
 

The Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
Proper 11, Year A 

July 19, 2020 

Welcome 

In this time of world-wide crisis, when it is not safe for the church to gather for worship as the 
body of Christ in person, we gather now to hear the word of God and hold each other in prayer.  
 
Opening Sentence 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.   Philippians 1:2   
 
Collect of the Day   

Almighty God, the fountain of all wisdom, you know our necessities before we ask and 

our ignorance in asking: Have compassion on our weakness, and mercifully give us those 

things which for our unworthiness we dare not, and for our blindness we cannot ask; 

through the worthiness of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

Confession and Absolution      Enriching Our Worship 

 
Let us confess our sins to God. 
 
God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our lives. 
We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created. 
We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf. 
Forgive restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your 
love and serve only your will. Amen. 
 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 
 
The Invitatory and Psalm 

Lord, open our lips.  
And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.  
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Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.  
 
The Spirit of the Lord renews the face of the Earth: 
Come let us adore him.  
 
Venite              Psalm 95:1-7  

Come, let us sing to the Lord;  

    let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.  

Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving   

    and raise to the Lord a shout with psalms.  

For you are a great God,  

    you are great above all gods.  

In your hand are the caverns of the earth,  

    and the heights of the hills are yours also.  

The sea is yours, for you made it,  

    and your hands have molded the dry land. 

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee,  

    and kneel before the Lord our Maker.  

For you are our God,  

and we are the people of your pasture and the sheep of your hand. 

    Oh, that today you would hearken to your voice! 

The Spirit of the Lord renews the face of the Earth: 
Come let us adore him.  
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.  
 

First Lesson     Isaiah 44:6-8 

Writing from the Babylonian captivity, the prophet emphasizes the uniqueness of Yahweh, 

Israel’s Redeemer and King.  There is no other god.  The text echoes with remembrance of the 

promises made to the patriarchs in times past, calling the Hebrew people to act as continuing 

witnesses of God’s faithfulness. 

Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel, 

and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: 

I am the first and I am the last; 

besides me there is no god. 

Who is like me? Let them proclaim it, 

let them declare and set it forth before me. 

Who has announced from of old the things to come? 

Let them tell us what is yet to be. 



Do not fear, or be afraid; 

have I not told you from of old and declared it?  

You are my witnesses! 

Is there any god besides me? 

There is no other rock; I know not one. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Churches. 

 Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 86:11-17 

A prayer to the gracious and loving Lord for mercy and guidance. 

Teach me your way, O LORD, and I will walk in your truth; * 

knit my heart to you that I may fear your Name. 

I will thank you, O LORD my God, with all my heart, * 

and glorify your Name for evermore. 

For great is your love toward me; * 

you have delivered me from the nethermost Pit. 

The arrogant rise up against me, O God, and a band of violent men seeks my life; * 

they have not set you before their eyes. 

But you, O LORD, are gracious and full of compassion, * 

slow to anger, and full of kindness and truth. 

Turn to me and have mercy upon me; * 

give your strength to your servant; and save the child of your handmaid. 

Show me a sign of your favor, 

so that those who hate me may see it and be ashamed; * 

because you, O LORD, have helped me and comforted me. 

The Second Lesson         Romans 8:12-25 

For Paul, true spirituality means that we experience the reality of the Spirit, which enables us to pray 

as God’s children, keeps us in solidarity with creation, and gives us unseen hope that God will liberate 

us and creation from bondage to death and decay. 

Brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh–for if you live 

according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, 

you will live. For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. For you did not receive 

a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, 

“Abba! Father!” it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 

and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ–if, in fact, we suffer with him 

so that we may also be glorified with him. 

I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about 

to be revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of 

God; for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who 

subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will 



obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. We know that the whole creation has 

been groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have 

the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our 

bodies. For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what 

is seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 

 Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Churches. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 

The Gospel      Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

The gospel is the parable of the wheat and the weeds, for which Jesus then provides an 

explanation.  The story points to a mystery: why there is both good and evil in life.  The parable 

may at one time have been used to suggest that it is not so easy for humans to know what is 

good and what is bad from the divine perspective.  In a strangely mixed world one must carry on 

with patience. The allegorical explanation emphasizes the judgment which will take place in the 

end at the hands of the Son of Man. 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus put before the crowd another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 

someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came 

and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So when the plants came up and bore 

grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves of the householder came and said to 

him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come 

from?’ He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to 

go and gather them?’ But he replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the 

wheat along with them. Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I 

will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather 

the wheat into my barn.’” 

Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying, 

“Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” He answered, “The one who sows the good 

seed is the Son of Man; the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the 

kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the 

devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are 

collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send his 

angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, and they will 

throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then 

the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!” 

The gospel of the Lord.           
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Reflection: The Rev. Bill Petersen 
 



The Creed: We profess our faith using the words of The Apostles’ Creed 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth;  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.       

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.      
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.      
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.      
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.      
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
The Prayers: We center ourselves in the peace and love of Jesus through prayer 

Although distant from each other, we are called to join together to pray for our needy world. In 
response to each bid, you are invited to offer your own prayers, silently or aloud, and to 
conclude each petition with the words Hear us, O God, our light and our shield: your mercy is 
great. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   Rites and Rituals: Year A 

Confident of God’s care for us in the midst of the world’s sufferings, we join together in the 

power of the Spirit to pray for the church, the earth, the world, and all who are in need, 

responding to the words “Teach us your way” with the phrase “you are full of compassion.” 

A brief silence. 

God of the church, we praise you for sowing the good seed of the gospel throughout the world, 

and we mourn that at this time many Christians cannot assemble to nurture one another for 

growth in the faith. Tend your people; support bishops, priests, deacons, and lay leaders; give us 

strength through your word. Lead seminaries to plan appropriately for the fall semester. 

A brief silence. 

O God, teach us your way: 

you are full of compassion. 

God of the earth, we praise you for a wondrous creation, and we mourn that many lands and seas 

are groaning for rebirth. Nurture our green spaces and national parks; send rain where there is 

drought; protect engendered animals from poachers. Show us how to care for your earth and its 

creatures. 

A brief silence. 

O God, teach us your way: 

you are full of compassion. 

God of the nations, we praise you for the good that has been given us in this country, and we 

mourn that many people here are poor and dispossessed, that we have allowed racism to distort 



our society, that violence breaks out in our land. Lead us to form communities in which all people 

are equal and where disputes are settled without violence. Save us from preserving a past that has 

been harmful to many. Bring an end to warfare around the world, and mend the torn fabric of 

humankind with your truth and mercy. 

A brief silence. 

O God, teach us your way: 

you are full of compassion. 

God of humankind, we praise you for wherever health and happiness prevail, and we mourn that 

many people suffer. Each day thousands more contract the virus; renters are facing eviction; 

medical workers are exhausted; some of the sick have no access to health care; countless people 

are broken by sorrows. Open our hearts to your children who suffer in any way, and show us how 

to serve them. 

A brief silence. 

O God, teach us your way: 

you are full of compassion. 

God of the seasons, we praise you for summertime, and we mourn that this year many hopes and 

expectations are denied. Give relief to those who suffer from the heat. Protect travelers from 

infection. Guard our children. Give rest to those with no vacation time, hope to those who are 

unemployed, and patience to all who must endure this difficult time. 

A brief silence. 

O God, teach us your way: 

you are full of compassion. 

God, you are Abba, our loving Father. You are our Sovereign of our lives, our Redeemer, the 

Rock on which we build. Hear us as we offer the petitions of our hearts. 

A longer time of silence. 

O God, teach us your way: 

you are full of compassion. 

God of eternity, we praise you for all who have died in the faith, especially this week the apostles 

Mary Magdalene and James. We mourn our own beloved dead. At the end, bring us all into the 

shining light of your presence. 

A brief silence. 

O God, teach us your way: 

you are full of compassion. 

In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we are bold to pray… 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,  
      thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those  
         who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
    for ever and ever. Amen.  

A Prayer for Spiritual Communion 

There is a long-standing practice in the Episcopal Church to offer a means for people to receive 
Holy Communion spiritually when it cannot be received physically. 

In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where the Holy 
Eucharist is now being celebrated, I desire to offer to you praise and thanksgiving. I remember 
your death, Lord Christ; I proclaim your resurrection; I await your coming in glory. Since I 
cannot receive you today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, I beseech you to come 
spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me 
never be separated from you. May I live in you, and you in me, in this life  
and in the life to come. Amen.  
 
 
A Prayer for these times 
 
From Pentecost Sunday through the first Sunday in September, Presiding Bishop Michael Curry 
and his Lutheran counterpart Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton welcome congregations and 
individuals to regularly pray “A Prayer for the Power of the Spirit among the People of God.” This 
prayer – crafted by a team of Lutheran and Episcopal prayer leaders in light of the COVID 
pandemic – is meant to unite us in common prayer and revive us for common mission, wherever 
and however we may be gathered. 
 
God of all power and love, we give thanks for your unfailing presence and the hope you 
provide in times of uncertainty and loss. Send your Holy Spirit to enkindle in us your holy fire. 
Revive us to live as Christ’s body in the world: a people who pray, worship, learn, break bread, 
share life,  
heal neighbors, bear good news, seek justice, rest and grow in the Spirit. Wherever and 
however we gather, unite us in common prayer and send us in common mission, that we and 
the whole creation might be restored and renewed, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Benediction and Dismissal       A Franciscan Blessing 
 
May God bless you with a restless discomfort about easy answers, half-truths and superficial 
relationships, so that you may seek truth boldly and love deep within your heart. 



 
May God bless you with holy anger at injustice, oppression, and exploitation of people, so that 
you may tirelessly work for justice, freedom, and peace among all people. 
 
May God bless you with the gift of tears to shed with those who suffer from pain, rejection, 
starvation, or the loss of all that they cherish, so that you may reach out your hand to comfort 
them and transform their pain into joy. 
 
May God bless you with enough foolishness to believe that you really CAN make a difference in 
this world, so that you are able, with God’s grace, to do what others claim cannot be done. 
 

And the blessing of God ☩ the Supreme Majesty and our Creator, Jesus Christ the Incarnate 
Word who is our Savior, and the Holy Spirit, our Advocate and Guide, be with you and remain 
with you, this day and forevermore. Amen. 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
Send forth your Spirit, O God,  
and renew the face of the earth.  

 

 

 

☩   ☩   ☩ 
Announcements 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please Continue To Pray For Those on Our Prayer List 



Gwendolyn Deneault      Penelope Bennis             Debra and Family 

Walter Spellman             Patricia Noxon               Bob Champagne 

Vange Sandeen              Kathy Holloran               Judith Locke      

Patsy Matthews              Rhys Eppich                   Robert & Dian               

Shirley Bentley               Mary McAuley                Michele  

Marilyn Kay                    Penny Meyer     `           Prue Fitts                       

Joe Blackett                   Susie Tidd                      Zell Kellogg       

Judy Hess                      Joe Nunnery                  Michael Dowd   

Debe Tetherly                 Khadijah Goforth           Jacqueline Mclaughlin 

Wayne S.                       Mary Ellen Davis            Gina Vivian 

Bobbie Sutherland          Mark Luken                    George & Linda Pacheco 

Bob Pierpont                  Kate Blending                 Carolyn Toshney 

Stephanie Schroeder      Rodney Morgan               Ron Locke 

Mick and Judy                Kathy Kibbey                  Tyler Kott, Robin & Jim   

 

 

Thank You for Giving During This Time of Pandemic 

Thank you for all who have continued to support the work of All Saints during this time. You 

may make contributions by mail, using your financial institution's automated check writing 

service, or secure online giving via  Donate at www.wolfesaints.com/donate 

Creator of all we enjoy, we give you 

thanks for the countless people you 

have gathered to do your work as All 

Saints' Wolfeboro. We thank you for 

your Holy Spirit inspiring some as 

they longed for this church, others as 

they built this church and still others 

as they lovingly and boldly led this 

church through times of abundance 

and times of scarcity. Help us to be 

bold as we model giving of time and money during this time. Make our generous 

giving a symbol of both our faith and our gratitude. We pray in the name of your 

son, Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior. Amen. 
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