
three (63) out of 117 parish women’s groups have paid 
their ACCW Affiliate dues of $40.00.   Thank you to 
those groups that have submitted their dues payments.  
  

ACCW membership runs from September 1 
 through August 31. 

Dues were due September 1. 
Please mail your dues to ACCW, 777 Forest St, St. Paul. 

MN  55106-3857 
 

If your group has not yet paid ACCW affiliate dues, 
please try to do so soon.  Thank you in advance. 
 
Affiliate membership dues to the National Council of 
Catholic Women (NCCW) are paid directly to the 
NCCW.  The NCCW Affiliate membership form can be 
downloaded from the NCCW website  www.nccw.org.  
The parish dues are $100.00.  The deanery dues are also 
$100.00.  NCCW dues are based on the calendar year and 
are due on January 1.   
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Parliamentarian Report 
Pat Reymann     

 
MOTHER, MAY I? 
 

Do you remember the game from your childhood called 
“Mother, May I?”  After “mother” gave you a direction, 
you had to ask her permission before you could actually 
carry it out.  If you forgot to ask, you had to go back to 
the starting point. 
 
That’s reminiscent of a rule of debate in Robert’s that 
states that a member may not speak until she has received 
permission from the Chair - i.e., is “recognized.” 
 
If this rule is not followed in a meeting, chaos can result!  
No matter the size of the group or the amount of formali-
ty, members must wait for the Chair to signal her permis-
sion before anyone begins to speak.   
 
In a large group, the Chair may call on people who are 
waiting at microphones.  In a medium-sized group, mem-
bers might stand or raise their hands for recognition.  In 
virtual meetings, members may use the Raise Hand fea-
ture or physically raise their hands on camera.  Even in 
small groups, permission is needed and may be signaled 
by something as simple as a nod of the head. 
 
If your meetings are getting out of hand, stand back and 
see if you are insisting on recognition by the Chair.  If 
you are the Chair, interrupt someone who is speaking out 
of turn and remind her - and the group - that your permis-
sion is necessary first.  Then give “the floor” to someone 
else.  If you are a member, you can raise a Point of Order 
in which you ask the Chair to enforce the rule. 
  
There is no reason to put up with a chaotic meeting when 
you can utilize this basic rule to bring back order and de-
corum. Try it; you’ll like it. And mother will be so proud! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Mentoring 
Lucy Johnson    

 
 

Have you ever wondered why ACCW has Commissions 
and not committees?  According to The ACCW Mary and 
Elizabeth Mentorship Program booklet, the word Com-
mission comes from the Second Vatican Council’s quote 
“through baptism and confirmation, the laity are commis-
sioned to be apostles”.  
 
In the 1960s, NCCW organized its many committees and 
activities into a Commission structure that would function 
to connect and communicate with Councils at all levels or 
rings.  Whereas a committee has one focus, a commission 
embodies many areas of interest under one topic.  Each 
commission has a chair and several vice-chairs that corre-
spond to the areas of interest.   
 
The number of NCCW Commissions has changed over 
the years.  First there were five commissions, then 6.  To-
day NCCW has three: Spirituality, Leadership, and Ser-
vice. 
 
Similarly to NCCW, ACCW is organized on the Commis-
sion system.  ACCW retained the six Commissions but 
grouped them under Spirituality, Leadership and Service 
as follows:  
Spirituality includes Family and Church; Leadership in-
cludes Organization and Legislation; and Service includes 
Community and International. 
 
You may recognize the words Spirituality, Leadership, 
and Service which appear in the Mission Statement for 
both NCCW and ACCW.   
 
Fun fact: The NCCW President was the only lay woman 
observer at the Second Vatican Council and was present-
ed with a copy of Apostolicam Actuositatem, Decree on 
the Apostolate of the Laity by Pope Paul VI. 

 
 

ACCW board members, left, and Fr. Dan Haugan and Archbishop Bernard Hebda, center, participate in the October Prov-
ince Board Meeting.  



 
 

Pat Reinardy, Chair 
 

 

On May 29, 2019, a lawsuit was filed to do away with 
Minnesota common Sense Pro-Life Law. This is what we 
are talking about: 
 
•  Woman’s right to know. They received information 

about abortion risks and alternatives. 
• Parental Notification.  Ensures that parents are noti-

fied before a minor undergoes an abortion. 
• Abortion Reporting.  Requires that basic data about 

abortion in Minnesota be collected. 
• Physician only. Requires that people who perform 

abortions be doctors. 
• Fetal Disposal. Requires that the remains of aborted 

children be treated in a dignified manner. 
 
The House of Representatives just passed Federal Spend-
ing Bills without abortion restrictions for the first time in 
decades.  The Senate has yet to act on it.  Hyde Amend-
ment (prohibits taxpayer money for abortion and the 
Helm’s amendment prohibiting taxpayer money for abor-
tion in other countries.  Please contact your Senators and 
representatives and tell them you do not want your tax 
dollars paying directly to kill preborn children. 
 
Archbishop Salvatore J Cordilione of San Francisco has 
called on all Catholics and others of good will to fast and 
pray for speaker Nancy Pelosi.  
 
He is calling on all Catholics to pray the rosary once a 
week and fast on Friday for the conversion of Pelosi’s 
heart.  We also have many leaders who need a change of 
heart.  Also, remember to pray the Memorare for the un-
born. 
 
Jim Daly is the President of “Focus on the Family”. He is 
about keeping the family together.  He stated that $30 
trillion has been spent fighting poverty in this country.  
Divorce is the worse dilemma for families. Moms who 
stay in an intact family only have a poverty rate of eight 
percent.  Once divorced, 38% of mothers and children 
live at or below the poverty level. 
 
Regardless of what denomination we attend, we need to 
fight the culture by taking the high road that God wants us 
to take by living well, to drive people to HIM like the ear-
ly church. 
 
My husband had a serious case of pneumonia and they 
wanted to move him to another hospital but no beds were 
available.  He waited 10 1/2 hours in the emergency room 
before they found a bed.  The biggest reason beds are so  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
short is the lack of staffing.  I 
asked our representative 
why?  She said we do not 
have enough young nurses 
graduating. 
 
We need to be aware that 
abortion and families having 
only two or less children 
could be a problem in our 
country in the years to come.  
China has a real worker prob-
lem because of regulating the 
number of children allowed.  
Within the next decade, Chi-
na estimates they will be 100 million workers short. 
 
Let us be informed locally and be aware of the right or 
wrong of the policies of our country 

President Mickey Nickelson spoke to the group at the 
Nov. 20 Day of Reflection. 
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Legislation Commission 

Leadership 
Organization Commission 
Chair: Florence Schmidt  651-484-8670 
Membership:  Betty Berge 
Mentoring:  Lucy Johnson 
Communications/Historian:   Cindy Prior 
Image Editor:  Carol Shukle (Resource) 
 
Legislation Commission 
Chair:   Pat Reinardy  507-263-3295 



living in unbelievable odd 
that the Father would keep 
His promise and send a 
Savior – his only Son. In 
this season of Advent, revel 
in that great hope. 
 
Happy Birthday Jesus! 
Christmas Peace 
Joyful New Year 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This is done in the context of the family of Jesus, focus-
ing on The Virgin Mary and Saint Joseph. 
 
May you and your family share in the joy of Advent.  
 
 
 
 

Jane Rosner, Chair 

 
 
 

It is that time of year – Advent, Christmas and New 
Years. 
 
Rushing to shop, bake, decorate, and send messages of 
love, and yet I stop, reflect on the goodness of the Lord. 
 
The dollars that Jesus deals are prayers, dreams, promis-
es and possibilities as our ancestors waited in hope,  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Eastern Rite Catholics 
Sue Nasseff   

 
 
 

The Eastern Rite Maronite Catholic Church moves on in 
October from The Feast of The Glorious Cross, the last 
liturgical season of the Maronite year. Saint Helen found 
the Cross of Christ while on a pilgrimage to the Holy 
Land. We celebrate this feast to remember that the Holy 
Cross is our Salvation. Adam’s tree of sin became 
Christ’s tree of life. 
 
November begins the new liturgical season of Advent 
which ends on Christmas. The word 'Advent' literally 
means 'coming' – it's derived from the Latin word 
“Adventus.” Advent consists of six Sundays, which tell 
the story of the Birth of Jesus.   
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Spirituality 

Church Commission 

Spirituality 
Church  Commission 
Chair: Jane Rosner 651-261-2534 
Liturgy/Scripture/ Retreats: Maureen Daly 
Vocations:  Jean Buchmann 
Eastern Rite Catholics: Susan Nasseff 
Naomi-Ruth Prayer Partners: Georgine Gansen 
Ecumenism/Evangelization/Adoration: Maureen Stanoch 
 
Family Commission 
Chair:   Marcia Simon  952-652-2998 
Media Influence:  Cathy Evans 
Respect Life:  Karen McCann 
Marriage and Family Life: Cathy Carson 
Grandparent Ministry: Colleen Dobie 
Religious Recognitions:  Theresa Cermak (Resource) 

Mass was part of the ACCW Morning of Reflection Nov. 20 



Ecumenism/Evangelizaton/
Adoration 

Maureen Stanoch 
 

 

The apparitions at Fatima in 1917 conjure up in our minds 
the beautiful image of “Our Lady of Fatima.” Many do 
not realize, however, that while the masses of people 
were watching what we now call, “The Miracle of the 
Sun,” the children were caught up in a series of visions 
of our Lady. One of these visions was of the Holy Fam-
ily. Mary is presenting Jesus; He is central. St Joseph is 
holding the Child Jesus and is prominent in his leadership 
role as husband, father and protector. Mary is dressed in 
white with a blue mantle. St Joseph and Jesus “seemed to 
be blessing the world, making the Sign of the Cross,” ac-
cording to the eldest visionary, who became a nun, Sr. 
Lucia. Concern for the family was a central part of the 
Fatima message.  
 
A special image of “The Holy Family of Fatima,” was 
commissioned by Jerome Coniker, founder of the Aposto-
late for Family Consecration (AFC). When shown the 
picture on Dec. 12, 2001, Sr. Lucia found it a faithful rep-
resentation of the Holy Family. With the added symbol-
ism, it conveys the rich meaning of the Fatima message. 
She responded that the imagery was the best a human be-
ing could do. Included is the imagery of the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus that brings the blessings and protection through 
the twelve promises of the Sacred Heart to St Margaret 
Mary.  
 
The ACCW is working with this family apostolate in 
helping us “to prepare and understand consecration of our 
families to the Holy Family.” It is choosing Jesus, and the 
emphasis is on relationship. This work was enthusiasti-
cally blessed and encouraged by now Sts. Mother Te-
resa of Calcutta and Pope John Paul II.  This is suita-
ble for a family 
or single person. 
We all sense that 
the world is in 
upheaval. The 
family needs 
these graces. In 
Romans 5, St 
Paul tells us, 
“but where sin 
increased, grace 
abounded all the 
more.”  Where 
there is dark-
ness, God sends 
the brightest of 
light.  

 
 
 

 

The Holy Family is our model on earth of the Holy Trini-
ty in heaven. Let us bring the true joy of the Kingdom 
into our homes. It will set into motion a tremendous spir-
itual power. Mary promised at Fatima that her Immacu-
late Heart will Triumph!   
 
Our New Ulm Diocese is leading the charge in bring-

ing this Family Consecration to parishes! This is per-
fectly timed with the beginning of Advent, ushered in by 
the Feast of Christ the King and leading to Christmas and 
the Feast of the Holy Family. The Sacred Heart of Jesus 
is the Center of all our ministries. Watch for information 
through your deaneries. To Jesus, through Mary, in union 
with St Joseph. 

Naomi Ruth Prayer  
Partnership 

Georgine Gansen 

 
I would like to thank everyone that signed up at the con-
vention to be in the Naomi-Ruth Prayer Partnership Pro-
gram. 
 
I have a few new names but would like a few more to 
match them up with a prayer partner.  Presidents of the 
Deaneries please make copies of the Naomi-Ruth Pro-
gram and take it to you meetings to share. (not the sign 
up card) Anyone new or those who have a prayer partner 
and would love to add a new prayer partner, go to the 
website:  www.accwarchspm.org/resources. Scroll down 
to Naomi-Ruth Program. Click on DOWNLOAD below 
it and fill out the form.    
 
I will not be at the next few meetings in person due to my 
husband’s health and Covid but I will be praying for all 
and hope to see you soon. 
 

Vocations 
Jean Buchmann 

 
 
 

Do you know that there is an organization in Minnesota 
and around the world that has the prime mission to pray 
for vocations to the priesthood and religious life and to 
offer friendship and support to those in ministry of the 
church?  It's called the Serra Club. There are several 
clubs in our Archdiocesan area - each setting meeting 
times and programs. The North Minneapolis Serra Club 
includes the churches in Minneapolis and surrounding 
areas.  
 
Several brochures have been made for general use such 
as "Favorite Prayers in English and Spanish", Apostolate 
of Suffering for Vocations, and an overview of the organ-
ization and the work. I will have some brochures availa-
ble. 
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Since the past year and half 
people seem to be more in-
volved with family and friends 
to make sure life is going well 
for everybody. Holidays can be 
a hard time for people. On your 
prayer list add an extra prayer 
for all people to work together 
and make it a positive day for 
everybody in the world. 
 
Please say a couple of extra 
prayers every day for all the 
world to work together. For 
yourself this is maybe a good 
time for prayer and faith to 
pray to the Blessed Mother and God. 

 
Grandparent Ministry 

Colleen Dobie  
 

The Catholic Grandparents Association (CGA) is a global 
organization which is an excellent resource for Catholic 
Grandparents at the diocesan, parish and individual levels. 
This organization was officially launched in 2009 by 
Catherine Wiley, following the success of grandparents’ 
pilgrimages to the National Shrine of Our Lady in Eng-
land (2003) and to the Shrine of Our Lady at Knock, Ire-
land (2007). Both pilgrimages have become annual 
events, attracting over 10,000 attendees. 
 
The mission of the CGA is “to help grandparents in pass-
ing on the faith and keeping prayer at the heart of family 
life.”  Avenues used to fulfill this mission include: 
• Grandparents Pilgrimages, organized worldwide an-

nually; 
• Grandparents Faith Café – An online social and spir-

itual space for grandparents, held once a month online 
with Zoom, featuring a guest speaker and two grand-
parents sharing reflections on a monthly theme; 

• Adopt-a-Prayer-Child – Grandparents pray for ill 
children by name; 

• Fun & Faith filled events. 
 

A recent event (November 3, 2021) involved promoting 
the “World Drawing GOD Day” (3rd annual) as a great 
project for Grandparents and Grandchildren to create im-
ages of how and where they see God. 
 
In her welcome to the Catholic Grandparents Association, 
Catherine Wiley states, “At the heart of the CGA is the 
(Continued on next page.) 

Marcia Simon, Chair 
 
 

As the trees have lost their leaves, the last of flowers have 
bloomed, and in beautiful sunsets the Lord is telling us 
fall is ending and winter is coming.  Yard work is getting 
completed before the first snow. The first frost has been 
felt as we have had Halloween, time is changing, Thanks-
giving has come and gone.  This is a good time to check 
on your family and friends to make sure they aren't fear-
ing low times, unsure of themselves, and are eating 
properly and getting some exercise every day. With the 
sun setting earlier people can experience swinging 
moods.  This makes more family quiet time and some 
people have a harder time now by themselves. Make an 
effort to make a quick call to say “hi” or text or send a 
card.  The person can reread the card and text when they 
are feeling alone. 
 

 

Religious Recognitions 
Theresa Cermak 

 
 

Did you know that Saint Agnes is the Patron Saint of 
Catholic Girl Scouts? How can you remember Saint Ag-
nes as your Patron as a G.I.R.L. in the 21st century? 
 
G- Go-Getter  Saint Agnes was determined to be success-
ful. At age 12 she was sure of her Faith to God She re-
mained true to herself and her beliefs. 
 
I-  Innovator  She set her path in life toward God. Saint 
Agnes was a trailblazer for the future of Christianity in 
the Roman Empire 
 
R-  Risk-taker  She never hid or walked away from her 
Faith.  She gave up her life so we can freely worship and 
receive Holy Communion 
 
L- Leader   She was a young girl who led her life through 
prayer.  She chose her path to live a life that included God 
 
Can you be a G.I.R.L. like Saint Agnes? 
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Marriage and Family Life 
Cathy Carson 

 
 

7 Habits of Highly Effective Families 
 

 

One of the resolutions from the 2021 NCCW Convention 
was “Care for  the family in difficult situations, especially 
the most vulnerable members”. In reflecting on ways we 
can put this into practice, the book “The 7 Habits of 
Highly Effective People” by Stephen Covey articulates 7 
habits and I’ve added some tips for families. 
 
Habit 1: Be Proactive. Pray together at least once daily 
and include gratitude for the blessings God has given. As 
Blessed Solanus Casey said, “Thank God ahead of time” 
 
Habit 2: Begin with the end in mind. Great saints lived 
with the end in mind. Death was a healthy meditation that 
moved them to live the present day to the fullest. Asking 
the question, “Will this help me grow in holiness or get 
me to heaven?” is a good gage to eliminate vice. 
 
Habit 3: Put first things first. First and foremost, we are 
children of God and when we live life putting our rela-
tionship with God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit first, 
everything else falls into place. 
 
Habit 4: Think Win-Win We can support, empower and 
invite women to become involved by first pointing out 
their God given strengths and helping them to discern 
how to use them which in turn will give them joy! 
 
Habit 5: Seek first to understand, then to be understood 
Listening and asking questions will prepare hearts to receive 
the love of Christ. 
 
Habit 6: Synergize Positive teamwork. There’s a reason the 
Lord sent them out “Two by Two”. 
 

Habit 7: “Sharpen the Saw” In this “upward spiral” 
model, a conscious, along with meaningful and consistent 
progress will result in growth, change and constant im-
provement. 
 
What are the 7 daily habits of Saints? 

Prayer, Word of God, Eucharist, Confession, Examina-
tion of Conscience, Ministry of Faith Sharing, Spiritual 
Reading. Creating habits of virtue as a family from the 
very beginning will lead to more peace and harmony on 
earth, as it is in heaven! May you and your families have 
a blessed and Happy Advent Season! Visit canafami-
lyinstitute.com/events for information n our upcoming 
Dec. 11 Cana   /Advent Morning of Reflection for Moms! 

 

 
 

(Grandparent Ministry from previous page) 
 
firm belief that this is our duty, our responsibility, our 
vocation, and we must do what we can.  This is probably 
the most important job we will ever have and, for many of 
us, it may be our last.  It is one from which we can never 
retire, so let us do our best.  We owe it to our grandchil-
dren.” 
 
The website for the CGA is 
www.catholicgrandparentsassociation.org 
 

The "O Antiphons" of Advent 
From the US Council  of Catholic Bishops 

 

The Roman Church has been singing the "O" Antiphons since 
at least the eighth century. They are the antiphons that accom-
pany the Magnificat canticle of Evening Prayer from December 
17-23. 
 
They are a magnificent theology that uses ancient biblical im-
agery drawn from the messianic hopes of the Old Testament to 
proclaim the coming Christ as the fulfillment not only of Old 
Testament hopes, but present ones as well. Their repeated use 
of the imperative "Come!" embodies the longing of all for the 
Divine Messiah. 

 
December 17 
O Wisdom of our God most High, 
Guiding creation with power and love: 
Come to teach us  the path of knowledge! 
 
December 18 
O Leader of the house of Israel, 
Giver of the law to Moses on Sinai: 
Come to rescue us with your mighty power! 
 
December 19 
O Root of Jesse’s Stem, 
Sign of God’s love for all his people: 
Come to save us without delay! 
 
December 20 
O Key of David, 
Opening the gates of God’s Eternal kingdom: 
Come  and free the prisoners of darkness! 
 
December 21 
O Radiant Dawn,  
Splendor of eternal light, sun of darkness: 
Come and shine on those who dwell in darkness! 
 
December 22 
O King of All Nations: 
Come and save man who you formed from dust! 
 
December 23 
O Emmanuel, our King and Giver of the Law: 
Come to save us, Lord our God! 
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Kathy Halverson, Chair 
 
 
 

To build and strengthen our community can be started 
simply by taking time to make time during Novem-
ber.  Thanksgiving is sharing and caring - a great time 
to visit your neighbor or invite them for a cup of friend-
ship "cider."  Another way to warm the heart of someone 
you see - "smile and wish them a good day". 
  
Our Lady of Peace has completed the project to increase 
parking spaces. The parking lot has a new look that is 
welcoming. Now they are working on the overhang at the 
entrance.  On the inside at this time the first floor rooms 
have been emptied and the time frame for completion de-
pends on suppliers and fund raising efforts.   
  
Our Lady of Peace 2021 Virtual Butterfly release memo-
rial celebration was celebrated on Sept. 15. The event was 
lovely to view even vitually, and  hopefully next year Our 
Lady of Peace may celebrate with in-person viewing. 
  
Our Lady of Peace has many resources, some you might 
be new to you: 
        
    Family Education - to help understand the process 
    Hmong Family Education - in Hmong on the website 
    Care Team  - Managing system 
    Physical Changes 
 
End of life is full of challenges and emotions. If you have 
a concern or question, please contact  
ourladyofpeacemn.org or if you wish, contact me at  
halversonk50@yahoo.com 
  

Environmental Concerns 
Madonna Russo 

 
 

In his first visit to the USA over 40 years ago, Pope St. 
John Paul II spoke  to  the  largest  outdoor  audience  in   
Iowa’s history.  Joe Hays, a farmer, had written a letter to 
the pope inviting him to speak to rural America. Over 
300,000 people gathered in West Des Moines that day.  
They heard a homily about the land, the earth and that 
“which earth has given and human hands have made.”  
 
Pope John Paul II’s message on October 4, 1979, still 
rings true today. As one close to nature himself, the pope 
stressed three attitudes that we all should cultivate in rela-
tionship to the land: 1) gratitude for the land and all that 
God has given us to grow food; 2) an  attitude  of   
(Continued on next page). 

 

Environmental help is easy.  
When asked while shopping 
"paper or plastic" choose pa-
per and that is all it takes to 
help the environment .  Oh 
yes, there is an exception to 
everything, such as plastic 
bags with the dual purpose of 
creating mats for those in 
need, as some parishes do. 
What a beautiful love of 
neighbor in service. I ap-
plaud you. 
  
Helpful Hint - Glass Clean-
er 
For a light duty glass cleaner pour Club Soda into a 
spray bottle and you have an effective, non-toxic glass 
cleaner.  How easy, simple, and safe is that?  
 

Our Lady of Peace 
Sheila Casper 

 
 

Hello. My name is Sheila Maley Casper, and I am a new 
board member serving as the ACCW liaison to the Our 
Lady of Peace Home. I recently became a ACCW board 
member at the request of Mickey Nickelson who I have 
known and worked with for many years at Nativity Parish 
in St. Paul. She thought that I might have some time on 
my hands after she discovered that I recently was forced 
into retirement after St. Joseph’s hospital closed the car-
diac rehab program in which I had worked for 35 years.  
 
Mickey wasn’t the only one who recruited me, my hus-
band, 8 children and 17 grandchildren have also request-
ed my services since I have become more available. I 
have been a member of Nativity Parish for 41 years and 
have been active in many volunteer activities there, in-
cluding serving a year as president of our Nativity Coun-
cil of Catholic Women. My father-in-law spent his last 
week of life at the Our 
Lady of Peace Home 
and received wonderful 
care, so I know first-
hand what great work is 
done there. I look for-
ward to working with 
the Our Lady of Peace 
staff as well as with my 
fellow ACCW board 
members. 
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Community Concerns 
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An enormous thank you to all the ACCW women who 
attended The Guild’s “Ladder of Hope” program on 
Oct. 27. It was so successful that at the conclusion of 
the speakers we were all clapping and shouting almost 
like being at a football game.  Why?  It was for each 
person who was willing to share their story of their 
struggles back to a life without mental illness that had 
constantly caused a great strain on every muscle and 
feeling in their bodies and minds.   Each of them had a 
similar, but different story and if we had only read 
about their trials and tribulations, we would have been 
crying.  Instead we were celebrating not only with their 
recoveries, but also the quality of their presenta-
tions.  Their posture, enunciation, enthusiasm were truly 
done professionally.  They were proud and happy about 
themselves. What accomplishments they all have made! 
Of course, the specially ordered cocolate flavored cup-
cakes were awesome too.  
 
On the trusty computer I learned that Pope Francis 
prays for those with mental illness and victims of sui-
cide.  He too suffered with mental illness when he was 
younger, but sought help and understands those who 
suffer from the malady.  He encourages them to seek 
help. He says it is harmful to make decisions dominated 
by anguish and sadness. That is why you must be atten-
tive to neurosis.  
 
You notice that he “prays” for us and for himself.  We 
try to follow his example and help others to help each 
other.   Remember the ACCW Prayer Line 651-290-
1636.  Make it ring for Mental Illness! 
 
At left, Liz Kelly, ACCW Morning of Reflection main 
speaker 

 

Synod Report 
Debbie Keller  

 
 
 

Six-week sessions of Parish Synod Small groups were 
held throughout the fall and compilation of feedback in-
put forms is now underway. Once all data entry has been 
completed and presented to Archbishop Hebda, he is 
seeking the guidance of the Holy Spirit and asking for 
our fervent prayers as he discerns focus areas for the 
Deanery Consultation Process.  
 
During this next step, Pastors and Parish Representatives 
will gather for one Saturday in January or February to 
learn, pray and discuss focus areas during the daylong 
Deanery Consultation Process. This valuable feedback 
will help determine the Synod topics at the culmination 
of this process, the Synod Assembly, slated for June 3-5, 
2022.  
 
Each of the four Deanery events will require a team of 
on-site volunteers. If you’d like to be considered as a 
volunteer, please send me your name and contact infor-
mation (kelkrew@gmail.com) and I’ll add you to the list. 
Once details for these sessions are finalized, I’ll be in 
touch with you. Thank you. May the Holy Spirit continue 
to guide us in this Synodal process, with great hope for 
abundant fruit! 
 
Environmental Conservation Continued from 
previous page 
 
conservation, thus caring for the land and the natural re-
sources;  

 
 

3) an attitude of generosity, our willingness to share the 
fruit of the land with others locally, nationally and 
throughout the world.  
 
Pope John Paul II’s affirmation of farmers and all who 
are associated with agricultural production inspired Cath-
olic Rural Life’s program, Faith, Food and the Environ-
ment, a project devoted to the vocation of agriculture in-
cluding nutritious foods and essential agricultural goods 
with gratitude to farmers, ranchers and food producers.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Physical and Mental  
Illness 

Rose Ann Hallgren 
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Kathy Zweber 
1st Vice President   

 
 

The theme for our ACCW Convention is a perfect invita-
tion to remind us to mark our calendars and plan to attend 
a day filled with enrichment, spirituality and opportunity 
to share!  
 
Those words resonated with me when I heard them be-
cause they reminded me of  when I had heard them in the 
past. It was a time when our Parish CCW was trying to  
resurrect our Council and the woman who was the 
"energizer bunny" would not give up and kept saying... 
"will you pray about coming to a CCW gathering and just 
see for yourself...."    
 
Our ACCW President and Board is working to make 2022 
be our awakening year. We have so many new things we 
want to share and  we want to hear from you what you 
have to share with us! 
 
We have to have courage, stamina and trust to keep ask-
ing.....I have been practicing how I  will navigate the re-
sponses as I reach out and ask new women to join me 
when I hear the words  "Not Interested  right now" or 
"that just is not my thing."  I have been using why not 
pray about it and come and see for yourself.... 
 
I will continue to pray that you will let the Holy Spirit and 
our Blessed Mother Mary give you confidence to keep on 
asking other women to join is at our events and service 
opportunities.   Recommit to yourself to live out the mis-
sion that empowers us a members of CCW/ACCW/
NCCW  to provide  the women of our Archdiocese the 
tools to become strong leaders and faithful witnesses in 
our parishes and communities. 
 
If you have taken the time to read this I pray that your 
calendar now has 4/29/22 reserved to attend the ACCW 
Convention and that you are now thinking about you who 
you can invite to Come and See and Share. 
 
Looking forward to seeing and sharing 2022 with you! 
 
   

Lay Women’s Award 

Each year at the ACCW Convention, we recognize four 
women from our archdiocese as someone who has carried 
on the Mission of Christ in her family, her church, the 
community, and especially in her involvement with the 
Council of Catholic Women. At our 2022 convention, to 
be held on April 29, 2022, at the church of the Holy Re-
deemer in Marshall. Judging will be based  on 

• A woman who has made significant contributions and 
shown exemplary leadership to the mission, vision,  

       and programs of CCW, her parish, community and/or 
ACCW; 

• A woman whose life reflects the Gospel values of 
justice and peace; 

• A woman who encourages others to share their gifts 
in Council related work. 

Nominees should be notified of the nomination and can 
be interviewed to complete the application. They also can 
be asked to help complete any sections of the application. 
Nomination rules and forms will be sent out in January 
2022 to the Parish Presidents and are also available on our 
website at www.accw.org. Nominations are due by March 
8, 2022, to ACCW Office, 777 Forest St, St. Paul, MN 
55106 or emailed to alliec@archsom.org.  Please remem-
ber that only complete nomination packets will be consid-
ered. 

Service 
Community Concerns  Commission 
Chair: Kathy Halverson 651-489-4801 
Our Lady of Peace Home:  Sheila Casper 
Environmental Concerns: Madonna Russo 
Domestic Violence: Open 
Synod: Debbie Keller 
Physical and Mental Health: Rose Anne Hallgren 
(Resource) 
 
International Concerns Commission 
Chair:   Denise Haaland  507-334-2781 
Madonna Fund/Foreign Missions:  Laurie Otte 
Ethnic Understanding: Marilynn Neuville 
Domestic Missions: Theresa Cermak 
Appalachia: Olive Hupf (Resource) 

Attendees at the Morning of Reflection enjoyed speakers, shop-
ping and refreshments.  

mailto:alliec@archsom.org


 
 

We still have the Kitui Dor-
mitory Project going so the 
girls can attend school. With 
our sistership of our Archdi-
ocese and Kitui, Kenya, it 
shows us that we are a global 
church and to know our 
Catholic sisters across the 
world. 

 
 

 
 
 

Hiking one day, we encountered a family cutting fire-
wood, loading it on their donkey. Seeing the machete, 
Padre wanted another adventure.  Asking if he could help, 
our “friends” proudly showed  their skills. Nothing is co-
incidence!  
 
I called Padre on his cell phone a week before he died and 
it was clear he was working hard! Asking him if he was 
out biking, he said, “No, I’m clearing a trail to a pond on 
the church grounds.” 

 
 
 

His hope was to restore the trail, so groups can gather to 
enjoy bonfires, songs, and prayers. 
 
What blessings and joy we will have, walking the trail, 
resting near the water, sharing stories and   thanking God 
for Padre Denny. 
 
Father Denny Dempsey, 73, died Oct.25 after being 
struck by a car in Rosemount. He was a priest for 41 
years, serving in Minnesota parishes and two missions to 
Venezuela. He spent 15 years at St. Dominic in Northfield 
before going back to South America and then returning to 
Church of the Risen Savior, where he was pastor for just 
four months. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  

Denise Haaland, Chair 
 

The year is winding down, but we are hard at work with 
the Appalachia Christmas semitrailer at the Hupf Farm 
and gifts will be on their way soon. 
 
What a wonderful event that was started with the idea of 
a priest who saw the need and how we were blessed to 
be able to help in this giving. We heard of new people 
participating  this year and it gives us renewed energy to 
keep going for the cause. 
 
Please remember the Madonna Plan in your giving to 
help in the Mother and Child clinics and the other areas 
of clean water, refugees and food for all over the world. 
 

 

Remembering Fr. Denny 
Marilyn Neuville 

 
 

Mother Teresa said,  “The poor are precisely the ones 
who understand human dignity.  If they have a problem, 
it’s not lack of money, but the fact that their right to be 
treated humanely and with tenderness is not recog-
nized.” 
 
Fr Denny Dempsey was my Pastor for 15 years. With 
his “understanding” heart….  he worked with you, 
building bridges, finding solutions, bringing JOY and 
changing lives! 
 
For two weeks in June of 2015, I went with Padre to his 
beloved Maltrata, Mexico (photo below). He was tender 
and loving to everyone we met!  I have over 700 pic-
tures, and half as many stories!  But now, one is extra 
special! 
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Appalachia 
Olive Hupf  

 
Founded in 1979 by the Archdiocesan 
Council of Catholic Women, the Ap-
palachia Christmas Mission is a won-
derful program that has brought joy to 
numerous families in Kentucky.  Par-
ishes, Youth Groups, and CCW mem-
bers join together in collecting Christ-

mas gifts for all ages . 
 
All of the items are collected at the 
farm of Olive Hupf, Vice Chair, 
ACCW Domestic Missions, from late 
October to mid-November. A semi-
trailer, donated by Terminal 
Transport Company of Roseville, 
transports all the items directly to   
five parishes in Kentucky.  Other par-
ishes in our Archdiocese send gifts  
on their own or send cash.  
 
Olive reports: This year we had beautiful weather to 
have the semi to our farm.  We only had one day of rain 
no snow storms -- just windy days.  We had a great start 
the first Saturday and we filled one-third of the semi, 
then it slowed down for a couple days.  The last seen 
days we could hardly keep up. What a thrill that 
was! We had the semi filled to the top up to the last set 
of wheels. We also had bicycles, trucks and little plastic 
push toys. 
 
One parish, Queen of All Saints, had suffered much 
from a flood last March and their coordinator, Bea 

Stomper, was worried 
they would only be 
able to serve new peo-
ple who had lost so 
much. We heard from 
her and her exact 
words were “We here 
at Queen of All Saints 
in Beattyville, Ky are 
so overwhelmed with 
joy with so many gifts 
for our families in 
need. Thanks to every-
one for their thought-
fulness;  

 
knowing that our families in need will have a Christmas 
gift to open on Christmas Day is great. 
 
Then the new director of The Catholic Church of the 
Good Shepherd wrote: “Dear Olive, Please know of my 
deep appreciation and gratitude for your great work.  I 
was overwhelmed and humbled when I saw the truck 
and all the boxes. Such a treasure for our folks here! My 
sincere thanks to everyone for your generosity”. 
 
The Sisters from Booneville wrote before they went to 
the semi: “We are so grateful for all your people do for 
us”. 
 
Father Rob Adams wrote about the gifts and cash dona-
tions.  He said he had a family asked him if they could 
come to Mass after they had received gifts last year and 
he said “sure”. The family has been to church now for a 
year.  God is good. 
 
I am so proud of our families here in Minnesota for all that 
you do for our parishes in Kentucky.   God Bless all of you 
whether you could give a gift, send money or if you prayed for 
our Missions. Thank you from the bottom of my heart.  If you 
would like to be  part of our Missions, please e-mail me 
at olivehupf@gmil.com.   You may call me at 507-581-
2808. God’s blessings to you and yours always. Know this 
Christmas that you helped to provide for God’s Poorest of the 
Poor.   Our God is Wonderful.  
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Thank you from the People of Kentucky 

After the semi trailer and driver donated by Terminal Transport arrived in Kentucky 
the boxes were unloaded by a crew of volunteers. 

mailto:olivehupf@gmil.com


Northeast Deanery 
Mary Lou Wilharber, President    
 
The Northeast Deanery's Fall Institute was held Oct. 
9 at the Church of St. Michael in Stillwater. It was a 
very beautiful and informative day. The subject of Heal-
ing from Trauma "Holding your Hope until you can 
Hold it Again" by Colleen Luna, Executive Director of 
Survivor Resources, touched everyone in a personal 
way.  The “Musical Walk with the Saints of Healing” 
presentation by Jeanette Fortier was uplifting and enter-
taining.  We concluded the day with Mass presided by 
ACCW Spiritual Advisor Father Dan Haugen. 
 
St. Pius CCW – The St. Pius X CCW & KCs planned 
the Patriotic Rosary on Nov. 10. For October clergy 
Recognition, St. Pius CCW recognized all staff Voca-
tions including a Consecrated Virgin, Seminarian in 
Residence, their deacon and Pastor. Gratitude is extend-
ed to all St. Pius X Parishioners, families and friends 
who participated in the Appalachia Christmas Mission 
program. The 90 boxes that were packed to be delivered 
by Terminal Transport drivers and trucks.  
 
St. Joseph CCW – St. Joseph CCW in Lino Lakes coor-
dinated the “Christmas Craft Bazaar at the Lakes” Nov. 
13 and 14. 
 
St. Michaels & St. Mary’s CCW – St. Michael’s and 
St. Mary’s CCW in Stillwater hosted the "Merry Mar-
ket" on Nov. 13. They took orders for Chicken Wild 
Rice soup, Advent Candles, Butter Braids, and a gift 
puzzle featuring “After the Storm” by photographer and 
parishioner Tom Wieland.  
 
St. Genevieve’s CCW – St. Genevieve’s CCW in Cen-
terville held a “Penny Auction” Oct. 4 with a French 
theme, with all the proceeds going to charity. The event 
was filled with lots of French foods and drinks and all 
the auctioned items sold, raising a grand total of $1,456 
for charity. A Socks, Hats and Mittens drive is sched-
uled Dec.16-19 for local shelters. The CCW ladies were 
also very busy making patchwork quilts for the Appala-
chia Missions. Dec. 11-12 will be the CCW’s Gifts from 
the Heart Christmas Cookie and Craft Sale. 
 
In 2020 our Northeast Deanery board created a plan to 
reach out to our Deanery parishes and have open discus-
sion on what they were doing in their parishes and what 
support they needed from the Deanery to help them 
grow. Four teams of two board members each were as-
signed parishes to contact. Our teams were ready, and 
we were set to implement when COVID -19 curtailed 
in-person meetings.  Our plan now is to move forward 
in 2022.  

St. Paul Deaneries 
Cathy Healy, President  
 
 

What a glorious fall we had! It’s hard to believe the sea-
son of Advent has arrived. 

Our Second Quarterly Deanery Meeting was on Nov. 
18 at Our Lady of Guadalupe Church in St. Paul. We 
started with registration and refreshments before our 9 
a.m. business meeting. Our speaker was Deacon Luis 
Rubi talking about “The Mystery of Human Suffer-
ing”. There was a White Elephant Christmas sale and 
Christmas quilt drawing.   

Many parishes had Fall Festivals, Boutiques, and other 
fundraisers. Proceeds of these events go towards parish 
needs and other Christian charities.  

In addition to our November meeting, the following 
events happened recently: 

ACCW Morning of Reflection at Holy Spirit Church, 
St. Paul on Saturday, Nov. 20.  Noted author and spiritual 
director, Liz Kelly was speaker.  
 
Appalachia Christmas Collection.  

"Known By God" is a Retreat for Mother's grieving 
the loss of a miscarried or stillborn child. That Retreat 
was also held on Saturday Nov. 20 at St. John the Bap-
tist, New Brighton.  
 
 
FUTURE DEANERY MEETINGS 
Thursday, February 17, 2022 at Holy Childhood, St. Paul 
Thursday, April 21, 2022 – Place to be determined. 
 
ACCW CONVENTION 
Friday, April 29, 2022 – St. Albert’s Church, Albertville 
 
NCCW CONVENTION 
It’s coming to Minnesota. Mark your calendars 
now!  The national convention will be Nov. 1-5, 2022 in 
Minneapolis.  We will need many volunteers! 
 
More details on these events as they come available. 

WELCOME NEW VICE-CHAIR  A special welcome 
to Jeanine Crowe, Vice Chair of the deanery Church 
Commission.  Jeanine is from St. Peter’s Church, North 
St. Paul.  Jeanine comes highly recommended. 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE – At the November 
deanery meeting we will be asking for members for this 
year’s nominating committee.  Please consider running 
for this important committee.  We will also be approving 
the deanery amended by-laws.   
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Around the Deaneries 



 
 

Northwest Deanery 
Betty Thomes, President    
 
It seems that we are getting back to normal. Many activities 
are happening around the deanery with our CCW organiza-
tions and parishes. The most important will be preparing 
our hearts for the coming of Jesus with our annual Advent 
Retreat at the King’s House in Buffalo. AMAZING GRACE 
is the theme. Keep your eyes on the prize. That is our voca-
tion. Our focus in life must always be on a God who loves 
us unconditionally. Call me to register. 
 
Around the deanery you will find CCW groups working 
diligently to further the mission of their parishes. Cathy 
Laurent is the newly elected president in Annandale. Once 
again, they are planning a drive-through Christ Child 
luncheon with proceeds going to pro-life organizations. 
 
There will be Christmas Craft Making and Sales around the 
deanery. Many crafts will brighten the lives of shut-ins and 
residents in our care centers. Maple Lake and Monticello 
will be having their traditional Holiday Craft and Bake 
Sales. Watch for information. 
 
Many boxes were shared at the Annual Appalachia Christ-
mas Project. Eight NW Deanery Parishes participated in 
this project. Parish volunteers dropped off their donations 
at St. Albert’s Parish Center. Dave Vetsch Trucking hauled 
the 191 large boxes and 195 Papal Shoe Box treasures to 
Olive's farm. With a great sigh of Christmas relief, we say 
"Merry Christmas" to our brothers and sisters in Appala-
chia. 
 
Giving Thanks for our many blessings. Join us for our 
many holiday events around the deanery. God is good all 
the time... All the time God is good. 

 

West Deanery 
Mary Jo Sherwood,  President   
 
 
 

We are blessed to have such a wonderful community of 
CCW women in our deanery and throughout the Archdio-
cese. Community is the glue that keeps the world from un-
raveling and the importance of gathering in community has 
become even more pronounced since the start of the pan-
demic.   
 
Around the deanery, our parishes are overjoyed that they 
are finally able to meet in person and are actively pursuing 
the mission of the National Council of Catholic Women to 
act through its members to support, empower and educate 
all Catholic women in spirituality, leadership and service. 
 
I’d like to highlight some of the activities: 
 
The women of St. George in Long Lake recently held their 
50th Annual Holiday Boutique  and  Pie Sale. This  event 
raises  thousands  of dollars  to  support  local  and  

 
 

Southwest Deanery 
Colleen Hogan, President     
 

Our Annual Fall Institute was held Sept. 28 at St Mary’s/
St Henry Church in Le Center. The event started with 
Mass led by our Spiritual Advisor, Fr Michael Ince. Mass 
collection from the evening was donated to Le Center 
Food Shelf and Kitui Dormitory Project. The night in-
cluded a light meal, business meeting and speakers from 
the Family Commission and Legislative Commission. 
Our guest speaker was Lynn Varco from the MN Catho-
lic Conference. He guided us on how to stay focused on 
our Catholic values. He spoke about upcoming important 
legislation. Most of all, he told us to stay vigilante and 
pray. 
 
Our Mission Event was held Oct. 14. It was hosted by St 
Patrick, Shieldsville. An admission item of diapers were 
collected this evening. These were donated to our guest 
speaker, Gina Little, with Pregnancy Options in Fari-
bault. She shared with us the great importance of having 
this office available for women in our area. All parishes 
in our deanery donated raffle gifts for the drawing. About 
$1,600 was raised that evening.  Half of the money col-
lected was donated to Pregnancy Options and the other 
half was split between the 14 Catholic Schools in our 
deanery to go towards Scholarship Funds. 
 
My passion project for my two-year term is to raise mon-
ey for the Madonna Fund. At our Fall Institute I had a 
family themed basket and Mission Night had two Purse 
baskets with Wine in them.  Between the two nights we 
have raised almost $350 dollars so far. 
  
 
 

international charities and parish projects. 

At St. Hubert in Chanhassen, the women are coordinating 
a meal packing event at Feed My Starving Children that 
includes an overview of the impact the program is having 
in the Philippines by Risen Savior Missions board mem-
ber, John Crudele. 

St. Joachim and Ann parish continues to support the Ap-
palachian Mission Christmas project even though their 
Council is currently inactive. 

Our Lady of the Lake, Mound CCW serves their commu-
nity with the PennyWise Thrift Shop which accepts qual-
ity donations of clothing and household items and offers 
them for sale at bargain prices. Funds raised support the 
parish and a variety of local, state and national charities. 

The deanery has several board positions open. Please 
prayerfully reflect on whether you are being called to 
serve in this capacity. We will gather after the first of the 
year discuss how to best serve the parishes in the deanery 
and plan future activities. I look forward to connecting 
with you soon. Until then, may your days be filled with 
Peace, Blessings and Joy! 18 



Invites you to: 

LEGISLATIVE DAY 

Name___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City__________________________________State_________________________________Zip___________ 
 
Parish_____________________________________________City___________________________________ 
 
Telephone_______________________________________Email____________________________________ 

February 19, 2022 
 

St. Pius V Catholic Church 
410 W Colvill St,  

Cannon Falls, MN 55009  
 

8:15 Registration/Refreshments 
Noon—Adjournment 

Lynn Varco    Rep. Barb Haley                                             Richard Larkin McLay 
Minnesota Catholic Conference  Minnesota House of Representatives Human Life Alliance 

Cost for the morning  $15.00    After February 8, 2022   $20.00 
To register online.   www.archspm.org/accwleg2022 

 

Mail to: ACCW 
777 Forest St. 
St. Paul, MN 55106 
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Minneapolis Deaneries 
Teri Pontius, President   
  
“Bless the Lord Oh my soul” Psalm 103:1 
  
This phrase from the Bible has been ringing in my 
head all week and it sums up how I feel about our 
Minneapolis Deanery. I am so grateful that we have 
returned to in-person meetings and live Deanery days. 
Nothing Zoom can do will ever replace the fellowship 
we all feel when we gather in prayer and works minis-
try.  
  
We had our first Board meeting on Sept. 8 at St Timo-
thy’s in Blaine. Next, we held a Deanery Day on Sept. 
27 at Immaculate Conception Church in Columbia 
Heights. Our speaker was Cathy Carson from the Cana 
Family Institute. She gave a wonderful, interactive talk 
on Cana Family program. She shared with us what it 
can bring to a parish to help strengthen the nuclear 
family, while at the same time making young families 
aware of just what it means to be raised in the Catholic 
faith.  
  
  
 

 

Our second board meeting took place Nov 3 followed 
by our second live Deanery Day on November 10, 
both at St Timothy’s in Blaine. Our November Dean-
ery Day was organized by our Family Life Commis-
sion and Legislation commission. Our speakers came 
from from ARCHES (Aquinas Roman Catholic Home 
Education Services) that operates out of St Joseph’s in 
Lino Lakes. They presented information on this Catho-
lic Coop for teaching middle school and high school 
level children the science, math, and literature courses 
they require while at the same time staying true to our 
faith. With the erosion of family values in our country 
Catholic education has taken on an emerging signifi-
cance. 
  
Finally, we are in the works of planning our third 
Deanery Day which will take place in March 2022 at 
St Vincent’s in Osseo. 
  
Praise the Lord, for He is good!! I am extremely excit-
ed for the promising year ahead for our Deanery. 

 
 
 

 




