
Draft Environmental Assessment (EA)  
(Seaside Training and Testing) 

 
The Commander of the United States Pacific Fleet…has prepared this 
Environmental Assessment… The Proposed Action would allow Navy 
forces to continue ongoing training and testing activities on Naval Base 
Point Loma and improve the capability of the peninsula to support 
additional training and testing activities. The Proposed Action would 
also allow for new training and testing activities, increase tempo of 
some current activities, and expand training into new areas. This 
Environmental Assessment evaluates the potential environmental 
impacts associated with the two action alternatives, Alternatives 1 and 2, 
and the No Action Alternative to the following resource areas: biological 
resources, noise, cultural resources, coastal resources (to include water 
resources and erosion), cultural resources, air quality, and public health 
and safety. 

 
Point Loma (NBPL), San Diego County, California. 

 
Commander, U.S. Pacific Fleet…proposes to conduct military readiness 
training activities (“training”) and conduct research, development, 
testing, and evaluation activities (“testing”) at NBPL in San Diego. 
Proposed activities would take place on the terrestrial portions of NBPL 
and within areas for the scheduled use of Unmanned Aircraft Systems 
(UAS), existing facilities, and Over-the-Beach (OTB) training areas of 
NBPL.  
 
The Proposed Action is comprised of the continuation of ongoing training 
and testing, and new capabilities including proposed training and testing 
and range improvements, which include the following:  
• conduct additional small UAS activities, including counter-UAS  
• increase the number of Unmanned Systems (UxS) testing activities 
and expand the UxS Southern Testing Area  
• conduct additional OTB training activities and increase the number of 
locations where OTB activities could occur  
• conduct timed-fuse calculation training  
• increase Improvised Explosive Device training  
• conduct force protection activities  
• conduct insertion and extraction training  
• designate up to two unimproved helicopter landing zones (or HLZs) to 
support insertion/extraction activities of rotary-wing aircraft (does not 
include tilt-rotor aircraft 
 

ES.2 Purpose of and Need for the Proposed Action 
 
The purpose of the Proposed Action is to provide a training area at NBPL 
with the capability to support increased levels of training by Explosive 
Ordnance Disposal and Naval Special Warfare (NSW) units and increased 



levels of testing by Naval Information Warfare Center (NIWC) Pacific. The 
Proposed Action is needed for the Navy to meet statutory responsibilities 
to train and maintain combat-ready forces and to equip forces with the 
most advanced technologies. Local over-the-beach and 
insertion/extraction training venues with unique topographic features are 
limited, and use of outof-area sites require excessive travel and expense, 
adversely affecting personnel located in the San Diego area. There are 
several naval facilities in the immediate vicinity of NBPL; however, none 
provide the unique topographic and varied terrain present at NBPL. 
Dedicated training areas that provide these capabilities while 
integrating with multiple commands would allow required training and 
further the Navy’s execution of its congressionally mandated 
responsibilities under 10 U.S. Code section 8062.  
 
Testing and training activities under Alternative 2, as described under 
Alternative 1, would not impact public health and safety or 
disproportionately affect children. The designation of HLZs to support 
insertion and extraction activities would likewise have no impact on the 
public, as the Navy would continue to restrict access to these areas on 
NBPL, and the public or non-participant onbase military personnel would 
not be present for HLZs activities. There would be no significant impact 
on public health and safety as a result of impacts on air or water 
quality, or from noise associated with the Proposed Action. Therefore, 
implementation of Alternative 2 would not result in significant impacts 
on public health and safety.  
 
Naval Special Warfare Command NSW units currently train in special 
reconnaissance scenarios, personnel recovery, OTB training, technical 
tactical operations, and target raids… 
 
These training activities require schedule deconfliction with NIWC Pacific 
and other tenants to ensure safety. In-water activities using small boats 
are routinely done in the offshore areas…  
In a typical Over the Beach (OTB) activity, a team would arrive from 
offshore to the infiltration location in Light Tactical Watercraft (small 
inflatable boats). Personnel would then launch from the craft to 
traverse the surf zone and cross over the beach by various methods 
(e.g., foot, climbing, rappelling dependent on the terrain encountered 
[e.g., gradual sand, rock or cliff]), conduct target exploitation (e.g., 
reconnaissance, observation, interdiction, direct action1 ), and depart in 
the reverse order…  
 
Between 4 and 25 personnel (depending on scenario) equipped with 
small backpacks and basic gear cross the beach, with 4−15 personnel 
observing the training. Others on the water tend to the Light Tactical 
Watercraft. Events are conducted mostly at night with the potential to 
extend through daylight hours, are no more than 24 hours in duration, 
and could include the use of simunitions (training ammunition). Each 
training exercise may be preceded by up to two hours of site preparation 



the day before (e.g., deployment of infrared illumination on trail) and 
followed by up to four hours of cleanup and assessment. 
 
Explosive Energetic Tool (EET) usage occurs approximately two to three 
times a month (approximately 30 events per year), based on each 
platoon’s training schedule; three to five EETs are fired per training 
event. Student throughput is a maximum of one platoon (8–10 
personnel) with two instructors on the IED training lane at any given 
time. The remaining students (8–10) operate inside the Batteries. 
Training takes place day and night to accommodate night training with 
night-vision devices. 
 
Explosive Ordinance Disposal (EOD) Combat Skills (Small Arms) training 
at NBPL consists of instruction, practice of coordinated tactics with 
small group patrols, threat response in urban environments, and the 
use of force following rules of engagement. These training activities 
involving 8–10 personnel would include small-arms (blank firing only), 
simunitions/Ultimate Training Munitions, and standard equipment that 
small patrols would employ to clear small urban environments (similar to 
the environment set up at the Rural Search Training Area). These 
activities can occur day or night (with use of night optics) at defined 
training locations. 
 

 
 

 
 


